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PREFATORY NOTE BY THE TRANSLATOR. 


WHE idea and aim contemplated in the Meyer series 
of commentaries, as also the general plan laid 
down for the work of translation, has been already 
explained by Dr. Dickson in his Preface to the 
Epistle to the Romans, and elsewhere. The merits, also, of 
Dr. Liinemann as a coadjutor of Meyer, have been sufficiently 
discussed by Dr. Gloag in connection with his translation of 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians. It only remains to add, 
that the aim in the translation of this commentary has been 
to give a faithful and intelligible rendering of Liinemann’s 
words, and in general to produce a worthy companion volume 
to those of the series already issued. It is hoped that a 
comparison with the German original will show the work has 
not suffered in the process of transferring to our own soil. 

It will be admitted that the commentary of Liinemann on 
the Hebrews—of which the first edition appeared in 1855, 
the second in 1861, the third in 1867, and the fourth, 
enlarged and greatly improved, in 1874—has claims of a 
very high order in a grammatical and lexicographical respect. 
He threads his way with a nice discrimination amidst a 
multitude of conflicting interpretations, and generally carries 
conviction with him when he finally gives his own view, or 
that in which he concurs. Even where, as in the case of 
some three or four controverted explanations, he may not 
have weighed the whole argument in favour of an opposite 
view, he has at least revealed to us the process by which his 
own conclusion is reached, thereby contributing to place the 
reader in a position for forming an independent judgment for 
himself. 


vi PREFATORY NOTE. 


The opinions of Dr. Liinemann, as regards the position 
occupied by the writer of our Epistle towards the Scriptures 
of the Old Testament, have been expressed with great 
candour. Unfortunately no one seems to have made the 
questions here raised a matter for any very prolonged and 
detailed examination since the time of John Owen. With 
the eventual answer which shall be given to these questions 
will stand or fall the claim of Barnabas to the authorship of 
the Epistle, and many other things besides. 

It is, however, by his grammatico-critical and purely 
exegetical labours that Liinemann has rendered the greatest 
‘service to the cause of sacred literature. The judicious use 
of his commentary can hardly fail to lead to a more intimate 
acquaintance with the letter and spirit of this apostolic 
writing, well styled by the Helmstidt professor Walther a 
“beyond all measure profound epistle.” 

Of the very abundant exegetical literature pertaining to 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, our space admits of the mention 
of but a very few writings. Nor was it needful to give an 
account even of all that have been collated in preparing this 
translation. Most of the German commentaries published 
after the middle of the eighteenth century were entirely over- 
shadowed by the appearing of the great work of Bleek, and 
those of subsequent writers. For many particulars concerning 
the authors specified in the following list, more especially of 
those who flourished about the time of the Reformation, I am 
indebted to the kindness of the Rev. James Kennedy, B.D., 
librarian of New College, Edinburgh. To the list of works 
enumerated might be fittingly added the suggestive transla- 
tion of the New Testament made by Sebastian Castellio 
(1542-1550), mostly during the time of his retirement in 
Basle. 

M. J. E. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


—~>— 


INTRO DU @BRION: 
SEC. 1—THE AUTHOR. 


au HE Epistle to the Hebrews is the work of an 
unknown writer. The question, by whom it was 
composed, was already variously answered in 
ancient times, and has not to the present day been 
solved in a way which has found general assent. The sup- 
position that the Apostle Paul was its author has obtained 
the widest currency and the most lasting acceptance. And in 
reality this supposition must most readily suggest itself, since 
an unmistakeably Pauline spirit pervades the epistle, and single 
notices therein, such as the mention of Timothy as a man stand- 
ing in very close connection with the author (xiii. 23), might 
appear as indications pointing to Paul. Nevertheless, there 
is found nothing which could have the force of a constraining 
proof in favour of this view, and, on the contrary, much which 
is in most manifest opposition thereto.t For 

(1) The testimonies of Christian antiquity in favour of 
Paul as the author of the epistle are neither so general nor 
so confident as we must expect, if the epistle had been from 
the beginning handed down as a work of the Apostle Paul. — 
Not unfavourable to the claim of Paul, but yet by no means 
decisive, are the judgments of the early Alexandrian Church. 
Pantaenus, president of the school of catechetes in Alexandria 
about the middle of the second century, the first from whom 


1 Comp. H. Thayer, ‘Authorship and Canonicity of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews,” in the Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. xxiv., Andoy. 1867, p. 681 ff. 
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an express statement as to the name of the author has come 
down to us, certainly assigned the epistle to the Apostle 
Paul. But yet it is to be observed that even he felt called 
to set aside an objection, which seemed to le against the 
justice of this view, namely: that, contrary to the custom 
of Paul, the author has not, even in an address prefixed to 
the epistle, mentioned himself by name; whether it was that 
this difficulty first arose in the mind of Pantaenus himself, 
or that, in opposition to others who had raised it, he wished 
to show the invalid nature thereof. (Comp. the notice of 
Clemens Alexandrinus on Pantaenus, in Eusebius, Hist. Eccles. 
vi. 14: "Hdn dé, ds 6 paxdpios EXeye TpecBuUTepos, érrel 
6 KUpLoS, Gm@éaTOAOS HY TOD TaVTOKPaTOpoS, aTETTAdn TpPOS 
‘“EBpaious, dua petpotnta 6 ITaddos, ws dv eis ta evn 
GMETTANMEVOS, OVK eyypades EavTov “EBpaiwy amoartodov did 
Te THY Tpos TOV KUpLOY TYyunv Sud TE TO EK TEpLovaias Kal TOI 
“EBpatou émvctédrew, €Ovdv xipuxa dvta Kal ardotoXov.) — 
Clemens Alexandrinus, too, the disciple of Pantaenus (end of 
the second and beginning of the third century), makes repeated 
mention of the epistle as a work of the Apostle Paul (Strom. 
ii. p. 420, iv. p. 514 sq.;ed. Sylburg, Colon. 1688, ai.): But 
yet he does not venture to ascribe it in its present form im- 
mediately to Paul. Not only is for him, too, the same objec- 
tion, which his teacher already had undertaken to set aside, 
still of sufficient weight for him to attempt its removal in a 
new, though, it is true, equally unsatisfactory manner; but 
also the un-Pauline character of the language in the epistle 
does not escape his glance. Rather to Luke than to Paul 
does the garb of the letter seem to him to point. On this 
account he assumes that a Hebrew (Aramaic) original writing 
of Paul forms the substratum of the epistle, but that our 
present epistle is only a version or adaptation of that original 
writing by Luke, designed for Hellenes. (Comp. Eusebius, 
Hist. Eccles, vi. 14: Kat thv mpds “EBpatous 8€ émsatodnvy 
TIatrov pév eval pnor, yeypapbar & “EBpatous “ESpaixh 
povn, Aovedy oé didrotivas adtny peOcpunvetdcavta éxdodvar 
tols"EXAnow' b0ev Tov adtov yxpHta cbpioxecOar Kata Thy 
Eppnvelay tattns te THS émucToNAs Kal Tov mpakewv' pH 
mpoyeypapOa S€¢ 76 [labios a&rroatonos, eixoTws. “ERpalous 


INTRODUCTION, S 


14p, gnoly, ETLT TEAN@Y ™podayyruy eihgpoat Kat avtod Kab 
UTomTEevou WW auTov TUVETOS Tavu ovK év apxn améaTpewrev 
avtous 76 dvoua Gels.) — Equally does Origen (+254) make 
the Epistle to the Hebrews stand, it is true, in some rela- 
tion to the Apostle Paul, as he accordingly more than once 
cites passages therefrom as sayings of Paul (eg. Exhort. ad 
Martyr. 44, in Joh., ed. Huet. t. i p. 56; «did. t. iii. p. 64, 
t. x. p. 162, al.). But not only is he aware that in point of 
fact deniers of the composition of the epistle by Paul have 
arisen (ot a@etodvtes Thy émicToNY ds ov Ilatiw yeypaupévny, 
Epist. ad African. c. 9. Comp. also in Matt. xxiii. 27 sq.: 
Sed pone aliquem abdicare epistolam ad Hebraeos, quasi non 
Pauli); he too, for his own part, is not able to bring himself 
to recognise the epistle as a work of Paul in the narrower 
sense. Only the thoughts of the epistle does he ascribe to 
Paul; the diction and composition, on the other hand, he 
denies to be his. Since he admits withal that the contents of 
the epistle are Pauline, he regards the ancient tradition, which 
traces it back to Paul, as not unfounded; he has therefore no 
fault to find if a church looks upon the epistle as the work of 
Paul. By whom, however, it was in reality composed is, he 
thinks, known only to God. Tradition, he tells us, speaks 
sometimes of the Roman bishop Clement, sometimes of Luke, 
as the author. (Comp. the two fragments of the lost homilies 
of Origen on the Epistle to the Hebrews, preserved in Euse- 
bius, Hist. Hecles. vi. 25: "OTe 0 xapaxtip tis NéEews Tijs 
mpos ‘“EBpatous éruyeypaypévns éemictors ob« exer TO év 
Oyo WwwTiKoy TOU amocTONOV, OmodoyicavTos éavTOV idioTnY 
elvat TO oy, TovTécTL TH ppdcet, GAAA éoTW 1) émLTTON) 
cuvoécer THS réEcws EAANVIKWTEépA, TAS O éTITTapwEVOS Kpivew 
dpacewv Suahopas Omoroynoas dv Tad TE aD OTL TA vonpaTa 
THS eriaTOAHs Oavpacid eats Kal ov SedTepa TAY aTOTTONLKOY 
Gmoroyoupévov ypapyparov, Kat todto adv cuppyjcar eivas 
annbes Tas 6 Tposéxav TH avayvece TH aToTTONKH. 

"Eyo 5&8 dropawopevos elo dv, OTe TA pev vonwata Tod 
dmoatovou éatlv, ) Sé ppacis Kal 4 cbvOects arouynpoved-— 
cavrés TiVOS TA GTOTTONKA Kab WoTTEpEL TYONOYpadjoavTos 
TWoS Ta “Sipmpeva ind Tod SidacKarov. Hi tus odv exe haqo ta 
xen TAvTHY THY ETLETOARY OS Tlatnov, abtn eddoxipeito Kat 
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érl tovTe@ ov yap eixh of dpyator cdvdpes ws Ilavhov abt 
mapadeSéxacr Tis 580 ypawas' Thy érsotonyy, TO mev 
adnOks Oeds older" 7 Sé els Huds POdcaca lotopla ire TwWeV 
pev eyovtwy, OTe Krijpns 6 yevopevos émtoxoTros “Papaiwy 
éypawe tiv emictoAny, Uo Twev dé, OTe AovKas 0 ypaas 
TO evayyédtov Kal tas mpakeus.) — Only subsequently to the 
time of Origen, accordingly, was the epistle universally re- 
garded within the Alexandrian Church, as within the Egyptian 
Church in general, as a writing which proceeded immediately 
from the Apostle Paul. Declarations thereof are appealed to, 
as simply the words of Paul, by the Alexandrian bishops, 
Dionysius, about the middle of the third century (in Eusebius, 
Hist. Heel. vi. 41); Alexander, about 312 (in Theodoret, H. £. 
i. 3, Opp. ed. Schulze, tom. iii. p. 736, and in Socrat. H. £. 
i. 6, ed. Vales., Paris 1686, p.11); Athanasius (¢ 373), in his 
thirty-ninth epistola festalis, and elsewhere ; Didymus, the pre- 
sident of the Alexandrian school of catechetes (+395), the 
Egyptian monks, Macarius the elder, and Marcus Ascetes 
(c. 400), and others. 


In the ancient Syrian Church the epistle, it 1s true, was 
held very early in ecclesiastical repute. For it is already 


1 That o ypeéas denotes the actual author, and not, as Olshausen (‘‘ De auctore 
ep. ad Hebr.,” in his Opusce. Theol., Berol. 1834, p. 100), Stenglein (Historische 
Zeugnisse der vier ersten Jahrhunderte iiber den Verf. des Br. an die Hebr., 
Bamb. 1835, p. 35), and Delitzsch (‘‘ Ueber Verf. und Leser des Hebrierbr.,” in 
Rudelsbach u. Guericke’s Zeitschr. f. die Luth. Theol. 1849, p. 259), assert, with 
the assent of Davidson (Introduction to the Study of the New Testament, vol. 1., 
Lond. 1868, p. 228 f.), the mere ‘‘ scriba” or ‘‘ penman,” is shown even by the 
analogy of the closing words: Aouxds 6 ypaas rd stayytrsv nal cas orpdZess. 
Wrongly does Delitzsch (in his Kommentar, p. xvii.) object that Origen, indeed, 
concedes to the apostle a part [in its composition], and that Luke also, in the 
Gospel and the Acts, was working up a material not of his own invention, but 
one ready to his hand. For the part which Origen assigns to Paul is not an 
active, but a passive one; that Paul exerted an immediate influence on the 
writing of the Epistle to the Hebrews, or was directly occupied with the same— 
of this Origen says nothing ; the dependence upon Paul is limited in his estima- 
tion to the fact that the epistle was composed by a disciple of Paul, and in the 
spirit of Paul. By the consideration, however, that Luke in his two works was 
using a material ‘‘ ready to his hand,” his authorship in reference to these works 
is not annulled ; for the notion of authorship is not destroyed by the mode in 
which it is exercised. Besides, if Origen had wished to denote the particular 
way in which the writings of Luke arose, he would have put, not 6 ypé as, but 
6 cuvrakdmevo:, or Something similar. 
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received into the Peshito, belonging to the end of the second 
century. But that it was so soon as this held to be a work 
of Paul, does not follow from this reception. On the contrary, 
the fact that the Epistle to the Hebrews has been placed in 
the Peshito not already after the letters of Paul addressed to 
churches, but only after those of his letters addressed to 
private persons, might rather be interpreted as a sign that 
this letter, only on account of its similar character, had been 
attached, as it were, by way of appendix to the Pauline 
Epistles, while not assigned to Paul himself. Yet the later . 
church of North-Eastern Syria seems to have ascribed this 
writing to the Apostle Paul. For while Jacob, bishop of 
Nisibis (c. 325), cites declarations of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews only in general as utterances of an apostle (Galland. 
Bibl. Patr. v. pp. xvi. Ixii. al.), and this indefinite mode of 
citation is also the prevalent one with Jacob’s disciple 
Ephraem Syrus (t 378); yet the latter, at any rate, seems not 
to have doubted the composition by Paul, since (Opp. Grace. 
tom. ii, Rom. 1743, fol. p. 203) he joins together the 
passages Rom. i. 16, Eph. v. 15, Heb. x. 31, by the common 
introductory formula: IIept tadvtns tis hyépas Bod Kal 
IIathos 6 améatoros, and then abruptly separates from 
further citations by the words: Bod 6& Kal o paxdpios 
ITérpos.—In like manner in Western (Grecian) Syria, after 
the middle of the third century, the epistle was probably 
assigned to the Apostle Paul; since, in the letter issued by 
the Antiochian Synod (¢. 264) to Paul of Samosata, Heb. 
xi. 26 and sentences out of the two Epistles to the 
Corinthians are connected together as sayings of the same 
apostle (comp. Mansi, Collect. Concil. t. i. p. 1038). 

Elsewhere, too, in the Eastern Church, the opinion that 
Paul was the author became in subsequent times more and 
more general. Nevertheless, doubts as yet by no means 
ceased to be heard. Thus Eusebius of Caesarea (in the first 
half of the fourth century) often, indeed, quotes the Epistle to 
the Hebrews as the work of Paul, and without doubt reckons 
it, since he expressly accepts fourteen Pauline Epistles (Hist. 
Eccles. iii. 3), in the chief passage on the New Testament 
canon (Hist. Lecles. iii, 25),—as a constituent part of the 
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epistles of Paul, which are mentioned only in general,—to 
belong to the Homologumena. But yet he regards the 
epistle only as a version from a Hebrew original of Paul 
(Hist. Eccles, iii. 38), and can tell of Greeks who, in reliance 
upon the adverse judgment of the Roman Church, denied the 
Pauline origin of the epistle in any sense (Hist. Hecles. iii. 3). 
Nay, in another place (Hist. Hecles. vi. 13), himself even 
reckons the epistle among the dytireyouevar ypadat;* 
inasmuch as he places it in one line with the Wisdom of 
Solomon, that of Jesus Sirach, and the epistles of Barnabas, 
Clemens Romanus, and Jude! On the other hand, the 
epistle is acknowledged as directly the work of Paul, in the 
sixtieth canon of the Council at Laodicea after the middle of 
the fourth century, by Titus of Bostra (fc. 371), by Basil the 
Great (t 379), and his brother Gregory of Nyssa; by Cyril, 
bishop of Jerusalem (+ 386); by Gregory of Nazianzus 
(t 389), in the Jambi ad Seleucwm, where, nevertheless, the 
remark has been inserted: twés 6€ dace tiv mpos ‘EBpaiovs 
voOov ; by Epiphanius (+t 402), Chrysostom (t 407), Theodore 
of Mopsuestia (Tc. 428), and others. Yet Theodoret in his 
Prooemium to the epistle (comp. also Epiphanius, Auer. 
69. 37) is still engaged in polemics against those of Arian 
sentiments, who rejected the Epistle to the Hebrews as vé0os, 
denying its Pauline authorship. 

While thus the testimonies of the East in general are 
favourable indeed to a Pauline origin of the epistle, an 
immediate composition thereof by Paul, however, was for the 
most part asserted only in later times, whereas in the earlier 
period more generally only a mediate authorship was main- 
tained; the West, on the other hand, during the first centuries, 
does not acknowledge an authorship of Paul in any sense. 
A voucher for this statement is Tertullian, belonging to the 
North African Church, at the end of the second century and 
the beginning of the third. Only on a single occasion does 


' According to Delitzsch, indeed (Komment. p. xvii. f.), this supposition rests 
upon a misunderstanding of the words of Eusebius. But Eusebius’ words are 
surely clear enough. They are as follows: xéypurau: 9 ty adrois xual caus dao 
THY AVTInAEYoMeyay ypudav muprupiais, Tis Te Asyoutyns Yurouarros colus 
zak 73 "Inood cot Siphx nal ans apos “EBpalous trsocoans, cas os Bupa ba 
nal KAnusyros nal “lovoa. 
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he make express mention of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in 
order to cite from it the words vi. 4-8, and it is here 
evidently his endeavour to rate as highly as possible the 
authority of the writing cited by him. Of a composition 
thereof by the Apostle Paul, however, he knows nothing; 
instead of Paul he names Barnabas as its author, and that not 
in the form of a conjecture, but simply and without qualifica- 
tion, in such wise that he manifestly proceeds upon a supposi- — 
tion universally current in the churches of his native land. 
(Comp. de Pudicitia, c. 20: Volo tamen ex redundantia 
alicujus etiam comitis apostolorum testimonium superducere, 
idoneum confirmandi de proximo jure disciplinam magis- 
trorum. Exstat enim et Barnabae titulus ad Hebraeos, a Deo 
satis auctoritati viri,’ ut quem Paulus juxta se constituerit in 
abstinentiae tenore: “aut ego solus et Barnabas non habemus 
hoc operandi potestatem?” Et utique receptior apud ecclesias 
epistola Barnabae illo apocrypho Pastore moechorum. . . 
Hoe qui ab apostolis didicit et cum apostolis docuit, nunquam 
moecho et fornicatori secundam poenitentiam promissam ab 
apostolis norat.) — Also, in the time immediately following, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews cannot in Proconsular Africa 
have been regarded as a writing of the Apostle Paul. This 
is proved on the authority of Cyprian, bishop of Carthage 
(+ 258), who, with the single exception of the short Epistle 
to Philemon, makes citations from all the letters of Paul, 
and yet nowhere quotes passages from the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, but asserts, on the other hand, that Paul wrote 
only to seven churches (comp. Zestim. adv. Jud. i. 20; De 
Exhortat. Martyri, c. 11). 

But as the early Church of North Africa, so also the 
early Roman Church knew nothing of an appertaining of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews to the Pauline collection of letters. 
This is the more noteworthy, inasmuch as within the Roman 
Church the earliest trace is met with of the existence of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. For a series of characteristic 
expressions of the latter is taken up by Clemens Romanus 
(towards the end of the first century) in his Epistle to the 


1 Thus we have to read, with Oehler (Tertwll. Opp. tom. 1., Lips. 1853, p. 839), 
in place of adeo satis auctoritatis viri. 
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Corinthians (comp. specially cap. 36 with Heb. vi. 4,1. 3, 4, 
5,7, 13; cap. 17 with Heb. xi. 37; and in general, Lardner, 
Credibility of the Gospel History, Part ii. vol. i, Lond. 1748, 
p. 62 ff.; Bohme, p. Ixxv. sq.). These derived expressions, 
however, are not introduced as citations, but are blended 
with his own discourse. They prove, therefore, only that 
Clement was acquainted with the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and highly prized it, but afford no information on the 
question as to whom he regarded as the author. That, how- 
ever, Clement believed the Apostle Paul to be the author is 
rendered extremely improbable by the position which: the 
Roman Church of the subsequent period assumed towards 
this epistle. In the fragment on the canon of the Roman 
Church, discovered by Muratori, belonging to the close of 
the second century, it is stated that Paul wrote to seven 
churches ; upon which follows an enumeration of our present 
thirteen Pauline Epistles. Besides these two, other letters are* 
then named, which have been forged as coming from Paul ; 
but of the Epistle to the Hebrews not even mention is made.. 
It cannot thus in the Roman Church of that time have been 
invested with any canonical authority, much less have been 
looked upon as a writing of the -Apostle Paul. — In like 
manner Caius, presbyter at Rome at the end of the second 
century and beginning of the third, recognised, in express 
opposition to the wept Td cuvTdttew Kawvas ypadas 
mpoméTeLad TE Kal TOApma, only thirteen epistles as the 
work of the Apostle Paui, to the exclusion of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews (comp. Eusebius, Hist. Zecles. vi. 20).— Even 
as late as about the middle of the third century the Epistle 
to the Hebrews was not in the Roman Church esteemed to 
be a work of Paul, nor indeed regarded as a canonical writing. 
This is evident from the fact that Novatian, in his disserta- 
tions, De Trinitate and De Cibis Judaicis (in Gallandi, Biblioth. 
Pair. t. li, p. 287 sqq.), although these abound in Biblical 
citations, and although their subject might naturally suggest 
the employment of the Epistle to the Hebrews, nowhere so 
much as makes mention of the same; an omission which, 
supposing its recognition as a canonical writing, and one 
proceeding from Paul, would be the more inexplicable, 
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inasmuch as Novatian could hardly have urged any passage* 
of Scripture in favour of his severer view with regard to the 
receiving again into the communion of the church of those 
who had lapsed, with greater appearance of justification than 
this very text of Heb. vi. 4-6.—So likewise Eusebius 
(Hist. Eccles. vi. 20) expressly observes with respect to his 
age (first half of the fourth century): cal eis Sedpo mapa 
‘Popatov ticiv ov vouiSerar tod amogtédou Tuyyavew. — 
Of Irenaeus, moreover, the representative of the Church of 
Southern Gaul at the end of the second century and beginning 
of the third, Stephanus Gobarus relates, in Photius, Bibl. Cod. 
232 (ed. Hoeschel, Rothomagi 1653, fol. p. 903), that he, 
equally as Hippolytus, denied that the Epistle to the 
Hebrews was composed by Paul, In harmony with this 
statement is the fact that Irenaeus, in his great work Advers. 
Haereses, often as he had occasion to cite this epistle, and 
frequently as he otherwise adduces proof passages from the 
epistles of Paul, yet nowhere appeals to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. In the lost writing BuBAlov divaréEcwv Siaddpar, 
he did indeed, according to a notice in Eusebius (Hist. Eccles. 
v. 26), cite some passages from the Epistle to the Hebrews 
(just as he did from the Wisdom of Solomon); but that 
Irenaeus regarded the Apostle Paul as its author is not said 
by Eusebius either. 

Only after the middle of the fourth century did the opinion 
that Paul was its author gradually find acceptance in the 
West—a change of views which, without doubt, is to be 
traced to the preponderating influence of the Greek Church 
upon the Latin. As a work of Paul it is cited by Hilary, 
bishop of Poitiers (t 368); Lucifer of Cagliari (t 371); his 
contemporary, Fabius Marius Victorinus; Philastrius, bishop of 
Brescia (t ¢. 387); Ambrose, bishop of Milan (1397); Rufinus 
of Aquileia (tc, 411), Jerome (+ 420), Augustine (t 430), and 
others. That change of views comes out with special distinct- 
ness in the African synods at the end of the fourth century 
and the beginning of the fifth. In the thirty-sixth canon of 
the synod at Hippo (393), as in the forty-seventh canon of the 
third synod at Carthage (397), in the determination of those 
books of the New Testament to be held as canonical, the 
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number of the epistles of Paul is declared to be altogether 
thirteen ; and then is added: by the same, the Epistle to 
the Hebrews (Pauli apostoli epistolae tredecim; ejusdem ad 
Hebraeos una). This separate mention shows that at this 
time they did not. yet venture to concede to the Epistle to 
the Hebrews a perfectly equal rank with that of the thirteen 
universally recognised letters of Paul. Presently after, how- 
ever, in the twenty-ninth canon of the fifth Carthaginian synod 
(419), it is said, on the occasion of a similar enumeration : 
epistolarum Pauli apostoli numero quatuordecim. Yet, spite 
of this revolution of the judgments in general, doubts as to 
the canonicity and Pauline origin of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
were not entirely reduced to silence, even in this late period. 
Philastrius still remarks that the same was only rarely read 
in church among the Latins (Haeres. 89); and in Haeres. 88 
mentions, among the books which, according to the appoint- 
ment of the apostles and their successors, were alone to be 
publicly read in the assemblies, only thirteen Pauline Epistles. 
The commentary of Hilary (Ambrosiaster), moreover, covers 
indeed the whole thirteen Pauline Epistles, but not the Epistle 
to the Hebrews; and even Rufinus adds, on a mention of the 
epistle (Invectiva in Hieronymum 1, Opp. Hieronymi, ed. Mar- 
tianay, t. v. p. 279), the words: si quis tamen eam receperit. 
With like wavering does Jerome also often express himself 
(eg. on Tit. 1. 5, Opp. ed. Vallars, 2,'t. vii. P. 1, p. 695: Si 
quis vult recipere eam epistolam, quae sub nomine Pauli ad 
Hebraeos scripta est.— JZbid. on ii. 2, p. 714: Relege ad 
Hebraeos epistolam Pauli, sive cujuscunque altérius eam esse 
putas), and observes expressly, eg. Hpist. 125 ad Lvagriwm (ed. 
Martianay, t. ii. p. 571): Epistola ad Hebraeos, quam omnes 
Graeci recipiunt et nonnulli Latinorum.—Comment. on Matt. 
xxvi. 8, 9 (ed. Vallars, t. vi. P. 1, p. 212): Paulus, in epistola 
sua, quae scribitur ad Hebraeos, licet de ea multi Latinorum 
dubitent.— Catalog. c. 59 (ed. Martianay, t. iv. p. 117): sed et 
apud Romanos usque hodie quasi Pauli apostoli non habetur ; 
and similarly elsewhere. In like manner Augustine also 
observes (De Peccatorwm meritis et remissione, 1. 27, Opp. ed. 
Bened. t. x., Antw. 1700, p. 18) that the Epistle to the Hebrews 
is nunnullis incerta, although he himself is decided in his judg- 
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ment by the auctoritas ecclesiarum orientalium, among whom 
this writing also is held in canonical repute. 

But as we are not able to appeal, in support of the hypothesis 
that Paul is the author of this epistle, to the decided and 
unanimous tradition of antiquity, so also— 

(2) The hints afforded by the epistle itself, with regard to 
the person and historic situation of its author, do not lead us 
to think of the Apostle Paul. The passage ii. 3 is absolutely 
decisive against Paul. For here the author reckons himself 
among the number of those who have received their knowledge 
of the gospel not immediately from the Lord Himself, but only 
through the medium of the first disciples and ear-witnesses. 
He claims thus no equal rank with the twelve apostles, but 
takes his place at the standpoint of Luke (Luke i. 2). That 
is, however, the direct opposite of the manner in which Paul 
expresses himself, when he sets forth, whether polemically or 
without any secondary aim, how he obtained his acquaintance 
with the gospel: he denies expressly that he had acquired his 
knowledge of the gospel from the teaching of men; it was 
communicated to him immediately, by revelation, from the 
Lord Himself, and on that account he stands upon a complete 
equality of apostolic dignity with the twelve original apostles 
er 29 97,15 16, es 2 Cart ie 1px 23.9 Eph. 
iii. 2, 3)—Indications of a Pauline origin, it has been thought, 
may be discovered in x. 34, xii. 18 f., 25,24. But altogether 
without reason. The first passage would favour a reference to 
Paul only in the case that the lectio receptu tots decpots pov 
were correct. It is, however, decidedly false ; instead thereof 
we have to read tots decpiows. The second passage likewise 
affords no sufficient ground for thinking of Paul. For the 
statement that the author was a prisoner is not at all to be 
found in it; since the concluding words of xiii. 23 plainly 
show that the author, at the time of inditing his epistle, was 
in a position of entire freedom.’ Further, from the third 

1 That the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews was in a state of captivity, 
and was begging of the church for intercession with God in his éaiyis, Tobler 
(‘‘Studien nach dem Codex Sinaiticus iiber den Hebrierbrief,” in Hilgenfeld’s 
Zischr. f. wiss. Theol. 1864, H. 4, p. 357 f.) has nevertheless felt bound to 


deduce from the form of the text in the Codex Sinaiticus: xporstysote wep) nuay 
Bou nang. ba yap bri xudrny cuvidncw Exousy ty rao nardws Oidovres avnorpipzobas. 
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passage we may certainly conclude that the author was on 
terms of friendship with Timothy, the well-known assistant of 
Paul. But this fact could be regarded as a sign indicative of 
Paul himself only if Timothy were characterized as a person 
who occupied a subordinate position towards the author, which 
is not the case. As the words read, the passage is appropriate 
to any disciple of Paul as the writer. To this the considera- 
tion must be added, that in the passage in question the 
deliverance of Timothy out of his captivity is announced: the 
readers must thus have had a knowledge of the imprisonment 
itself; it could not therefore have been either insignificant or 
of short duration. Of an imprisonment of Timothy, however, 
so long as he was the assistant of Paul, there is not found the 
slightest trace, either in the epistles of the latter or in the 
Acts of the Apostles... Much more probable is it, therefore, 
that this notice refers to an imprisonment suffered by Timothy 
only after the death of the Apostle Paul. The fourth passage, 


According to Tobler, z«a7. é« is to be derived from xw#Aziv, and indeed is to be 
regarded as an earlier contraction for xaAsauede, In which the quantity of the 
crasis has remained resting on the former vowel (!); so that xa#Aicéa:, in this 
connection, would correspond to the Latin in jus vocari, citari, Acts iv. 18, 
xxiv. 2, and the sense would result: ‘‘ Pray for us, for we are summoned before 
the tribunal, must plead in our own defence; that we may have a good con- 
science, a cheerful spirit, to give an account; for in all things, and in this case 
too, we wish to walk rightly.” But in order to perceive the erroneousness of 
such a mode of argument, a glance at the codex itself may suffice. This presents 
Heb. xiii, 18 in the following arrangement : 

mporsux sabe we 

fs NLWY OTL KAAN. 

ba yap ort xaAny 

TUVOno K.7.A. 
Evidently x«4%. is nothing else than the x«az» following in the next line, inas- 
much as a stroke at the end of a line is very often placed in the Cod. Sin. 
instead of an end letter ; so that by a mere error of transcribing, of which there 
are very many in the Cod. Sin., or: xzazy, which belonged only to the third 
line, was wrongly placed in the second, and here pushed out the three first 
syllables of the seou:é«, which the copyist had before him in the text given 
him for copying. That the copyist really had ¢:ou:éa—for which, moreover, 
the fourth hand has put r:soéauev by way of correction—before him for copying 
is clearly shown, as well by the é«, as also by the yep of the third line. Comp. 
against Tobler also Volkmar, in Hilgenfeld’s Zéschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1865, H. 1, 
p. 108 ff. 

} That Ebrard (p. 417 ff.) is very much inclined to bring out of the construction 

of Phil. ii. 19, 28 an imprisonment of Timothy at Rome, at the time when Paul 
was held captive there, deserves to be mentioned only as a curiosity. 
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finally, is supposed to show that the epistle was written from 
Rome, and on that account probably by Paul. But from of 
aro ths “Iradéas the author could send salutations only if he 
were somewhere outside of Italy. If he had himself been 
present in Italy, with the Italian Christians from whom the 
salutations come, at the time of the composition of the epistle, 
he must have indicated them as oi év tH "Itadia (comp. 1 Pet. 
v.13). At most, we could only assume that the author had 
meant by of aro rhs “ItaNas Roman Christians out of the 
province, in opposition to o¢ év “Pay, the Christians of the 
Roman capital. Then he would certainly have been dwelling 
in Rome. But how would it be explicable, in that case, that 
he should neglect to convey a salutation from these Christians 
of the capital? While, on the other hand, if the author was 
writing outside of Italy, the isolated expression of greeting 
from of amo ths ’ItaXias is simply explained on the supposi- 
tion, that in the place of his dwelling for the time being, a 
Christian church from which he could likewise send salutations 
did not yet at all exist. 

Against Paul as the author argue— 

(8) The style and manner of presentation characteristic of 
the epistle. Origen has already observed (vid. supra, p. 3), 
that every one who is a judge of the diversities of language 
must admit that this writing is cvvOécer ths AéEews EAXANUVL- 
xwtépa than the letters of Paul; and the same fact, even 
before his time, drew the attention of Clemens Alexandrinus 
(vid. supra, p. 2), as in general the widespread belief of 
antiquity in a Hebrew original of the epistle is based upon 
such divergency. But the epistle is distinguished not merely 
by a purer Greek,—with which are found mingled Hebraisms, 
for the most part only in the citations borrowed from the Old 
Testament,—it is also more perfectly rounded off into periods, 
and more rhetorical. Whereas Paul wrestles with the lan- 
guage in order to express in words the abundance of thoughts 
pouring in upon him, and irregularities of grammar, variations 
of structure, and anacoluthias are nothing rare with him, the 
language of the Epistle to the Hebrews always flows on in 
smooth facility. The harmonious symmetry of the sentences 
is preserved uninterrupted, even where parentheses of consider- 
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able extent are inserted (comp. vii. 20-22); nay, parenthesis 
is enclosed within parenthesis, and yet the writer steadily 
returns to complete the construction begun (comp. xii. 8-24). 
The greatest care is bestowed throughout upon euphony and 
musical cadence (comp. eg. i. 1-4, vii. 1-3), upon the effective 
grouping of words (comp. eg. vii. 4), and even the use of 
particles and participles betrays throughout an acquaintance 
with the art of composition and a learned rhetoric. While 
the Apostle Paul is everywhere concerned only about the 
matter itself which he is presenting, never troubles himself 
about a fair form of its clothing in language, and with him even 
the most affecting outbursts of natural eloquence are never 
anything but the immediate product of the moment,—in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews the endeavour after euphony and 
adornment of style extends even to the details of expression 
and the turns of the discourse. Where, for instance, the plain 
and simple pso@ds, of which Paul regularly makes use, might 
have been placed without any difference of sense, the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews chooses just as regularly the 
fuller sounding prcOamodocia (ii. 2, x. 35, xi. 26), and in 
accordance therewith makes use of opxwpocia (vii. 20, 21, 28), 
aipatexyva ia (ix. 22), and other sonorous compounds. Whilst, 
further, eg., the sitting of Christ at the right hand of God is 
indicated by Paul simply by év SeE:a tod Ocod KaOjpwevos (Col. 
ill. 1; comp. also Rom. viii. 34; Eph. i. 20), in the Epistle 
to the Hebrews the majestic formulas: éxa@icev év de&ia THs 
peyarootyyns év invyrois (i. 3), éxdicev év Seka Tod Opovou 
THS peyadwobvns év Tois ovpavois (viii. 1), év SeEva Tod Opdvov 
Tod Oeod KexdOcxev (xii. 2), serve to express the same thought. 
Further, that which Paul predicates of Christ, in describing 
Him simply as etc@y tod Geod (2 Cor. iv. 4), or as eixwv Tod 
Qeod rod dopdrov (Col. i. 15), or as év popdA Oeod irdpywv 
(Phil. ii, 6), is expressed by the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews in more carefully chosen language by means of the 
characteristic @v damatyacua ths SoEns Kal yapaxrip Ths 
tnootdcews Tov Oeov.\—As, however, the author of the Epistle 

+ Many further differences of language in details, in part connected with the 


fact that in the Epistle to the Hebrews the language is preponderantly rhetorical, 
with Paul preponderantly dialectic, see in Schulz, Der Brief an die Hebr., 
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to the Hebrews surpasses the Apostle Paul in respect of this 
external side of the diction, and of all writers of the New 
Testament comes nearest to a classical perfection—in such 
wise that only some portions in Luke bear comparison there- 
with,—yet, on the other hand, he falls considerably behind the 
Apostle Paul in respect of the inner character of his mode of 
presentation. There is wanting to his argumentation that 
dialectic acuteness (comp. eg. xii. 25), to his sequence of 
thought that severe and firm connectedness (comp. ey. iv. 14), 
to his expression that precision and definiteness (comp. ey. 
vil. 27), which are characteristic of the Apostle Paul. 

(4) Deviations from Paul are shown, further, in the 
doctrinal subject-matter of the epistle. Certainly in the 
main, and regarded as a whole, its fundamental doctrinal 
conception is the same as in the Pauline Epistles, as also in 
details it affords manifold notes of accord with the doctrinal 
presentation of the latter." Nevertheless, this dogmatic har- 
mony is not without peculiar, individual, independent colour- 
ing in the Epistle to the Hebrews.” The Apostle Paul regards 
as the most important fact in the history of salvation, the 
resurrection of Christ ; by this did the work of salvation first 
receive the divine sanction and attestation; by it was Christ 


Breslau 1818, p. 135 ff.; Seyffarth, De ep. quae dicitur ad Hebr. indole maxime 
peculiari, Lips. 1821, p. 25 sqq. 

1 Comparisons of points of coincidence, which, however, stand in need of 
critical sifting, seein Fr. Spanhemius, De auctore epistolae ad Hebraeos (Opp. 
t. ii., Lugd. Bat. 1703, fol. p. 171 sqq.); Cramer, p. lxix. sqq., Ixxx. sqq.; 
Petr. Hofstede de Groot, Disputatio, qua epistola ad Hebracos cum Paulinis 
epistolis comparatur, Traj. ad Rhen. 1826, 8. 

2 Yet on account of this independence to regard the epistle, with Riehm 
(Lehrbegriff des Hebrderbriefs, Ludwigsb. 1858, 1859, II. p. 861 ff.), after the 
example of R. Kostlin (Z’heol. Jahrbb. of Baur and Zeller, 1854, H. 4, p. 468 ff.), 
also Ritschl (Entstehung der altkathol. Kirche, 2 Aufl., Bonn 1857, p. 159 ff.) 
and Weiss (Studien u. Kritiken, 1859, H. 1, p. 142 ff.), as not the work of 
a writer of the Pauline school, but to discover in it a later stage of development 
of the primitive apostolic Judaeo-Christianity, is a proceeding not warranted by 
any sufficient ground. There is the less reason for such judgment, inasmuch as 
a very close personal connection of the author of the epistle with Paul and his ° 
disciples and fellow-labourers is conceded ; in the doctrinal conception of the 
epistle not only no contradiction of Paul is discovered, but, on the contrary, a 
higher agreement with him on all essential points ; and it is, moreoyer, taken 
for granted that the epistle arose through the incitement and under the influence 
of Paulinism, 
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first by a divine deed proved to be the Son of God. Of the 
death of Christ, therefore, Paul speaks almost always in con- 
nection with the resurrection. This importance, however, the 
resurrection of Christ has not for the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. Only incidentally, in the invocation xii. 20, 
is it mentioned by him; in the body of the epistle, on the 
contrary, stress is laid exclusively upon the death of Christ 
and the heavenly high-priesthood, of which office the Saviour 
Christ, exalted to the right hand of God, is the occupant and 
fulfiller. In addition to this, the notion of riorcs is different 
with our author from what it is with Paul. Whereas with 
Paul the wicris involves an opposition to the vduos and the 
épya vouov, and has its object in particular in Christ, the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, on the other hand, 
understands thereby in general the believing, humble con- 
fiding in God's grace and promises, in opposition to the seeing 
of their realizationn—a phase of the conception which but 
rarely (comp. 2 Cor. v. 7) is met with in Paul. It is, more- 
over, a remarkable fact that no reference is made to the parti- 
cipation of the Gentiles in the Messianic kingdom,—although 
the author must have entertained the same views as Paul on 
this point, inasmuch as he regards Judaism only as an imper- 
fect preparatory stage to Christianity, and demands a coming 
forth from the former, in order to become partakers of the 
blessings of the latter.—whence it seems to follow that the 
author found his life’s task not so much in the conversion of 
the Gentiles, as in the conversion of his Jewish kinsmen. 
Peculiar to this epistle is, further, the prevailing fondness for 
a typico-symbolic mode of contemplation, which is met with 
indeed in Paul’s writings (eg. Gal. iv. 21 ff; 1 Cor. x. 1 ff), 
but yet only in isolated instances; and other peculiarities 
besides. Comp. Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. I. p. 221 ff, 
385 ff, IL p. 682 ff, 821 ff.; Davidson, Introduction, I. 
p. 241 ff 
(5) Decisive against Paul are, further, the citations from 
the Old Testament. While Paul not merely makes use of the 
1 Comp. de Wette, ‘‘ Ueber die symbolisch-typische Lehrart des Briefes an die 


Hebr.” (in the Uheologische Zeitschrift of Schleiermacher, de Wette, and Liicke, 
Heft 8, Berlin 1822, p. 1ff.). 
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LXX., but is also at home in the original Hebrew text, and 
often independently translates this for himself, for the most 
part also cites with more or less freedom and from memory ; 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews follows the LXX. 
exclusively, and generally with great exactness. He even 
bases an argument upon its inaccurate renderings (comp. 
specially x. 5—7), in such wise that he can have possessed no 
knowledge of the Hebrew, or at any rate but a very unsatis- 
factory knowledge-—a fact which even in early times was not 
overlooked by the opponents of the Pauline origin of the 
epistle (comp. Jerome on Isa. vi. 9, Opp. ed. Martianay, 
t. il. p. 64: Pauli quoque idcirco ad Hebraeos epistolae 
contradicitur, quod ad Hebraeos scribens utatur testimoniis 
quae in Hebraeis voluminibus non habentur). The references 
in detail see in Bleek, Abtheil. 1, p. 338-369. 

(6) The author describes, ix. 1-5, the arrangement of the 
Jewish sanctuary, and presupposes (ver. 6) that this still con- 
tinues in its original form in the Jewish temple of his time. 
In so doing, however, he falls into divers historic errors (comp. 
the exposition), such as would have been impossible with 
Paul, who had lived a considerable time in Jerusalem. 

(7) If Paul were the author, he would not have deviated from 
his constant practice of mentioning his name in an address 
prefixed tothe epistle. For a tenable ground for such deviation 
is not to be discovered. Comp. Bleek, Abth. 1, p. 296 ff 

(8) Regarded in general, it is very improbable that Paul 
should have written an epistle to purely Judaeo-Christian 
congregations, to whom the epistle is, however, addressed (see 
sec. 2). For he would thereby have been untrue to his 
fundamental principle of not intruding into another man’s 
sphere of labour (Rom. xv. 20 ; Gal. ii. 9). 

The arguments enumerated are in their totality of such 
constraining force that we can feel no surprise if, upon every 
revival of the critico-scientific spirit in the church, doubts, too, 
with regard to the Pauline origin of the epistle should always 
be excited afresh, after they had long seemed to have died out. 
At the time of the Reformation, Cajetan and Erasmus within 
the Catholic Church declared themselves against the claim of 
Paul to the authorship of the epistle. The former was on 
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that account assailed by Ambrosius Catharinus ; the latter was 
compelled to defend himself against the Sorbonne, and the 
Council of Trent suppressed all further expression of a freer 
judgment, in decreeing the epistle to be the fourteenth epistle 
of Paul! Yet more decidedly was the Pauline authorship of 
the epistle denied by the Reformers. Luther separated the 
Epistle to the Hebrews from the letters of Paul in his editions 
of the New Testament, and placed it, with the Epistles of 
James and Jude and the Apocalypse, after “the right certain 
main books of the New Testament,” since those four books 
“of old time (vorzeiten) had another estimation put upon 
them.” “First of all,” he says (see Walch, Thl. 14, p. 146 f.), 
“that this Epistle to the Hebrews is not St. Paul’s or any 
other apostle’s, is shown thereby, that it stands in chap. 
ii. 3 thus: this doctrine has come down to us through those 
who themselves have heard it of the Lord. By this it is made 
clear that he speaks of the apostles as a disciple to whom 
such doctrine has come from the apostles, perhaps long after. 
For St. Paul, Gal. i. 1, powerfully attests that he has his 
gospel from no man, nor by man, but from God Himself. 
Besides this, it has a hard knot, in that it in chap. vi. 
and x. straightway denies and refuses repentance to sinners 
after baptism, and in xii. 17 says Esau sought repentance 
and yet did not find it. The which, as it sounds, seemeth to 
be against all gospels and epistles of St. Paul. And although 
one may make a gloss thereon, yet the words after all sound 
so clear, that I know not whether it will suffice. To me it 
seems that this is an epistle put together out of several parts, 
and not in regular order treating of one and the same thing. 
However this may be, it certainly is a wondrously fine epistle, 
which speaks in a masterly and solid way of the priesthood of 
Christ out of the Scriptures, and, moreover, finely and fully 
expounds the Old Testament. This is clear, that it comes 
from an excellent learned man, who was a disciple of the 
apostles, had learned much of them, and was firmly experienced 
in the faith and exercised in the Scripture. And though he, 
indeed, lays not the foundation of the faith, as he himself 


1 Fourth sitting of the 8th April 1546: Testamenti Novi... quatuordecim 
epistolae Pauli apostoli, ad Romanos... ad Philemonem, ad Hebraeos. 
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testifieth, chap. vi. 1, that which is the office of the apostles, 
—yet he builds thereon fine gold, silver, precious stones, as 
St. Paul says, 1 Cor. iii. 12. On that account we shall not 
be troubled if perchance a little wood, straw, or hay be there- 
with mingled, but receive such fine teaching with all honour, 
without being able to equal it in all respects to the apostolic 
epistles. Who wrote it, however, is unknown, and will indeed 
remain unknown for a while yet; but that is no matter. The 
dectrine shall content us, since this is so firmly based on and 
in the Scripture, and likewise shows a right fine grasp and 
measure for reading and handling the word of Scripture.” As 
Luther, so also Melanchthon, the Magdeburg Centuriators, 
Lucas Osiander, Balduin, Hunnius, and others, denied the 
Pauline origin of the epistle; and of the Reformed Church, 
Calvin, Beza, Jos. Scaliger, Dan. Heinsius, cum multis aliis.’ 
Later, however, even in the Protestant Church the supposition 
that Paul was the author became gradually again more general, 
and was after the beginning of the seventeenth century the 
ecclesiastically accepted opinion, from which only the 
Arminians and Socinians ventured to depart. A freer research 
was first set going again by Semler and Michaelis; it has 
almost universally decided unfavourably to Paul. Yet the 
theory of a directly Pauline origin has still found defenders in 
Storr, Hug, G. W. Meyer (in Ammon and Bertholdt’s Kit. 
Journal der neuesten theol. Lnterat., Bd. ii. St. 3, p. 225 ff), 
Heinrichs (but comp. the preface to the second edition), 
Hofstede de Groot (Disputatio, qua ep. ad Hebr. cum Paulinis 
epp. comparatur, Traj. ad Rhen. 1826), Moses Stuart, Gelpke 
(Vindiciae originis Paulinae ad Hebracos epistolae, nova ratione* 


1 Yet, while the Lutheran Church preserved in its symbols a freer position 
towards the canon, the Reformed Church in the Confessio Belgica (cap. iv. 
p. 171sq., ed. Augusti. Comp. also the Helvetica of 1566, cap. xi. p. 25sq., 
xvi. p. 48, and the Bohemica of 1535, art. iv. p. 281, vi. p. 286, xx. p. 323) 
adopted the decision that Paul wrote fourteen epistles. 

2 The nova ratio consists in the circumstantial demonstration that the Epistle 
to the Hebrews betrays an affinity to the writings of Seneca (!), mainly to his 
little book de Providentia, which reaches so deeply that it cannot have arisen by 
accident. It is thus in all probability due to a personal intercourse of the writer 
of the epistle with Seneca, —a fact which is applicable only in the case of Paul, 
who, according to a trustworthy early tradition, was brought into communication 
with Seneca. 
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tentatac, Lugduni Batav. 1832, 8.), Paulus, Stein, Bloomfield 
(Greck Testament, 9th ed. vol. ii, Lond. 1855, p. 572 ff), 
Biesenthal (Epistola Pauli ad Hebracos cwm rabbinico Commen- 
tario, Berol. 1857; Zitschr. f. Luth. Theol. u. Kirche, 1866, 
H. 4, p. 616), J. Chr. K. v. Hofmann (Der Schriftbewers, 
II, 2,.2 Aufl, Nordling. 1860, p. (105, 3783+ Die ' hed. 
Schrift neuen Testaments zusammenhingend untersucht, Thi. 5, 
Nordl. 1873, p. 520 ff), Robbins (in Park and Taylor’s 
Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. xviii, Andover 1861, July, p. 469 ff), 
W. Volck (in the Dorpat Ztschr. fiir Theol. u. Kirche, Jahrg. 
1869, Bd. ii. H. 4, p. 504 ff), J. B. M‘Caul (Zhe Epistle to 
the Hebrews in a Paraphrastic Commentary, with Illustrations 
JSrom Philo, the Targums, the Mishna and Gemara, the later 
Rabbinical Writers, etc, Lond. 1871, p. 4, 329), Joh. 
Wichelhaus (Akadem. Vorless, iiber das N. T., herausgeg. v. A. 
Zahn, Halle 1875, p. 3 f.), and Jatho (Blicke in die Bedeutung 
des mosaischen Cultus, Hildesh. 1876, p. 1 ff.); while Woerner 
(Der Brief St. Pauli an die Hebréer, Ludwigsb. 1876, 
p. 253f.) expresses himself with hesitation, and Guericke 
(Hinleitung in das N. T. p. 441), Delitzsch Gn Rudelbach 
and Guericke’s Ztschr. f. d. Luth. Theol. 1849, p. 266, and 
in the commentary), Ebrard, and some others seek at least to 
trace back the epistle indirectly to Paul, inasmuch as they 
suppose it to have been written by his direction and under 
his oversight. But that this last modification also is an 
untenable and unjustified one, is evident. For, of a fact of 
this kind there must of necessity be some indication found in 
the epistle itself; whereas this writing everywhere gives the 
impression of an independent work of an independent Chris- 
tian teacher. So likewise, inasmuch as then, too, Paul would 
surely be the only representative of the subject-matter of the 
epistle, the meaning of such expressions as 11. 3 and others 
would become more absolutely inexplicable. 

If the Epistle to the Hebrews can thus be neither directly 
nor indirectly a work of the Apostle Paul, the question 
further arises, whether the true author is still to be discovered 
with any degree of probability. The decision of some has 
been in favour of Barnabas, others of Luke, others of Clemens 
Romanus, others again of Silvanus, and others, finally, of Apollos. 
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Barnabas has been looked upon as the author by J. E. 
Chr. Schmidt (Histor.- Krit. Hinleit. in’s N. 7., Abth. 1, 
p. 289 ff), Twesten (Dogmatik, Bd. 1, 4 Aufl. p. 95), 
Thiersch (De Epistola ad Hebr. commentatio historica, Marb. 
1848, p. 1), Wieseler, Chronologie des apostolischen Zeitalters, 
Gotting. 1848, p. 504 ff; Untersuchung tiber den Hebréerbrief, 
namentlich seinen Verfasser u. seine Leser, 1 Hilfte [Schriften 
der Universitit zu Kiel aus dem Jahre, 1860, 4, Bd. VIL; 
also printed separately, Kiel 1861, 8]), Adalb. Maier 
(Comment. tib. d. Br. an d. Hebr., Freib. im Br. 1861, 
p. 13 ff.), Ritschl (Theol. Studd. u. Kritt. 1866, H. 1, p. 89), 
and Renan (L’Antechrist, Paris 1873, p. xvii. f 210 f)? 
According to Wieseler, of all the claims to the authorship, 
that of Barnabas is best vouched for by the tradition of 
antiquity. But in reality there remains only the single 
testimony (certainly a very definite one) of Tertullian (vide 
supra, p. 7) in favour of Barnabas. For that it was also 
held in the majority of churches of the East to be a work of 
Barnabas, cannot be inferred, with Wieseler (comp. already 
Ullmann, p. 391), from the words of Jerome (Epist. 129, ad 
Dardan., Opp. ed. Martianay, t. 1. p. 608): Illud nostris 
dicendum est, hance epistolam, quae inscribitur ad Hebraeos, 
non solum ab ecclesiis orientis sed ab omnibus retro ecclesi- 
asticis Graeci sermonis scriptoribus quasi Pauli apostoli 
suscipi; licet plerique eam vel Barnabae vel Clementis arbi- 
trentur, et nihil interesse, cujus sit, quum ecclesiastici viri sit 
et quotidie ecclesiarum lectione celebretur. To supply a 


1 Yet Thiersch—and similarly Meier—assigns also a part in the composition 
of the epistle to the Apostle Paul. Thiersch says, /.c.; “‘ Barnabam igitur, qui 
et ipse gentium fuit apostolus, et Paulum communi consilio et conjuncta opera 
literas illas elaborasse existimo. Ita quidem ut in maxima parte Barnabas, vir 
ille dono prophetiae et fervore rupaxadcews insignis agnoscatur, epilogum vero 
Paulus sua manu adjecerit atque ita, concedente Barnaba, suam fecerit 
epistolam.” Comp. also Thiersch, Die Kirche im apostol. Zeitalter, Frankf. 
and Erlangen 1852, p. 197 ff. 

2 Joh. Cameron is also named as a representative of this view. Bleek (Abth. 1, 
p. 261, note 364) refers to Cameron’s Quaestio ii. in Hp. ad Hebr., and Ullmann 
(p. 389, note) to his Myrothecium Evangelicwm. But in the latter work, at any 
rate, there is found no statement of this kind. In this Cameron usually speaks 
of the author as Apostolus, but certainly distinguishes him from the Apostle 
Paul. Comp. e.g. on Heb. vii. 18, ed. Salmur., 1677, 4, p. 270. 
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nostrorum to the plerique, with Tholuck and Delitzsch, out 
of the preceding nostris, is indeed impossible; plerique can 
receive its more precise definition only either from the last 
member of the sentence beginning with ad, or else from the 
two such members. But it is in an equal degree unjustifiable, 
in connection with the latter supposition, to assign vel 
Barnabae, in distinct separation, to the ecclesiae orientis, 
and vel Clementis to the Graeci sermonis scriptores, and then 
to help out the verdict thus gained—to wit, that the majority 
in the East traced the epistle indeed to Paul, but derived its 
present Greek form from Barnabas—with the conjecture “that 
the original tradition of those Eastern churches pointed to the 
sole authorship of Barnabas.” Rather is Jerome’s manner of 
expressing himself in the fore-cited passage in more than one 
respect inaccurate; inasmuch as he is, moreover, acquainted 
with Luke, as a third person who might be mentioned in the 
same category with Barnabas and Clement, and elsewhere is 
able to adduce only a single early authority in favour of the 
opinion that Barnabas composed the epistle, and this authority 
belonging not to the Eastern church, but to that of the West. 
The passage finds its corrective in the words of the Catalogus 
Seriptorum, ec. 5 (Opp. ed. Martianay, t. iv. p. 103 sq.): 
Epistola autem, quae fertur ad Hebraeos, non ejus creditur 
propter stili sermonisque distantiam, sed vel Barnabae juxta 
Tertullianum, vel Lucae evangelistae juxta quosdam, vel 
Clementis Romanae ecclesiae episcopi, quem ajunt ipsi 
adjunctum sententias Pauli proprio ordinasse et ornasse 
sermone,—according to which Jerome was acquainted only 
with Tertullian as the representative of the view that 
Barnabas wrote the epistle. If, further, Philastrius, Haer. 89, 
observes: Sunt alii quoque, qui epistolam Pauli ad Hebraeos 
non adserunt esse ipsius, sed dicunt aut Barnabae esse 
apostoli, aut Clementis de urbe Roma episcopi, it is likewise 
entirely unprovable that the aut Barnabae did not refer 
merely to Tertullian. In like manner it does not, of course, 
at all follow, from the fact that the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
placed after the Pastoral Epistles in the Peshito, that the 
early Syrian Church regarded the epistle as the work of none 
other than Barnabas. It is, in the last place, a mere assertion 
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when we are told that in the Versus scribturarum sanctarum 
—an ancient stichometric catalogue of the sacred writings of 
the O. and N. T., which is preserved to us, inserted in the 
Codex Claromontanus between the Epistle to Philemon and 
that to the Hebrews (comp. Cod. Claromontanus, ed. Tischen- 
dorf, Lips. 1852, 4, p. 468 sq.)—the Epistle to the Hebrews 
bears the name of an ZLpistola Barnabae. (So first Credner in 
the Theol. Jahrbb. 1857, p. 307 ff.; Gesch. des Neutest. Kanon., 
Berl. 1860, p. 175 ff.) That catalogue presents only the 
words: Barnabae epist. ver. DCCCL; it simply mentions, 
therefore, the Epistle of Barnabas, and adds how many verses 
or lines (stichov) it contains. The supposition is thus only 
natural, that the same writing is meant which elsewhere in 
the early church bears the name of the Epistle of Barnabas, 
and in the Codex Sinaiticus is bound up with the canonical 
books of the New Testament. Nay, this supposition is raised 
entirely beyond doubt by the fact that, in addition to the 
“Barnabae epist.,” and on the same level therewith, the 
Pastor, the Actus Pauli, and the fevelatio Petri, thus 
writings which in later time were just as little reckoned 
among the canonical books (the “sanctae scribturae” of the 
catalogue) as the Epistle of Barnabas, are likewise enumerated 
and stichometrically defined in this catalogue. Moreover, the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, if this had been thought of in 
connection with the “Barnabae epist.,” must at least have 
been denoted by the reading Barnabae ad Hebracos epist.; as 
also Tertullian (comp. p. 7) did not deem the addition ad 
Hebracos, for the designation of our Epistle to the Hebrews, 
redundant. It is true the assertion has been made, that the 
number of lines mentioned points to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. But we should be permitted to make a deduction 
from this number of lines, only in case the number of lines 
for the several books of the New Testament were a fixed one 
in the mss. It is, however, an altogether wavering and 
changing one. Thus the accounts of the lines for the Epistle 
to the Hebrews (comp. Tischendorf, N. T. ed. 7, P. i 
p- 596) vary between the numbers 703 and 830. Not one 
of these numbers reaches the sum of 850 mentioned in the 
catalogue. If, therefore, we are to make any deduction at 
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all from these data, we must rather suppose that the number 
850 is much more favourable to the epistle otherwise known 
as the Epistle of Barnabas than to our Epistle to the 
Hebrews, since the former exceeds the latter in extent by 
about a third. (In the Codex Sinaiticus the Epistle of 
Barnabas occupies 534 columns, and the Epistle to the 
Hebrews 404.) It is asserted, further, that the Barnabae 
epist. of the catalogue must be regarded as the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, because it has obtained a place in the enumeration 
before the Revelation of John and the Acts of the Apostles, 
and so by the intervention of the two latter writings is 
separated from the Pastor, the Actus Puuli, and the Leevelatio 
Petri. But this order of enumeration does not warrant such 
conclusion, any more than a special mark of design is to be 
discovered in the unusual order of mentioning the Epistles to 
the Colossians and Philemon only after the Pastoral Epistles, 
which is observed in the same catalogue. The consideration 
that, if our view be correct, the Epistle to the Hebrews has 
been entirely passed over without mention in the catalogue, 
can present no difficulty. We need not even suppose that 
the mention thereof has been overlooked in consequence of a 
mere blunder in copying. This is indeed possible, since the 
Epistles to the Thessalonians and that to the Philippians 
have for a lke reason been passed over unmentioned, and 
otherwise the negligence of the copyist displays itself in the 
catalogue, in the fact that the two Epistles of Peter, eg., bear 
therein the appellations ad Petrum I. and ad Petrwm II. 
The non-mention of the Epistle to the Hebrews is rather to 
be explained simply from the fact, well known from other 
sources, that this epistle was not invested with any canonical 
authority in the early church of the West, from which this 
catalogue comes down to us.— Favourable to the claim of 
Barnabas might appear the historic incident of his receiving 
this his name (vids tapaxAncews), according to Acts iv. 36, 
on account of his gifts of prophetic or spiritual utterance, 
with which the eloquent language of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews might be shown to accord. Nor would there be 
anything directly opposed to such view in the circumstance 
that in Acts xiii. 9 ff, 16 ff, xiv. 9 ff, not Barnabas but Paul 


INTRODUCTION. 25 


is described as the chief speaker, and that consequently the 
former is in Acts xiv. 12 compared to Zeus; the latter, on 
the other hand, to Hermes. For although the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is superior in point of diction to the Pauline 
Epistles, a greater facility of graceful writing does not of neces- 
sity argue a greater facility of oral discourse. In favour of 
Barnabas, might, further, his birth in Cyprus be supposed to 
plead, and consequently—since Cyprus was in various ways 
connected with Alexandria—the Alexandrian type of thought 
which appears in the epistle would not be inappropriate to 
him. But absolutely decisive against Barnabas is the fact 
that, according to Acts iv. 36, 37, he was a Levite, and must 
have long time dwelt in Jerusalem, since he even possessed 
land there. He must therefore have been more accurately 
informed with regard to the inner arrangements of the temple 
in Jerusalem at that time than was the case with the author 
of our epistle." For the temple at Jerusalem is meant (see 
sec. 2), and not that at Leontopolis in Egypt, as Wieseler 
supposes. 

Luke has been frequently regarded even in early times as 
at least the translator or the penman of the epistle; and a 
share in the work of its composition has been ascribed to him 
by Hug (in the later editions of his Hinleit. in’s N. T.), and 
more recently Delitzsch (in Rudelb. and Guericke’s Zeztschr. 
fiir die Inth. Theol. 1849, H. 2, p. 272 ff, and in the 
Kommentar zum Hebr-Br. p. 704) and Ebrard, as also J. V. 
Dollinger (Christenthum u. Kirche in der Zeit der Grundlegung, 
Regensb. 1860, p. 86), inasmuch as the first-named attributes 
to him the linguistic garb of the epistle, and the others assign 
to him the elaboration of the thoughts furnished to him by 
the Apostle Paul. As the independent composer, on the 
other hand, Luke has been regarded by Grotius and 8S. Crell 
(in the pseudonymous writing, Artemonii initiwm ev. Joannis 
ex antiquitate ecclesiastica restitutum, P. 1, 1726/35pr98); 
and Delitzsch also (comp. his commentary on the Ep. p. 707) 


1 Tf the so-called Epistle of Barnabas were genuine, the diversity of character 
between that and the Epistle to the Hebrews would likewise form a decisive 
counter-argument against the claim of Barnabas. But the genuineness of that 
epistle is, to say the least, doubtful. 
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now holds this view to be at least possible. To the Pauline 
Christian Luke, certainly the self-characterizing of Heb. ii. 3 
is appropriate (comp. Luke i. 2), as well as the purer Greek 
and the more skilful formation of periods. There are also to 
be discovered certain peculiarities in the phraseology — to 
which Grotius already calls attention—which are met with 
only in the writings of Luke and in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. Nevertheless, these points of contact are only of a 
subordinate nature, whilst side by side with them a thorough 
diversity of style and presentation is to be observed. In Luke, 
where he writes independently, there is displayed a mere 
smoothness in the flow of the language; in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, on the other hand, a self-conscious majesty of rhetoric 
reveals itself. Moreover, there is nothing in Luke to corre- 
spond to the Alexandrian-Jewish spirit of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. The proof which Delitzsch has recently sought to 
establish in his commentary—namely, that the most decided 
similarity as regards the choice of words and the construction 
of the sentences connects the Epistle to the Hebrews with 
the writings of Luke, nay, that even in characteristic points 
of doctrine a striking coincidence is to be observed between 
the respective writings—was therefore predestined to failure. 
The evidence for his assertion has been scattered by Delitzsch 
through his whole commentary; and it almost seems as 
though this, for the reader and critic highly inconvenient 
mode of proceeding, had been chosen under the unconscious 
feeling that the evidence was not in a position to admit of 
synoptical classification, without in such case at once being 
laid bare in all its weakness. For, so soon as we critically 
sift that which has been uneritically piled together by 
Delitzsch; so soon as we separate therefrom that which is not 
exclusively peculiar to Luke and the Epistle to the Hebrews; 
so soon as we also put out of the account that which Luke 
has only taken up out of the sources employed by him, and 
cease to lay any weight upon isolated expressions and turns 
of discourse which were the common property either of the 
Greek language in general, or of the later Greek in particular, 
and are only accidentally present in Luke and the Epistle to 
the Hebrews,—there is nothing whatever left of an actual 
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affinity, such as must of necessity admit of being traced out 
between works of the same author. That, namely, on which 
Delitzsch founds his argument is the following :— 

The particle re, i. 3, and frequently, is but rarely found in 
the N. T. save in the writings of Paul, and more especially of 
Luke. — The middle vovetoOaz, i. 3, is a favourite one with 
Paul, and particularly so with Luke. It is here similarly 
used, as, eg., in Senoers trotetcOa, Luke v. 33; Phil. i. 4; 
1 Tim. ii. 1; xomertov trotetoOar, Acts viii. 2; avaBornv pnde- 
play troveicOat, Acts xxv. 17.— rapa, after the comparative, 
i. 4, is also not foreign to Luke (Luke iii. 13). — 8€ i. 13, in 
the third place, as Luke xv. 17; Acts xxvii. 14; Gal. iii, 23. 
—mpocéye Tevi, ii. 1, like mpocéyev toils Aadovpévors, 
Acts xvi. 14.— 71a dxeovoGévta, ii. 1, is the word of salva- 
tion, which in the Epistle to the Hebrews is nowhere called 
evayyédwov, as also Luke in his writings (with the exception 
of Acts xv. 7, xx. 24) loves to express the idea of evaryyédcor 
by various forms of periphrasis. — suveipaprtupety, il. 4, is 
formed after the manner of ovverritiOecOar, Acts xxiv. 9.— 
moukinas duvapess, li. 4, has its analogon in Acts ii. 22 (comp. 
2 Thess. ii. 9). — dvapaptvpec az, ii, 6, is specially frequent 
in Luke, eg. Acts xx. 23, xxiii. 11.—The construction év 
yap T® «.7.X., li. 8, corresponds entirely to that of Acts xi. 15. 
— apxnyos, ii. 10, xii. 2, is the name which Jesus bears also 
in Acts ill. 15, v. 31.— catapyeiy, 1. 14, a favourite word 
with Paul, is found besides in the N. T. only in Luke xiii. 7. 
— d5n7rov, ii. 16, occurs, it is true, only here in the N. T.; 
but yet 57, which also is rare in the N. T., occurs with the 
ereatest comparative frequency in Luke ii. 7. The colouring 
of the expression is thoroughly Lucan. The é@ev, which is 
met with six times in the Epistle to the Hebrews, is foreign 
to the letters of Paul, but occurs Acts xxvi. 19. ‘Opotw- 
OAvac is employed exactly as Acts xiv. 11 in the cry of the 
men of Lystra. ‘IXdoxeoOas has in Luke xviii. 13 its 
single parallel in the N. T. Kata wdvrta is, Acts xvii. 22, 
certainly to no less extent Lucan than Pauline. Ta mpos 
Oedv occurs, indeed, elsewhere only v. 1 and Rom. xv. 17; 
but at Luke xiv. 32, xix. 42, Acts xxviii. 10 (comp. also Luke 
xiv. 28, Acts xxiii. 30, according to the textus receptus), Tad 
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mpos is likewise found as a current form of expression. — 
divacOat, ii. 18, here, as with few exceptions throughout 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, construed with the infinitive 
aorist, just as in Luke i. 20, 22, iii. 8, v. 12, and often. — 
mévovOey Tetpac Gets, ii. 18, has again its parallels in Luke ; 
inasmuch as, according to Acts xx. 19, sufferings, as such, are 
merpacpot; and according to Luke xxii. 28, the sufferings of 
the Lord in particular were so.—péroyozs, iii. 1, vi. 4, is 
found elsewhere in the N. T. only Luke v. 7.— catavoety, 
iii, 1, x. 24, is a favourite word with Luke, eg. xii. 24, 27, and 
often ; comp. especially Acts xi. 6.— The ydp, ili. 16, accen- 
tuating the question, is equally Lucan, Acts xix. 35, vii. 31, 
as Pauline, 1 Cor. xi. 22.— aA od, iii. 16, is placed as in 
Luke xvii. 7 f.; comp. ddAd ti, Matt. xi. 7-9. — érayyeria, 
in the signification of asswrance, promise, iv. 1, is of most 
frequent occurrence with Luke and Paul; and the combination 
with the bare infinitive, instead of tod elaeAOetv, which recurs 
xi. 15, is like that of Acts xiv. 5.—evayyerllec@as, iv. 2, 
used passively of the persons to whom glad tidings are pro- 
claimed, is common to the Epistle to the Hebrews with Luke 
vii. 22, xvi. 16.— Kaitou, iv. 3, is a particle, attested also 
Acts xiv. 17, xvii. 27, as well as kaitouvye and Kaiye.— amo 
KaTtaBorhs Kocpou, iv. 8, ix. 26, is not met with in the 
LXX., but is found in Luke xi. 50, and often elsewhere in the 
N. T. — With fav 6 Aoyos Tod Oeod, iv. 12, we may com- 
pare, in addition to 1 Pet. i. 23, also Acts vii. 38 (Adyta COvta) ; 
and Toua@Ttepos wmép, iv. 12, is construed as Luke xvi. 8. — 
év@vpnoecs, iv. 12, occurs elsewhere only Acts xvii. 29; 
Matt. ix. 4, xii. 25. — xpareitp, iv. 14, vi. 18, with the geni- 
tive, as Luke viii, 54.—-Of doOéveras, iv. 15, mention is 
made in Luke v.15 and other places; comp. Matt. vii. 17. 
—Tepixeicbac tu, v. 2, is found elsewhere in the N. T. 
only Acts xxvii. 20.— The construction @8dfacev yevn- 
Ojvas, v. 5, is similar to that of Luke ii. 1; Acts xi. 25, 
xv. 10; Col. iv. 6.—xados cal év érépao, v. 6, is similar to 
the reading of Acts xiii. 35.— peta kpavyhs icyupas Kal 
Saxpvov, v. 7, reproduces the most salient features with 
which precisely Luke (xxii. 39-46) describes the agony of 
prayer in the garden, as these now force themselves upon the 
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mind.—In the use of evAdBesa, v. 7, and edrAaBetc Oar, 
the Epistle to the Hebrews coincides in a characteristic way 
with the usage of Luke (apart from Acts xxiii. 10).—d-o, 
v. 7, is employed exactly as in Luke xix. 8, xxiv. 41; Acts 
xi. 14, xx. 9, xxii. 11.— On aituos, v. 9, we have to com- 
pare dpynyos, ii. 10; Acts iil. 15, v. 31.— dépec@az, vi. 1, 
expresses the idea of external impulse and forward pressing 
urgency, as Acts ii, 2.—06 AXoyos tod Xprorod, iv.1, as 6 
Noyos Tod Kupiov or Tod Oeod = 70 evaryyédALov, most frequently 
in the writings of Luke, who hardly ever uses evaryéduov. 
—-The construction petdvo.a amo, vi. 1, is Lucan, Acts 
viii. 22; moreover, mugreveuy él Tov Oedy or Tov KUpLOY, 
which is not entirely foreign to Paul’s writings, Rom. iv. 
5, 24, is found with Luke, as well as miorevew es, at least — 
more ordinarily than with any other N. T. writer, Acts ix. 42, 
xi. 17, xvi. 31, xxii. 19; and as to the thing intended, Acts 
xx. 21 is similar to Heb. vi. 1, inasmuch as in the former 
place tiv eis Ocov perdvoray is employed with as little appa- 
rent significance, and as really deep significance, as in the 
latter place wriotews él Oeov.— With reference to the delinea- 
tion of the sin against the Holy Ghost, chap. vi. and x., the 
Epistle to the Hebrews has its immediate parallel in Luke 
xii. 8-10.—ém/é with a genitive, after a verb of motion, 
vi. 7, as Acts x. 11, and frequently. — ed@eros, vi. 7, is in 
the N. T. a word of Luke’s, xiv. 35, ix. 62.—In vi. 9 also 
we hear the language of Luke. For as 4 éyopuévy, Luke 
xii. 33, Acts xx. 15, xxi. 26, xiii. 44, denotes the day imme- 
diately following, so too éyopeva cwrtnptas, that which 
stands in immediate connection with the salvation, which has 
reference to the salvation.— The classic éyevv with a follow- 
ing infinitive, vi. 13, is Lucan, Luke vii. 42, xii. 4; Acts iv. 14, 
xxv. 26. Considering the Lucan form of the expression, it 
is doubly noteworthy that allusion is made precisely in Luke’s 
writings, as well Luke i. 73 as Acts vii. 17, to the solemn 
confirmation of the promise by an oath, Gen. xxii. 16 (comp. 
xxiv. 7).—x«al ots, vi. 15, is used as Acts vil. 8, xxvii. 
44, xxviii. 14, and also frequently with Paul.—The pév 
solitarium, vi. 16, belongs to the number of the not rare ana- 
coluths, as well of Luke, eg. Acts i.1, as of Paul, eg. Rom. 
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xi. 13 f£.— Bovry, vi. 17, of God’s gracious will, is an ex- 
pression current with Luke, vii. 30, Acts ii. 23, and frequently. 
With Paul, only Eph. i. 11.— On awpaypata, vi. 18, we 
have to compare mpadyyara, Luke i. 1. — catagevyery, vi. 18, 
is found also Acts xiv. 6. — watpsdpyns is a Hellenistic word, 
and in the N. T. Lucan; it occurs elsewhere only Acts i. 29, 


vii. 8, 9. — feparteéa, vii. 5, the epistle has in common with 
Luke i. 9 (comp. i. 8: lepatevew).— Todt Eortuiv, «72, 


vii. 5, is a Hebraistic mode of expression, as Acts ii. 30. 
paptupeta Gay, vii. 8, xi. 2, is a favourite expression as well 
in the Acts, vi. 3, x. 22, xvi. 2, xxii. 12, as in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. It is found, besides, only once with Paul and 
once with John. —daviotac@azs, vii. 11, to be set up by God 
apon the theatre of history, as Acts iii. 22, vii. 37; and accord- 
ing to the ordinary interpretation, also Acts xiii. 32. — mpocé- 
xewv Tove, vii. 13, as 1 Tim. iv. 13, comp. Acts xx. 28.— 
eis, vil. 14, as Acts ii. 25; Eph. v. 32.— ets 7d mavrendés, 
vil. 25, is found again in the N. T. only Luke xiii. 11. — 
The dvdyxnv éyew conjoined with the infinitive, vii. 27, is 
Lucan, Luke xiv. 18, xxiii, 17; while Luke in the Gospel 
and Acts employs, instead of dvadépesy in the sense of offer- 
ing, the expression mpoo épecy, likewise usual in our epistle. 
— ad Otros, viii. 2, the epistle has in common with Luke 
xvi. 11 and the three Johannine writings, and besides these 
only 1 Thess. i, 9.— AaTpevery, viii. 5, is specially frequent 
in the writings of Luke.— The passive use of ypnwari- 
fea Aas, viii. 5, is found also in Acts x. 22, Luke ii. 26, and 
twice in Matt.— To the passage of Scripture cited, viii. 5, 
Stephen refers in Acts vil. 44. This is again to be noted as 
a Lucan parallel. — dmeumros, vill. 7, passively, as Luke i. 6, 
and everywhere in the N. T.— The mode of expression, 
fntety tomoy, viii. 7 (comp. témov ebdpioxew, xii. 17), is 
similar to that of ré7rov AawBavew, Acts xxv. 16; rdrrov Siddvat, 
Rom. xii, 19. — éexeta Gas, ix. 10, with the subsidiary idea 
of pressing and burdening, as Acts xv. 10, 28.— With 
Méexpt Katpod SiopOadc ews, ix. 10, we have to compare Acts 
xxiv. 3, where the text wavers between SvopAwudtwv and 
eabop§opatwv. — tapayiyveo Gaz, ix. 11, is the usual word 
for historic self-presentation and presence, Luke xii. 51; Matt. 


INTRODUCTION. OL 


i. 1; 1 Mace. iv. 46.— ov yeeporornroy, ix. 11, 24, isa 
word of Luke’s in like connection, Acts vii. 48, xvii. 24, — 
To 70 tévov atwa, ix. 12, xiii. 12, a parallel is presented in 
Acts xx. 28. — AdTpwcss, ix. 12, is, along with drordTpwors, 
a word of Luke’s, Luke i. 68, ii. 38; comp. drodvtpwors, 
Luke xxi. 28 (in the usage of Paul the only word); Avtpotcbaz, 
Luke xxiv. 21; Avtpwr7s, Acts vii. 35.— 824, ix. 14, of the 
inner principle, just as Acts i. 2, xi. 28, xxi. 4. — The mode 
of expression, AaBety THv érayyerilay, ix. 15, xi. 13, in the 
sense of the taking to oneself the very blessing promised, the 
epistle has in common with Acts i. 33.— As to ix. 15, the 
most apt N. T. linguistic parallel is Acts xiii. 38 f., so also in 
expression and thought everything is Lucan. To be compared 
is Acts iii. 25; Luke xxii. 29 f. — On rodto 76 aia, ix. 20, 
which, as seems probable, consciously or involuntarily refers 
to the words of the Supper, we have to observe that in these 
the éorw is wanting only with Luke, xxii. 20; although they 
read similarly in Matt. and Mark. —ovyedoy, ix. 22, occurs 
only twice besides in the N. T., and precisely with Luke, Acts 
xiii. 44, xix. 26. On each occasion it stands in immediate con- 
nection with was. — dgeces, sc. duaptidv, ix. 22, commonly 
met with in Luke’s writings. —To aipatexyvola, ix. 22, 
To Umép tov éxyvvopuevoy, Luke xxii. 20 (comp. xi. 50), forms 
verbally and really the most natural parallel. — éwdaviferr, 
ix. 24, xi. 14, is a word common to the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and especially Luke, who employs it as well in the significa- 
tion “make known,” Acts xxiii. 22, as “present oneself, ap- 
pear,” Acts xxiv. 1 (= éugavifew twl éavtov = éudaivec Oat). 
—daroxetcGat, ix. 27, is in the N. T. common to Luke 
xix. 20; with Paul, Col. i.5; 2 Tim. iv. 8.—é« Seuvrépou, 
ix. 28, as Acts x. 15, xi. 9, and elsewhere. — The construc- 
tion of avec@ae with the participle, x. 2, for the rest the 
usual one, is the same as Acts v. 42, ove émavovto bidacKorTes. 
— dvaspeiv, x. 9,is a favourite word with Luke.— epve- 
ety, x. 11, as Acts xxvii. 20, wepunpetro aca édais. — 
mapotva ues, x. 24, is found elsewhere in the N. T. only Acts 
xv. 39, there in a good sense, and here in a bad sense, — 
tipopla, x. 29, is found only here in the N. T.; to be com- 
pared, however, is Acts xxii. 5, xxvi. 11.—7Ta trdpxovta, 
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x. 34, with the genitive, as eg. Luke xi. 21 (with the dative, 
eg. Luke viii. 3). — mpoadéyeo@as, x. 34, of willing recep- 
tion, as ¢.g. Luke xv. 2. — map &ts, x. x. 34, is a word of Luke’s, 
Acts ii. 45.— e@vae Tevos, x. 39, with personal subject and 
genitive of the property, as Luke ix. 55 (Rec.); Acts ix. 2. 
Pathe infinitive with tod, xi. 5, a not unclassic form of ex- 
pression, is in the N. T. specially peculiar to Luke. — é«&- 
rety, xi. 6, as Acts xv. 17; Rom. iii. 11. — The construction 
of mov ae the indicative, x1. 8, is as Acts xx. 18, x. 18, 
xv. 36, and frequently elsewhere. — rapwxnoev, xi. 9, is 
equivalent to mapoixety 7Oev, of which the style of Luke 
presents not a few examples. Apart from the most similar 
passage, Luke xxiv. 18, mrapouxeis ets “Iepovcadnp, where this 
reading is too ill attested, we have to compare Acts vii. 4, 
els tv tpets vov KaTovKeite; xii. 19, es thy Karodpeav diérpe- 
Bev; Luke xi. 7; Acts viii. 40, and xviii. 21; xix.22; Ree. 
—THs émayyedrias THS avTHs, xi. 9, is written instead of 
Ths avThs éraryy., as elsewhere only Luke ii. 8. — Correspond- 
ing to the cal adr? Sadppa, xi. 11, there is found also in 
Luke xal avrés in like position with proper names, Luke 
xx. 42, cal adros Aavid; xxiv. 15, cal adtos Inoods ; comp. 
Acts vill. 13, Sov cat adros. — For the combination 8dva- 
pus ets, xi, 11, only Luke v. 17, dvvayus xupiov jv eis Td 
idcOat adtovs. — The 816 Kai, xi. 12, xiii. 12, bringing cause 
and effect, means and end, reason and consequence into very 
close reciprocal relation, is equally Lucan (Luke i. 35; Acts 
x. 29, xiii, 35) as Pauline. —admroOvycxKesv, xi. 21, to lie 
a-dying, as Luke viii. 42. — aoreZov, xi. 23, comp. doteiov TO 
Ged, Acts vii. 20.— é€ré, xi. 30, of the space of time, as Luke 
iv. 25; Acts xiii, 31, xix. 10.— The mode of expression épyd- 
CecOat Stxarocvrny, xi. 33, recurs also Acts x. 35 (comp. 
Jas. i. 20). — The phrase ordpa payalpas, xi. 34, is Lucan, 
Luke xxi. 24. — To the tva kpeittovos dvactacews TUX O- 
otv, Xi, 35, a parallel is presented by tuyyavew avactdcews, 
Luke xx. 35.— The heightening érz 6é, xi. 36, is met with also 
Luke xiv. 26; Acts ii, 26.—tocrtrepotvpevor, xi. 87, is 
used absolutely, as in Luke xv. 14; Phil. iv. 12, al.— We 
are reminded as well by tapdkAnots as by dtaréyetas, 
xii, 5, of Luke in the Acts. There we meet with mapa- 
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KAnaoLsS Of apostolic address, going to the heart, Acts xiii. 15, 
xv. 31 (comp. also 1 Tim. iv. 13); there also dvadéyer Oa, in 
the inchoative sense: “to open a conversation, to enter upon 
it,” is the constant word for the standing up of Paul among 
the Jews, Acts xvii. 2, 17, xviii. 4, and often besides. — On 
Hrs Staréyertat, xii. 5, we have to compare Luke xi. 49: 
» copia tod Oeod cirev.— pwetadapBavery, xii. 10, is (be- 
sides 2 Tim. ii. 6) the word common to the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and the Acts for “to become possessed of,” i.e. to 
come into the enjoyment or possession of a thing. — dé war- 
Aov, xii. 13, as Luke x. 20 (fec.).— The combination pifa 
mukptas, xii. 15, comp. yor mixpias, Acts viii. 23; and the 
verb €voydeiv, Luke vi. 18 (according to A B L, al.), comp. 
oxreiv, Acts v. 16; and wapevoyretv, Acts xv. 19, is Lucan. 
— The aceus. cum infin. wh TwpooteOhvae avdtols Noyor, 
xii. 19, governed by the rapnt7cavTo, employed, as ver. 25, 
Acts xxv. 11, in the sense of “ begging off from, declining with 
entreaty” (pure Greek, with in the infinitive clause), 
resembles Luke xx. 27.—€vtpopos, xii. 21, is found else- 
where in the N. T. only Acts vii. 32, xvi. 29. —‘“Iepovcarxp, 
xii. 22, is the form of the name with Luke, Paul, and in the 
Apocalypse. — dtroyeypappévav év ovpavois, xii. 23, has 
its parallel in Luke x. 20: Ta dvopata ipav éypadn év toils 
ovpavois; and the verb amoypddec Gaz, in Luke ii. 1, 3, 5. 
— revo, xii. 26, the Hebrew “ind, is employed as in Luke 
i. 63, and frequently in the N. T., specially with Luke. — The 
neuter plural of the subject, Ta 7) cadXevopeva, xii. 27, is 
combined with the singular of the predicate petvy, as Acts 
i, 18, xxvi. 24; and the perfect is followed by the subjunctive 
(conjunctive) aorist, as eg. Acts ix. 17. — éyewv yapuy, xii. 28, 
to cherish and manifest gratitude, as Luke xvu. 9; 1 Tim. i. 12; 
2 Tim. i. 3.—The conception in the exhortation, xiii. 7, is 
out and out Lucan. For jyovpevor is the Lucan appellative 
of the leaders of the congregation, Acts xv. 22, comp. Luke 
xxii. 26, elsewhere only Heb. xiii. 17, 24. Paul says simi- 
larily, wpoiordpevot, 1 Thess. v. 12. Then Aarety rov 
NOyov tov Oeod is the ordinary Lucanic expression for the 
preaching of the gospel, Acts iv. 31, villi. 25, xiii. 46, and 
often. The verb dvaOewpety, of continued penetrating con- 
Mryer.—HEs. C 
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templation, occurs again, outside of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
only Acts xvii. 23, And for é«Baces (1 Cor. x. 13), of the 
end of life, or as it is here designedly termed, of the walk, 
Luke has at least the synonymous expressions é£0d0s, Luke 
ix. 31, and addu€s, Acts xx. 29.— dduvowTeNés, xiii. 17, does 
not occur elsewhere in the N. T., but AvotreAc? is found Luke 
xvii, 2.— wevOdmeOa, xiii. 18, is Lucan, according to <Acts 
XXvi. 26. — évwriov Tod Geod, xiii. 21, is with Luke, much 
more than with Paul, a favourite expression, and to the pre- 
face to the wish (ver. 20) there is no more fitting parallel 
than Acts xx. 28, where the church of the Lord is, as here, 
designated as a flock which He has purchased by His own 
blood. — xiii, 22 is altogether Lucan: advéyea@at, to give a 
patient, willing hearing, Acts xviii. 14, comp. 1 Cor. xi. 4; 
Aoyos TapakAncews, Acts xiii, 15; émeorérrewy (like 
mittere), to write w letter, elsewhere only Acts xv. 20, xxi. 25. 
— The droadveuy, not occurring with Paul, is employed in the 
style of Luke, as well of release from custody or prison (apart 
from Luke xxii. 68, xxiii. 16 ff, eg. Acts ii, 13, iv. 21), as 
of official delegation, Acts xiii. 3, xv. 30 (for which Paul has 
meutrew ; ¢.g. 2 Thess. iii. 2); solemn dismission, Acts xv. 33 ; 
and in general, dismissal, Acts xix. 41, xxiii, 22.— oi droé 
Ths “Itanrias, xiii. 24, denotes the Italiotes, according to 
the usage of Luke, Acts x. 23, 38, xii. 1, xvii. 13, xxi. 27. 
That which Delitzsch adduces besides (in the commentary, 
p. 705 f.) in favour of Luke as the penman of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, and in favour of a joint-participation of the 
Apostle Paul in the composition thereof, namely—(1) that the 
worldly calling of Luke as a physician (Col. iv. 14) is in 
striking keeping with the conformation of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, inasmuch as this, so to speak, contains an anatomic 
(iv. 12f.), a dietetic (v. 12-14), and a therapeutic passage 
(xii. 12 f.), and much besides which would seem appropriate 
to the pen of a physician ; as, eg., the use of vwOpds, v. 11, 
vi. 12; Bpdpara cal ropara (as with Hippocrates, ed. Littré, 
1. 622, iv. 880), in connection with which it might perhaps 
be observed that éuyerpeiv, as employed Luke i. 1, is a 
favourite word of Hippocrates; (2) that it is hardly accidental 
that the Epistle to the Hebrews, according to its earliest, 
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location, followed immediately upon the Epistle to Philemon, 
among the last words of which occurs the name of Luke; (3) 
that it is hardly accidental, that just where the author of the 
Acts begins to relate with “we” (xvi. 10), the account of the 
association of Timothy with Paul has preceded; and, finally, 
(4) that it is hardly accidental that the Epistle to the Hebrews 
begins in a manner so strongly alliterating on the name 
ITATAO3'—all these are arguments which ought not to have 
been found at all, in a work which lays claim to a scientific 
character. 

Fully decisive against Luke is the consideration that he, 
according to Col. iv. 14 as compared with Col. iv. 11, was a 
Gentile-Christian,' whereas, as is universally admitted, the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews can only have been a 
born Jew. That this counter-moment is not to be set aside 
by the shift of Delitzsch (in the dissertation, p. 274), to the 
effect that Luke, as is made manifest in his other writings, 
had “enough lived himself into that which was Jewish and 
Christian” to be able to compose the epistle “in accordance 
with the hints” of Paul, is self-evident. 


lif J. N. Tiele (in the Theol. Studien und Kritiken, 1858, H. 4, p. 758 ff.) 
has sought to prove from the many Hebraisms in the writings of Luke that he 
must have been a Jew by birth, that is altogether wide of the truth, since those 
Hebraisms in Luke are to be set down only to the account of the sources from 
which he draws. — Delitzsch also (in the commentary, p. 705) now holds that 
the deduction of Luke’s Gentile origin, made from Col. iv. 11, 14, is by no 
means certain (yet without advancing his reasons for this judgment); and 
Hofmann, Schriftbeweis, II. 2, 2 Aufl., Nordl. 1860, p. 99f., directly disputes 
the soundness thereof. But neither do passages like Acts xx. 6, xxvii. 9, point to 
a born Jew as the author of this work, as is supposed by Hofmann ; nor can, in 
Col. iv. 10, 11, the sense be found, with Hofmann, that while, on the one hand, 
Aristarchus had come to Rome with Paul and belonged to his well-known 
surroundings ; of the number of Jewish-Christians, on the other hand, beyond 
those of his own company, who were teaching the word of the gospel in Rome, 
only Marcus and Jesus united with him in harmonious working. For of such 
diversity of character in the relations of the three persons mentioned, towards 
each other and towards Paul, neither 6 covaiypaéarwros ov, ver. 10,—which, as is 
evident from ver. 23 of the contemporaneous Epistle to Philemon, can only be 
understood figuratively,—nor any other expression affords a hint; of avres ix 
wepirouns* dros weovor x.7.A. (ver. 11) cannot therefore be referred back simply to 
Mdépxos and “Inoovs, but must at the same time be referred to ’Apicrupyos, unless 
that which naturally belongs to one whole is to be unnaturally dislocated and 
rent asunder. The demonstrative force of Col. iv. 11, 14 continues accordingly 
to assert itself in undiminished vigour. 
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The claim of Clemens Romanus to the authorship has been 
favoured by some among the moderns. Erasmus was inclined 
to regard him as such; and, finally, Bisping, following the 
example of Reithmayr (Hinleit. in die kanon. BB. des N. T., 
Regensb. 1852, p. 681 ff.), has decided in favour of Clement. 
In order, however, not to approach the declaration of the 
Council of Trent too nearly, Bisping assumes that Clement 
prepared the epistle independently as a sort of homily, only as 
far as xiii. 17, to which xiii. 18 ff. was then added as a brief 
supplement by the Apostle Paul, in order thereby to adopt 
the whole letter as his own. But—apart from the fact that 
xiii. 18 ff. can proceed from no other author than that of the 
whole preceding letter, inasmuch as a change of the speaking 
subject is nowhere indicated, but, on the contrary, the opposite 
clearly presupposed in ver. 22—the sentences in the first, 
indisputably genuine, Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, 
which in point of contents and composition remind of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (vid. supra, p. 7 f.), have evidently 
only been taken over by him from this epistle, in consequence 
of a use and imitation thereof. For, as regards originality and 
grasp of mind, the Epistle of Clement is far inferior to the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. In other respects, the character of 
the respective writings is too greatly diverse for them to be 
able to proceed from one and the same author. Of the Alex- 
andrian speculative mind, and the oratorical flight of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, not a trace is found in the Epistle of 
Clement. 

Of Silvanus have Bohme and Mynster (Kleine theol. 
Schriften, Copenhagen 1825, p. 91 ff, and Studien u. Kritiken, 
1829, H. 2) thought; and Riehm also (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebrderbr. II. p. 893) regards this supposition as possible. 
But Silvanus was, according to Acts xv. 22, originally a 
member of the Christian congregation at Jerusalem. He, too, 
must thus have had a more exact acquaintance with the 
temple of that day, than is displayed by the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. 

The opinion that Apollos was the author of this epistle was 
first broached by Luther. Comp. on Gen. xlviii. 20 (ed. 
Witeberg. 1561, t. vi. p. 710): autor epistolae ad Hebraeos, 
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quisquis est, sive Paulus, sive, ut ego arbitror, Apollo. — 
Sermon von den Sekten, 1 Cor. iii. 4 ff. (with Walch, Th. xii. 
p- 1996): “This Apollo was a highly intelligent man; the 
Epistle Hebraeorum is of a truth his.” — Epist. am Christtag., 
Heb. i. 1 ff. (with Walch, Th. xii. p. 204): “ That is a stout, 
powerful, and lofty epistle, which soars high, and treats of the 
sublime article of faith in the Godhead of Christ; and it is 
a credible opinion that it is not St. Paul’s, for the reason that 
it maintains a more ornate discourse than is the wont of St. 
Paul in other places. Some think it is St. Luke’s, some St. 
Apollo’s, whom St. Luke extols as having been mighty in the 
Scriptures against the Jews, Acts xvii. 24. It is indeed true 
that no epistle wields the Scripture with such force as this; 
that it was an excellent apostolic man, be he whosoever he 
may.” Luther's conjecture has been accepted by Lucas 
Osiander, Clericus, Heumann (Schediasma de libris anonymis 
ac pseudonymis, Jenae 1711, 8, p. 38 sqq.), Lorenz Miiller 
(Dissertatt. de eloquentia Apollinis, viri apostolici, Schleus. 
1717), Semler (in his “Contributions to a more accurate 
understanding of the Epistle to the Hebrews,” prefixed to 
Baumgarten’s commentary, p. 15 f.; yet he expresses himself 
with hesitation), Ziegler (Vollsténd, Hinlett. in den Br. an die 
Hebr., Gotting. 1791, 8, p. 255 ff.), Dindorf (on Lrnesti lectt, 
p. 1180); and recently by Bleek, Tholuck, Credner, Reuss, 
Bunsen (Hippolytus und seine Zeit, Bd. I., Leipz. 1852, 
p. 365), Henry Alford (Greck Testament, vol. iv. P. 1, Lond. 
1859, Prolegg. p. 58 ff.), Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. I. 
p. 894), which last, however, only claims the same degree of 
probability in favour of Apollos as of Silvanus; Baiumlein 
(Commentar tb. d. Ev. des Joh., Stuttg. 1863, p. 26), Samuel 
Davidson (Introduction, p. 255 ff.), J. H. Kurtz (der Br. an 
die Hebr. erkl., Mitau 1869, p. 55 f.), Hilgenteld (est.-krit. 
Einl. in das N. T., Leipz. 1875, p. 356, 386 ff.), and others, 
even by the Catholics Feilmoser (Hin. in’s N. T. p. 359 ff) 
and Lutterbeck (Die neutestamentlichen Lehrbegrife, Bd. IL, 
Mainz 1852, p. 101 ff.).'| It is, moreover, the only correct 


1 According to Lutterbeck, however, the Apostle Paul must have added the 
last nine verses, and Apollos, in communion with Luke, Clement, and others of 
the Pauline school, have issued the epistle. 
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one. The mental portrait which we are compelled to form to 
ourselves of Apollos, in harmony with the notices of the Acts 
(xviii. 24 ff) and the First Epistle to the Corinthians (chap. 
i—iv., xvi. 12), harmonizes exactly with the traits in which 
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews has unconsciously 
depicted himself. This agreement is so striking and reaches 
so deeply, that as against it, seeing the lack of a definite 
tradition coming down from the apostolic age, the circumstance 
becomes of no moment, that among the conjectures of the 
ancients not one has lighted upon Apollos as the author of the 
epistle. Apollos was no immediate disciple of the Lord, but 
belonged to a second generation of Christians. By friends of 
Paul he was more deeply instructed in Christianity, and lived 
on terms of intimacy with Paul himself. He was, however, 
as a Christian teacher, too original and prominent for standing 
merely in the relation of an apostolic helper. He was a Jew 
by birth, and his labours as a Christian teacher were directed 
by preference to the conversion of his Jewish kinsmen; on 
which account the personal acquaintance of the author of the 
epistle with the Palestinian Jewish-Christians, presupposed 
Heb. xiii. 19, can least of all surprise us in the case of Apollos. 
He was a native of Alexandria, versed in the Scriptures, and 
qualified for expounding and applying the same, and for 
deducing therefrom the proof that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Appropriate to him as an Alexandrian is the preponderantly 
typico-symbolic mode of teaching in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, the endeavour to point out under the veil of the 
letter a deeper spiritual meaning. He was above all distin- 
guished by the gift of brilliant eloquence. In him, finally, as 
an Alexandrian Jew, the exclusive use of the LXX., as well as 
the want of acquaintance with the internal arrangement of the 
temple in Jerusalem at that time, need cause no surprise. 
That, if we are to fix upon a particular person as the author 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, this can be no other than 
Apollos, because contents and form of the epistle are so 
admirably fitting to no other Christian teacher of the apostolic 
age as to this, is admitted also by W. Grimm (Zeitschr. f. wiss. 
Theol. 1870, p. ‘74 ff.). He finds, however, an instance of 
decisive counter-evidence against Apollos in the passage Heb. 
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ii. 3 as compared with Acts xviii. 24-28. For, according to 
Heb. it 3, the message of salvation had come to the author of 
the epistle, equally with his readers, by the instrumentality of 
those who had heard the Lord Himself; whereas, according to 
the Acts, Apollos, as a disciple of John, had been only in the 
vestibule of Christianity, and had been first introduced into 
the sanctuary thereof by means of the Christians Aquila and 
Priscilla, who were converts of Paul’s. But apart from the 
fact that—as Grimm himself acknowledges—the narrative of 
Acts xvii. 24 ff. is so far obscure and not free from self- 
contradiction, as it represents Apollos, although he knew only 
the baptism of John, nevertheless as catnynpuévos tiv oddv Tod 
kupiov, and an akpiBa@s SiddcKev Ta Tepl Tod “Incod is 
attributed to him (ver. 25)—-we must remember that at Heb. 
li. 3 recipients and author of the epistle are characterized only 
as belonging to a second generation of Christendom. Not 
that every single one of the persons mentioned ver. 3 had 
received the word of salvation at the mouth of immediate ear- 
witnesses, or were by these specially received into instruction, 
is expressed; but only that the message of salvation was 
handed down in a certain and trustworthy way from the 
original ear-witnesses to the totality of the Christian circle 
which is formed by the 7me?s, and thus came to the knowledge 
of each single one of this totality. Even, therefore, if Apollos 
had not been directly brought into any intercourse with the 
axovoavtes, yet the passages Acts xviii. 24 ff. and Heb. ii. 3 
would not be irreconcilable the one with the other. But is it at 
all conceivable that such a leading Christian teacher as Apollos, 
who continued in such intimate association with the Apostle 
Paul, should come into no personal contact whatever with the 
original apostles? — To the further objections brought by 
Grimm against the Apollos-theory, he himself attaches no 
decisive weight. They are the following :—(1) In connection 
with a former disciple of John, it must appear exceedingly 
strange that he makes no mention, i. 1, of the distinguished 
position occupied by John the Baptist, as the greatest prophet 
(Luke vii. 28, Matt. xi. 11) and forerunner of the Lord, towards 
the kingdom of God; (2) Clemens Romanus, although making 
frequent use of the epistle, could hardly have known it as a 
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work of Apollos, since it would otherwise have only been 
natural that he should, in the 47th chapter of his Epistle to 
the Corinthians, have reminded the Corinthian Christians of 
our epistle as a work of Apollos. But that Clement must 
necessarily have so acted cannot be maintained. For a reference 
to John the Baptist, however, Heb. i. 1 offered no occasion 
whatever ; because it was with the author only a question of 
contrasting with each other the revelations of the Old Testa- 
ment and that of the New Testament as such. 


SEC. 2..—THE PERSONS ADDRESSED.! 


That the epistle was designed for a Jewish-Christian circle 
of readers is not only universally acknowledged, but also 
becomes so palpably certain from contents and aim (comp. 
sec. 3), that Roeth’s supposition of the opposite (Hpistolam 
vulgo “ ad Hebr.” inscriptam non ad Hebr., i.e. Christianos geneve 
Judacos, sed ad Christianos genere gentiles et quidem ad Ephesios, 
datam esse, Francof. ad Moen. 1836, 8) can only be regarded 
as a manifest error. But likewise the view represented by 
Braun, Lightfoot (Harmony of the New Testament, I, p. 340), 
Baumgarten, Heinrichs, Stenglein (/.c. p. 61, note, p. 90), and 
Schwegler (Nachapostolisches Zeitalter, Bd. II. p. 304), that the 
epistle was addressed, without respect to any particular locality, 
to all Jewish-Christians in general, is one which is charac- 
terized a priort as absolutely untenable. For everywhere 
throughout the epistle are individual wants of the readers pre- 
supposed, such as were by no means common to all Jewish- 
Christians ; and even the personal references, v. 12, vi. 10-12, 
x, 32 ff, xii. 4, xiii. 7, 19, 23, 24, suffice to show that the 
author had before him a definite, locally-bounded circle of 
readers. How could the author, among other things, promise 
his readers a speedy visit (xiii. 23), if he had thought of them 
as the Jewish-Christians scattered in all lands ? 

The Jewish-Christians in all Asia Minor, or at least in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Bithynia, and Asia proconsularis, 
have been regarded as the original recipients of the epistle by 


1 Comp. my Whitsuntide Programm: De literarum, quae ad Hebracos inscri- 
buntur, primis lectoribus, Gott. 1853. 
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Bengel, Ch. F. Schmid (Observatt. super ep. ad Hebr. p. 16 8q.), 
and Cramer; those in Asia Minor, Macedonia, and Greece, by 
W. Wall (Brief Critical Notes, etc., Lond. 1730, p. 318) and 
Wolf; the Laodiceans, by Stein (Komment. zu dem Ev. des 
Iucas, Halle 1830, p. 289 ff); the Galatians, by Storr and 
Mynster (Kleine theol. Schriften, Copenhag. 1825, p. 91 ff.); 
the Lycaonians, by Credner (Hinl. in d. N. T., Th. 1, Abth. 2, 
Halle 1836, p. 564) ; the Antiochians, by Bohme and Hofmann 
(Die h. Schr. N. T., Th. 5, p. 531); the Cyprians, by Ullmann 
(Studien u. Kritiken, 1828, p. 397); those in one of the nume- 
rous Greek cities on the coast of Asia Minor, or of Syria and 
Palestine, by Grimm (Theolog. Literat.-Bl. to the Darmstadt 
Allg. Kirch.-Zeit. 1857, No. 29, p. 660; but not decidedly) ; 
the Macedonians, specially those of Thessalonica, by Semler 
(in Baumgarten, p. 37 ff.) and Nosselt (Opusce. ad interpreta- 
tionem sacrarum scripturarum, Fase. L.,Halae 1785, p. 269 sqq.); 
those of Corinth, by Mich. Weber (De numero epistolarum ad 
Corinthios rectius constituendo, Wittenb. 1798-1806) and 
Mack (Theolog. Quartalschr. 1838, H. 3); those of an Italian 
congregation, perhaps of the great city Ravenna, by Ewald 
(Gott. gel. Anzz. 1863, p. 286; cf. Gesch. Isr., Bd. VI. p. 638, 
Das Sendschreiben an die Hebr., Gott. 1870, p. 6); those of 
Rome, by Wetstein (Wov. Test. II. p. 386 sq.), and recently by 
R. Kosthn (Theol. Jahrbb. of Baur and Zeller, 1850, H. 2, 
p- 242), who, however, afterwards withdrew this opinion (wid. 
infra); by Holzmann (Theol. Stud. und Krit., 1859, H. 2, p. 
297 ff.,in Bunsen’s Bibelwerk, VIIL., and in Hilgenfeld’s Zectschr. 
f. wiss. Theol., 1867, H. 1, p.1 ff.), by Alford (Greek Test., vol. 
II. part 1, Lond. 1859, Prolegg. p. 62 ff.), by Kurtz, p.. 42 ff, 
by Renan (L’Antechrist, Paris 1873, p. xviii. ff, 211), by 
Mangold (in Bleek’s Linleit. in das N. T., 3 Aufl, Berl. 1875, 
p. 612), and by Harnack (Patr. Apostt. Opp. I. p. 1xxxii.) ; 
those of Spain, finally, by Nicolaus de Lyra (in the Prooemiwm 
to the epistle) and by Ludwig (in Carpzov’s Sacr, Hxercitt, vn 
St. P. ep. ad Hebr., Helmst. 1750, p. lix. sq.). 

All these opinions, however, which in part rest upon the 
erroneous supposition that the epistle is the work of the 
Apostle Paul, find their refutation at once in the fact that it 
cannot haye been addressed to so-called mixed assemblies, 
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consisting of Jewish- and Gentile-Christians, but only to an 
exclusively Jewish-Christian circle of readers. Not even the 
slightest reference is made to conditions such as must of 
necessity arise from the living together of converted Jews 
with converted Gentiles, and which, by reason of the manifold 
conflicts to which they would give occasion, were of too great 
importance to be passed over unnoticed.’ Nowhere is the 
relation of the Gentiles to the Jews, and of both to the king- 
dom of God, spoken of; rather is everything specially referred 
to the Jewish people of God, already sanctified in their fathers. 
Unmixed Jewish-Christian congregations, however, cannot be 
historically proved, in the late time at which the date of the 
epistle falls (see sec. 4), in any of the fore-mentioned places. 
The fact, likewise, is opposed to those suppositions, that the 
readers of the Epistle to the Hebrews regarded the continued 
participation in the institutions of the Jewish temple-service 
and sacrifices as so necessary, that without this they thought 
they could obtain no complete expiation of their sins. Such a 
form of Judaism, still continuing to operate in the Christian 
state, does not apply to the Jewish-Christians of the diaspora, 
but only to those who had their dwelling-place in the immediate 
vicinity of the Jewish temple. For in the case of Jews who 
lived at a greater distance from the temple, the zeal for the 
Mosaic law manifested itself naturally most of all in a tena- 
cious clinging to the rite of circumcision, to the injunctions 
regarding food and purification, to the observance of the 
Sabbath, and the like. 

A Jewish temple, however, besides that at Jerusalem, 
existed at the time of our epistle only in Egypt. The 


1 For this reason it cannot be asserted, with Holtzmann (Stud. wu. Krit. 1859, 
H. 2, p. 298), that there is nothing at all contradictory in the supposition of the 
epistle being addressed to a large congregation, still outwardly composed of 
Gentile- and Jewish-Christians ; that there the epistle had naturally sought out 
its Jewish readers; and on that account it leads us, without any address properly 
speaking, in mediam rem. That the epistle presupposes exclusively Jewish- 
Christian readers has been anew disputed by Wieseler (Schriften der Univers. zu 
Kiel aus d. J. 1861, p. 21 ff., Stud. u. Krit. 1867, p. 695 ff.), by Holzmann 
(in Hilgenfeld’s Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1867, p. 26f.), by Mangold (in Bleek’s 
Hinl. in d. N. T. p. 612), and by Hilgenfeld (Hinl. ind. N. 7. p. 380, 386), 
but in a by no means convincing manner. See the detailed and effective refutas 
tion of this supposition in Grimm (Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1870, p. 84 ff.). 
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epistle can therefore only have been addressed either to the 
Christian congregation in Palestine, mainly in Jerusalem, or 
to Egyptian, specially Alexandrian, Jewish-Christians. The 
latter supposition has found defenders in J. E. Chr. Schmidt 
(Hist.-krit. Einl. in’s N. T., Giessen 1804, p. 284, 2983), 
Bunsen (Hippolytus und seine Zeit, Bd. I., Leipz. 1852, 
p- 365), Hilgenfeld (Zeitschr. f.. wissenschaftl. Theol. 1858, 
H. 1, p. 103; Hist-krit. Hinl. in das N. T., Leipz. 1875, 
p- 385 f.), Volkmar (Gesch. des Neutest. Kanon, von C. A. 
Credner, Herausgg. v. G. V., Berl. 1860, p. 182), Ritschl 
(Theol. Studien u. Kritiken, 1866, H. 1, p. 90), and in 
particular Wieseler (Chronologie des apostol. Zeitalters, Gott. 
1848, p. 481 ff; Untersuchung ‘ber den Hebréerbrief, 
namentlich seinen Verfasser wu. s. Leser. Second half. 
[Schriften der Universitit zu Kiel aus d. J. 1861, 4, 
B. VIII; also separately printed, Kiel 1861, 8.] Comp. 
also Studien wu. Kritiken, 1847, H. 4, p. 840 ff.; 1867, 
H. 4, p. 665 ff), and R. Kostlin (Theol. Jahrbb. of Baur and 
Zeller, 1854, H. 3, p. 388 ff.); Davidson, too (Introduction 
to the Study of the New Testament, vol. I., Lond. 1868, 
p. 265 ff, 270), although he does not decide, gives it the 
preference. The prevailing opinion, on the other hand, is the 
first one. Within recent times it has been maintained by 
Bleek, Schott, de Wette, Thiersch, Stengel, Delitzsch, Tholuck, 
Ebrard,’ Bisping, Bloomfield, Ritschl (EZntstehung der altkathol. 
Kirche, 2 Aufl, Bonn 1857, p. 159), Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebr.-Br. I. p. 31), Maier, Langen (Tiibing. theol. Quartalschr. 
1863, H. 3, p. 379 ff.), Moll, and others.?, And rightly so.. 
In favour of Alexandria as the place of destination for the 
epistle, the following arguments have been advanced :— 

1 Very arbitrarily, nevertheless, Ebrard represents the epistle as not being 
written to the whole congregation at Jerusalem, but only to ‘‘a private circle of 
neophytes” there. For it neither follows from v. 12 ‘‘that all the readers had 
embraced Christianity at one and the same time, the one with the other ;” nor 
from vi. 10 that we can think ‘‘only of a very narrow and limited circle of 
individuals in a community ;” nor, finally, from jpetav tyere rod diddonsw twats, 
v. 12, ‘that the readers were really again placed under instruction.” 

2 W. Grimm also supposes now that the epistle was addressed to a town of 
Palestine ; only not Jerusalem, but Jamnia. Comp. Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 
1870, p. 71f. Nevertheless we know nothing of the existence of a Christian 
congregation in Jamnia, 
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(1) Even in ancient times the Epistle to the Hebrews bore 
likewise the title of a letter to the Alexandrians, and in 
general there is seen to be a wavering within the early 
church itself in the indication of the original circle of readers. 
Whether, indeed, the superscription IIpos “E8paious proceeds 
from the author himself, a view to which Bleek and Credner 
are inclined, is doubtful. But not only is this superscription 
very ancient, since it is found in the Peshito, and with 
Tertullian, Origen, and many others; but. the fact, moreover, 
is universally presupposed in Christian antiquity as beyond 
doubt that the “E8pator, whose name the epistle bears at its 
head, were the Palestinian Christians. The evidence for this 
statement is afforded by Pantaenus, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Eusebius, Chrysostom, Theodoret, and many others. It is 
now indeed supposed that we possess a testimony in favour 
of the Alexandrians as the original recipients of the epistle, 
namely, in the so-called Canon of Muratori, in which we 
read: Fertur etiam ad Laudecenses (Laodicenses), alia ad 
Alexandrinos, Pauli nomine finctae (fictae) ad haeresem 
Marcionis, et alia plura, quae in catholicam ecclesiam recepi 
(recipi) non potest (possunt). Fel enim cum melle misceri 
non congruit. For that by the words alia ad Alexandrinos 
the Epistle to the Hebrews is meant must be assumed, as is 
supposed, since otherwise the Epistle to the Hebrews would, 
remarkably enough, not be even mentioned in the fragment, 
which, forsooth, is a list both of the genuine and spurious 
epistles ascribed to the Apostle Paul. Now this epistle, it is 
argued, not being in the early Roman Church either regarded 
as a work of Paul, or indeed as canonical, must have been 
mentioned by name precisely in this passage, in which the 
writer is speaking of epistles of which the authorship is 
falsely imputed to the Apostle Paul. But against this it 
must be said that the characteristics of the epistle ad 
Alexandrinos, of which the fragment makes mention, are not 
suitable to the Epistle to the Hebrews. For the former was 
a forgery, composed “ Pauli nomine,” the meaning of which is 
too distinct for us to be able, with Wieseler, to subtilize it 
into the statement that the epistle had only indirectly, from 
its contents and general bearing, left the impression of its 
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proceeding from Paul; which rather can only indicate that 
this epistle, in a prefixed address altogether wanting to the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, put forth the claim to be a work of 
Paul. Moreover, it was fabricated “ad haeresem Marcionis,” 
which can mean nothing else but that its contents were in 
agreement with the errors of Marcion, and were designed to 
wage a propaganda for the same. With Marcionite errors, 
however, the Epistle to the Hebrews has confessedly nothing 
in common; but, on the contrary, “its fundamental doctrine 
of Mosaism as pointing forward to Christianity, as well as the 
idea of the incarnation of the Divine Logos, is in glaring 
contrast with Marcion’s Gnosis” (Grimm, Zeitschr. f. wiss. 
Theol. 1870, p. 55), as accordingly it obtained no reception 
into Marcion’s canon. That, finally, the fragmentist must 
necessarily have mentioned the Epistle to the Hebrews cannot 
be asserted, inasmuch as, considering the non-currency thereof 
within the early Roman Church, it was quite possible that he 
should not be at all acquainted with it. Comp. also Fr. H. 
Hesse, das Murator’ sche Fragment new untersucht und erklért, 
Giessen 1873, p. 201 ff.— But as it cannot be shown that 
the Epistle to the Hebrews passed in antiquity for an epistle 
to the Alexandrians, so in like manner it cannot be shown 
that this epistle was regarded by others in early times as an 
epistle to the Laodiceans. This last has been inferred from 
the words of Philastrius (Haeres. 89): Haeresis quorundam 
de epistola Pauli ad Hebraeos. Sunt alii quoque, qui epistolam 
Pauli ad Hebraeos non adserunt esse ipsius, sed dicunt aut 
Barnabae esse apostoli aut Clementis de urbe Roma episcopi. 
Alii autem Lucae evangelistae ajunt epistolam etiam ad 
Laodicenses conscriptam. Et quia addiderunt in ea quaedam 


1 This counter-moment Wieseler now, indeed, seeks to deprive of its force, by 
giving to the words in Muratori’s fragment another punctuation than that given 
above, as also formerly by himself, in supposing the comma after Marcionis is 
to be deleted, and one placed after jictae ; so that the sense shall be: ‘‘ There 
is also in circulation an epistle to the Laodiceans, another to the Alexandrians, 
which have been fabricated under the name of Paul; with the sect of Marcion 
there are also several other things current, which, etc.” But what unnatural 
twisting and rending by such construction of that which is simply and naturally 
eonnected ; and how little can it serve to the recommendation thereof, that ad 
haeresem Marcionis must be taken in the 3ense of epud Marcionitas ! 
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non bene sentientes, inde non legitur in ecclesia; etsi legitur 
a quibusdam, non tamen in ecclesia legitur populo, nisi 
tredecim epistolae ejus et ad Hebraeos interdum. But 
manifestly the words Alii autem, etc, are only a concise 
expression for the declaration that others looked upon the 
evangelist Luke as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and not only as the author of this, but also of the Epistle to 
the Laodiceans. The Epistle to the Laodiceans was not at all 
read in the service of the church; the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
on the other hand, was read indeed in the service of the 
church, not, however, as the thirteen Pauline Epistles, 
regularly, but only occasionally. Just as little, finally, is 
there any indication of a controversy with regard to the 
original recipients of the Epistle to the Hebrews, when 
Chrysostom, in the Prooemiwm of his commentary, takes up 
the question: mod 6é ovow éméoteddev; and then answers 
this with éwol doce? ev ‘Iepocodvmors Kat Ilaracorivn. For 
Chrysostom perceived that the superscription of the epistle 
was in and of itself an ambiguous one, inasmuch as_ it 
admitted the possibility of thinking of the Jewish-Christians 


1 The opinion, still entertained by Wieseler, that the guia addiderunt in ea is 
to be referred to the Epistle to the Hebrews, is manifestly untenable in face of 
the contradiction in that case arising from the conflicting statements non 
legitur in ecclesia and in ecclesia legitur interdum. The new punctuation, more- 
over, by which Wieseler seeks to help his acceptation of the words of Philastrius 
out of the difficulty, isno happy one. According’to Wieseler, namely, we have 
to divide as follows: . . . Episcopi, alii autem Lucae evangelistae. Ajunt 
epistolam etiam ad Laodicenses conscriptam. Et quia, etc. Against this 
arrangement of the words argues—(1) That the proposition Ajunt.. . conscrip- 
tam would then stand forth quite abrupt and without any connection, whereas 
when we make the beginning of a new proposition with Alii autem, the gram- 
matical nexus of the sentence is an entirely simple and natural one ; (2) That if 
Philastrius had wished first to begin a new proposition with Ajunt, he would 
have appended the closing member of the previous sentence, not in the form: 
alii autem Lucae evangelistae, but in the form of expression corresponding to 
that which precedes: aut Lucae evangelistae; finally, (3) that the position 
assigned to etiam points to the fact that it serves specially to bring into relief 
ad Lacdicenses, and consequently opposes the Epistle to the Laodiceans to 
another epistle already mentioned. If Philastrius had only intended to say 
that the Epistle to the Hebrews too, so far as its destination is concerned, was 
considered as belonging to Laodicea, then e¢iam—inasmuch as it would in that 


case belong to the whole proposition—must have been placed immediately after 
Ajunt. 
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in general as the recipients of the letter; he thought it 
needful, therefore, to state the limitation with which in his 
estimation the IIpos “EBpatous, of such wide signification, is 
to be understood. 

_(2) The description of the Jewish sanctuary (ix. 1-5), as 
well as the acts of ritual performed in the same (vii. 27, 
x. 11), is supposed to point to the temple at Leontopolis in 
Egypt. But even if it could be proved that the temple 
arrangements at Leontopolis furnished the standard for that 
description, and that the original regulations of Moses were 
identified with these, yet only the conclusion would be 
warranted with respect to the author, that he must have been 
by birth an Egyptian Jew, but it could not be inferred with 
equal necessity that his readers also were to be sought in 
Egypt. Nevertheless, that assertion itself by no means 
admits of proof. For Josephus,—to whose testimony 
Wieseler appeals, where he is describing in general that 
iepov at Leontopolis, designates the same as dpuotov (Antig. 
xii, 9. 7), or as mapamdnowv (Antig. xx. 10) 7O & 
‘Iepocodvpows, but then observes, Bell. Jud. vii. 10. 3, where 
he is relating somewhat more exactly, as follows: "Ovias tov 
fev vaov ody Spotoy @Koddpnce TH ev ‘TepocorAdpous GNAG 
mupyo TwapaTdjolov, NOwv peyddov eis EEjKovTA mMryELS 
aveotnKoTa, TOD Bapod Sé THY KaTaTKEVRY Tpos TOV 
olxoe €Eeutunoato Kail Tots avabnpaciy Opmotas éKo- 
TUNTE, Ywpls THS Tept THY Avyviav KaTacKEVHs. 
Od yap éroince Avxvlav adToy Sé YadKEvodpeEvos TOV 
AUyvov xXpucody érrupalvovta céhas ypuats ddrdoews ébexpé- 
pacev, Josephus accordingly relates that the temple of 
Onias in Egypt was indeed as to its outward form different 
from the temple at Jerusalem, inasmuch as it stood upon a 
foundation or sub-structure’ of great stones rising sixty 
cubits high, and thereby acquired a tower-like appearance ; 

11f Josephus had, as Wieseler supposes, ascribed to the vaés only a total 
height of sixty cubits, he would neither have characterized it as tower-like, nor 
have designated it as unlike the »#2s in Jerusalem. For the latter also had, at 
any rate, a height of sixty cubits. It is true Wieseler finds actually expressed 
by aaad xipyy xopurrgouy not a dissimilarity, but a resemblance to the temple 


erected at Jerusalem by Zerubbabel; but he reaches this result only by un- 
warrantably translating 4aaé as ‘‘ but yet,” and accordingly taking zara... 
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that, on the other hand, its inner arrangement, with the 
single exception of the golden candlestick, was constituted in 
the. same manner as that of the temple at Jerusalem, for the 
altar of burnt-offering and the other sacred objects were 
similar in both. Now, how does it follow from these state- 
ments that the golden altar of incense in the Egyptian temple 
occupied the very site which the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews assigns to it at ix. 4, in contradiction with the 
actual position thereof in the temple at Jerusalem, namely, in 
the Most Holy Place? Of such a difference—and surely 
just this point would have called for proof—Josephus says 
in truth not a single word, but, on the contrary, leaves the 
opposite impression. And then how could the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, if he had had the temple of Onias 
before him in his description of the sanctuary, have written 
év 7 7) Avyvia, ix. 2, when, according to the express state- 
ment of Josephus, there was not therein a lamp-stand resting 
on the ground, as in the temple at Jerusalem, but a Shandelien . 
suspended by a golden chain ?— In Philo, too, Wieseler has 
subsequently (comp. Studien uw. Kritiken, 1867, p. 673 ff.) 
fancied he could discover a support for his opinion. In de 
sacrificantibus, § 4 (ed. Mangey, II. p. 253), and de animal. 
sacrific. § 10 (ed. Mangey, II. p. 247), it is thought that Philo 
expressly testifies that in the temple of Onias the altar of 
incense, as well as the vessels mentioned Heb. ix. 4, 5, 
were present in the Most Holy Place. Yet how entirely 
unsuccessful this attempted proof of Wieseler’s is, has been 
already convincingly shown in detail by Grimm, Zevtschr. /f. 
wiss. Theol. 1870, p. 60 ff.— But just as little do the notices, 
Heb. vii. 27, x. 11, lead to think of the temple of Onias. 
For even supposing—what is far, however, from being the 
case—that it could be historically proved, with regard to the 
Egyptian temple, that the high priest entered into the Most 
ayeornxora as a kind of parenthetical insertion: ‘‘Onias erected the temple not 
indeed equal to that one in Jerusalem, but yet tower-like, since it was built up 
of large stones sixty cubits high ; in the construction of the altar, however, he 
imitated that of his native land.” That 424, on account of the preceding ody, 
can signify only but, on the contrary [sondern], and introduces the particular 


point of difference by which the before-mentioned dissimilarity is evidenced, 
ought not to have been called in question. 
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Holy Place every day, yet such fact would not so much as 
accord with the presuppositions of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
For, Heb. ix. 7, it is expressly said that the high priest went 
into the Most Holy Place only once in the year. Nor, as we 
need hardly remark, can this passage, in connection with 
ix, 4, vil. 27, x. 11, contain the sense which Wieseler would 
put into it, that the high priest entered indeed the Most 
Holy Place every day, but only once in the year with blood. 
For to eis pév tiv mpweTny oxnvyv Sia Tavtos eiciacw ot 
tepets only the words eis 5é tHv Sevtépay &rak Tod éviavTod 
povos 6 apxvepevs form the opposition, and not until after the 
laying down of this opposition is the nearer modality for the 
final member added, namely, that the high priest, in the 
(special) case of his entering the Most Holy Place, enters it 
not without blood. 

The fact, however, in general, that the original recipients of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews attached so high a value to the 
temple service and the sacrificial ritual, that even as Chris- 
tians they regarded continual participation in the same as 
necessary for the attaining of salvation, is one which points 
not to Alexandrians, but only to Palestinians. For, quite apart 
from the consideration that we do not even know from other 
sources whether the Christian congregation of Alexandria was 
an unmixed Jewish-Christian one, nay, whether an organized 
Christian congregation existed there at all so early as the time 
of our letter, the Alexandrian Jews had been so greatly 
affected by Grecian culture and philosophy, that their whole 
bent of mind had become a spiritualistic one. Far from all 
narrow-minded cleaving to the letter of the Mosaic law, they 
sought by allegoric interpretation to discover and bring into 
recognition the deeper spiritual sense underlying the precepts 
and institutions of Judaism. In addition to this, the temple 
of Onias in Leontopolis was not able to boast even in Egypt 
itself of any high estimation. The Egyptian Jews were to a 
great extent displeased that it did not stand upon Moriah ; the 
Egyptian Samaritans, that it did not stand upon Gem 
(comp. Jost, Allg. Gesch. des Isracl. Volks, in 2 vols. Bd. I. 
p. 515 ff.). The yearly temple-gifts, too, were on that aceount 
for the most part sent not to Leontopolis, but to Jerusalem 

Mryrer.—HEs. D 
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(comp. Frankel, Histor.-krit. Studien zw der Septuaginta, Ba. I. 
Abth. 1, Leipz. 1841, p. 186, note d); and pilgrimages of 
Alexandrian Jews to Jerusalem, to offer prayers and sacrifices 
in the temple there, did not cease so long as this temple con- 
tinued to exist. Even Philo vouches for this. (Comp. Opp., 
ed. Mangey, t. Il. p. 646: xa®? dv xpovoy eis TO matpaov 
iepov éaTedAdOunv evEdouevds Te Kal Oicwr.) 

(3) In favour of the supposition of Alexandrian readers is 
the fact further thought to plead, that the epistle is not com- 
posed in Aramaic; a Greek epistle to Palestinian Jews would 
at any rate, it is argued, be less probable than an Aramaic 
letter. But as it is absolutely certain, on the one hand, that 
the Palestinians understood not only Aramaic, but also Greek ; 
so, on the other hand, it is altogether doubtful whether the 
author, who by his whole epistle proclaims himself to be a 
non-Palestinian, was in an equal degree qualified for writing 
not only a Greek, but also an Aramaic epistle. 

(4) “The whole manner of conducting the argument and 
the spiritual exposition of the ideas employed,” is said to 
accord best with the supposition of Alexandrian readers. But 
that this mode of argumentation is thought of “at once as 
familiar to the readers,” cannot be maintained. There can 
thus be found therein only an indication as to the author, and 
not as to his readers. 

(5) That the author so exactly follows the Septuagint in 
his Old Testament citations, even in the case of striking devia- 
tions of the same from the original text, is said not to har- 
monize with the hypothesis of Palestinian readers, since with 
them the Septuagint was held in no estimation; but certainly 
with that of Alexandrians, for whom the Septuagint had long 
been the accepted book of the synagogues. But were that 
translation really in so little credit in Palestine, then neither 
would the Apostle Paul, educated as he was at Jerusalem, 
have made such frequent use of it, nor would the Palestinian 
Josephus have fallen back upon that oftener than upon the 
original text. Moreover, the fact that the Alexandrine recen- 
sion is to be traced in the text of the Septuagint used in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (comp. Bleek, I. p. 372 ff.), and (Heb. 
xl. 351.) reference is made to the second Book of Maccabees 
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(Kostlin, lc. p. 402), ce. a writing peculiar to Alexandrian 
Judaism, admits only of an inference pointing back to an 
Alexandrian author, but not to Alexandrian readers. 

(6) To the Alexandrians as original recipients of the 
epistle, is the circumstance, finally, supposed to point, that the 
first mention of the epistle is met with in the Alexandrian 
fathers. These same Alexandrian fathers, nevertheless, con- 
fessedly agree in speaking of the epistle as addressed to the 
congregations in Palestine. 

As, however, no valid ground is to be adduced in favour of 
Alexandria as the place of destination for the epistle, so are 
the objections urged against the claim of Palestine very easily 
disposed of. They are the following :—(1) That the readers, 
according to Heb. x. 32 ff, xii. 4, had already endured perse- 
cutions, but not peypi atpatos, which consistently with Acts 
viii. 1-3, xii. 1, 2, could not have been said of the Palestinian 
Christians; (2) That the readers, according to Heb. vi. 10, 
xiil. 16, had exercised liberality towards other Christians, and 
were still further enjoined to do so, whereas, according to Acts 
xi. 30, Gal. uu. 10, 1 Cor. xvi. 1-3, 2 Cor. viii. 9, Rom. xv. 
25 ff, these very Palestinian Christians appear as poor and 
in need of assistance; (3) That according to Heb. ii. 3 they 
had received their knowledge of the gospel only from a 
secondary source ; (4) Finally, that (xiii 18, 19, 23) they are 
represented as standing in friendly relations as well towards 
the author, who was surely an adherent of Paul, as towards 
the Pauline disciple Timothy. That, nevertheless, these rela- 
tions were of a particularly close and intimate nature does not 
follow from the passages adduced; a friendly footing, however, 
of a more general kind with Apollos, and, after the death of 
the Apostle Paul, also with Timothy, has nothing surprising 
about it. The other statements to which allusion is made 
all find their justification in the fact that, as is also clearly 
apparent from xiii. 7 and v. 12, the recipients of the letter 
already belonged to a second generation of Christians. 

Whilst the above-mentioned arguments are common to the 
majority of those who dispute the Palestineo-Jerusalemic destina- 
tion of the epistle, Késtlin has sought to confirm his position by 
the following additional counter-moments peculiar to himself :— 


oZ THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.. 


(1) The author, as is shown by his entire dependence upon 
the Septuagint, was acquainted only with Greek. But it 
results from xiii. 19 that he himself belonged to the congrega- 
tion to which he is writing. If, therefore, the epistle were 
directed to Palestine, the author himself would have been a 
Palestinian Christian ; as such, however, hardly of so exclu- 
sively Hellenistic culture, but without doubt familiar with 
the vernacular of Palestine, and notably acquainted with the 
original text of the Old Testament. Reply: But that the 
author himself was a member of the congregation to which he 
is writing, does not at all follow from xii. 19. Comp. the 
exposition of the passage. 

(2) It cannot be assumed that in the Palestinian Christen- 
dom, or rather in the chief congregation thereof, that of Jeru- 
salem, in the first century, and notably in the years 60—70, 
there could have been found such great indifference as regards 
the knowledge of the central truths of the Christian faith, so 
great want of capacity for understanding the mysteries of the 
Christian doctrine, such culpable lukewarmness and weakness 
of faith, a discontent on account of Jewish reproaches and 
persecutions, which was altogether unworthy of their position, 
while they must long have been accustomed to these, and such 
a disloyal inclination to a relapse into Judaism, as the epistle 
presupposes in its recipients. But where, we ask, could there 
have been a Jewish-Christian congregation in connection with 
which the conditions described would have been more easily 
explicable, than precisely in Jerusalem, where the ancient 
ritual, with its seductive splendour and its charms for the 
sensuous nature, stood before the very eyes of the Christian 
converts, and the tenacious power of resistance on the part of 
the ancient Judaism most vigorously exerted itself? Comp. 
also Acts xxi. 20 ff. ; 

(3) If Jerusalem had been the place of destination for the 
epistle, the author Gi. 3) could not have omitted to remind 
the readers that the Lord Himself had walked, and taught, 
and wrought among them, had in their midst, nay, before their 
eyes, suffered the death of the cross, among them had found 
the first witnesses of His resurrection and ascension ; and the 
more so, since during the years 60-70 there must still have 


INTRODUCTION. o3 


been a large number of the immediate disciples of Jesus 
present in Jerusalem. But, in reply, we cannot at all expect 
to see the personal life and labours of Jesus described ii. 3, 
because the connection does not lead thereto. For that which 
is essential in ii. 3 is not the relation to author and readers of 
the epistle, but that about which the writer is concerned is 
only to oppose to the Old Testament oyos, as something 
higher, the salvation of the Christians. The question thus, in 
connection with this opposition, is that of the Christians in 
general, or of the salvation which is the common possession 
of all Christians; while, then, only as a mere secondary con- 
sideration, which might have been wanting without prejudice 
to the connectedness of thought, the remark is yet further 
added, that the knowledge of this Christian blessedness has 
been transmitted in a sure and trustworthy manner to the 
present (second) generation of Christians, to which alike author 
and readers of the epistle belong. An occasion for speaking 
more fully of the erewhile personal activity of Jesus among 
the readers did not accordingly at all present itself; and a 
reason for urging the declaration ii. 3 against the supposition 
of Palestinenses as recipients of the epistle is the less to be 
thought of, inasmuch as the fact that the Lord had once Him- 
self proclaimed the salvation to the ancestors of the present 
church members is not excluded by the words. But that a 
great number of the original disciples must have been still 
living in Jerusalem during the years 60—70 is a gratuitous 
assertion, to which may be opposed the consideration that 
surely Luke too, in the prologue of his Gospel—ie. of a 
writing, the composition of which at any rate falls within the 
decade of the seventies, which thus is only a few years later 
in date than our epistle—without hesitation reckons himself 
and his contemporaries as belonging to a second generation of 
Christians. Even supposing, however, that immediate disciples 
of Jesus were still to be found in Jerusalem, yet these could 
number towards the close of the sixties, to which time the 
origin of the Epistle to the Hebrews is to be assigned (comp. 
sec. 4), only a few solitary individuals; a possible exception 
here and there would have been no hindrance in the way of 
characterizing the members of the congregation of that day as 
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belonging to a second generation of Christians, just because 
only the character of the congregation in general, or as it 
presented itself in the main and on the whole, was being taken 
into account. 

(4) The author presupposes, in various passages, what does 
not apply to the case of the primitive congregation, that his 
readers have been for only a comparatively short time members 
of the Christian church. But from iii, 14, vi. 11, x. 32, 
vi. 1-5, x. 23, this conclusion does not follow; on the other 
hand, the opposite is to be inferred from v. 12. 

(5) The Jerusalemic Christians, he asserts, consisted. partly 
of members who became believers immediately after the 
resurrection,—some of them, perhaps, even earlier,—partly of 
such as only later acceded to this primitive stock. They 
composed a congregation which was only gradually formed, 
and, particularly so long as James was alive, received constant 
augmentation from the adherents of Judaism; the community 
of the ‘E8pato. had not arisen in this gradual manner during 
a long succession of years; but the conversion of all its mem- 
bers, or at least of by far the greater number, had taken place 
at one and the same time: it must have been formed by the 
simultaneous passing over of a considerable number of Jews 
to the Christian church, and have maintained itself up to the. 
time of our epistle with much the same total of members as: 
it at first counted. But for a conclusion of this kind the 
words €v ais dwticbévtes ToNAHY AOAnow tTepeivate Trabn- 
patov, x. 32, afford no warrant. For only the fact is there 
brought into prominence, that the conflict of suffering, which 
the readers formerly endured, fell at a period of their life in 
which they were already Christians. On the peculiar cir- 
cumstances (modality) of their conversion the words contain 
nothing. 

(6) From the carefully-chosen designation tots aydous, it 
is evident that the ‘ESpaios are here presupposed to be a non- 
Palestinian community, who have aided the Palestinenses 
with their support. Any other congregation (!) than the 
primitive one could not have been thus simply designated as 
ot &yvot, whereas the employment of this name with regard 
to that congregation is very frequent (1 Cor. xvi. 1; 2 Cor. 
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vill. 4, ix. 1; Rom. xv. 25,31). A usage to be accounted for 
by the fact that, as distinguished from all the other é«x«Ane/az, 
the Palestinian, and specially the Jerusalemic Christians, were 
the dyvor kat’ éefox7v, who before all others, chosen and 
separated from the world by Christ and His apostles them- 
selves, became the first recipients of the divine word and of 
the Holy Spirit, were the first witnesses and intermediate 
channels of Christian truth for all other Christian communi- 
ties, and were also, as such, acknowledged (specially Rom. 
xv. 27), until, owing to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
rending progress of Gentile Christianity, this relation of 
dependence and filial affection was gradually dissolved of 
itself.—In order, however, to show the mistake in such reason- 
ing, it suffices to point to the use of of dyvor in passages like 
Titer yi 12, xvi 15 ; Rom, xi, 13, xvi. 2; 1 -‘Timiy, 10; 
to the addresses of the Pauline epistles; to the addition tov 
év ‘Iepovcad7, considered necessary in connection with tav 
ayieav, Rom. xv. 26; and many similar instances. (1 Cor. 
xvi. 1; 2 Cor. viii. 4, ix. 1, on the other hand, there was no 
need of such addition,—against Kurtz,—hbecause the collection 
which is the subject treated of in those passages was a business 
already known to the Corinthians, and before earnestly enjoined 
upon them; while, Rom. xv. 25, it was already apparent from 
vuvl dé mopevouar eis ‘Iepovcadnp, and, Rom. xv. 31, from % ets 
‘Iepovoadnp, of what. dyvo. the apostle was speaking.) Yea, 
K6stlin has even overlooked the consideration, that by means 
of this argument, if it were well-grounded, he would most 
effectually refute himself! For what further proof, that the 
readers of the letter are to be sought in Jerusalem, would it 
then need than the utterance of our epistle itself, xiii, 24: 
aordcacbe TadvTas TOUS HyoUpévous tuaY Kal TavTas TOUS 
aytous ? 

(7) That the Jerusalemic congregation remained, as is clear 
from Acts ii. 46, iii, 1 (comp. xxi. 20), from the first in connec- 
tion with the temple ritual. By the recipients of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, on the other hand, all religious connection 
with Judaism was originally relinquished, and only now had 
they become involved in peril, as well through the influence 
of teachings which would urge the necessity of holding firmly 
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to the Mosaic law (xiii. 9 ff.), as also, as it scems, through the 
influence of enticing offers (comp. xii. 16 f.), partly also by 
harassing manifestations of ill-will on the part of their former 
Jewish fellow-believers, of being seduced into a return to the 
Jewish religious constitution. But the actual state of matters 
is by this assertion inverted into its exact opposite. For that 
the recipients of the Epistle to the Hebrews not only still 
continued to occupy themselves with the Jewish temple-service 
and sacrificial ritual, but even regarded participation therein 
as a necessary requirement for the complete expiation of sins, 
certainly underlies the whole argumentation of the epistle as 
an everywhere-recurring presupposition. 


SEC. 3.—OCCASION, OBJECT. AND CONTENTS. 


The Epistle to the Hebrews was occasioned by the danger 
to which the Christians in Palestine, particularly in Jerusalem, 
were exposed, of renouncing again their faith in Christ, and 
wholly falling back again into Judaism (comp. specially vi. 
4-6, x. 26 ff). This danger had become a very pressing one, 
inasmuch as many had already as a matter of fact ceased to 
frequent the Christian assemblies (x. 25). The epistle accord- 
ingly aims, by the unfolding on every side of the sublimity of 
the Christian revelation as the perfect and archetypal, above 
that of the Old Testament as the merely preparatory and 
typical, as well as by setting forth the terrible consequences 
of an apostasy, to warn against such falling away, and to 
animate to a faithful perseverance in the Christian course. — 
Differently, but quite incorrectly, does Thiersch (De epistola ad 
Hebr.,Marb. 1848, p.2 sqq.; Die Kirche im apostolischen Zeitalter, 
Frankf. and Erlang. 1852, p. 188 ff.) define the object of the 
epistle, to the effect that it was to be a consolatory letter to 
the Christians of Jerusalem, on account of the exclusion from 
the Jewish temple with which they had been visited on the 
part of their unconverted compatriots at the outbreak of the 
Jewish war. Nothing in the epistle points to any such state 
of the matter; but, on the contrary, even the one passage, Heb. 
xiii. 13, serves to place in a clear light the erroneousness of 
this conjecture. For, instead of mentioning a state of exclusion, 
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and bestowing a word of consolation upon the occasion of an 
event like that, the author here assuredly summons to a coming 
forth out of Judaism as a voluntary act, and thus, as in his 
other reasoning, presupposes that the readers were still in the 
midst of Judaism, and adhered thereto with narrow-minded 
and unchristian stubbornness. A special support for his hypo- 
thesis Thiersch fancies is to be found in the eleventh chapter. 
All the historic instances there adduced are, he tells us, chosen 
by the author with a special bearing upon such a position of 
the readers as is assumed by him. But a glance at the para- 
phrase of the eleventh chapter, which Thiersch affords in proof 
of this assertion, shows that everything from which he derives 
his argument has first been imported by himself into the text. 
—That, finally, also Ebrard’s view—according to which the 
epistle was designed to be “a kind of manual (Leitfaden)” (!) 
for Jerusalem “ neophytes” (!), who, “out of dread of exclusion 
from the temple cultus,” seemed about to withdraw again from 
Christianity’—is an extremely arbitrary one, needs hardly a 
word of further demonstration. 

As regards its contents, the epistle is ordinarily divided into 
two parts,—a dogmatic (i. 1-x. 18) and a paraenetic (x. 19- 
xiii. 25). But a rigid separation does not exist, inasmuch as 
exhortations, some of them of considerable extent, are already 
often incorporated in that first part, and the main tendency 
of the whole letter is a paraenetic (hortatory) one. 

The contents themselves run as follows:—The revelation 
of God in Christ is superior to His revelations under the Old 
Covenant. For Christ, as the Son of God, is exalted above 
the angels, as mere servants (chap.i.). So much the more are 
we called to hold firmly to the Christian faith. For if even 


1 «+ Hostility of the other Jews,” and ‘‘ apprehension of being excluded from 
the temple cult,” is also assumed by v. Dollinger (Christenthum und Kirche in 
der Zeit der Grundlegung, Regensb. 1860, p. 84) as the cause of the tendency to 
apostasy ; while Kluge (der Hebrierbrief. Auslegung und Lehrbegrif. Neu- 
Ruppin 1863, p. 203 ff.) discovers in the letter a product of the Jewish apoca- 
lypties (? !) transplanted upon Christian soil, which as such has arisen only after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and received its outward occasion from the final 
catastrophe of the Jewish people. Deriving its theme from Rom. xi. 32, it is 
supposed to pursue the soterio-paedagogic object of an exhortation to repentance 
for the chosen people, and of a warning to the Jewish-Christian readers descended 
from Israel against apostasy from their living hopes. 
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the Mosaic law, given through the ministry of angels, could 
not be transgressed with impunity, the culpability of slighting 
the Christian salvation, proclaimed by the Lord and attested by 
God Himself, is incomparably greater (ii. 1-4). Not to angels, 
but to Christ, the Son of man, is the Messianic kingdom made 
subject. Certainly Christ was for a little time abased beneath 
the angels; but thus it must be, in order that mankind might 
obtain salvation: He must suffer and die, and in all ane 
become like unto men, His brethren, tn coe to be able, as 
High Priest, to reconcile them to God (vv. 5-18). Therefore 
enanien well Jesus, the Envoy and High Priest of our con- 
fession! He is more exalted than Moses; so much higher 
does He stand than Moses, as the son, who is lord over the 
house, has precedence over the servant of the house (iii, 1-6). 
Take heed, therefore, in accordance with the admonition of the 
Holy Ghost, of unbelief and apostasy; since the fate of the 
fathers, who because of their disobedience became the prey of 
destruction, serves to you as a warning. The promise of God 
of an entering into His rest is still unfulfilled; to you, also, 
the entrance is open, if you have faith, whereas rebelliousness 
against the admonition which is addressed anew unto you 
delivers you over to the vindicatory righteousness of God 
(iv. 1-13). The readers ought to hold fast to the Christian 
confession, since they possess in Jesus a High Priest who is 
not only highly exalted, but also is qualified to redeem man- 
kind (vv. 14-16). The two main essential qualifications 
which every human high priest must possess,—namely, the 
capacity for having sympathy with erring humanity, and the 
being no usurper of the office, but one called of God to 
the same,—Christ also possesses. He is a High Priest after 
the manner of Melchisedec (v. 1-10), But before the author 
passes over, as is his purpose, to the more detailed presenta- 
tion of the high-priestly dignity belonging to Christ after the 
manner of Melchisedec, and thus to His exalted rank above 
the Levitical high priests, he complains, in a digression, of the 
low stage of Christian knowledge at which the readers, who 
ought themselves long ago to have been teachers of Christianity, 
still remain. He exhorts them to strive after full manhood 
and maturity in the Christian life, and, in a note of warning, 
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reminds them that those who have already experienced, in its 
influence upon them, the fulness of blessing which pertains to 
Christianity, and nevertheless apostatize from the faith, by 
their own fault let slip beyond recovery the Christian blessed- 
ness ; then, however, expresses the confidence he feels that it 
will not be so with the readers, who have distinguished them- 
selves, and do still distinguish themselves by works of Christian 
love, and indicates what he desires of them, namely, per- 
severance to the end; while at the same time he directs their 
attention to the inviolability of the divine promise and the 
objective certainty of the Christian hope (v. 11—vi. 20). With 
the seventh chapter the author returns to the subject under 
discussion. He dwells first upon the person of Melchisedec 
himself, following up the hints of Scripture as he presents to 
his readers the exalted position of Melchisedec, and shows a 
threefold superiority of the same over the Levitical priests 
(vii 1-10). From this relation of inferiority, however, it 
follows now that the Levitical priesthood, and thus conse- 
quently the Mosaic law in general, is imperfect and incapable 
of leading on to perfection. For otherwise there would have 
been no need, after the law had long been instituted, of the 
promise and the appearing of another priest of other descent 
(vv.11,12). That the Levitical priesthood, together with the 
Mosaic law, has lost its validity, is evident from the circum- 
stance that Christ, to whom that divine utterance Ps. cx. 4 
has reference, belongs as a matter of fact to a tribe which, 
according to Mosaic ordinance, has no part in the admini- 
stration of the priestly office (vv. 13, 14); it is further 
evident from the consideration that the new priest who is 
promised is to bear a resemblance to Melchisedec, in which is 
implied just the particular, that his characteristic peculiarity 
is other than that of the Levitical priests (vv. 15-17). The 
end, to the bringing in of which the Levitical priesthood was 
wanting in power, is attained by Christ’s everlasting priest- 
hood after the manner of Melchisedec (vv. 18, 19). The pre- 
eminence of this over the Levitical priesthood appears further 
from the fact that it was constituted by God by virtue of an 
oath, whereas the former was constituted without an oath (vv. 
20-22). The Levitical priests, moreover, die one after another : 
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Christ’s priesthood, on the other hand,—and that forms a third * 
point of superiority,—since He ever liveth, is an unchangeable 
and intransitory priesthood (vv. 23-25). A fourth point of 
superiority is manifested in the distinction, that while the 
Levitical priests are sinful men, who each successive day must 
offer sacrifices for their own sins and the sins of the people, 
Christ is the sinless Son of God, who once for all has offered 
up Himself as a sacrifice (vv. 26-28). But not only as regards 
His own person is Christ exalted far above the Levitical priests : 
the sanctuary, too, in which He exercises the high-priestly 
functions, is exalted far above the Levitical one. For Christ 
administers His office of high priest in the heavenly tabernacle, 
erected by God Himself, of which, as the prototype, the earthly 
tabernacle in which the Levitical priests minister is a mere 
copy (vill. 1-5). So much more excellent is the personal 
ministry of Christ, inasmuch as the covenant, whose Mediator 
He is, is a better covenant, because resting upon the foundation 
of better promises. The character of this promised new 
covenant is a more inner, spiritual one; and by the promise 
of a new covenant the old is declared to be worn out and no 
longer serviceable (vv. 6-13). In the disposition of the Mosaic 
sanctuary itself, and the ordering of the priestly ministration 
in conformity therewith, lies the indication on the part of God, 
that Mosaism is not itself the perfect religion, but only the 
preparatory institution for the same (ix. 1-8); as accordingly 
also the Levitical sacrifices, since they belong to the domain of 
carnal ordinance, are not in a position to make real atonement, 
whereas the sacrifice of Christ, presented by virtue of an eternal 
spirit through the efficacy of His own blood, possesses an ever- 
lasting power of atonement (vv. 9-14). In order to be the 
Middle Person of the New Covenant, Christ, however, must 
necds suffer death. That follows from the notion of a dcaOn«n, 
since such acquires a binding character only when the death 
of the dca@éwevos has been before proved; as accordingly also 
the first, or Old Testament dcaOy«n, was not consecrated with- 
out blood, and without blood-shedding there is, under the 
Mosaic law, no forgiveness. For the consecration of the earthly 
sanctuary the blood of slain animals sufficed, but for the con- 
secration of the heavenly sanctuary there was need of a more 
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excellent sacrifice than these; this Christ has offered once for 
all at the end of the world, by His sin-cancelling sacrificial 
death; and in connection with His return, to be looked for 
unto the salvation of them that wait for Him, no repetition of 
sacrifice will be necessary (vv. 15-28). In the imperfection 
of the Mosaic law is to be sought the cause that under it the 
expiatory sacrifice is repeated every year; that repetition con- 
tains the reminder that there are ever sins still present, as 
truly a cancelling of sins by the blood of bulls and of goats is 
from the very nature of the case impossible (x. 1-4). Already 
in Scripture has it been expressed, that not by animal sacrifices, 
but only by the fulfilling of the will of God, deliverance from 
sins is to be attained. On the ground of this fulfilment of 
His will by Christ are we Christians sanctified (vv. 5-10). 
Hereupon the main distinction between the Old Testament high 
priest and the High Priest of the New Testament is once more 
brought into relief—namely, in that the former daily repeats 
the same sacrifices without thereby effecting the cancelling of 
sin; the latter, on the other hand, by His sacrifice once offered, 
has wrought everlasting sanctification ; and finally, attention is 
drawn to the Scripture testimony, that there is no more need 
for further expiatory sacrifice (vv. 15-18). 

The readers in possession of such an High Priest, and the 
blessing mediated by Him, are to cleave with resolution and 
constancy to the Christian faith, to incite one another to love 
and good works, and not, as has become a practice with some, 
to forsake the religious assemblies. And the more so since 
the Advent is now close at hand (vv. 19-25). For he who 
wittingly contemns recognised Christian truth, and sins against 
it, will not escape the avenging judgment of God (vv. 26-31). 
Mindful of the Christian courage they have displayed in 
former days, the readers are not to lose their Christian 
cheerfulness, but to persevere in the Christian career; for 
only a short time longer will it be before the return of 
Christ, and the entrance into the promised fulness of blessing 
(vv. 82-39). The author hereupon defines the nature of the 
miotis which he requires of the readers, and then sets before 
them examples of the heroism of faith from times gone by 
(chap. xi). In possession of such a multitude of examples, 
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and with the eye fixed upon Jesus Himself, the readers are to 
endure with stedfastness the conflict which awaits them, and 
to regard their sufferings as a salutary chastisement on the 
part of that God who is full of fatherly love towards them 
(xii. 1-13). To this attaches an exhortation to concord and 
growth in holiness (vv. 14-17). The very constitution of 
the New Covenant, to which the readers have come, obliges 
them to the endeavour after sanctification. Whereas the Old 
Covenant bore the character of the sensuous, earthly, and that 
which awakens merely fear, the New Covenant has the 
character of the spiritual, heavenly, brings into communion 
with God and all holy ones, and confers reconciliation. The 
readers are therefore to be on their guard against apostatizing 
from the New Covenant, for their guilt and exposure to 
punishment would be thereby incomparably augmented. 
Rather should they be filled with gratitude towards God for 
the participation in the unshakeable kingdom of the New 
Covenant, and serve Him with awe and reverential fear 
(vv. 18-29). To this are now appended exhortations to 
continued brotherly love (xi. 1), to hospitality (ver. 2), to 
the assistance of prisoners and oppressed (ver. 3), to chastity 
(ver. 4), to the eschewing of covetousness and to contentment 
(vv. 5, 6), to the remembering of former teachers and the 
emulating of their faith (ver. 7), to the avoidance of 
unchristian doctrines and precepts (vv. 8-15), to benevolence 
(ver. 16), to obedience towards the presidents of the congrega- 
tion (ver. 17). There follows a call to intercession on behalf 
of the author (vv. 18, 19), a wish of blessing (vv. 20, 21), 
the petition for a friendly reception of the epistle (ver. 22), 
the communication of a piece of intelligence (ver. 23), the 
prayer for the delivery of salutations, and, at the same time, 
the conveying of salutations to the readers (ver. 24), and the 
concluding wish of blessing (ver. 25). 


SEC. 4.—TIME AND PLACE OF COMPOSITION. 


The epistle can only have been written ata late time. For, 
according to ii. 3, xiii. 7 (comp. also v. 12, x. 32 ff), the 
recipients belonged to a second generation of Christians. 
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According to xiii. 7, the presidents and teachers of the 
congregation had already been snatched away from the same 
by death, and that a death by martyrdom. The death, too, 
of James, the brother of the Lord, who as president of the 
congregation at Jerusalem was reckoned one of the pillars of 
the Christian church (Gal. ii 9), must thus have already 
taken place; as it is, moreover, on general grounds hardly 
conceivable that, so long as James was still living, an 
encroachment upon his province, by means of a letter of such 
tone and contents as are displayed by the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, should have been made by the author of this 
epistle. The Epistle to the Hebrews cannot therefore have 
been written before the year 63 (Josephus, Antig. xx. 9. 1). 
Its time of composition, however, must yet fall in the period 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. For the presupposition 
that the Levitical service of the temple is still continuing, 
underlies the current of the whole epistle. Instances in proof 
are found not only viii. 4, 5, ix. 6 ff, xiii 10 ff, and 
specially ix. 9,—-where the continued existence of the fore- 
tabernacle (or holy place) in the Jewish sanctuary is 
expressly explained as a typical reference to the time now 
being, in which the priests still continue to offer sacrifices 
which are unable to afford satisfaction to the conscience 
(comp. besides vi. 8, 20, viii. 13, x. 2),—but also in general 
a great part of the contents of the epistle, wherein the 
erroneous persuasion of the readers that the attainment of 
everlasting salvation is not possible without continued 
participation in the Levitical sacrificial rites and temple 
cultus, is controverted by our author. Further, our epistle 
must have been composed even before the beginning of the 
Jewish war; for if this had already broken out, distinct 
references thereto could not have been wanting. Yet it 
would seem that the commotions and insurrections which 
immediately preceded the outbreak of the Jewish war had 
already begun. For, x. 25, reference is made to the fact that 
the visible signs of the approaching advent of Christ have 
already appeared before the eyes of the readers; and their 
personal condition was, according to xii 4 ff, xii. 13, one of 
great suffering. That supposition is thus the most natural 
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one which places the date of the epistle’s composition between 
the years 65 and 67. 

According to Orelli (Select. patrwm eccles. capp. ad etanyn- 
tuxny sacram pertinentia, P. IIL, Turic. 1822, p. 4 sq.), the 
Epistle to the Hebrews was composed only towards the year 
90; according to Holtzmann (Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1867, 
p. 6 f.), Harnack (Patrum Apostt. Opp. I. p. 1xxxii.), and 
others, only after the persecution under Domitian; according 
to Schwegler (Nachapostolisches Zeitalter, Bd. II. p. 309), 
somewhere about the close of the first century; according to 
Hausrath (Neutestamentl. Zeitgesch., 1st ed. III. p. 401 f.), only 
after Trajan’s persecution; according to Volkmar (Religion 
Jesu, p. 388 f.) and Keim (Geschichte Jesu v. Nazara, Bd. L, 
Zirich 1867, p. 148 f, 636), only between the years 
116-118. See, on the other hand, the remarks of Grimm in 
the Zeitschr. f. wiss. Theol. 1870, p. 23 ff. Without ground 
does Mangold Gn Bleek’s Hinl. in d. N. T., 3d ed., Berlin 
1875, p. 617) object against the conclusiveness of Grimm’s 
reasoning, that “the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
conducts his argument on the basis of the Scripture repre- 
sentation of the tabernacle” as of “a purely ideal magnitude,” 
which does not guarantee “the actual continuance of the 
temple cultus.” This objection would be admissible if the 
preterites eZyev, ix. 1, and KatecxevdoOn, ix. 2, had, in the 
formula which resumes all the previous description,—tovTev 
dé oTws KaTecKevacpévwv, ver. 6,— been followed by a 
participle worist. But it becomes directly impossible when 
instead thereof a participle perfect is chosen ; inasmuch as, by 
this construction, beyond doubt the opinion of the author is 
manifested that in the inner arrangement of the temple the 
inner arrangement of the tabernacle is still perpetuated. The 
following praesentia can therefore be understood only in the 
most strictly present sense, and not “as praesentia of the legal 
defining,” 

The place of composition is indeterminable. Only thus 
much is clear from xiii. 24, that it is to be sought outside of 
Italy. 
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SEC. 5.—FORM AND ORIGINAL LANGUAGE. 


That the composition was an actual Jetter, and not, as has 
been assumed by Berger (Gétting. theol. Bibi., Th. IIT. St. 3, 
p. 449 ff; Moral. Einlect. in das N. T., Th. IIL. p. 442 £. 
Comp. also Reuss, Geschichte der h. Schrr. N. T., 5th ed., 
Braunschw. 1874, § 151), a homily, is acknowledged, and is, 
moreover, rendered certain by the personal allusions at the 
close of the composition, since these admit neither of our 
regarding them, with Berger, as the later appendix of another 
author, nor, with Schwegler (Wachapostolisches Zeitalter, Bd. II. 
p. 304), as a “literary fiction.” 

In like manner, the opinion frequently expressed in ancient 
times,— originally broached with a view to the removal of the 
difficulties arising from the literary character of the book, 
upon the presupposition of the authorship of the Apostle 
Paul,—and in recent times specially advocated by Joseph 
Hallet, jun., and John David Michaelis, that the epistle was 
originally composed in the Hebrew (Aramaic) language, and 
only afterwards translated into Greek, is at the present time 
universally recognised to be erroneous. Even on account of 
the great freedom with which the translator must have 
proceeded in the remoulding of the original,—on account of 
the purity in the Greek expression, the skill in the formation 
of genuine Greek periods, such as are foreign to the Aramaic, 
—on account of the many compound terms, the equivalent of 
which could have been expressed in Aramaic only by means 
of periphrases (as oAupepas Kal toduTpoTras, i. 1; aravyacpua, 
i. 3; petpioTrabelv, v. 2; evmeptotatos, xii. 1, etc.)—on account 
of the multitude of paronomasias, which could not possibly be 
in every case the work of chance (i. 1, ii. 2, il. 3, ii. 8, ii, 10, 
fe ett 13,37. 2,-v..1, Vv. 8) ¥, £4, vil. 3, vin. 9, vil, 13; 
yao. 22, vii, 23, 24, ix. 10) ix. 28, x, 29, x. 34,x, 98,39) 
xi, 27, xi. 37, xii. 24, 25, xiii. 14)—and on account of the 
ambiguous use of ScaOn«n, ix. 15 ff,’ this view is wanting in 
all probability: and naturalness. Absolutely inadmissible, 
however, it becomes only from the fact that the author, not 


1 Nevertheless, as has already been observed by Braun, as also by Bleek, 
the spn, adopted by the Aramaic from the Greek and occurring in the 


Mryer.—HEs. E 


66 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


only in connection with his Biblical citations, but also in the 
conducting of his argument, bases his reasoning throughout 
upon the form of the text in the LXX., even when this 
version gives a sense entirely at variance with that of the 
original text. With particular distinctness does this appear 
x. 5 ff, where in place of the Hebrew 5 na Dus the entirely 
diverse c@pa dé Katnpticm pot of the LXX, is adopted by 
our author, and then at ver. 10 the mpocgopa tod capatos 
*Inood Xpicrod brought into relation therewith. 


Talmud, as frequently also in the Peshito; or the Dy, more usual with the 


Chaldee Paraphrasts, as also in the Peshito,—might certainly also have com- 
bined the twofold signification of a ‘‘ covenant” oa a ‘‘ testament.” 


CHAP. I. 67 


‘H tpos ‘EBpaious ETLOTON Is 


A B KN have merely Mpig ‘EGpuous. Simplest and probably 
earliest superscription. 


CHAPTER IL 


Ver. 1. éa’ éoyarov| Elz: én’ goydrov. Against ABDEK 
L Mx, most min. Vulg. Copt. a., and many Fathers. The 
plural éoydrwy arose from the ry immediately following. — 
Ver. 2. In place of zai rods aiavag éroinoev of the Recepta, 
A B D* D*** EF Mx, 17, 37, al., Vulg. It. Copt. Syr. al., Patres 
Gr. et Lat.m. have xai érofqnoey rove widvac, Already recom- 
mended by Griesb. Rightly adopted by Lachm. Tisch. and 
Alford. In addition to the strong attestation, this position of 
the words is favoured by the internal ground that in this order 
the emphasis falls, as was required, upon évo/yjcev, instead of 
falling upon rods aidivas.— Ver. 3. Before xadaprowév, Elz. 
Wetst. Griesb. Matth. Scholz, Bloomf. Tisch. 7, Reiche (Com- 
mentarius Criticus in N. T., t. IIL. p. 6 sq.), with D***, almost 
all min. Syr. utr. (Aeth. ?) Ath. p. 362, Chrys. in text. et comm. 
dis., Oec. Theoph. Aug. (?) add 6” éavrod. But of éaurod, 
instead of which 6 airod (according to Theodoret’s express 
observation to be read as &’ aired) is found with D* 137, Copt. 
Clar. Germ. Cyr. (semel) Didym. Theodoret, in t. et comm. 
Euthal. Damase. in textu, is wanting in A B D** x, 17, 46* 47, 
80, Vulg. Arm. Cyr. (saepe) Cyr. Hieros. pseudo-Athanas. (ed. 
Bened. ii. 337), Damasc. (comm.) Sedul. Cassiod. Bede. 
Already suspected by Mill (Prolegg. 991). Rightly deleted as 
a gloss by Bleek, de Wette, Lachm. Tisch. 1, 2, and 8, and 
Alford. For although the addition 6/ tarot (by Himself, «.¢. by 
the offering of Himself, inasmuch as He was at the same time 
High Priest and Victim) is in perfect keeping with the after 
deductions of the epistle, it is nevertheless not indispensable ; 
and though it is conceivable that 6/ éavrod was taken up into 
the preceding airod, yet it is, on the other hand, hardly credible, 
seeing the endeavour of the author after linguistic euphony, 
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that he should have placed the words airsi, 67 saurod (airod) in 
immediate juxtaposition the one with the other. — Instead of 
wroinsd&usvos trav &waprsav, Bengel, Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 
and 8, Alford read: rav &mapriav roinodmevos., In favour of 
the latter decides the preponderant attestation on the part of 
ABDE Msn, 37, 46, al, Vulg. It. Cyr. Cyr. Hieros. Athan. Did. 
ps-Athan. Dam. (comm.). — ray aapriéiv] Elz. Matth. Scholz: 
ray Gmapriay quay But yuav is wanting in A B D* E* M 28%, 
67** al., Vulg. It. Copt. Syr. Aeth. Cyr. utr. Nyss. Didym. 
Damasc. Aug. Sedul. Cassiod. al. Already suspected by Mill 
(Prolegg. 496) and Griesb. Rightly rejected by Lachm., Bleek, 
de Wette, Tisch. Reiche, Alford. It was added as a dogmatic 
precaution, in order to guard against a referring of the words 
also to the own &mwaprias of the subject. — Ver. 8. paGdos sddurnros 
4 padoos Hg Buoirciag cov] Instead of that, Lachm. in the edit. 
stereot. (as likewise Tisch. 8) read: xa) (A B D* E* Mx, 17, 
Aeth. Clar. Germ. Vulg. ms. Cyr.) 47 (A B M8, Cyr.) pa 6do¢ 
ris (A BM N** Cyr.) edddrnros paRd0¢g (A BM N** Cyr.) ric 
BaciAcias oov. In the later larger edition, vol. II., on the other 
hand, he has adopted zai paéBd0g r%¢ <sddurnros paBOos ris 
Gactrsiag cov. The xa at the beginning is, as also Bleek and 
Alford decide, to be looked upon as original, but in other 
respects the fecepta is to be retained, inasmuch as the 7 before 
the first s«8d0g (in the first edition of Lachmann) would be a 
variation from the text presented by the LXX., such as could 
hardly be ascribed to the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
considering the closeness with which he follows that translation 
in other cases, and the purity in other respects of his Greek 
expression. — Ver. 9. dvousav] AS, 13, 23, al., Cyr. Chron. Alex. 
Eus. Chrys. ms. &ds%/av; preferred by Bleek, since it is also 
found in the Cod. Alex. of the LXX. Adopted also by Tisch. 8. 
But dvou/ov might easily be changed into dédiziav, since the latter 
formed a more direct opposite to the preceding dimasocbvqy. — 
Ver. 12. eases] Beza, Bengel, Tisch. 8: d&aaceeac. Only insufti- 
ciently supported by D* s* 43, Vulg. (not Harl.*) It. Tert. — 
adrovs| Lachm.: airovs, ws smariov, atter A B D* Ex, Acth. 
Arm. Clar. Germ. Spite of the strong authority, an apparent 
gloss, explanatory of woe! wepiBorcov. 

Vv. 1-4. Without beginning with the ordinary salutation, 
with the omission even of any kind of preface, the author 
proceeds at once to place the revelation of God in Christ in 
contrast with the revelations of God under the Old Covenant, 
inasmuch as he characterizes the revelations under the Old 
Covenant as imperfect, while he shows the perfection of this 
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new revelation by a description of the incomparable dignity of 
its Mediator. With vv. 1-3 the author strikes the keynote 
for all that which he is subsequently to disclose to the readers. 
The utterances of these three verses afford the theme of his 
whole epistle. For the later dogmatic disquisitions are only 
the more full unfolding of the same; and for the later parae- 
neses they form the motive and fundamental consideration. 
To ver. 4, however—which combines grammatically with that 
which precedes into the unity of a well-ordered, rhetorically 
vigorous and majestic period,—vv. 1-3 stand related as the 
universal to the particular, since that which was before 
expressed in a more general way is in ver. 4 brought into 
relief on a special side, which finds in the sequel its detailed 
development, in such wise that then ver. 4 in turn forms, as 
regards its contents, the theme for the first section of the 
epistle (1. 4-ii. 18). 

On vv. 1-3 comp. L. J. Uhland, Dissert. Theol. ad Hebr. 
i. 1-3, Pars L, IL, Tubing. 1777, 4.— G. M. Amthor, Com- 
mentatio exegetico-dogmatica in tres proores versus eprstolae ad 
Hebraeos scriptae (Coburg), 1828, 8.—(J. G. Reiche), Jn 
lecum epist. ad Hebr.i. 1-3 observationes, Gotting. (Weihnachts- 
programm) 1829, 4. 

Ver. 1. Ilodupepas Kal modvtpotrws «.7..] After God had 
spoken oftentimes and in manifold ways of old time to the 
fathers in the prophets. The twofold expression moAvmepas 
kat ToNvTpoTe@s (comp. Maximus Tyrius, Dissert. vii. 2, 
xvii. 7) is by no means merely rhetorical amplification of one 
and the same idea (Chrysostom: tovtéots Suapdpws; Michaelis, 
Abresch, Dindorf, Heinrichs, Kuinoel, Reiche, Tholuck,’ and 
others). To roAvmepés is that which is divided into many 
parts (TO eis Trodda peptSouevov, Hesychius). IToAupepas 
therefore presents the AaAeiv of former ages from the point of 
view of something which was accomplished in a multiplicity 
of successive acts, whereas 7oXvTpOTas brings out the mani- 
fold character of the modality in which, in connection with 
those acts, the Aadey was accomplished. Common thus to 
both expressions is, indeed, the notion of changeful diversity ; 


1 The last-named expositor would otherwise expect an antithetical éraas (!) or 
tpéra% at the close of the verse. 
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but the former marks the changeful diversity of the times in 
which, and the persons through whom, God revealed Himself; 
the latter, the changeful diversity of the divine revelations as 
regards contents and form. For not only was the substance 
and extent of the single revelations disproportioned, but also 
the modes of their communication varied, inasmuch as God 
spoke to the recipients of His revelations sometimes by means 
of visions and dreams, sometimes mouth to mouth (comp. 
Num. xii. 6 ff.), sometimes immediately, sometimes by the 
intervention of an angel, sometimes under the veil of symbols 
and types, sometimes without these." By the very choice of 
TokupEp@s Kab ToAUTPOTTws OUr author indicates the imperfec- 
tion of the O. T. revelations. No single one of them contained 
the full truth, for otherwise there would have been no need of 
a succession of many revelations, of which the one supple- 
mented the other. And just so was the continual change in 
the modes of communicating these revelations a sign of imper- 
fection, inasmuch as only a perfect form of communication 
corresponds to the perfect truth. — As, moreover, on the one 
hand, by means of the adverbs the imperfection of the O. T. 
revelation is indicated in contrast with the perfection of the 
N. T. revelation; so, on the other hand, by means of the 
identity of the subject 6 @eds in Aadjoas and éAdAnoer, the 


1 Erroneously does Grimm (Theol. Literaturbl. to the Darmstadt A. K. Z. 
1857, No. 29, p. 661) raise against the above explanation, according to which 
roaurporws has respect not only to the purport, but also at the same time to the 
form of the divine revelations, the objection that the properly understood éy seis 
xpop. (see below) does not accord therewith, inasmuch as revelations ‘‘ mouth to 
mouth,” or by the intervention of angels, would not have been a speaking of 
God im the prophets, but to (pas) the same. For what is spoken of (ver. 1) is 
not the relation of God to the prophets in itself alone, but the relation of God 
to the fathers through the medium of the prophets. The fact, however, that the 
prophets, as men in whom God was present, brought to the knowledge of the 
fathers the revelations received, is independent of the way and manner in which 
those revelations. were previously communicated to themselves by God. — Since, 
moreover, the prophets as recipients of revelation in the first rank are distin- 
guished from the fathers as recipients of revelation in the second rank, and 
only an interweaving of the relation of God to both takes place, we cannot 
assume either, with Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrderbr. p. 90), who in other 
respects rightly explains roavrpsrws, that the form of the communication of the 
word of God to the prophets is to be taken into account only so far as a duly 
proportioned form corresponded to it, even as in the prophetic word the revela- 
tion of God became known to the fathers. 
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inner connection between the revelations of the O. T. and that 
of the N. T. is brought into relief, and in this way attention is 
tacitly drawn to the fact that the former was the divinely 
appointed preliminary stage and preparation for the latter. — 
tmanat] of old, in long bygone times. For Malachi was looked 
upon as the last of the O. T. prophets, and since his appearing 
already from four to five centuries had elapsed. Delitzsch : 
mandate is not so much antiquitus as antehac, since the contrast 
is not between ancient and recent or new, but between past and 
present. Wrongly ; for the opposition of a “ prius” and “post” 
has certainly been already expressed by Aadjoas and éAdAyoer, 
whereas 7rdé)aw still finds its special, and indeed very signifi- 
cant opposition in é7’ écyatov Tay Hepa TovTwy, and must 
accordingly be explained after the analogy of this. — daneiv] 
particularly in our epistle of very frequent use, to indicate 
divine revelations. Comp. u. 2, 3, 11. 5, vii. 14, ix. 19, xi. 18, 
xii. 24, 25. — trois mwatpacw] to the fathers (forced, and need- 
lessly ; Kurtz: tots matpdow, and equally so afterwards yi, 
is dativus commodi), i.c. to the forefathers of the Jewish 
people. Comp. Rom. ix. 5. The expression in its absolute 
use characterizes author and recipients as born Jews. — 
tpopjtat| is to be taken in the widest sense, in such wise 
that all holy men of the O. T. history who received revelations 
from God are comprehended under it. For unquestionably 
the aim of the discussion now begun, that of expressing the 
pre-eminence of the revelation contained in Christ over each 
and all of the O. T. revelations, demands this.. But thus must 
Moses also, and very specially, be reckoned as belonging to 
the mpopyjras, since Moses held the first rank in the series of 
development of the pre-Christian revelations; as, accordingly, 
iii. 2 ff., the superiority of Christ even over Moses is expressly 
asserted. Nor does the wider acceptation of mpodra: en- 
counter any difficulties on the ground of Biblical usage. Comp. 
eg. Gen. xx. 7, where Abraham is spoken of as a mpodyrns 
(8°22); Deut. xxxiv. 10, where it is said of Moses: kat ovx« 
avéotn te mpodyryns év “IcpanrX os Moos. Philo, too (de 
nom. mut. p. 1064 A, ed. Mangey, I. p. 597), calls Moses the 
apyiTrpodiyrns. — By virtue of this wider acceptation of mpo- 
gras in itself, the opinion of Er, Schmid and Stein, that 
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év rots mpofpyntas signifies: “in the prophetic Scriptures,” 
becomes an impossibility ; quite apart from the consideration 
that this interpretation is also sufficiently refuted by the anti- 
thesis év vid. But just as little is év rots rpodpyrass to be 
made equivalent to dua t&v mpopynTay, as is done by Chry- 
sostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, Luther, Calvin, 
Grotius, and the majority, also Bohme, Reiche, Tholuck, 
Stengel, Ebrard, Bisping, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Maier, and 
M‘Caul. For the linguistic character of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews affords no warrant for the supposition of such a 
Hebraism in the interchange of prepositions. Nor is_ this 
proved by ix. 25, to which Tholuck appeals in following the 
precedent of Fritzsche (Jen. Literaturzeit. 1843, p. 59). °Ev 
is of more extensive significance than dvd. While the latter 
would signify the mere medium, the mere instrument, év 
implies that God, in revealing Himself to the fathers by the 
prophets, was present in the latter, was indwelling in them, in 
such wise that the prophets were only the outward organs of 
speech for the God who spoke in them. Comp. 2 Cor. xii. 3 ; 
Matt. x. 20.— ér’ éoydtou Tay tepav TovTwy] Antithesis to 
madat. Wrongly does Delitzsch, with the approval of Meier 
(comp. also Schneckenburger in the Theol. Stud. u. Krit. 1861, 
H. 3, p. 557), take tOv jpepdv tovTwy as apposition to ém 
éoxydtov: “at the period’s close, which these days form,’— 
for which, on account of the article before 7mepov, the placing 
of éxi Tod éoxdrov would at least have been required,— 
while he then still more arbitrarily finds in éryatov tov 
npepov “the expression indicative of one idea, equivalent to 
Ov NNN,” and makes tovrwy belong logically to the whole 
idea! The suépar adrav are identical with that which is 
elsewhere called 6 aiwy obtos, in opposition to 6 aly wéAdXwv. 
The demonstrative todTwy refers to the fact that these 7udpae 
are the period of time in which the author equally as his 
readers lives, and of an €>yatov of these 7mépar he speaks, 
because like all N. T. writers—the author of the Second 
Epistle of Peter (iii. 4 ff) excepted—he regards the return of 
Christ, for the transforming of the present order of the world 
and the accomplishment of the Messianic kingdom, as near at 
hand ; comp. x. 37, ix. 26. — iv] to us, namely, who belong 
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to the age just mentioned, the écyatov trav iwepav todtwv. 
Antithesis to tots matpdow. — év vid] anarthrous, as vii. 28 ; 
not because vios has acquired the nature of a nomen proprium 
(Bohme, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. 
p- 272), but for the indication of the essential property: in 
one (to wit, Christ) who is not merely prophet—who is more 
than that, namely, Son. 

Vy. 2—4. The author unfolds the idea of superiority con- 
tained in wi@, ver. 1, in sketching a brief portraiture in full 
of the Son of God, and setting vividly before the readers the 
incomparable dignity of this Son, as manifested in each single 
one of the various periods of His hfe. 

Ver. 2. As far as ths duvdpews adtod, ver. 3. The dignity 
of the Son as the premundane Logos. — TO évae with double 
accusative, in the sense of qoveiy tivad tL, is no Hebraism 
(ay, N'Y), but is very frequent with the classics. Comp. eg. 
Herodian, Hist. v. 7.10: ’Ed@’ ois "Avtwvivos mavu joyadde 
Kal peteyiyvecke, Oéwevos abTov vidv Kal KoLWMVOY THS apXS ; 
Xenophon, Cyrop. iv. 6. 3: domep dv evdaiuova tratépa Trais 
tyso@v Tein; Aelian, Var. Hist. xiii. 6; Homer, Odyss. ix. 
404, al. Comp. also Elsner ad loc.; Kihner, IL. p. 226.— 
"E@nxev, however, has reference not so much to the time 
when Christ, having completed the work of redemption, has 
returned to the Father in heaven (so the Greek expositors ; 
and in like manner Primasius, Erasmus (Paraphr.), Calvin, 
Cameron, Corn. a Lapide, Grotius, Schlichting, Calov, Ham- 
mond, Braun, Limborch, Storr, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehr- 
begr. des Hebréerbr. p. 295 ff.;* Maier, Moll, and others), but 


1 According to Riehm, the author first (ver. 2) glanced at the final point of the 
power of the Redeemer, and then at the beginning thereof, and after this (ver. 3) 
described the way to that final point with respect to the beginning. But how- 
ever delicate and acute this conception of the subject, it is too greatly refined 
and artificial. In point of simplicity and naturalness it falls short of the view 
that at vy. 2, 3 the various phases of the life of Christ are described in their 
historic succession, so that only in connection with the intermediate member— 
av... Clpuv re x.7.2., Ver. 3 (see on the verse)—there resounds throughout, in 
addition to the main reference to an earlier condition of the life of Christ, at the 
same time the subordinate reference to a later condition of His life. That which 
Riehm urges in support of his own view, and in refutation of the opposite one, is 
easily disposed of. When he thinks, in the first place, that only by his appre- 
hension the whole structure of the period becomes thoroughly clear, this is 
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relates to the appointment made in the eternal decree of God 
before all time ; thus has reference to Christ as the premundane 
Logos, This application is required in order to a due pro- 
portion with the declarations immediately following, and to 
the logical development of the well thought-out periods, in 
which the discourse reaches the exaltation of the incarnate 
Redeemer only with éxdOicev ev Seka ths peyakootys év 
invydois, ver. 3. The idea of the pre-existence of Christ or 


already shown to be inaccurate by the fact that the simple is always more clear 
than the complex. For even if it be admitted in some respects that a new diy1- 
sion of thought begins with the és, ver. 8, which specially brings into relief the 
subject, whereas before é és was the subject, yet nothing is to be inferred from 
this, because the character of the relative statements, ver. 2, is not changed 
thereby, inasmuch as the reference to God assuredly appears in the third rela- 
tive clause, namely, in zexanpovsunzey, ver. 4. When Riehm further contends 
that in his explanation ver. 2 agrees much better with that which precedes,— 
inasmuch as by the vis, ver. 1, the historic Christ is confessedly to be understood, 
but now an inexplicable leap in the thought would arise, if the author had first 
ascribed to the historic Christ a number of predicates, which were appropriate to 
Him only as the premundane Logos, and should only afterwards speak of His 
present glory,—this contention is already sufficiently refuted by the wholly 
parallel procedure of the Apostle Paul, Phil. ii. 5 ff., who likewise takes his 
departure from the historic Christ, and then, in the same order which Riehm 
calls an ‘‘ inexplicable leap in the thought,” attaches thereto further statements 
with regard to the person of the Redeemer. Moreover, in our passage the order 
of succession censured as an ‘inexplicable leap in the thought” is perfectly 
justified, because viss, ver. 1, is the total expression, which, as such, includes 
in itself all the stadia in the life of Christ ; and thus from it one might proceed 
with equal justice immediately to the premundane Christ as to the exalted 
Christ. If Riehm further supposes that in connection with the appointment as 
heir, ver. 2, we cannot think of a destination made in the eternal decree of God, 
then the analogous declaration of Scripture: rarépu rorray thay rédcixdé oz, Rom. 
iy. 17, already proves the opposite; and if he finds the expression xAnpovouos 
appropriate only to the incarnate Son, inasmuch as the name could hardly other- 
wise oceur in connection with +:ééyes than in reference to a possession which the 
zAnpovoeos once had not, there underlies this objection only this amount of 
truth, namely, that the expression zAzpovsues no doubt includes in itself a refer- 
ence pointing to the future ; but that which it is designed to express by the first 
relative clause is assuredly also only the thought that Christ was in the ideal 
sense before all time appointed or made something, which in the real sense He 
could only be in the full extent at the end of all time. When, finally, Riehm 
believes that ¢ 2énxev xAnpovouov révrwy, ver. 2, must be understood of the domi- 
nion of the exalted Christ, for the reason that the passage i. 8, 9, bearing upon 
the dominion of the exalted Christ, is supposed to refer back to those words, this 
is altogether erroneous, since a special referring back on the part of i. 8, 9 to the 
opening proposition of ver. 2 is not by any means to be admitted. See below, 
the analysis of contents of vv, 5-14. 
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the Son of God as the eternal Logos with its nearer defini- 
tions, as this comes forth here and in that which immediately 
follows, is the same as is met with also in Paul’s writings. Comp. 
Cobia; Pm 1.6; 1 Cor. vis 6;7x. 4,xv. 472; 2 Cor. 
iy. 4, vill. 9. Yet, in the shaping of this idea on the part 
of the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, not only the 
teaching of Paul, but likewise the Logos-speculations of Philo, 
with whose writings the Epistle to the Hebrews has manifold 
points in common, have not been without influence. — xAnpo- 
vonov Tavtav] heir, i.e. future) Possessor and Lord of all things, 
namely, of the world. Chrysostom: To 6é Tod KdXnpovopov 
évopate Kéypntat, Sto SyrOv, Kal TO Ths vloTnTOs yvHovov, Kat 
TO THs KUpLeTnTOs avarootactTov. Comp. Gal. iv. 7; Rom. 
viii. 17.— 0 od] by whom. Grammatically unwarranted, 
Grotius: propter quem (&’ 6v). Comp. also ii. 10.—xal 
érroinoev| The emphasis falls upon the word éotncey, on 
that account preposed, while tovs aidvas only takes up again 
under a varying form a notion already expressed in that which 
precedes, and «ad indicates no heightening of the expression 
(even, or more than this; Wolf and others), but is intended to 
bring out the accordance between the statement in the second 
relative clause and that in the first; so that the fact that by 
the Son the ai@ves were created is made to follow as some- 
thing quite natural, from the fact that He was by God con- 
stituted kAnpovepmos mdavtwy (by whom He also created, etc.). 
Wrongly does Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 298 f.) invert 
the relation of the two members indicated by «ai, in finding 
out the sense: “the installation of the Son in the office of 
the world’s dominion is in entire accordance with the fact 
that by the Son the world was created; in other words, from 
the relation of the Son to God and the world, revealed in the 
latter fact, His installation in the office of the world’s domi- 
nion presents nothing extraordinary, but rather appears some- 
thing which we could not at all expect to be otherwise.” [So 
in substance Owen, who seeks to combine the two meanings 
of 7iOévar.] Had this been meant, then 61’ ob érroincev rods 
aidvas, dv Kat €Onxey KAnpovopov mavtwy must have been 
written. For the «ai of the second clause accentuates the fact 
that what follows is in accord with that which precedes, not 
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that what precedes is in accord with that which follows. Comp. 
Phil. iii. 20, where by means of cai the fact that we expect 
the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven as a deliverer is repre- 
sented as something quite natural, since our qoAérevpa is in 
heaven; but not conversely is the fact that our moAirevpa is 
in heaven deduced from the presupposition of our expecting 
Christ from thence. — ovs aid@vas] does not here denote the 
ages ; either in such wise that the totality of the periods of 
time from the creation of the world to its close is meant (Chry- 
sostom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Thomas Aquinas, 
Daniel Heinsius), for this thought would be too abstract; or 
in such wise that the two main periods in the world’s history 
—the pre-Messianic and the Messianic—are to be under- 
stood thereby (Paulus, Stein), for in connection with the 
absolute tovs aiévas no one could have thought of this special 
division into two parts. Nor must we either apprehend rovs 
ai@vas of the Acons in the sense of the Gnostics (Amelius in 
Wolf, Fabricius, Cod. Apocryph. N. T. I. p. 710); for at the 
time when our author wrote this notion of the word did not 
yet exist. ods aidvas is to be understood of the worlds, of 
the totality of all things existing in time (and space), so that 
it is identical with the preceding vravtwy and the following 
Ta Tavta of ver. 3. 06 aly, it is true, has always with the 
classics the strict notion of duration of time; but, as in the 
case of the Hebrew peiy, this notion might easily pass over 
into the wider notion of that which forms the visible contents 
of time, thus into that of the complex of all created things. 
This interpretation is confirmed by the reading of xi. 3, where 
aidves cannot possibly be used in any other sense. — As 
parallel passages to this second relative clause of ver. 2, ex- 
pressing the thought of a creation of the universe by the pre- 
mundane Son of God, comp. in Paul’s writings, Col. i. 16; 
1 Cor. viii. 6; in those of John, John i. 3,10. Philo, too, 
supposes the world was created by the Logos, as the earliest 
or first-born Son of God. Comp. de Cherubim, p. 129 (ed. 
Mangey, I. p. 162): ie tHv peylaotnv otkiav i) méodwWw, Tovde 
TOV KOoMoV ebpjaes yap altiov pev adtod Tov Oedv, bd’ od 
yeyovev, UrAnv S& Ta Téccapa otowyeia, CE dv cuvexpdbn, 
Spyavov Sé Noyov Oeod, dv ov KaTETKEVaGOn, Ths € KaTa- 
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oKevns aitiay thy ayabotnta Tod Snpsoupyod. — De Monarch. 
lib. ii. p. 823 B (ed. Mangey, II. p. 225): Aoyos 86 eotw 
eixav God, 8s’ 08 ciutas 6 Kdcmos édnmioupyetto. — 
Legg. allegor. lib. iii. p. 79 A (ed. Mangey, I. p. 106): oxida 
Geod SE 6 Adyos adTod éotw, & KaDaTeEp dpyadvw Tpoc- 
XPNTAmEevos ExocpmoToler. 

Ver. 3. Continued description of the dignity of the Son. 
The main declaration of the verse, ds éxdOicev ev Se&ia rhs 
peyarwortryns év trxpnrois, is established on the grounds pre- 
sented in the preceding participles dv... dépwy Te . 
moinoduevos. The grounding, however, is a twofold one, inas- 
much as the participles present still relate to Christ as the 
Adyos doapxos, and describe His nature and sway, while the 
participle aorist has as its contents the redeeming act of the 
Adyos évcapxos. Of the two present participles, the first 
corresponds to the former half of the proposition, ver. 2, and 
the second to the latter half. — dv amatyacua] not: quum 
esset, but: quum sit azavy., or as amatvyacpa. For the 
éival aTavyacua K.T.r. and dépew Ta TavTa K.T.r., Which was 
appropriate to the Son of God in His prehuman form of 
existence, has, after the exaltation or ascension has taken 
place, become again appropriate to Him.’ — avavyacua] an 
Alexandrian word, occurring Wisd. vii. 26, and frequently with 
Philo, but only here in the N. T. It is explained either (1) as 
a beaming forth or radiance, i.e. as a ray which flows forth 
from the light, ¢g., of the sun. So Bleek, Bisping, Delitzsch, 
Maier, Kurtz, and Hofmann, after the example of Clarius, Jac. 


1 Hofmann (Schriftbew. I. p. 159f., 2d ed.; comp. also his remarks in the 
Commentary, p. 64 ff.) believes that the ay dratyucua x.7.a. and the Pipwy rz 
awivra x.7.a. must be referred exclusively to the exalted Christ, but on untenable 
grounds. For from the consideration that @ipwy re ra wrdvra “forms the 
most unambiguous contrast to the condition of Christ’s life in the flesh,” nothing 
is to be argued in favour of this view ; because this contrast is equally to be 
supposed, when we understand these words alike of the premundane as of the 
exalted Christ. The further assertion, however, that in the case of a referring 
of dy dratvyacue x7.a. to that which Christ is apart from His humanity, the 
declaration ver. 3 must have been connected by means of #5 evr instead of a», is 
lacking in all grammatical support. For, so far as concerns the sense, there 
is no difference whatever between ¢ terw and #y; only regard for rhetorical 
euphony and the due rounding off of the periods determined the author upon 
expressing himself as he did. 


78 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


Cappellus, Gomar., Schlichting, Gerhard, Calov,Owen, Rambach, 
Peirce, Calmet, Heumann, Bohme, Reiche. Or (2) as dnage, 
reflected radiance, ie. as a likeness formed by reflex rays, 
reflection. So Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Wittich, Lim- 
borch, Stein, Grimm (Theol. Literaturbl. to the Darmstadt A. 
Kirch.-Z. 1857, No. 29, p. 661, and in his Leaic. N. T. p. 36), 
Nickel (Reuter’s Repert. 1857, Oct., p. 17), Moll, and others ; 
so substantially also Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 279). 
In favour of the former interpretation it may be advanced 
that Hesychius paraphrases drratvyaopa by #Alov péyyos ; and 
in Lexic. Cyrilli ms. Brem. are found the words: amatyaocpa 
akTls Hrlov, 7) TPYTH TOD HLaKodD dwTos amoBodH, as accord- 
ingly also Chrysostom and Theophylact explain dratvyacpa 
by das é« herds, the latter with the addition 76 dratyacua 
éx Tod HALov Kal ody Yotepoy avTod; and Theodoret observes : 
To yap amatyacpa Kal éx Tod mupds éott Kal ody TO Tp 
gore’ Kat altooy pev exer TO Tip, axyopiorov Sé é€oTLe TOD 
mupos’ €& ob yap TO Tip, €E éxelvou Kal TO atratyacua. But 
without reason does Bleek claim, in favour of this first inter- 
pretation, also the usage of. Philo and Wisd. vii. 26. For in 
the passage of Philo, de Speciall. legg. § 11 (ed. Mangey, IL. 
p. 356), which Bleek regards as “ particularly clear” (To 6° 
eudvowpevov [Gen. ii. 7] d9A0v ws alPépiov Fv mvedpa Kal eb 
59 tt alGepiou mvevwatos Kpéirtov, ate THS paKapias Kab 
TpiopaKaplas ptoews amravyacua), there is found no ground 
of deciding either for or against this acceptation of the word. 
The other two passages of Philo, however, which are cited by 
Bleek, tell less in favour of it than against it. For in the 
former of these dzatvyacpwa is explained by éxparyetov 
[impression] and adréoomacpa [shred] as synonyms, in the 
latter by pwiwnua [copy]. (De Opific. Mundi, p. 33 D, in 
Mangey, I. p. 35: was dvOpwros Kata pev thy Sidvorav 
exelotat Scio Adyw, THs pakapias diocws exparyelov i) amo- 
Tacha 1) atatyacua yeyoves, Kata O& THY TOD cHmaToOS. 
KaTacKeuny amavT TH Koopo. — De plantat. Noé, p. 221 C, 
Mang. I. p. 337: Td 8€ dyiacpa oiov ayiwvy atavyacua, 
Minua apxetimov’ émet Ta aicOjnoe Kara Kal vonoEes KAXOV 
eixoves.) Finally, there are found also, Wisd. vii. 26, as 
kindred expressions, besides dsravyacpa, the words écomtpov'. 
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and etxov. (Aratyacua ydp éote dwrds aidiov Kat écomrpov 
axndidrov THs ToD Oeod evepryetas Kal eixov THs aya0dTnTOos 
avtov.) The decision is afforded by the form of the word 
itself Inasmuch as not dravyacnos, but adravyacua is 
written, an active notion, such as would be required by Bleek’s 
acceptation, cannot be expressed by it, but only a passive one. 
Not the ray itself, but the result thereof must be intended. 
For as am7ynwa denotes that which is produced by the 
arnxetv, the resonance or echo, and drocxiacpa that which 
is produced by the amocxudfew, the shadow cast by an object, 
so does amavyacua denote that which is produced by the 
aravyafewv. "Atravyacua is therefore to be rendered by 
reflected radiance, and a threefold idea is contained in the 
word—(1) the notion of independent existence, (2) the notion 
of descent or derivation, (3) the notion of resemblance. — ris 
d0&ns] of His (the divine) glory or majesty. For the following 
avtod belongs equally to ris S0&ns as to THs broctacews. — 
Kal YapaKTip THs vroctdcews avtov| and as impress of His 
essential being, so that the essential being of the Father is 
printed forth in the Son, the Son is the perfect image and 
counterpart of the Father. Comp. Philo, de plantat. Noé, 
p- 217 A (ed. Mangey, I. p. 332), where the rational soul 
(} Aoyrxn r~rvy7) is called a coin which stands the test, odovww- 
eica kai tuT@bcioa oppaytd.« Oeod, is 0 YapaxTHp eat 
aidvos Noyos. In the N. T. the word yapaxryHp is found 
only in this place. To interpret drdctacts, however, in the 
sense of mpécwrov, or “ Person” (Thomas Aquinas, Cajetan, 
Calvin [in the exposition], Beza, Piscator, Cornelius a Lapide, 
Gerhard, Dorscheus, Calov, Sebastian Schmidt, Bellarmin, 
Braun, Brochmann, Wolf, Suicer), is permitted only by later 
usage, not by that of the apostolic age. For the rest, that 
which is affirmed by the characteristic dmatyacpa ris S0&ns 
Kab Xapaxthip Ths broactdcews avTod, the Apostle Paul ex- 
presses, Col. i. 15, by eéxav tod Geobd tod dopdrov, and, Phil. 
ii 6 (comp. 2 Cor. iv. 4), by &» popdH Oeob imdapyov. — 
dépwv Te Ta TavTa TO pyyate THs Svvdyews avTod] and as 
He who upholds the whole creation by the word of His power. 
Comp. Col. i. 17: wat ta wdvta év atte cvvéotnxev; Philo, 
de Cherub. p. 114 (ed. Mang. I. p. 145): 0 mndarvodxos Kal 
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xuBepyijtns ToD TavTos Aoyos Gelos. —Ta wavra is not to be 
limited, with the Socinians, to the kingdom of grace, but is 
identical with rdvtwv; and Tovds aidvas, ver. 2, thus denotes 
the complex of all created things. On épecy in the signifi- 
cation: to uphold anything, so that its continued existence is 
assured, comp. Plutarch, Lucull.6: pépewv tiv wodw; Valerius 
Maximus, xi. 8. 5: Humeris gestare salutem patriae ; Cicero, 
pro Flacco, c. 38: Quam (rempublicam) vos universam in hoe 
judicio vestris humeris, vestris inquam humeris, judices sus- 
tinetis; Seneca, Hp. 31: Deus ille maximus potentissimusque 
ipse vehit omnia; Herm. Past. iii. 9.14: Nomen Filii Dei 
magnum et immensum est et totus ab eo sustentatur orbis. — 
TO pyywate Ths Svvdyews avtov] more emphatic than if 76 
PNMaTL AVTOD TO SuvvaT@ were written, to which Wolf, Kuinoel, 
Stengel, Tholuck, Bloomfield would, without reason, make the 
words equivalent. Oecumenius: pha 6é ele devxvds TavTa 
evKdAws avdTov adyew Kal dépew. Theophylact: tndAcKcodrov 
OyKoV THS KTioews TOV UTEéppweyav ws OvdéV adTOs SiaBacTafer 
Kal Oyo Love TavTa Svvauevw. — Not the gospel, however, is 
meant by phua THs dSuvvauews; but as by the word of Omni- 
potence the world was created (comp. xi. 5), so is it also by 
the word of Omnipotence upheld or preserved. — avtov] goes 
back to 6s, thus to the Son, not to God (Grotius, Peirce, 
Reiche, Paulus). — caOapicpov tay awaptiav tounodpevos] 
after He had accomplished a cleansing from the sins. Progress 
of the discourse to the dignity of the Son as the eternal Logos 
incarnate, or the Redeemer in His historic appearing on earth. 
The nearer defining of the sense conveyed by the declaration : 
Kabapiopov TOY awapTL@v Tromodpevos,—with regard to the 
grammatical expression of which LXX. of Job vii. 21, 2 Pet. 
i. 9, may be compared,—was naturally presented to the readers. 
As the object on which the xa@apiouos was wrought was 
understood as something self-evident, the world of mankind, 
which until then was under the defiling stain of sins, without 
possessing the power for its own deliverance; as the means, 
however, by which the xaOapicpos was accomplished, the 
atoning death of Christ. [Owen compares the lustrations, ie. 
purifications by sacrifice, and cites Lucian’s papowev pev adtov 
Tod Kpnuvod Kabapicpov Tod otpaTod écduevov, “ We shall 
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cast him down headlong for an expiation of the army.”] ‘To 
conceive of the duapriae themselves as a direct object to 
xabapicpov, to which Bleek and Winer, Gramm. 5th ed. p. 214 
(differently, 6th ed. p. 168, 7th ed. p. 176), were inclined, and 
in favour of which Delitzsch and Alford (comp. also Hofmann 
ad loc.) pronounce themselves with decision—in such wise 
that these are thought of as the disease of the human race, 
which is healed or put away by Christ,—is not at all warranted 
by the isolated and less accurate form of expression: é«a0a- 
pian avtod 4 rémpa, Matt. viii. 3. Nor is it requisite to 
supply a6 before tdv dyaptidy, and assume a pregnancy of 
expression, since xafapos and its derived words are not only 
connected by dé, but likewise, with equal propriety, by the 
bare genitive. See Kiihner, II. p. 163. — éxd@icev év Sefsa 
THS peyarwovryns év wynrois] sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high. Culminating point of the description. 
Characteristic of the dignity of the Son after the completed 
work of redemption, in the period of His return to the Father, 
which followed the period of His self-abasement. The sitting 
at the right hand of God is a well-known figure, derived from 
Ps. ex. 1, in order to designate supreme honour and dominion 
over the world (Rom. vii. 34, al.). — &v innrots] Comp. Ps. 
xeil. 4, exii. 5; tantamount to év Tots ovpavois, Heb. viii. 1 ; 
or év Tois érroupavious, Eph. i. 20; or év tyiorous, Luke ii. 14, 
xix. 38, aJ. The addition belongs not to peyakwovvns (Beza, 
Bohme, Bleek, Ebrard, Alford),—since otherwise the article 
would be repeated,—but to éka@icev, The plural év inrois 
is explained from the supposition of several heavens, in the 
highest of which the throne of the Divine Majesty was placed. 

Ver. 4. The author has first, vv. 1-3, instituted a parallel 
between the mediators of the Old Testament revelations in 
general or in pleno, and the Mediator of the Christian revela- 
tion. But among the revelations of God under the Old 
Covenant, none attained in point of glory to the Mosaic; 
inasmuch as this was given not only through the medium of 
a man enlightened by the Spirit of God,—ze. by one of the 
mpopytat, mentioned ver. 1,—but, according to the universal 
Jewish belief (vid. ad ii. 2), was given by the instrumentality 
not only of Moses, but also of angels. As, therefore, the author 
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has maintained the superiority of Christ, as the Son of God, 
over the tpodHras, so is he now naturally further led to 
show the superiority of Christ over the angels also. This is 
done in the declaration, ver. 4, which in a grammatical sense 
is closely connected with that which precedes, and serves for 
the completing of the description of Christ’s characteristic 
qualifications ; at the same time, however, logically regarded, 
affords the theme for the following disquisition, which 
constitutes the first section of the epistle (i. 5-11, 18).— 
The supposition of Tholuck, that the addition of ver. 4 “has 
an independent object,” z.c. is occasioned by polemic reference 
to the opinion spread abroad among the Jews, in addition to 
other conceptions with regard to the person of the Messiah, 
that He was an intermediate spirit or angel,’ is entirely 
erroneous. It finds no countenance whatever in the reasoning 
of the author, and is opposed to the whole scope of the epistle, 
that of showing in detail the inferiority of the Old Covenant 
as compared with the New, and of influencing in a cor- 
responding manner the conduct of the readers. — The 
oratorical formula of comparison: tocovT@ ... 60, which 
recurs vil. 20-22, viii. 6, x. 25, is found likewise with Philo, 
but never with Paul.— xpelttwv] better, or more excellent, 
namely, in power, dignity, and exaltedness ; comp. vil. 19, 22, 
viii. 6, ix. 23, x. 34, xi. 16, 35, 40, xii. 24, — yevdpevos] 
marks the having begun to be in time, whereas oy, ver. 3, 
expressed the timeless eternal existence. Kpeittwy tov 
ayyéxoav did Christ become just at that time when, having 
accomplished the work of redemption, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high. The yevouevos thus 
closely attaches itself to the é«d@soev, ver. 3, and is more 
fully explained by the fact that Christ, by virtue of His 
incarnation, and so long as He dwelt on earth, was made 
lower than the angels; comp. ii. 7, 9.— The comparative 
Scahopwtepov, found in the N. T. only here and viii. 6, 


} That the defective view with regard to Christ, which saw in Him only an 
angel, must have called for rectification, has likewise been thought probable by 
Schneckenburger, who sought further to confirm this probability, Comp. the 
‘‘Observations on the Epistle to the Hebrews,” contributed by Riehm from 
Schneckenburger’s remains, in the Theol. Stud. u. Krit. 1861, H. 3, p. 544 ff. 
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serves, since even the positive Svadopoy would have sufficed 
for the indication of the superiority, for the more emphatic 
accentuating of the signification of the word. The opinion of 
Hofmann, that the comparative is chosen because the name 
dyyedos is in itself an dvouya Suddopov, when the author 
contrasts the spirits of God with men living in the flesh, is 
quite remote from the idea of the passage. — apa] after a 
comparative is very common in our epistle; cf. iii. 3, ix. 23, 
xi, 4, xii. 24. Comp. also Luke iii. 13; 3 Esdr. iv. 35; 
Thucyd. i. 23: adtou te éxrelers, al muKvoTepar Tapa Ta 
€x Tod mply xpovov pvnpovevdpeva EvvéBnoav; Herod. 
vi. 103; Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 225. With Paul it 
never occurs. Similar is iwép with the accusative, Heb. 
iv. 12; Luke xvi. 8.— dvoya] must not, with Beza, Calov, 
Wittich, Storr, Valckenaer, Zachariae, Heinrichs, be altered 
into the notion of “dignity.” For this dvoua never signifies 
in itself, and its substitution would in our passage, in relation 
to xpelttwy yevouevos, bring about only a tautology. The 
name of pre-eminence above the angels, which Christ has 
obtained as an inheritance, is the name vidos, Son of God — 
comp. ver. 5 and ver. 1,—while the angels by their name are 
characterized only as messengers and servants of God. 
Contrary to the context, Delitzsch says: the name vids 
suffices not to express the thought in connection with évopa. 
The supra-angelic name, to which the author refers, lies 
beyond the notionally separating and sundering language of 
men. It is the heavenly total-name of the Exalted One, His 
wb DY, nomen explicitum, which in this world has entered 
into no human heart, and can be uttered by no human 
tongue, the dvoya 5 ovdels ofdev ei pu adtos, Rev. xix. 12. 
The following words of Scripture are, he supposes, only 
upward pointing signs, which call forth in us some foreboding 
as to how glorious He is. But this is opposed to the connec- 
tion. For even though it be true, as advanced by Delitzsch 
in support of his view, that in the following O. T. passages 
there occur also, in addition to vids, the wider appellations 
eds and xvpios; yet, on the other hand, not merely ev vig, 
ver. 1, as likewise ver. 5 with its proof-giving ydp, but also 
the antithesis wpds wev tods dyyéouvs and mpos S€ Tov vior, 
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vv. 7, 8, shows that vios is the main conception, to which the 
words of address: 0 Oeds and xvpse, vv. 8, 10, stand in the 
relation of subordination, inasmuch as they are already 
contained in this very idea of Son.— The perfect xexrn- 
poviunxev, however, not the aorist éxdnpovouncer, is 
employed by the author; because Christ did not first obtain 
this name at the time of the xaOifew év SeEva ths peyan., 
ver. 3, but had already as pre-existing Logos obtained it as 
an abiding portion and possession. We have not, in connec- 
tion with cexAnpovounxev, to think “quite in general of the 
O. T. time, in which the future Messiah received in the Word 
of God the name of Son,” as is asserted by Riehm (Lehrbegr. 
des Hebréerbr. p. 2'74), whose statement is endorsed by 
E. Woemer.' For this view is contradicted by the 8’ 0b Kat 
emoinaev Tovs ai@vas, ver. 2, in its relation to év vie, ver. 1, 
according to which Christ already existed as the Son before 
all time. The declarations of ver. 5, which Riehm has urged 
in favour of the construction put by him on our passage, have 
only the object of affording vouchers for a condition of things 
already existing. — The difficulty raised, for the rest, that the 
name of Son is here insisted on as a distinguishing charac- 
teristic of Christ, while, nevertheless, in single passages of the 
OvT, Sobis6; dis lpxxxvili 73 Gen. wi 2-4-7 Ps Ger 
Ixxxix. 7; Dan. iii. 25), angels too are called sons of God, 
is already disposed of by the reflection that this is not the 
characteristic name for the angels as such. There is no need, 
therefore, of the justification of the author made by Bleek, 
that this writer, since he was not at home in the Hebrew 
text of the O. T., but only in the Alexandrine version thereof, 
which latter freely renders the majority of those passages by 
dyyedor Tov Oeod, may easily have overlooked, or perhaps 
have otherwise interpreted, those passages in which the literal 
translation is found in the LXX. (Ps. xxix. 1, lxxxix. 7 [Gen. 
vi, 2, 4 ?)]). 

Vv. 5-14 follow the scriptural proof for ver. 4, and that 
in such form that in the first place, ver. 5, the Svapopetepor 
map avtovs KexAnpovounkev dvoua is confirmed, and then, 
vv. 6-14, the xpeittmy yevopevos TOV ayyédov. 

1 Der Brief St. Pauli an die Hebrier, Ludwigsb. 1876. 
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Ver. 5. Ti yap cimév wore tov ayyéhov] For to which of 
the angels has He ever said, z.ec. to none of the angels has He 
ever said. — The position of the words serves to put a strong 
accentuation at the same time upon tive and upon tov 
ayyéhov.— The subject in efzev is 6 Oeds, as is evident 
alike from the passage itself which is cited, and from our 
context ; inasmuch as both in that which precedes (vv. 1—4) 
6 Oecs was expressly mentioned as the subject of the main 
proposition, and in that which follows (ver. 6) the subject of 
eicayayn Tov TpwToToKoY can only be God. — oré] is particle 
of time, at any time, unquam. Wrongly taken by Ch. F. 
Schmid, Kuinoel, and others as a mere strengthening particle, 
in the sense of the German doch or the Latin tandem. For 
then woré must have been placed immediately after tive. — 
The citation vids... oae¢ is from Ps. ii. 7, in verbal accordance 
with the LXX. In its historic sense the psalm relates to an 
Israelite king (probably Solomon), who, just now solemnly 
anointed in Zion as theocratic king, in the lofty feeling of his 
unity with Jehovah, warns the subjugated nations, who are 
meditating revolt and defection, of the fruitlessness of their 
undertaking. The author, however, sees Christ in the person 
addressed, even as a referring of this psalm to the Messiah 
was quite usual among the Jews of that period, and in the 
N. T. the Messianic interpretation thereof is further met with, 
besides ver. 5, in Acts xiii. 33.— vids pov] my Son, we. in 
the sense of the psalm, the king of my theocracy, my 
representative, the object of my fatherly love and protection 
The author, on the other hand, takes vuéos in the sense 
unfolded, vv. 2, 3.—éy® onpepov yeyévynnd ce] I have this 
day begotten thee, ic. in the historic sense of the original: 
I have, by the anointing accomplished this day, installed 
thee as the theocratic prince. In the sense of the author, 
yeyévvnna denotes the fact of having become the Son. The 
question is now, how he conceived of the o7pepov. It is 
referred either to the moment in which Christ was manifested 
to be the Son of God, zc. to the moment of the Resurrection 
or the Ascension (Hilary, in Psalmum ; Ambrose, de Sacram. 
3. 1; Calvin, Cameron, Grotius, Schlichting, Limborch, Jac. 
Cappellus, Owen, Calmet, Peirce, Storr, Bloomfield, Bisping, 
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Maier; comp. Delitzsch, who would have the words interpreted 
of “the entrance of the Son into the kingly life of supra- 
terrestrial glory in God, of which the resurrection is the 
initial point”), or to the moment of the Incarnation (Chry- 
sostom, Theodoret, Eusebius, in Psalmum, alvi; Piscator, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Hofmann, Schriftbew. I. p. 123 f. of the 2d 
ed.; Woerner), or, finally, to the period before the creation of the 
world, thus to eternity (Origen in Joh., t. i. c. 32; Athanasius, 
de decret. Nicen. Synod. § 13; Basil, contra Hunom. 2. 24; 
Augustine, in Psalmwm [{Arnobius of Gaul, in Psalmum]; 
Primasius, Theophylact, Thomas Aquinas, Cornelius a Lapide, 
Estius, Calov, Wittich, Braun, Carpzov, Bleek [but with 
wavering; more decidedly in the lectures edited by Wind- 
rath *], Stein, Alford, Kurtz, and the majority). That the 
author, as Bleek I, de Wette, and Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebriéerbr, p. 287 f.) deem possible, attached no definite 
notion to the opepoy, as being without significance for his 
demonstration; is an unexegetical supposition. Exclusively 
correct, because alone in harmony with the context, is the 
referring of the o7pepor to eternity; since, according to ver. 2, 
God created the world by Christ as the Son, thus Christ must 
already have existed as Son before the foundation of the world. 
With Philo, too, occurs the same interpretation of o7pepov, as 
signifying eternity. Comp. De Profugis, p. 458 E (with 
Mangey, L p. 554): onpepov S éotlv 6 amépatos Kal ad«ueki- 
THTOS alwv unvav yap Kal éyiavTov Kal avvddws Ypovev 
meplodor Soypata avOporov cicly apiOuov éxTeTipnKoTor, 
To 8 dypevdés dvoua aidvos % orpepov.— Kal mardw] and 
further, serves, as frequently (eg. ii, 13, x. 30; Rom, xv. 
11,12; 1 Cor. iii, 20; Philo, ed. Mangey, I. p. 88, 490, al.), 
for the introduction of a new passage of Scripture. The xal 
maw «.T.d. is not, however, to be taken as an assertory 
declaration, so that merely efzrev would have to be supplied 
(in accordance with which Lachmann punctuates); but the 
question is continued in such wise that the proposition is to 
be completed by xab (rivt elmév rote TOV ayyéXwv) TaLW. 
—This second citation is derived from 2 Sam. vii. 14, in 
verbal accordance with the LXX. Comp. also 1 Chron. xvii. 
? Der Hebriierbr., erklirt von Dr. Fr. Bleek, Elberf. 1868. 
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(xvil.) 13. av7@ and adros refer in the historic sense to 
Solomon. To David, who designs building a temple to 
Jehovah, the divine direction comes by Nathan to desist from 
his purpose. Not David, but his seed, who shall ascend the 
throne after him, is to build a temple to Jehovah; to him 
will Jehovah for ever establish the throne of his kingdom; to 
him will Jehovah be a father, and he shall be to Him a son, 
and, if he transgress, Jehovah will chasten him with the rod 
of men and with the stripes of the children of men. Even 
this latter addition (which, for the rest, is not found in the 
parallel passage, 1 Chron. xvii. (xviii) 13) makes it 
impossible to refer the words to the Messiah, as, moreover, 
the reference to Solomon is rendered certain even from the 
O. T. itself by the following passages: 1 Kings v. 19 (5), 
viii. 17 ff.; 2 Chron. vi. 9, 10; as also 1 Chron. xxii. 
(xxii) 9 ff, xxvili, (xxix.) 2 ffi—elvae eis] Formed after 
the Hebrew . mm, Comp. vii. 10, al. 

Ver. 6. “Orav, with the conjunctive aorist, takes the place 
of the Latin futwrum exactum. See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. 
p. 289. “Orav eicaydyn cannot consequently mean, as was 
still assumed by Bleek L, and recently by Reuss:* “when He 
brings in,” but only: “when He shall have brought in.” To 
take maXuv, however, with the Peshito, Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, 
Jac. Cappellus, Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, Hammond, 
Bengel, Wolf, Carpzov, Cramer, Valckenaer, Schulz, Kuinoel, 
Bleek, Stengel, Ebrard, Bloomfield, Reuss, alzz, as ver. 5, we. 
merely as the formula for linking on a new citation, is for- 
bidden by the position of the words. It must then have been 
written: waduw 6é, dTav eicaydyn... dAéyer. The possibility 
of an inversion of the wad is defended, it is true, by Bleek, 
after the precedent of Carpzov, on the authority of two pas- 
sages in Philo (Legg. Allegor. iii. p. 66; ed. Mangey, p. 93). 
But neither of these presents a case analogous to the one 
before us, nor does an inversion of the wduy at all take place 
in them. For in both wddw has the signification in turn, or 
on the other hand, inasmuch as in the former two classes of 

1 Comp. Reuss, L’épitre aua Hébreux. Essai d’une traduction accompagnée 


dun commentaire (Nouvelle Revue de Théologie, vol. v. 4e, 5e, et 6e livraison, 
Strasb. et Paris 1860, p. 199). 
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persons (6 S& vodv tov ivov arrodeirwov and o de mau 
amodispacKov Oeov), in the latter two classes of S0far or 
opinions (4) pev tov él pepous, Tov yevynTov Kat Ovyrov 
amoNTrovea and 1) dé maduw OGeov arrodoxipafovaa), are com- 
pared together by way of contrast, in such wise that in both 
addw only serves for bringing the dé into stronger relief, and 
in both has occupied its legitimate place. By virtue of its 
position, 7dcv, in our passage, can be construed only with 
eloayaryy, in such wise that a bringing again of the First-born 
into the world, which is an event still belonging to the future, 
is spoken of. In the former member of ver. 6 the reference 
can accordingly be neither to the time of the Incarnation of 
the Son (Chrysostom, Primasius, Calvin, Owen, Calov, Bengel, 
Storr, Kuinoel [Stuart: or beginning of His ministry], Bleek I. 
alit); nor to the time of the Resurrection and Exaltation to 
heaven (Schlichting, Grotius, Hammond, Wittich, Braun, 
Wetstein, Rambach, Peirce, Whitby, and others); nor, as 
Bleek I. supposed, to a moment yet preceding the Incarnation 
of Christ, in which the Father had, by a solemn act as it were, 
conducted forth and presented the Son to the beings created 
by Him, as the First-born, as their Creator and Ruler, who 
was to uphold and euide all things,\—which in any case 
would be an entirely singular thought in the N. T.,—but 
simply and alone to the coming again of Christ to judgment, 
and the accomplishment of the Messianic kingdom. So, 
rightly, Gregory Nyssen, contra EHunom. Orat. iii. p. 541; 
Cornelius a Lapide, Cameron [Mede: for the inauguration of 
His millennial kingdom], Gerhard, Calmet, Camerarius, Estius, 
Gomar, Bohme, de Wette, Tholuck, Bisping, Hofmann 
(Schrifibew. I. p. 172, 2d ed.), Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebraerbr. p. 306, 617), Alford, Conybeare, Maier, Moll, 
Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, Woerner. The objection brought by 
Bleek and Ebrard against this interpretation of the former 
member, required as it is by the exigencies of the grammar, 


‘In like manner Reuss, lc. p. 201: ‘‘Il est plus naturel de songer au 
moment, ott le monde nouvellement créé était sommé de reconnaitre le Fils 
comme créateur. A ce moment, les anges seuls étaient les étres formant pour 
ainsi dire ’Eglise du Verbe (comme xii, 22), et qui pouvaient recevoir l’ordre de 
Dieu @adorer le Fils.” 
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viz. that the discourse could not turn on the bringing again of 
the First-born into the world, unless an earlier bringing in of 
the same into the world, or at least a former being of the Son 
év Th oixousevn had been explicitly spoken of, is invalidated 
by vy. 1, 3, where certainly the discourse was already of the 
historic appearing of the Son on earth, and thus of a first 
bringing in of the same into the world. The additional 
objection of Bleek, however, that the author would hardly 
have limited the scope of a divine summons to the angels to 
do homage to the First-born to a time even in his day future, 
is set aside by the consideration that, according to ii. 9, Christ 
was during His earthly life humbled to a condition beneath 
the angels, and only the Parousia itself is the epoch at which 
His majesty will be unfolded in full glory. — tov tpwtoroxoy] 
in the N. T. only here without more precisely defining addi- 
tion ; comp. however, Ps. lxxxix. 28 (27). That the expres- 
sion must not be regarded as equivalent to povoyerrs, as is 
done by Primasius, Oecumenius (7d 6 mpwrotoxov ovx él 
Sevtépou Aéyer GAN’ Eri Evos Kal povov Tod yevynOévTos ex TOD 
matpos), Clarius, and even now by Stengel, is self-evident. 
But neither is it identical with the mpwroroxos mdeons 
Kticews, Col. i. 15, in such wise that the temporal priority 
of Christ, as the eternal Logos, over all creatures, and 
the notion of His precedence over all creatures, necessarily 
resulting therefrom, should be contained in the word (Bleek, 
Grimm in the Theol. Literaturbl. to the Darmstadt A. K.-Z., 
No. 29, p. 662; Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 292 f.; 
Kurtz, Ewald, and others). For this interpretation is excluded 
by the absoluteness of the expression in our passage. Rather 
is Christ called the First-born with respect to Christians, who 
are His brethren (ii. 11 f.), and therefore likewise viot of God 
(ii. 10). Comp. also Rom. vii. 29.— As, for the rest, the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews terms Christ the First- 
born Son of God ; so does Philo also term the Logos the First- 
born Son. Comp. de Agricultura, p. 195 B (ed. Mangey, I. 
p. 308): tov dpOov abrod Noyov, mpwToyovor viov. De Confus. 
Ling. p. 329 (ed. Mang. I. p. 415): robdroy fev yap mpeo- 
Bobrarov viov 6 TeV dvTwY avéTEiNe TaTHp, ov érépwbe 
mMpwToyovoyv avouacer, al, — 7 oixovpéevn] the world, not in the 
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widest sense (equivalent to of aidves, Bleek; or to 7 oixoupévyn 
%) péAXovea, Bohme) ; but, since the former member has refer- 
ence to the Parousia, the habitable earth. — réyer] sc. 0 Beds, 
not 7 ypady (Grotius, Clericus, Béhme, and others). The 
present is chosen, because the utterance of God, which shall 
infallibly be made in the future, stands already noted down in 
the Scripture. — The citation is not derived from Ps. xevii. 7, 
but from Deut. xxxii. 43. For, in the former passage, the 
LXX. have a reading divergent from that of our text, in the 
words: kal mpooxuvncate atte mavtes [ot] ayyedour avrod, 
whereas in the Codex Vaticanus of Deut. xxxii. 43, the words 
occur as in our text; while the «at, taken up by the author 
into his citation, manifestly points—seeing that it is without 
any importance for his reasoning—to the verbatim reproduc- 
tion of an O. T. utterance. Now, it is true our author follows 
in other cases a form of the Sept. text which bears affinity 
less to that contained in the Codex Vaticanus than to that in 
the Codex Alexandrinus, and the latter displays the variation 
from the Cod. Vat. Deut. xxxii. 48, in so far as viol Oeod is 
found therein in place of dyyeAos Oeod. But the Song of 
Moses, of which Deut. xxxii. 43 forms the conclusion, is com- 
municated anew,in many Mss. of the LXX., and so also in the 
Codex Alexandrinus, in a second recension, having its place 
after the Psalms; and in this second recension the Codex 
Alexandrinus, too, reads ayyeXou Oeod, only the article o¢ has 
been interpolated between wavres and ayyedot. It is probable, 
therefore, that the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews did 
not take the citation direct from Deut. xxxii. 43, but medi- 
ately, zc. from that second recension of the hymn. — It 
remains to be said that the words of the citation are wanting 
in the Hebrew ; they are found only in the LXX. — zpoc- 
kuvety| with the dative only in the case of later classic 
authors, whereas the earlier combine the accusative with 
this verb. Comp. Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 463; Bernhardy, 
Syntax, p. 113, 266. The N. T. has both constructions, 
as besides them the Hebraizing turns mpockuveiy évetriop, 
or €umpoobév Twos, or Tov Today Tos. See the Lexicons. 
—av7@] That this pronoun of the third person was to. 
be referred to the Messiah naturally suggested itself, inas- 
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much as Jehovah is the subject speaking immediately before 
in the Song. 

Vv. 7-12. Contrastful comparison of a declaration of 
Scripture characterizing the angels, and two declarations 
characterizing the Son. 

Ver. 7. IIpos] with regard to, as Luke xx. 19; Acts xii. 21; 
Rom. x. 21, and frequently. Comp. Matthiae, p. 1181; 
Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 378.—pév] corresponds to the 
oé of ver. 8, thus places ver. 7 in express opposition to ver. 8. 
— réyes] namely, God, in the Scripture. — The citation is from 
Ps. civ. 4, according to the LXX. (Cod. Alex., whereas Cod. 
Vatican. has wip PAéyor instead of wupds Prova). The psalm 
praises Jehovah as the Creator and Sustainer of all nature. 
In the Hebrew the words cited read: Nv) Ninn yoxby nb’y 
pnd wx, and, having respect to their connection with what 
precedes and that which follows, no doubt can obtain on the 
point that they are to be rendered,—what is objected thereto 
by Hofmann (Schriftbew. I. p. 325 f, 2 Aufl.), Delitzsch, and 
Alford is untenable-—“ God makes winds His messengers, and 
flames of fire (lightnings) His servants,’ in such wise that the 
thought is expressed: as the whole of nature, so are also 
winds and lightnings servants of God the Lord.* Otherwise 
have the LXX. apprehended the sense of the words, as is 
shown by the addition of the article before dyyédous and 
AetToupyovs, and they are followed by our author. [So the 
Targum also.] They have taken tovs dyyéXovs avtod and 
Tovs AeLToupyovs avToD as the objects, rvevpara and updos 
groya, on the other hand, as the predicates to mod, thus 
have found the meaning of the words: “ He makes His angels 
winds, and His servants a flame of fire”’ If we now observe 
the scope of the thought of those declarations of Scripture con- 
cerning the Son which follow, vv. 8-12, placed as they are 
in antithetical relation to the one before us, it is evident that 
the author must have discovered the inferiority of the angels 
compared with the Son, as attested in Scripture, in a twofold 
respect—(1) that the angels are servants, whereas the Son 
is ruler; (2) that the angels are mutable and perishable, 


1Comp., as to the thought, Xenophon, Memorabilia, iv. 3. 14, where quite 
similarly lightning and winds (xepauv?s and avemoi) are called danpiras rav bea, 
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whereas the Son abides the same for ever. — The conception 
of such a subjection on the part of the angels, that they must 
submit even to be changed into elements, is, moreover, not 
uncommon among the Rabbins. Comp. eg. Shemoth rabba, 
sec. 25, fol. 123. 3: “aliquando ipsos (angelos) facit ventos, 
q. d. qui facis angelos tuos ventos, aliquando ignem, q. d. 
ministros tuos flammam ignis.” Jalkut Simeon, part II. | 
fol. 11. 3: “Angelus dixit ad Manoah: nescio ad cujus 
imaginem ego factus sim; nam Deus singulis horis nos 
immutat ; cur ergo nomen meum interrogas? Nonnunquam 
facit nosi ignem, alias ventum, interdum viros, alias denique 
angelos.” See in general, Schdttgen and Wetstein ad loc. 
—amvevpata] not: spirits (Luther, Erasmus, Paraphrase ; 
Clarius, Piscator, Owen, Seb. Schmidt, Brochmann, Bengel, 
Bohme), but: winds. — Aevtouvpyovs] only another name for 
ayyénous. 

Vv. 8, 9 derived from Ps. xlv. 7, 8 (6, 7). The psalm is 
an epithalamiwm, a wedding-song. But even by Rabbins like 
Aben Esra, Kimchi, and others, it is Messianically interpreted. 
— Ver. 8. The nominative o @eos is taken by our author in 
the sense of the vocative (comp. eg. Col. ui. 18 ff; Luke 
viii. 54; Winer, Gramm.,’7 Aufl. p.172 ; Kiihner, IT. p. 155), 
thus as an apostrophe to the Messiah. In the Hebrew 
words: 7} Doi DION NDS, py is not vocative, but to be 
translated either after the analogy of Lev. xxvi. 42 (Man 
aipyy ‘nmans, I will remember my Jacob’s-covenant, 7.e. the 
covenant made by me with Jacob), with Bleek, de Wette, and 
Kurtz: “thy throne of God,” ae. “thy divine throne;” or, with 
Ewald (ad loc. and Gramm. § 547): “thy throne is (throne) 
of God or divine” The Greek 6 @e0s, too, it has been 
thought by Grimm (Theol. Literaturbl. to the Darmstadt 
Allg. Kirch.-Zeit. 1857, No. 29, p. 662) and Ewald (das 
Sendschr. an d. Hebr. p. 55), ought not to be explained in the 


1 Against the peculiar opinion of Hofmann (Schriftbew. I. p. 168 f., 2 Aufi.), 
that, vv. 8, 9, it is not Christ who is addressed ; that, on the contrary, the 
author of the epistle leaves it to the reader ‘‘to take the words: 6 épives cou 6 
é:0s, as an address to Jehovah, or with a right understanding of the connection 
ods JNDD as an address to the king, the anointed of Jehovah,” see Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 286, Remark. 
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sense of a vocative. According to Grimm, the words are to 
be taken in the acceptation: “Thy throne, 7. the foundation 
of Thy throne, is God;” according to Ewald, they say that 
“the throne of the Messiah for everlasting ages is God Him- 
self, so that where He reigns, there God Himself is virtually 
ever present.” But the argument urged by Grimm in favour 
of this construction—that, since Philo, as frequently also the 
Christian Alexandrians, makes a sharp distinction between o 
Geos (with the article) as a designation of God, and @eds 
(without an article) as designation of the Logos, it is hardly to 
be regarded as probable that a man of Alexandrian culture, 
like our author, would have called Christ as to His divine 
nature 6 6eds—would have had weight only if that designa- 
tion, in place of being met with in a citation, had occurred in 
our author's own discourse. — els tov aldva tod aidvos] se. 
éotiv. So LXX., Cod. Alex.; Cod. Vatican.: els alava 
aiavos. The same (merely Hellenistic) formula, strengthening 
the simple efs tov aidva (v. 6, and often), also Tob. vi. 18 ; 
Ps. lxxxiii. 18, al. In independent discourse the author uses 
in place thereof ets To dunvexés. Comp. vii. 3, x. 1, xii, 14.— 
pasos ebOurntos] a sceptre of uprightness, i.e. of righteousness. 
ev Ours, in the N. T. only here; but comp. LXX. Ps. ix. 9, 
Ixvii. 5, xcvi. 10, xeviii. 9. Comp. also Aeschylus, Persae, 
ver. 726f. (according to the division in Hartung’s edition, 
Leipzig 1853): 
&y dvop’ ardons ’Acidos pnroTpodou 
tayelv, éxyovta oKATTpoV EevOvYTHpLoy, 

Ver. 9. “Hydmncas Sicacoctvny «.7.r.] Thou  lovedst 
righteousness and hatedst wrong. In the Hebrew the cor- 
responding verbs have a present signification: thou lovest 
justice and hatest wrong. Our author, however, refers the 
aorists of the LXX. to the historic life of the Son of God 
upon earth. — dvd rodro] therefore, ic. as a reward for the 
ayarrav Sixawootvnv Kat puceiv avouiav. Comp. 60, Phil. 
ii. 9.  Erroneously Augustine (7a Ps.), Thomas Aquinas, 
Gerhard, Dorscheus, Brochmann, Schottgen, and others: for 
this cause, that thou mightest love righteousness, etc. — 
éypicév ae, 0 Oeds, 6 Oeds cou édatoy K.7.r.] O God, Thy God 
hath Thee anointed with oil of gladness above Thy companions. 
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Here, too, the author takes 6 eds as an apostrophe,’ whereas 
in the Hebrew DDN is the subject to 7NWP, and is taken up 
again into the discourse, and more nearly defined by TOON, 
The anointing with the oil of joy in the psalm is a figurative 
designation of the blessing and abundance given by God. 
Our author, however, understands it of the anointing to be 
king, as a figure of the divine glory with which the Son, 
after His life upon earth and His exaltation to heaven, has 
been crowned. Comp. also Acts iv. 27, ii. 36. The sense of 
the author is departed from when the Fathers and earlier 
expositors interpret the expression of the anointing of the 
Son with the Holy Ghost.— On the double accusative com- 
bined with éypucev (Rev. iii. 18), see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. 
p. 212. As an analogon, comp. also Aristophanes, Acharn. 
114: ba py ce Bao Baupa Yapdwvaxov.— Ilapa tovs 
uetoxous cou] refers in the original to the contemporary kings, 
the rulers of other lands. But what our author understood 
by it in the application is obscure. Kuinoel, Ebrard, 
Delitzsch, and Moll suppose the author, like the Psalmist, 
to intend the other kings; Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 306), all earthly and heavenly princes; Wittich, Braun, 
Cramer, the kings, high priests, and prophets of the O. T., 
inasmuch as they were anointed as types of Christ; Klee, all 
the creatures; Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Bengel, 
and Bisping, men in general; Theodoret, Calvin, Beza, 
Cameron, Piscator, Schlichting, Maier, Kurtz, the Christians 
specially [Owen hesitates between all believers and prophets 
and apostles}; Bleek, Olshausen, Alford, and Ewald finally, 
after the precedent of Peirce and others, the angels, “as beings 
which do not indeed appear as sitting at the right hand of 
God, but yet as existing in immediate proximity to the 
divine throne.” The last supposition is the most probable. 
It is true de Wette regards it as the least conceivable, because 
the author has “placed the angels in no other position than 
deeply below Christ,’ and Ebrard even thinks the author 


' On account of ver. 8 this construction is more natural than the supposition 
of Grimm, fc. p. 602; Alford, and Ewald (to which Delitzsch also leaves the 
choice open), that we have to explain in accordance with the Hebrew: ‘‘ God, 
even Thy God.” 
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must have been “beside himself” if he had referred the 
words to the angels. But (1) it is a question throughout the 
whole section of a comparison of Christ with the angels; the 
renewed indication of this point of comparison also in ver. 9 
cannot therefore in itself be found unsuitable. (2) If shortly 
before (ver. 7) the angels are placed deeply below Christ, so 
it will be admitted their inferiority is likewise expressly 
intimated by means of wapa in our passage. (3) The angels 
were, in the conception of the author, the next in rank after 
Christ ; for they are exalted above men. To whom, therefore, 
could the author more fittingly apply the designation péroyou 
than precisely to them? The objection of Delitzsch, finally, 
that after all angels are not anointed ones, would be of 
weight only if the author were obliged of necessity to think 
of the pétoyou too as anointed; he finds, on the contrary, in 
the anointing only of the Son, a fact expressed, from which 
the exaltedness of the same above His companions, z.c. of those 
who of all others stand nearest to Him in dignity, is neces- 
sarily deduced. For mapa is used here not in the sense of 
the quantity arising from the notion of comparison, but 
denotes the part accruing to one to the exclusion of others. 
Vy. 10-12. A second citation — co-ordinate with the 
Scripture testimony adduced, vv. 8, 9 —derived from Ps. 
cii. 26—28 (25-27) according to the LXX. The psalm is a 
lamentation, belonging probably to the first century after the 
Captivity. The words of address refer in the original to God. 
The author, however, mainly indeed misled* by the «vpie in 
the LXX., which was the ordinary appellation of Christ in 


1 According to Delitzsch, indeed, it would be ‘‘a poor look-out” if that were 
“true.” But when, following in Hofmann’s steps, he objects against it that 
“¢we may already see from viii. 8 ff., xii. 6 ff., that the author is far from every- 
where understanding Christ to be intended by the O. T. dps,” these passages 
naturally prove nothing, since the usual practice is never the constant and 
invariable practice. When Delitzsch further adds: ‘‘such perversity originating 
in ignorance is not to be laid to the charge of an author who shows so deep an 
insight into the innermost core of the O. T.,” that is a prejudiced verdict, 
arising from subjectivity and dogmatic partiality, to the establishing of which 
it would have been necessary first of all to bring forward the proof that the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews in reality possessed an accurate knowledge 
not only of the Greek text of the LXX., but also of the original text of the 
O. T.,—a proof which even Delitzsch has not been able to afford. 
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apostolic time, takes the utterance as an address to Christ, 
the Son of God. ‘This interpretation must the more have 
appeared to him unquestionable, inasmuch as the scope of the 
utterance fully harmonized with his own conception of the 
Son of God as the premundane Logos. Comp. vv. 2, 3. 
When, for the rest, Hofmann (Schrifibew. I. p. 169 f, 2 Aufl.) 
supposes that the author found no address whatever to Christ 
designed in the xvpie of the psalm, but only meant to say in 
the words of Scripture what was true of Jesus according to 
his own belief and that presupposed in the readers, this is a 
freak of fancy without anything to justify it, and even opposed. 
to the context (comp. pds 8€ Tov viov, ver. 8). For the author 
can have been concerned only about this very object of proving 
the higher attestation given to his assertion by the Scriptures. 
— Kai] not a constituent part of the citation, but a brief 
formula of connecting, when a further passage of Scripture is 
linked to that which precedes, comp. Acts i. 20.—ovd Kar’ 
apxas, Kupte, THY yhv éOewediwoas] LXX. Cod. Alex.: «at’ 
apxas av, Kvple, THY yhv éOeuedlwoas; Cod. Vatic.: Kar’ 
apyas tiv yhv od, Kipte, EOeuediwoas. It is probable the 
author changed the position of the words in order to make ov 
the more emphatic.— Kat’ dpyas] in the beginning. With 
the LXX. elsewhere only Ps. cxix. 152, instead of the more 
usual év dpyy or am’ apyis, but frequently met with in Philo 
and the classics (see Raphel, Wetstein, and Munthe ad loc.). 
In the Hebrew stands the more general DE, “formerly,” or 
“ of old.” 

Ver. 11. Avro‘] refers back not to earth and heaven, 
ver. 10, taken together (Kuinoel, Stuart, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, 
Kurtz), but, as is evident from the following mdvres, and 
in particular from éA/fes, ver. 12, only to of odpavol. — 
atronobvtat] shall perish. Comp. Isa. xxxiv. 4, li. 6, Ixv. 17; 
2 Pet. iii, 13; Rev. xx. 11, xxi. 1.— avd 6€ Scapévers] but 
Thow abidest for evermore (throughout all duration of time, 
dia). On account of the environment of futures, and because 
the future is used here in the Hebrew, Bleek, after the 
example of Luther, Cornelius a Lapide, Peirce, Bengel, 
Wetstein, alii, accentuates: Svapevets. So also the Vulgate 
(permanebis), Hardly in the sense of the author. For, 
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since he employed only the LXX., not the Hebrew original, 
he surely took od 5€ diay. as a parallel member to od 8 6 
avros el, ver. 12, consequently also construed the former as a 
present.— @s (waTioy TarawOjcovrat] will grow old like a 
garment, which by long use is worn out and laid aside, to be 
replaced by a new and better one. Comp. Isa. 1. 9, li. 6; 
Ecclus. xiv. 17. 

Ver. 12. Kat a@oel mepiBorauv éri€es adtods Kal 
Grayjoovtat] and as a cloak (something flung about one) 
wilt Thow roll them up, and they shall become changed. In 
the original: As the vesture dost Thou change them, and 
they are changed. ‘This sense of the original is rendered by 
the LXX. according to the reading of the Cod. Vat.: kat 
@oel meptBoratov add\gakes avto’s Kal ddAXaynoovTaAL; 
whereas the Cod. Alex. presents éA/Zes; and this is also 
most probably the reading followed by the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews in our passage. — ove éxdehfoucw] 
will know no end. 

Ver. 13. Further citation from Ps. cx. 1, according to the 
LXX. The psalm was looked upon universally in the time 
of Christ (comp. Matt. xxii. 44 ff.; Mark xii 35 ff.; Luke 
xx. 41 ff), and also in later times by many Rabbins (see 
Wetstein on Matt. xxii, 44), as a prophecy relating to the 
Messiah ; inasmuch as on the ground of the superscription 
a9 David himself was regarded as the author of it, and in 
connection with this view the reference to the Messiah was 
easily proved on the ground of the words at the beginning: 
“to my Lord speaketh Jehovah,” according to which David 
acknowledges, in addition to his God, also a Lord over him. 
The superscription "79, nevertheless, indicates not the writer, 
but the subject of the psalm. It is in its historic sense an 
oracle pronounced to David, when the latter was preparing 
for war against his powerful foes. See Ewald on the Psalm. 
— pos tiva é] dé in the third place, as often occurs after 
prepositional combinations. Comp. Klotz, ad Devar. p. 378 f.; 
Hartung, Partihellehre, I. p. 190 f.; Ellendt, Leaic. Soph. I 
p. 397; Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 519.—The sitting at 
the right hand, figure of the highest honour and dominion, see 
on ver. 3.— dromoduov Tav Todav cov] the footstool of Thy 
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fect. There lies in the expression an allusion to the custom 
of the victor of placing his foot upon the neck of the 
vanquished, in token of the complete subjection of the latter ; 
comp. Josh. x. 24. — troméécor] first used in the Greek of a 
later age. Comp. Sturz, de dial. Alex. et Maced. p.. 199. 

Ver. 14. Confirmation of the pos tiva d& tay adyyédov 
elpnxév morte, showing the inconceivableness of such a thing 
by a reference to the nature of the angels, and with this the 
termination of the present train of thought. — The emphasis 
rests upon wdyvtes and AevTovpysKd: are not all (alike, 
whether they belong to a lower or higher class of angels) 
ministering spirits [spirits in waiting]? mvevpara here in a 
different sense from ver. 7.— eis Ssaxoviar] for service, sc. which 
they render to God, not to the men who shall inherit the 
cornpia ; otherwise, in place of dua tods wédXovTas, the dative 
Tols “éNAovee KANpovomety coTnplayv (1 Cor. xvi. 15) or the 
genitive Tay weddAovTwv x.7.d. would have been placed. — The 
participle present dmooteXAopeva brings out the permanent, 
habitual character of the action expressed by the verb. — dua 

tous «.7.d.] for the sake of those who shall inherit (everlasting) 
salvation (this is intended by cwrnptap, although without the 
article, see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 114; not: deliverance 
Jrom peril, as Michaelis, Schleusner, Bohme, Kuinoel assume), 
ze. in order, by means of the offices in which they are employed 
by God, to bring it in for the same. 
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Ver. 1. Instead of the Recepta: qwas apooexery (K L, Theo- 
doret), Lachm. Tisch. and Alford read: rpocéyesv quads. In 
favour of the latter decides the preponderating authority of 
ABD Es, Vulg, Athan. Aug. aliz.— Ver. 4. aired] D* E*: rot 
deov. Explanatory gloss. — Ver. 6. T/ éorw] Lachm. (but only 
in the ed, stereot.) Bleek, and Kurtz: rig éorsv. Only insuffi- 
ciently attested by C* Clar. Sangerm. Tol. Copt. Damascenus, 
although also A contains r/s in Ps. viii. By reason of the 
preceding ris, s/ might easily pass over into rs. — Ver. 7. After 
zorepdvucus avrov there is added by Elz., with A C D* E* Mx, 
many cursives and translations, Theodoret, Sedulius: x «? zaréo- 
rnoas aurby emi ra tpya Trav xerpav cov. Against B D*** 
E** K L, more than 65 min., Syr. (codices and some edd.) Slav. 
ms. Chrys. Damasc. alw. The addition already regarded as 
spurious by Mill (Prolegg. 1376, 1421). Bracketed by Lachm. 
and Bloomf. Rightly deleted by Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, 
Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. Alford, Reiche, and others. Comple- 
mentary gloss from the LXX. Comp. the exposition of ver. 7. 
— Ver. 8. & yap ri] SoA C KL, al. Lachm. and Tisch. 
1, 7, and 8, after BD E MR, 23: 2v +@ yép.— Ver. 9. 
Besides ya&pirs d200 (so also in the Cod. Sinait., as well as 
ABCDE KL, a), Origen —in Joann. i. 1, Opp. iv. 41; an 
Joann. xi. 49, Opp. iv. 393; im Joann. extr. Opp. iv. 450,— 
Theodor. Mopsuest. (in NV. 7. commentariorum quae reperirt 
potuerunt, ed. Fritzsche, Turic. 1847, p. 163 f.), and Jerome, on 
Gal. iii. 10, know of a reading ywp/¢ de00, to which the two 
former give the preference. Theodoret ad loc. and ad Eph. i.10, 
takes notice only of the reading ywp/s decd. In like manner do, 
also, Anastas. abbas Palaestin., in the 8th century, in his work, 
Contra Judaeos (Latin ed. Canis.), in ant. lect. ii. ; Ambrose, de 
fid. ad Gratian. ii. 8. 63, 65, v. 8. 106; Fulgentius, ad Thrasi- 
mund. iii. 20; and Vigilius Thapsens. Contra Hutych. ii. 3, cite 
in accordance with the same; it has also passed over into single 
Mss. of the Peshito (sometimes in combination with the ordinary 
reading ; so also in Syr. Cod. Heidelbergens. : “ipse enim excepto 
Deo per beneficentiam suam pro quovis homine gustavit mor- 
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tem,” according to Tremellius in Tisch. edd. 7 and 8); comp. 
La Croze, Histoire du Christianisme des Indes, iii. 3. 64; Bode, 
Pseudo-crit. Millio-Bengel, t. ii. p. 339. So, too, it is found in 
Arab. Petropolitana of the 8th century (in Tisch. edd. 7 and 8): 
“quare xwpi¢ decd, qui eum sibi fecerat templum, gustavit 
mortem imp révray sav avdpérwy.” Above all, this reading was 
championed by the Nestorians (see Oecumen. and Theophyl. 
ad loc.). Among later expositors it has found defenders in 
Camerarius, P. Colomesius (Observatt. sacr. p. 603), Bengel, Ch. 
F. Schmid, Paulus, and Ebrard. But neither in our codd. nor 
in the versions (with the exceptions above named) does ywpis 
éeo5 find any countenance; it is met with only in the Cod. M 
(of Tisch. ; with Wetst. and Griesb.: Cod. 53) of the 9th or 10th 
century, and in the Cod. 67 of the 11th or 12th century—in the 
latter only on the margin. On internal grounds, too, ié is to be 
rejected (see the exposition, and Reiche in the Commentarius 
Criticus, p. 14 ff.). Probably arose from the placing of xwpis 
beo3, occasioned by 1 Cor. xv. 27, as a gloss to the words of 
ver. 8: ovdiv doyxev air® cvuréraxrov; and this gloss being erron- 
eously regarded by a later transcriber as a correction of yépirs 
deod, ver. 9, was taken up in place thereof into the text. — 
Ver. 14. Elz. Matthaei, Scholz: capzxis xai aiwaros. But 
ABCD E Mz, 37, al., many versions and Fathers, have aiwa- 
roc xai oaupxés. Already approved by Bengel and Griesb. 
Rightly adopted by Lachm. Tisch. and Alford. The Recepta is 
a later transposition, since the order capt xa! aiu« is elsewhere 
the more usual one. — réy adréy] D* E* It. Eus. Theodoret 
(semel), Jerome: réiv airéiv radgudéruv. (Erroneous) explanatory 
gloss. — di& rod bavérov] D* E* It.: die rod daverov ddvarov, An 
addition incompatible with that which follows. Proceeded 
from an erroneous twofold writing of éavarov. 


Vv. 1-4, The author, in availing himself of the communi- 
cative form of speech, deduces from the superiority of the Son 
over the angels, set forth in chap. i., as likewise from the fact 
that even the Mosaic law, given through the instrumentality 
of angels, could not be transgressed with impunity, the im- 
perative obligation for the readers to hold fast to the salvation 
revealed by Christ, securely handed down, and confirmed by 
God with miracles. Thus there already comes out here the 
paraenetic main tendency of the epistle: to animate the 
Hebrews, urgently exposed as they were to the peril of 
apostasy, to perseverance in the Christian faith, as this aim is 
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also manifested elsewhere in repeated admonitions (e.g. iii, 
6, 14, iv. 14, vi. 11, x. 23); although the author has the 
intention of speaking further concerning the relation of Christ 
to the angels (comp. ver. 5 ff.). 

Ver. 1. Ava rodro] therefore, sc. because Christ, the mediator 
of the New Covenant, is as the Son of God so highly exalted 
above the angels, the intermediate agents in the giving of the 
Old Covenant. — Se7] indication of the inner necessity resulting 
of itself from the described conditions. — aepsacortépws] so 
much the more, sc. than would be the case if He who proclaimed 
the axovoOévta were one of lower rank. We have not, how- 
ever, to connect wepsocotépws with Sez (Grotius, Bengel, 
Dindorf, Bohme, Kuinoel), but with rpocéyetv as the main 
idea. — mpocéyew tiv mp.] to give heed or attention to any- 
thing, sc. in order to hold fast to it. — trois axovabetow] to 
that which has been heard. The salvation preached by the 
Lord and His immediate disciples is intended, of which the 
readers had heard. Comp. ver. 3. — pajrote trapappuaper] lest 
haply we should be carried past it (comp. LXX. Prov. ii. 21: 
vie wn Tapappuns, Thpnoov Sé éunv Bovanv Kal &vvo.av), 1.0. 
lest we lose it, fail of obtaining the salvation promised to us 
by the word we have heard; comp. ver. 3. The interpretation 
of Erasmus, Clarius, Beza, Cameron, Stuart, al.: lest we forget 
it, or let it escape attention, is unmeaning and almost tauto- 
logical. apappyvdpev (or trapapy@pev, as Lachmann and 
Tischendorf 2 and 7 write it, after A B* D* Ls’), moreover, 
is not, as Wittich, Dindorf, and others suppose, conjunctive 
present active of mapappvew,—for the forms mapappvew, 
Trapappvw, Tapappynue are mere figments of the grammarians,’ 
in order to derive certain tenses therefrom,—but sec. aorist 
conjunct. passive from 7rapappéw. 

Vv. 2-4. Establishing of the Se? mepuscorépws mpooéxew 
Has Tols dxovabeicwy, ver. 1, by a warning reference to the great 
responsibility and culpability in the case of its neglect, and 
this in a conclusion a minore ad majus. Not justifiably does 
de Wette take vv. 2-4 as a “proving of the danger of the 
mapapp.” For not the possibility of foregoing salvation, but 

1 Without warrant Delitzsch denies this. He has not been able to adduce an 
instance in favour of the opposite opinion. 
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the culpability of losing it through neglect, forms the central 
thought in vv. 2—4. 

Ver. 2. ‘O 8 dyyéXov AaANOels NOyos] the word proclaimed 
by angels (not: by human messengers, i.e. prophets; so Daniel 
Heinsius and G. Olearius, against the connection with chap. 1, 
and contrary to Biblical usage), ze. the Mosaic law. Of an 
activity of the angels in connection with the act of legislation 
on Sinai nothing indeed is mentioned in Ex. xix.; it was, 
however, a traditional view very widely spread among the 
Jews. See Schoettgen and Wetstein on Gal. iii.19. The 
earliest traces thereof appear Deut. xxxiii. 2, LXX., and Ps. 
Ixviii, 18 (17). It is clearly enunciated Acts vii. 53; Gal. 
iti. 19; Josephus, Antig. xv. 5. 3.—To understand other 
divine revelations given through the intervention of angels, 
like Gen. xix. 26, to the exclusion of the Mosaic law (Dor- 
scheus, Calov, Schoettgen, Carpzov, Semler, a/.), or with the 
inclusion of the same (Baumgarten, Ewald, M‘Caul: “To my 
mind, the transition to the law exclusively is in the present 
instance somewhat abrupt. Does it not rather also refer to 
the ministrations of angels vouchsafed from time to time 
during the whole of the earlier dispensation, and to which allu- 
sion is made in the concluding verse of the first chapter ?”), 
as intended by the 6 &¢ ayyéNwv AadnOels Aoyos, is forbidden 
—apart from the connection in its main points, and the whole 
tendency of the epistle—by the expression 6 Aédyos in the 
singular. — The preterites éyévero and é\aBev characterize 
the period of the Mosaic law as a past one, the condition of 
life prevailing in the same as one now obsolete and historically 
surmounted. — BéBasos] firm, ie. inviolable and obligatory, 
as is evident from the explanatory clause kal raca ... pioOar-. 
immediately following. — t+apdBacts the objective transeres- 
sion, tapakon the subjective listless hearing or inattention, 
Uebertretung and Ueberhérung. Not inaptly Bohme, in pre- 
serving the paronomasia, “non commissa solum, sed omissa 
etiam.” — évdixos] just, in the N. T. only here and Rom. iii. 8. 
pucOaToSocia] selected, sonorous word, a favourite one with 
our author in the sense of the simple pscAos, but not occurring 
elsewhere in the N. T. The term is a vox media, signifies 
thus recompense. It is here employed in the unfavourable 
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sense (= punishment), x. 35, xi. 26, in the favourable sense 
(= reward). 

Ver. 3. The apodosis follows in the form of a question, 
which for the rest extends only to cwrnpias, not to the close 
of ver. 4.— més] how is it possible that. — seis] has the 
emphasis. The Christians in general are meant, in opposi- 
tion to the men once belonging to the O. T. theocracy, of 
whom the writer has spoken at least by implication in 
ver. 2. — éxpevEoueGa] stands absolutely, as xii. 25; 1 Thess. 
vy. 3.  Needlessly do Heinrichs, Stengel, Ebrard, Bisping, 
Maier, and many others supplement from ver. 2: tv évdccov 
pc Carrodociav. — auedjoavtes] Instancing of the case or 
condition, after the arising of which an escape or deliverance 
from punishment becomes an impossibility: im case that, or 
uf, we shall have neglected (slighted). The participle aorist is 
properly used, since the culpability must first have been 
incurred before a punishment can ensue. — tnduKavTns cwTN- 
plas] such a salvation, ie. one so great, so far surpassing 
in exaltedness that of the O. T. Theodorus Mopsuestenus: 
Exeivo vopwipav Socrs Hv pmovov, évtadOa bé Kal yapus TvEevpaTos 
Kal Wows duaptnudatov Kal Bacirelas ovpavav érrayyenla Kat 
abavacias trocxecis’ SOev Kal Stkaiws THALKADTHS Elev. — 
TnrtKavTns does not in itself contain a reference to #Tus 
(Tholuck and others; the former will then have #rus taken 
in the sense of dare), but stands there independently of any 
correlative ; it is then, however, after the moe has closed 
with carnpias, enforced by the clause with #rus (quippe quae). 
008 apxny AaBodca AareicOar Sid Tod Kupiov, bro Ta 
axovoavtov eis Huds EBeBawmOn] which indeed, at first pro- 
claimed by the Lord, was handed down with certainty to us by 
them that heard it. Wrongly does Ebrard translate: “which 
was confirmed to us by the hearers, as one proclaimed by the 
Lord from the very first,” in supposing that apyiv AaBotca 
depends upon éGeBaOy as an “apposition of object.” For 
how can apynv AaBov Aare?o Gas denote something proclaimed 
“from the very beginning,” or “from the commencement” ? 
And how unskilfully would the author have proceeded in the 
choice and position of his words, if—as Ebrard supposes— 
he had wished to express the thought, “that the cwrnpia 
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was directly revealed by the Lord, has been transmitted to 
us as a certainty, and thus as a divine legitimation of the 
catnpla by the dxovcavtes, the ear- (and eye-) witnesses :” 
"Apynv NaBeiv, to begin, always presupposes an opposition, 
expressed or understood, to a being continued, or to a being 
brought to an end. When thus in our passage there is men- 
tion made not only of an apyiv AaBeiv NadreicOas by the Lord, 
but also of a BeBarwOAvar eis judas on the part of those who 
heard the Lord, it is clear that the author will have these two 
factors regarded as statements of two distinct but mutually 
corresponding periods of time. — In general, it is wrong when 
Ebrard, in connection with his explanation just adduced, 
will find in ver. 3 the twofold contrast with the law— 
(1) That the law was a mere word (Adyos) ; the gospel, on the 
other hand, a deliverance, a redemption, an act. (2) That the 
cwTnpia was manifested and proclaimed to men as at first 
hand, by the Lord Himself; the law, on the contrary, only at 
second hand, by the angels. For,as concerns the first alleged 
point of difference, assuredly the emphasis rests neither upon 
Adyos, ver. 2, nor upon cwrypias, ver. 3; but, ver. 2, upon 
dv ayyédor, and, ver. 3, upon tnAtKadtns. The second alleged 
point of difference falls, however, with the consideration that 
the author employs the preposition dvd, as before ayyédor, 
ver. 2, so also before tod «upiov, ver. 3; thus indicates that 
the supreme Author alike of the Mosaic law and of the 
gospel is God Himself, both consequently are proclaimed to 
man “only at secgnd hand.”* The pre-eminence of the 
gospel can accordingly have been discovered by our author only 
in the fact that in connection with this the Lord Himself was 
the intervening agent; in connection with the law, on the 
other hand, only the angels, who, according to chap. i, are 


1 T cannot bring myself to recall this remark, although Delitzsch takes so great 
offence at it that he finds therein ‘‘a toning down of the opposition in gross 
misapprehension of the sense of the author.’ The conception of an “immediate” 
speaking on the part of Jehovah in the N. T., on which Delitzsch insists, p. 
49, 51, is regarded in general unbiblical ; it is, moreover, remote from the thought 
of the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, as the whole chapter in itself shows; 
only by forcing upon him dogmatic notions already a priori determined, and 


entirely disregarding the laws of grammar, can it be brought out from his state- 
ments. 
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subordinate to the Lord. — id trav dxovedvrer] by them that 
heard i (se. from the Lord; apa tod xupiov, Chrysost.), 
thus by His apostles and immediate disciples. From these 
axovcavres the author distinguishes himself and his readers 
(ets muds). As well he himself as the Palestinian Christians 
to whom he writes must consequently have already belonged 
to a second generation of Christendom, and the author of the 
epistle cannot have been Paul (comp. Jnérod. p. 11). When 
Hofmann (Schrifibew. II. p. 378, 2 Aufl.) objects to this: 
“from eis sds is in truth evident only that the author belonged 
not to the number of those who could testify that they had 
with their own ears heard the Lord, at the time when He 
was upon earth proclaiming that salvation which they now 
preached,” this is indeed perfectly correct. But when he 
adds that Paul likewise had certainly only heard the word of 
salvation from the mouth of those who had listened to Jesus, 
this is—so long as the solemn asseveration of Paul himself 
(comp. expressly Gal. i. 12) has any value for us—decidedly 
false. For Paul reckons himself not among the disciples 
of the axovcarvtes, but among the dxovcavtes themselves. 
For the circumstance that the axovew was otherwise brought 
about in his case than in the case of the original apostles, 
inasmuch as these had stood in the relation of axovcaytes to 
the Christ walking upon earth, Paul, on the other hand, stood 
in the relation of an dxovcas to the exalted or heavenly Christ, 
left the essence of the matter itself untouched. Nor even by 
the assumption of a so-called dvaxoivwats, to which recourse 
has very frequently been had, can the conclusion resulting 
with stringent necessity from the words of our verse be set 
aside ; for that which the writer of a letter says to his readers 
by means of an dvaxolvwors is always of such nature as to be 
likewise true of himself; never can it stand in excluding 
opposition to himself. — é8¢Rasé6n] corresponds to the éyévero 
BéBauos, ver. 2; and els nuas €BeBawOn is a well-known 
blending of the notion of rest with that of the preceding 
movement. See Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 386 f Theo- 
phylact: SveropOpevOn eis judas BeBalws Kat mioTds, 
it came to us in a firm, trustworthy manner, so that it has 
become for us a cwtnpia BeBaia, Wrongly Heinrichs (and so 
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also Seb. Schmidt, Wittich, Wolf, Cramer, Paulus, and others), 
according to whom els npas signifies ad nostra tenypora, or 
usque ad nos. 

Ver. 4. Suverrmaptupodytos tod Oeod x.7.r.] in that, with 
them (the dxovcavres), God bore testimony in addition, to the 
same (the salvation, the owrnpia), by signs and wonders. The 
doubly compound word ovveruaptupeivy in the N. T. only 
here. Nor is it found at all in the LXX. With later pro- 
fane writers, on the other hand, it is not rare. See examples 
in Bleek, Abth. II. 1 Halfte, p. 218.— onweta and tépara 
only distinguished in the form of conception as signa and 
portenta, not different in the notion conveyed by them. Comp. 
Fritzsche on Rom. xv. 19 (t. iii. p. 270). — aos«irass| belongs 
only to duvdueow. The adjective is not likewise to be 
referred to pepicpots (Bleek, Maier). For the notion of 
mouidov is again specially brought into prominence in the 
sequel, in that it forms an element also in the contents of 
Kata THY avTod Oérnow. — The duvdmess, however, are not 
miraculous acts, but the source of the same: mraculous powers. 
— Kal mvevpatos aylov peptopots x.7.r.] and distributions of 
the Holy Spirit according to His good pleasure. wvetvpatos 
aylou is genitwus objectiv., not subjectiv. (Cameron and others); 
and peptapos, which (iv. 12) signifies déviding, denotes here, 
in accordance with the use of the verb wepifeuv, vil. 2, Rom. 
xii, 3, 1 Cor. vii. 17, 2 Cor. x. 13: an apportioning or deal- 
ing out, distribution. — kara tHv abtod Oédnow] Addition, 
not to the whole period, ver. 4 (Abresch, Béhme), nor to 
Touthas ... pepiopots (Bleck), but only to pepsopois (de 
Wette, Bisping, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz), on 
which account this is also placed after the genitive mvevparos 
ayiov. avrovd relates back to tod Oeovd, not to mvevpaTos 
ayiov (Oecumenius, Carpzov), and the whole addition cata tiv 
avtov Oé\now has the design not only in general of represent- 
ing the bestowal of the gifts of the Spirit on the part of God 
as a work of His free grace, but also of pointing to the mani- 
fold character of those distributions, inasmuch as, according to 
God’s free determination of will, the Holy Spirit was communi- 
cated in greater fulness to the one than to the other, and of 
the special gifts of the Spirit to the one was granted this, to 
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the other that. Comp. 1 Cor. xiii—On the un-Attic 
OérXnovs, comp. Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 7, 353; Pollux, 
v. 165: BovaAnors, émibupla, dpekis, Epos’  Sé OéErXnows 
idt@TeKor. 

Vv. 5-18. Further investigation of the relation of Christ to 
the angels, and demonstration of the necessity for the death 
of Christ. Not to angels, but to Christ, the Son of man, has, 
according to the testimony of Scripture, the Messianic world 
been subjected. Certaimly Christ was abased for a short time 
lower than the angels ; but so it must be, in order that man- 
kind might obtain salvation; He must suffer and die, and 
become in all things ike unto men, His brethren, in order to 
be able as High Priest to reconcile them to God. 

Ver. 5. The author has brought into relief the fact, ver. 3, 
that it was the Son of God, or the Lord, according to chap. 1, 
highly exalted above the angels, by whom the Messianic 
salvation was proclaimed, and from whose immediate disciples 
it was handed down to Christendom. He now justifies this 
order of things as founded in a higher divine decree, and 
already foretold in the Scriptures of the Old Covenant. That 
order of things is, however, justified, in conformity to the com- 
parison of Christ with the angels, which is begun with i. 4, 
first, ¢ contrario or negatively, ver. 5, and then, ver. 6, posi- 
tively. The emphasis lies in ver. 5 upon adyvyéXovs, and 
this then finds its antithesis in dv@pw7ros and vids avOpeTov, 
ver. 6. For when the author first in an absolute form of 
expression says: For not unto the angels has He put into 
subjection the world to come, and then continues: But one in 
a certain place testifies, etc., the sense—on account of the 
close connectedness of ver. 6 (see on that verse) with ver. 5 
—is certainly this: for, according to the testimony of Scripture, 
the world to come is put in subjection, not to angels, but to 
Christ, the Son of man. — ayyédous] without article. For it 
stands generically : beings who are angels, who have the nature 
of angels (Bleek). [Owen: nature angelical.] De Wette 
supposes the reason for the anarthrous form to be in the 
possibility that only a part of the angels are to be thought of. 
Unsuitably, because in connection with ov« dyyédous already 
the definite antithesis: “but to the Son of man,” was present 
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to the mind of the author (comp. ver. 6).— bréraker] sc. 6 
Geos, which naturally follows from the tod Oeod of ver. 4. 
The verb expresses the notion of making dependent, or of 
the placing in a position of subjection, and is chosen because 
the same expression is employed in the citation presently to 
be adduced (comp. ver. 8). — tiv oikoupévny tiv pméddovoay | 
the world to come. This mode of designating it is explained 
from the well-known Biblical phraseology, according to which 
the Messianic period was distinguished as the alov wéAXroz, 
from the pre-Messianic as the al@v otros.’ What is meant, 
consequently, is not something purely future (Theodoret: o 
pérkrwv Bios; Oecumenius: 0 éoouevos Koopos; Schulz: 
the new order of the world which is approaching; Bleek II. : 
the blessings of the kingdom of God which will first be mani- 
fested and conferred upon believers at the return of the Lord 
in glory; Grotius, Maier, and others: heaven, as the future 
dwelling-place of the Christians also), but the new order of 
things in the Messianic kingdom, which in rts first manifestations 
has already appeared, but as regards its completion is still a 
future one. Calvin: apparet non vocari orbem futurum dum- 
taxat, qualem e resurrectione speramus, sed qui coepit ab 
exordio regni Christi, complementum vero suum habebit in 
ultima redemptione. tv olkovpevnv thy pédAovcay is itself 
without emphasis; on the contrary, only resumes under 
another form the tyAKat’tns swrnpias of ver. 3. It results 
from this, that the opinion according to which the tacit con- 
trast is to be supplied in thought to the declaration, ver. 5: 
“the present world is indeed” to be regarded as “subjected to 
the angels, by them swayed and governed” (Cameron, Bleek, 
Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 656, al.), is a baseless one. 
For it must then have been written ov yap tiv wéAXOVT ay 
oikoupevny ayyérous vmétakev. — rept Hs Nadodpuev] does not 
go back to i. 6 (Theophylact, Zeger, Grotius, Schlichting, 
Schulz, Bohme; comp. also Delitzsch)—against which the 
present Narovpev, in place of which a preterite must have 


1 We have not to seek the origin of the addition civ wéaaoveny in the fact that 
at the time of the Psalmist (ver. 6), that which was promised belonged as yet 


to the purely future (so, along with the right explanation this likewise in 
Bleek I.). 
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been expected, and not less the addition tiv péddXoveay to 
THY olKkouperny, is decisive,—nor is Nadoduev put in place of 
a future: “de quo in sequenti testimonio loquemur ” (Vatablus); 
but the relative clause is to be taken quite generally: which 
is the subject of our discourse (our epistle). Too specially 
Kurtz: “of which we are speaking just now, in this section 
of our epistle,’ which would have called for the addition of a 
viv. The plural Aadodpev, moreover, has reference merely to 
the writer. Comp. v. 11, vi. 9, 11, xiii. 18. Without good 
reason does Bengel supplement nos doctores; while even, 
according to Hofmann, “all who believe the promise, the 
apostle and his readers,” are the subject of AaNoduev, inasmuch 
as it is only a question of an “additional explanatory clause, 
when the apostle adds that that world to come is intended, of 
which the Christians speak !” 

Ver. 6 attaches itself closely to ver. 5, in that the adversa- 
tive 6é (different from the disjunctive adrXd, but, on the 
contrary. Comp. Hartung, Partikell. I. p. 171), as iv. 13, 15, 
ix, 12, x. 27, xii. 13, 1 Cor. vii. 15, 25 fin., and frequently, 
as it were correcting the preceding negative statement, now 
places in opposition the actual state of the question: Some 
one, however (some one, on the contrary), testified in a certain 
place and said. Quite wrongly does Heinrichs suppose an 
entirely new section of the epistle to begin with ver. 6. — 
mov tis] The wavering character of this form of citation is 
derived by Grotius from the consideration that the Psalms 
were the work of different authors, and the authors of parti- 
cular psalms were often unknown. But the eighth Psalm, here 
cited, is, both in the Hebrew and the LXX., expressly ascribed 
to David. According to Koppe (£ueursus [. ad epist. ad 
Roman., 2d ed. p. 379), Dindorf, Schulz, Heinrichs (comp. also 
Stengel), the indefiniteness of the formula is to be explained 
by the fact that the author is citing from memory. But the 
words agree too exactly with the LXX. to be a citation from 
memory, and, moreover, the indefinite ov occurs again, iv. 4, 
in connection with the citation of Gen. il. 2, thus in connec- 
tion with an appeal to a passage of the O. T. Scripture, of 
which the place where it is found could not possibly escape 
the memory of our author. De Wette, after the precedent of 
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Bleek [cf. Peshito: the Scripture witnesses, and says], regards it 
as the most correct supposition that the author “ was not con- 
cerned about the particular writers of Scripture, since for him 
God or the Holy Ghost spoke through the Scripture.” Yet, if 
the reason for the form of expression is to be sought in this, 
then in general we should hardly expect the personal indica- 
tion tés to be added, but rather a passive construction to be 
chosen. According to Hofmann, finally, ov tus is intended 
to declare “ that it is indeed a matter of indifference for his 
purpose who said this, and where it is found; that it is 
adduced. as the utterance of some man, only an utterance 
which comes invested with the authority of Scripture!” The 
indefinite mode of citation has probably no other than a 
rhetorical ground, inasmuch as the author presupposes a 
universal acquaintance with the passage, without concerning 
himself to learn whether it is known to all or not. So sub- 
stantially also Chrysostom (Todro dé avré, oiwas, TO KpoTTEw 
Kab pay TIOévas Tov eipnKoTa THY papTuplay, GAN ws Trepipepo- 
pévny Kat katddnrov odcav cicdyew, Sexvivtos éotiv, adtovs 
opodpa éumrelpous elvas THY ypadov), Oecumenius, Theophy- 
lact, Primasius, Jac. Cappellus, Cornelius a Lapide [Owen : 
“the reason is plain; both person and place were sufficiently 
known to them to whom he wrote”], Calov, Tholuck, Bloom- 
field, Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, al. The same reticence in 
the mode of citation is often found with Philo. Comp. eg. de 
ebrietate, p. 248 (ed. Mangey, I. p. 365): ede yap mod tes (se. 
Abraham, Gen. xx. 12). Further examples see in Bleek, 
Abth. II. 1 Halfte, p. 239.— The citation, which extends to 
Today avtod, ver. 8, is from Ps. viii. 5-7 (4-6). The utter- 
ance in its historic sense contains a declaration with regard to 
man in general; but the author, on the ground of the ideal 
import of the passage, as likewise in particular on the ground 
of the expression vids dv@pérov, which in consequence of 
Dan. vii. 13 was current with the Jews as an appellation of 
the Messiah (comp. John xii. 34), which, too, was one often 
bestowed by Jesus upon Himself, finds in it a declaration con- 
cerning the Son of man xat’ é£oyyv, ic. concerning Christ." 


x In contradiction with the design of the whole explication, as this clearly 
manifests itself from the context, do Beza, Piscator, Storr, Ebrard, Delitzsch 
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Paul, too, has Messianically interpreted the psalm, 1 Cor. 
xv. 27 f. (comp. Eph. i. 22). — Ti éotw dvOpwmos «.7.r.] What 
ws man that Thow art mindful of him, or the son of man that 
Thou regardest him! ie, in the sense of the original, How 
small, weak, and insignificant, as compared with the majestic 
heavenly bodies, is man, that Thou shouldst nevertheless take 
a loving and careful interest in him! In the application : 
How great and full of dignity is man, that Thou so greatly 
distinguishest him with loving care! (Kuinoel, Heinrichs, 
Bohme, Bleek, Stein; otherwise, de Wette, Hofmann, Schrift- 
bew. II. 1, p. 45, 2 Aufl.; Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 361; Alford, Moll, Kurtz, a/.). Thus the author could 
understand the words, although the “being mindful” and 
“ looking upon ” do not very well accord therewith, in that he 
was guided in his acceptance of them pre-eminently by the 
final clause d0€y .. . adtod. — 7] instead of this 1 is found in 
the Hebrew, thus introduces a purely parallel member, in such 
wise that vids dv@p@mov is identical with dvOpwmos in the 
first member, and is distinguished therefrom only as a more 
sharply defined presentation of the same notion. 

Ver. 7. "Hddttwcas adtov Bpayd te tap’ dyyédous] Thus 
the LXX. translate the Hebrew DnDND byt monn, The sense 
of the Hebrew is: “ Thou hast made Him only a little lower 
than God, hast made Him only a little less than God.” The 
Bpaxv te is consequently in the original a note of degree, 
and the whole former member 7Adtrtwoas ... ayyéXous con- 


(p. 57, 59), Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 45, 2 Aufl.), Alford, Moll, and others, 
refer dyvépwaes, even in the sense of our author, and vids avbpdxov to man 
generally, namely, to the man of the New Covenant, inasmuch as he shall 
receive the dominion over all things, in the possession of which Christ is already 
set. When Ebrard, p. 84, asserts that the ‘‘ Messianic ” interpretation ‘‘of the 
non-Messianic eighth Psalm” cannot be laid to the account of the author of the 
epistle, without charging him with ‘‘a downright Rabbinical misunderstanding 
of a psalm ;” and when, in like manner, Delitzsch, p. 57, declares it ‘not at 
all conceivable that the author of our epistle should without any explanation 
have referred dv4pwaros and vids &vbpwarov of the psalm to Christ,” unless we are to 
attribute ‘the uttermost limitation of thought to the N. T. exposition of Scrip- 
ture,” that is nothing else than a controlling of the author of the epistle by pre- 
conceived opinions of one’s own, from which, in the face of 1 Cor. xv. 27f., one 
ought to have shrunk. For the rest, against the view espoused by Ebrard, 
Delitzsch, and Hofmann, comp. also Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 368 ff, 
note, 


i THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


tains in the original the same thought as the immediately 
following 80& kal tiuh éotepdvwcas adtov. The author, 
however, takes the Bpayv tu of the LXX. in the temporal 
sense: “for a short time” (comp. ver. 9), and finds in the 
second member an opposition to the first, in such wise that in 
the application he refers the statement of the first clause to 
the humiliation of Christ, that of the second to the exaltation 
of Christ. — The words following these in the LXX. (as also 
in the Hebrew): xal xatéotnoas avtov éml ta épya Tov 
xelpov cov (comp. the critical remarks), have been left out by 
the author as unsuitable to his presentment. For the state- 
ment that God has set the Son of man or the Messiah over 
the works of creation which proceeded from the hands of God, 
might appear to contain a contradiction to i. 10 (comp. also 
i. 2), where earth and heaven were designated as works 
created by the hands of the Son. 

Ver. 8. Ildvta tétakas troxdtw tev Today avTod] All 
things didst Thow put im subjection under His feet. In the 
psalm these words refer to the dominion which God has con- 
ferred upon man over the earth, and indeed specially (comp. 
Ps. viii. 8, 9 [7, 8]) over the whole animal world. The 
author of the epistle, on the other hand, taking +dvra in the 
absolute sense, understands them of the dominion over the 
universe which has been conferred upon Christ, the Son of 
man. Comp. Matt. xxviii. 18.— With év yap t@ trordaéas 

. dvuTotaxtoy the author still dwells on the closing 
words of the citation: wdvta wrétakas x.7.X., in order by 
way of elucidation to unfold its contents, and thus to place in 
clearer light the truth of the main thought expressed vv. 5-8. 
yap consequently refers back to that which immediately pre- 
cedes, and the supposition of Tholuck— that & yap 76 
brotdga «.7.r., as the clause which affords the proof, is 
parenthetically preposed to the viv 8€é «.7.X., as the clause 
which is to be proved, so that the connection would be: “but 
now we see not yet all things made subject to Him; for, 
according to the declaration of the psalm, all things without 
exception are subject to Him ”—is to be rejected as entirely 
unnecessary ; quite apart from the fact that no instance of 
such parenthetical preposing of an elucidatory clause with ydp 
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is to be found anywhere in the N. T. (not in John iv. 44, 45 
either), although not rare with classical writers (comp. 
Hartung, Partikell. I. p. 467; Kiihner, Gramm. II. p. 454). 
Nor does ydép stand for otv (Heinrichs, Stengel), but is the 
explicative namely. The subject in drordéauz, further, is not 
David, the singer of the psalm (Heinrichs), but God ; and the 
emphasis rests upon the opposition between ta wavta and 
ovdév. The threefold avré, finally, relates not to man in 
general (Beza [Piscator: the believers], Schlichting, Grotius, 
Owen, Whitby, Storr, Kuinoel, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Alford, Moll, 
Hofmann, Woerner, and others), but to the Son of man, and 
that not merely as regards its signification (Masch, Bleek, de 
Wette), but—as is shown by the “Incodv, only incidentally 
added, ver. 9—to the Son of manas He appeared in Christ as 
an historical person (Calvin, Gerhard, Calov, Seb. Schmidt, 
Wittich, Peirce, Schulz, Tholuck, Klee, Stuart, Conybeare, 
Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 364; Kurtz, Ewald, ai.). 
The sense is accordingly: by the fact, namely, that God made 
all things subject to Christ, the Son of man, He left nothing 
that is not subjected unto Him; it is thus also—this natural 
inference the author leaves to the readers themselves to make 
—to Him, the Son of man, and not to the angels, that 7 odxov- 
péevn 1 péAdouvca (ver. 5), which is only a part of that Ta 
madvtTa,is subjected; nay, the angels themselves, seeing that 
all things have been put in subjection under Him, are them- 
selves subject to Him. — With viv dé otrw opdpmev aiTo 
Ta TavTa UTrotetaypméva the author limits the immediately 
preceding declaration by an admission, by which, however, 
as is then further shown, ver. 9, the correctness of the 
former assertion as to the actual state of the matter suffers 
no infringement: now, however,— that must be conceded, 
—we see not yet all things subjected unto Him. For we 
are as yet in the condition of the earthly body; as yet the 
kingdom of God is only partially established ; as yet it has 
to wage warfare with many enemies (comp. x. 12, 13; 
1 Cor. xv. 24-27). We shall sce that all things have been 
made subject to Christ by God the Father only when Christ 
shall have returned for the consummation of the kingdom 
of God. 


Mryvrer,—Hzp. H 
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Ver. 9. Proof that, notwithstanding the circumstances just 
mentioned, the matter itself which has been asserted is 
perfectly true. Certainly we do not, at the present moment, 
as yet see all things made subject to Christ, the Son of man; 
but we do see Him already crowned with glory and honour, 
in that after suffering and dying He has been exalted to the 
right hand of the Father. From the reality of the one, 
however, which we see, follows of necessity the reality of the 
other, which we do not yet see. For if the word of Scripture: 
S0&n Kal tTipn éotepdvwcas avTov, has already been 
fulfilled in His case, there can be no kind of doubt but in 
like manner also the further word of Scripture: mavra 
trétakas bToKdTw THY TOdeY avTod, inseparably con- 
nected as it is with the former, has already attained its 
realization in Him.— The words of ver. 9 have undergone a 
strange misinterpretation on the part of Hofmann (Schriftbew. 
IL. 1, p. 45 ff. 2 Aufl). As Hofmann with regard to ver. 7 
already denies that the two members of the sentence in that 
verse: 7AaTTwCAS adTov Bpayd Te map ayyédouvs and doy 
Kal Tym eotepdvwoas avrov, form in the mind of the writer 
an opposition to each other, so just as little is the writer in 
ver. 9 supposed to have had present to his mind in connec- 
tion with tov Bpayd tv wap dyyédous HraTTwpEévov the 
humiliation of Christ, and with d0&n Kat tipq éeotehavwpévov 
the exaltation of Christ. Ver. 9 is thought rather to refer 
exclusively to the Jesus “living in the flesh,” and the 
connection is thus explained: “Far from its being the case 
that we see all things subjected to man, He, on the contrary, 
of whom that which the psalm speaks of man holds good in 
full truth, Jesus namely, stands before our eyes in a position 
of dive appointment, as such demanded by the existing 
calamity of death, which, according to ver. 14, makes the 
devil a ruler and us bondsmen.” For by Bpayv te rap’ 
ayyéXous HAaTT@pEVOS there is reference made, in the opinion 
of Hofmann, to the person of man, of which the psalm is 
treating, with regard to the dignity belonging thereto as 
conferred by God,— inasmuch as Bpayd tv is to be taken 
of degree, — but by 76 7aOnua tod Oavdtov is indicated the 
misfortune consisting in death itself, and not his suffering of 
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death ; and dS0€a «at tiu finally expresses, according to iii. 3, 
v. 4, 5, the glorious character of his position by virtue of his 
vocation. The sense of ver. 9, then, is supposed to be: 
“What He, in whom the wealth of human nature has 
appeared in full truth, denotes and represents on the part of 
God,—for the former is meant by tuum, the latter by 80&a,— 
that He denotes and represents, for the reason that mankind 
is obnoxious to the suffering of death, and to the end that He 
might taste a death which should redound unto good for 
every one!” See, on the other hand, the remarks of Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebriierbr. p. 333 ff, note. — tov Bpayd te 
Tap ayyéNovs jrAaTTH pwEvoY is the object, and S0&y Kat 
Tin €oTtepav@pévoy the predicate to Prémouev, while 
*"Incody is the appositional nearer definition of the object 
brought in only at the close. The sense thus is: “ But we do 
indeed see the one for a time abased below the angels, namely 
Jesus, crowned with glory and honour.” Wrongly others: 
“As the one for a time abased below the angels do we 
recognise Jesus, who is crowned with glory and honour.” 
For, in order to express this thought, “Incodv tov . 

éotehavapévoy must have been placed. Wrongly likewise 
Ebrard, with whom Delitzsch agrees in substance, who takes 
*Incotdy as object, jAaTTwpévoy as adjectival attribute to 
*Incodv, and éotepavwpévoy as predicate to the object. The 
sense then is: “mankind is not yet exalted; but Jesus, who 
was indeed abased for a while below the angels, we see 
already crowned with glory and honour.” This construction, 
which at any rate rests upon the false supposition that the 
subject of discourse, vv. 6-8, is not already Christ, the Son of 
man, but only man in general, and that the author of the 
epistle had regarded as fully identical the two utterances of 
the psalm: d0&n xal tiph éotepddvacas adtov, and mdvTa 
irétakas troxatw Tov Today avTov, would only be per- 
missible in the case that "Incodv 8&€, tov Bpayd te map’ 
dyyédous HaTTopévov, BreTromev K.T.r., or Tov 6€ Bpayd te 
Tap ayyédous HraTTopevoy “Inooby Brerwopev «.7.r., had 
been written. By the position of the “Incodv after Bréropev 
it becomes impossible; since in consequence thereof “Incody 
appears as entirely unaccentuated, consequently can be 
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regarded only as a supplementary addition by way of 
elucidation with regard to the question who is to be under- 
stood by the 6 Bpayt te rap’ ayyédous HraTT@pévos. “Incoby 
might even have been entirely left out without detriment to 
the sense and intelligibility of that which the author would 
imply; it is nevertheless inserted, in order, by the express 
mention of His name, to cut off every kind of doubt upon the 
point that it is no other than Christ, the historic Redeemer, 
of whom the citation adduced, vv. 6-8, is treating. — 
Brérropev] we see, perceive; namely, with the eyes of the 
mind; comp. iii. 19, al. For it is openly testified that Christ 
rose from the dead, and ascended to the right hand of the 
Father in heaven; and Christians feel that He is reigning in 
power and glory by means of the Holy Spirit, which He has 
conferred upon them.— 6a 16 wd0nua tod Oavarov] on 
account of His suffering of death, belongs not to Bpayv ts 
map ayyédous HraTT@pévoy (Origen, in Joann. t. ii. c 6; 
Augustine, contra Maximin. iii. 2. 5; Chrysostom, Theodoret, 
Oecumenius, Beza, Schlichting, Cornelius a Lapide, Cameron, 
Calov, Limborch, Semler, a/.), but to S0&n nal tipq éeoteda- 
vowevov (Luther, Calvin, Estius, Grotius, Bengel, Wetstein, 
Bohme, Bleek, Tholuck, de Wette, Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, 
Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebriierbr. p. 357; Alford, Maier, Moll, 
Kurtz, Ewald, and many others), Only this mode of referring 
the clause has the merit of naturalness from the position of 
the words; only this is grammatically and logically justified. 
For not only with this construction does esd with the 
accusative retain its only possible signification, but the 
thought likewise finds its confirmation in the sequel (da 
TaOnuatwv TedeL@oat, ver. 10), and accords with the view of 
Paul, Phil. ii. 9, according to which the exaltation of Christ 
to the right hand of the Father was the consequence and 
divine recompense of the voluntary abasement endured even 
to the death of the cross. Supposing the connection to be 
with that which precedes, 8a 7d md0@nua rod. Oavarov must 
contain a later added nearer definition to 7AaTTwpévoy; but a 
second supplementary. nearer definition, seeing that "Incodv 
already occupies such a position, would be extremely 
improbable, when we consider the carefulness with regard 
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to style which prevails in this epistle; it would not, like 
*Incodv, have a purpose to serve, but be merely an instance 
of linguistic negligence such as ought not to be readily laid 
to the charge of our author. Moreover, dia 7d waOnua tod 
8avarov, referred to that which precedes, does not even admit 
of any satisfactory explanation. For, as thus combined, it is 
interpreted either: humbled by reason of the suffering of 
death, 2.e. by suffering death, or: humbled jor the sake of the 
suffering of death, i.e. in order to be able to undertake it. 
But in the latter case the choice of the preposition 6¢a@ would 
be an exceedingly ill-judged one, since we must, at any rate, 
have expected e’s TO mdoyew Tov Odvatov, or something 
similar. In the former case, on the other hand, dud must 
have been combined with the genitive instead of the accusative, 
quite apart from the consideration that the author can hardly 
be supposed to limit the humiliation of Christ to the moment 
of His death, but rather (comp. ver. 14), like Paul, to com- 
prehend in general the whole period of His life in the flesh. 
— res xdpite Oe0d imép Tavtos yevontar Oavdtov] that 
He by the grace of God might taste death for every one, does not 
depend upon 80€7 Kai tiuA eotepavepévoyv, ~For the enduring 
of death was certainly not something which was to take place 
only after the exaltation, but already preceded this. The 
contorted interpretations, however: so that He died for 
all (Erasmus, Paraphr., Tena, Ribera, Morus, Valckenaer, 
Kuinoel), or: in order that He may have suffered death for 
all (Ebrard), or: postguam mortem gustavit (Schleusner), are 
grammatically impossible. But since a connecting of the 
final clause with 7Aatrwpévoy (Akersloot, Bengel, Bohme, 
Bisping) is, considering the grammatical construction of 
ver. 9, quite inconceivable, dws «.7.A. can be only a further, 
but pregnant, exponent of the preceding 70 mdOnua tod 
Oavdtrov: on account of His suffering of death, namely, in 
order that He might, etc.— ydputs Beod] for the grace and 
love of God is the supreme cause of the redeeming death ot 
Christ (comp. Rom. v. 8; Gal. ii. 21).— dmép] on behalf of 
for the weal of. — Tavros] is not newter, in such wise that the 
declaration should apply to the whole creation, including the 
angels (Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact; comp. Origen, 
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in Joann. t. i. c. 40);1 for this thought comes into collision 
with ver. 16, and the expression thereof would be incorrect, 
since we must expect in that case tmép dons Ths KTicews, 
or at least imép tod wavtds. Ilavros is masculine, and has 
reference only to mankind. The singular, however, is placed, 
not the plural wdéyrav, in order distinctly to bring out the 
thought that Christ died on behalf of each single individual 
among men (namely, who will appropriate the salvation 
offered him), not merely for mankind as a totality, as a 
compact corporation. [Piscator and Owen understand: each 
and every one, sc. of the modXol viot mentioned ver. 10. Cf. 
Acts xx. 28.] — yevec@ar Oavarov] represents the experiencing 
of death under the figure of a tasting of the same. Comp. 
Matt. xvi. 28; Mark ix. 1; Luke ix. 27; John. viii, 52. 
The formula corresponds to the rabbinical “ni DYM (see 
Schoettgen and Wetstein on Matt. xvi. 28), and has its 
manifold analogies in the Greek turns: yevec@ar poydov 
(Soph. Zrachin. 1101), «xaxdv (Eurip. Hee. 379; Lue. 
Nigr. 28), wév@ovs mixpod (Eurip. Alcest. 1069), mover 
(Pindar, Wem. vi. 41), dicrod (Homer, Odyss. xxi. 98), Ths 
apxns, THs édevOepins (Herod. iv. 147, vi. 5), etc. The 
formula is only a more significant expression for the ordinary 
arodvnckew. Neither the notion of the brief duration 
of Christ’s death (Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, 
Primasius, Clarius, Camerarius, Braun, Peirce, Cramer, Ch. F. 
Schmid), nor along with this the notion of the reality of that 
death (Beza, Bengel), nor, finally, the notion of the bitterness 
of the death sufferings (Calov, Delitzsch, Maier, Kurtz), lies in 
the expression. 

REMARK.—In connection with the explanation of the reading 
xpis bed (see the critical remarks) comes forth the main diver- 
sity, that these words were either taken as closely conjoined with 
uxtp gavrés, or regarded in themselves as an independent nearer 
defining of the verb. The former mode of explanation is adopted 
by Origen, Theodoret, Ebrard, Ewald: “in order that He might 
suffer death for all beings, with the exception of God alone;” 
further Bengel, and Chr. F. Schmid: “in order that, with a view 


i Ebrard, too, finds the thought expressed in vatp ravrés: “that Christ by 
His death has reconciled absolutely all things, heaven and earth;” but in 
connection therewith inconsistently takes ravrés as a masculine, 
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to purchasing or subjecting all things except God, He might 
suffer death.” But against both acceptations is the fact that 
savroc cannot be neuter (see above), against the latter, moreover, 
in particular the fact that the notion: “in order to purchase to 
himself,” cannot possibly be expressed by the mere imip ravréc. 
As an independent addition ywpis dcot is taken by Theodorus 
Mopsuestenus, Ambrose, Fulgentius, the Nestorians, and P. 
Colomesius (Observatt. Sacr. p. 603): “that He might taste 
death without God, z.e. without the participation of His God- 
head, with the mere sharing of His humanity in death.” But 
that such a thought, in itself entirely alien as it is to the 
Biblical writers, could not have been expressed by ywpi¢ cod, is 
at once apparent. There must at least have been written 
xwpls ris adrod beérgroc. To this place further belongs Paulus, 
with an appeal to Matt. xxvii. 46: “as without God, as one 
abandoned by God, not delivered.” But the added “as,” by 
which alone the interpretation becomes tolerable, is without 
grammatical justification the expositor’s own additamentum. 


Ver. 10. Not without design has the author, ver. 9, added 
to the declaration S0& kal tim éotehavwpévor the indication 
of the cause, 61a TO waOnpma TOD Gavarou, and then brought 
into relief this superadded clause by the final statement: d7ws 
xapits Oeod Umrep Taytos yevontar Oavdrov. For the 
Redeemer’s death of the cross, ridiculed by the Gentiles as 
folly, was to the Jews an offence (1 Cor. i. 23). Even to the 
Hebrews, to whom the author is writing, the thought of a 
Messiah who passed through sufferings and death might be a 
stumbling-block not yet surmounted, and, with other things, 
have contributed to shake their confidence in Christianity, and 
incline them to relapse into Judaism. Without, therefore, 
further giving express utterance to the conclusion to be 
expected after ver. 9 (see on ver. 9, init.), but rather leaving 
the supplying of the same to the readers, the author passes 
over, ver. 10 ff., at once to the justification of that fact regarded 
as an offence, in bringing into relief the consideration that 
the choice of that way, so apparently strange, of causing the 
Messiah to attain to glory through sufferings and death, was 
altogether worthy of God (ver. 10), and necessary (vv. 14-18), 
in order that Christ might be qualified to be the redeemer 
of sinful humanity. — Wrongly does Tholuck suppose that 
ver. 10 attaches itself to d0& éotedavwpévov, ver. 9, and 
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expresses the thought that the glorification of Him could not 
fail of its accomplishment, who became to others the author of 
salvation. For the centre of gravity in the proposition lies not 
in Terev@oat, but in dca waOnuadtev, which Tholuck erroneously 
degrades to a mere “secondary thought.” — émpeev] it was 
befitting; not an expression of necessity (Kuinoel, Bloomfield, 
al.), but of meetness and becomingness, in relation partly to the 
nature of God (comp. 8? dv Ta wavta kal S¢ od Ta Tapvta), 
partly to the ends He would attain (cf. vv. 14-18). Comp. 
Philo, Legg. allegor. I. p. 48 E (with Mangey, I. p. 53): apézee 
7 Oe putevew Kal oixodopeiy év rrvyh tas apetas. — De 
incorrupt. Mundi, p. 950 B (with Mangey, II. p. 500): éuzpe- 
mes 5€ Oe TA Apopha pophodv Kat Tois aicyiotous TepiTLOévar 
Oavpacta Kdd\dAn. — adTo, Sv” ov Ta Tavta Kat Sd’ od Ta 
mavtTa| does not relate to Christ (Primasius, Hunnius, Konigs- 
mann, Cramer, al.), but is a periphrasis for God. This 
periphrastic delineation, however, of the divine characteristics 
justifies the épeev in its truth and naturalness. For He 
who is the Supreme Cause and Creator of the Universe cannot 
bave done anything unworthy of Himself. — 7a qwavta] the 
totality of all that exists, not merely that which serves for the 
bringing about of salvation (Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, 
Paulus). — 8’ 6v] for the sake of whom,’ characterizes God as 
the One for whom, ic. to accomplish whose ends, all things 
are designed, and corresponds to the eis avrov, Rom. xi. 36, 
1 Cor. viii. 6; while 6 od characterizes Him as the One 
by whom all things have been effected or created, inasmuch 
as, according to the popular conception, the notion of the 
originating is not strictly separated from that of effecting, since 
both are summed up under the more general notion of disposing, 
preparing [moveiy, tapackevdfe, érouuaferv]; comp. 1 Cor. 
i 9; Gal. i. 1. In the case of our author, moreover, the 
placing of the inaccurate ov’ od instead of the more accurate 
€€ od (comp. Rom. xi. 36) or if’ of, may also have been 
occasioned with a view to the paronomasia produced by the 
use of the twofold 6va with different cases. — woArods viods 
eis S0€ay ayayovta] is not a preposed apposition to Tov 

1 Not: ‘‘at whose command or will,” as Wieseler (Comm. ib. d. Br. an die 
Gal., Gott. 1859, p. 111) will have 3? %y explained. 
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apxynyov ths cwtnplas avtav: “it became God to make Hin, 
—as one who led many sons unto glory,—namely, the Beginner 
of their salvation, perfect through sufferings” (Primasius, Erasmus, 
Paraphr.; Estius, Heinrichs, Stuart, Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl, 
p. 321 f.; Ebrard, Nickel, in Reuter’s Revert. 1857, Oct. p. 20, 
and many others). Such construction is not indeed to be 
opposed, as Bohme and Bleek think, on the ground that the 
article tov could not in that case have been wanting also 
before 7roAXovs. On the contrary, either the addition or the 
omission of the article before oAXovs would be justified ; only 
a modification of the sense results from the choice of the one 
or the other course. If the article is placed, then tov woods 
viovs eis Sofav ayayovta and Tov apynyov THs oswrnplas 
avtTa@v are two parallel but co-ordinate utterances, in such 
wise that the second repeats the first only in more sharply- 
defined form of expression. In connection with the omission 
of the article, again, the first expression stands in the relation 
of subordination to the second, and is a preposed statement of 
the reason for the same. But what really decides against 
that view is—(1) That according to ver. 11 the believers are 
brethren of Christ, and sons of God; consequently zroAXods 
viovs es Soéav ayayovta would be unsuitable as an utterance 
with respect to Christ, while the interpretation of the uviovs as 
sons of God, adopted by Nickel, J.c., in connection with the 
referring of the dyaydvta to Christ, would be unnatural. 
(2) That, assuming the identity of the subject in dyayovra and 
apxnyov, both expressions would in effect’ cover each other, 
consequently become tautological. We must accordingly take, 
as the subject in modAovs viods eis SdEav ayayovta, God; in 
Tov apxynyov Ths owrnpias abtav, Christ. So Chrysostom, 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, Erasmus, Annott.; Luther, Vatablus, 
Calvin, Piscator, Grotius, Owen, Bengel, Bohme, Bleek, de 
Wette, Tholuck, Bisping, Delitzsch, Buttmann (Gramm. p. 262), 
Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 51 f), Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr. p. 581), Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Woerner, and 
many others. It cannot, however, be-urged against the referring 
of dyayovta to God (Carpzov, Michaelis, and others), that 
we have not, instead of the accusative ayayovra, the dative 
ayayovrt, which no doubt would have been more accurate on 


122, THE EPISTLE TO THE: HEBREWS. 


account of the preceding avr; since this very accusative is 
otherwise the general case of the subject grammatically con- 
strued with the accusative. Transitions to the latter, spite of 
a preceding dative, are accordingly nothing rare; comp. Acts 
xi. 12, xv. 22; Luke i. 74; Kihner, Gramm. II. p. 346 f,; 
Bernhardy, Syntaz, p. 367, fin. — ITodXovs] not equivalent to 
mavtas (Seb. Schmidt). ITodAovs renders prominent only the 
notion of multitude or plurality, quite apart from the question 
whether or not this plurality is to be thought of as the totality 
of mankind; comp. ix. 28; Rom. v. 15, vill. 29; Matt. xx. 28, 
xxvi, 28. — els S0£av] The So£a is not distinguished, as to the 
thing itself, from the cwtypia mentioned immediately after. 
The Messianic glory and blessedness is intended thereby. 
The word 6¢&a, however, was chosen in accordance with the 
words: d0&n Kal Timp eotepavwpévor, ver. 9, taken over from 
the psalm cited. — ayayovra] cannot signify: “since He would 
lead” (Bleek, Stengel, Bloomfield, and Bisping; after the 
precedent of Erasmus, Annott.; Piscator, Grotius, Owen, Seb. 
Schmidt, Limborch, Peirce, Starck, Wolf, Storr, Ernesti, Dindorf, 
Schulz, Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee). For the aorist has never a 
future sense. But neither is ayaydrra to be rendered by “ qui 
adduxerat,’ with the Vulgate, Estius, Hofmann (Schriftbew. 
II. 1, p. 39, 1 Aufl.; Komm. p. 121; differently Schriftbew. 
2 Aufl. p. 51), and others; in such wise that the thought 
were directed to the saints of the O. T., already led to glory. 
For the characterizing of Christ as the dpynyos tis cworTn- 
pias avra@y shows that the vio/, in whom was accomplished 
the eis dofav dyeocOat on the part of God, must already have 
been in communion with Christ,.—the communion with Christ 
was the conditioning cause of their attainment to the d0&a. 
According to Tholuck, who is followed by Moll, the participle 
aorist indicates, “as the nearer defining of the infinitive aorist 
Tedetaoat, the specific character of the same without respect 
to the relation of time.” But only the infinitive, not the 
particrple aorist is used non-temporally; and the “ specific 


* For the same reason have we to reject the kindred interpretation of Kurtz, 
who takes the dys eis d0%ay as preceding the reasiaous, and refers the viol to the 


believing contemporaries of Jesus, with the inclusion of the believers under the 
Old Covenant. 
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character” of reXev@oae cannot be expressed by ayayévra, for 
the reason that the personal objects of dyayovra and terevdcae 
are different. ayayovra can have no other meaning than: 
since He led, and is the indication of the cause from the stand- 
point of the writer. The participle aorist has its justification 
in the fact that, from the moment Christ appeared on earth as 
a redeemer, and found faith among men, God in reality was 
leading eis S0£ay those who believed, zc. caused them to walk 
in the way to the ddfa. For only this notion of title to the 
d0£a in reversion, not that of the actual possession of the same, 
can be meant ; inasmuch as the possession of the d0€a will 
only come in at the Parousia. The causal relation, however, 
of the participial clause: moAXovs viods eis Sd€av ayayovTa, to 
the main statement: émpere Tov apynydv Tis cwrTnpias adiTov 
dia TaOnpaTey TereLacat, and consequently the justification 
of the latter by the former, lies in the fact that the aroAAol 
viol, just because they were not angels but men, could only be 
redeemed in that Christ for them became man, and for them 
suffered and died; even as the author himself will more fully 
show, ver. 14 ff. Others find the causal relation by supplying, 
in thought, 6.4 ma@nudtwv to the first clause also. So Jac. 
Cappellus: “ quum tot filios suos per afflictiones consecrasset, 
afflictionum via perduxisset ad gloriam pater coelestis, decebat 
sane et aequum erat, ut principem salutis eorum eadem via 
perduceret ad coelestem gloriam.” In lke manner Grotius: 
“quia fieri non potest, ut qui se pietati dedunt, non multa 
mala patiantur...ideo Deus voluit ipsum auctorem saluti- 
ferae doctrinae non nisi per graves calamitates perducere ad 
statum illum perfectae beatitudinis.” But in this case the 
express addition of dua wa@nudrov in the first clause could 
not have been omitted. — tov apynyov] Comp. xii. 2; Acts 
iii, 15,v.31. Designation of the beginner, or first in a series, 
to which the further notion of author then easily attaches, so 
that the word is frequently used, as here, exactly in the sense 
of altos. Instances in Bleek, Abth. II. 1 Halfte, p. 302. — 
tereacat| to bring to perfection, to lead to the goal, does not 
here express “an inner moral perfection, which has as its 
consequence the attainment of the highest outward goal” (de 
Wette, Tholuck, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 343, 346 ; 
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and, long ago, Cameron), nor does it denote the close of the 
appointed course with which God has brought Jesus to the 
goal of that which He was to become, to the end of His earthly 
temporal existence (Hofmann) ; but resumes the notion of the 
So€y Kat tinh otepavodcbar, ver. 9, and is identical with 
this. 

Vv. 11-13. Elucidatory justification, in passing, of the 
expression voANovSs viovs, employed ver. 10; in proof of 
the brotherly relation existing between Christ and believers, 
already indicated by that expression. That this view as to 
the aim and signification of vv. 11-13 is the true one, is con- 
tested indeed by Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 366 f. 
(comp. also Kurtz, and Hofmann ad loc.). According to Riehm, 
vv. 11-13 are to be regarded not as mere accessory remarks, 
but as the first link in the proof for ver. 10, to which then 
ver. 14 f. attaches as second link; in such wise that only in 
the two thoughts together (vv. 11-13 and ver. 14 f.), not in 
ver. 14 by itself (see on the verses) alone, is a confirma- 
tion of ver. 10 to be found; and accordingly the (argumenta- 
tive, not explicative) ydp, ver. 11, belongs not merely to 
ver. 11. The following “chain of reasoning,’ namely, is 
supposed to shape the course of thought: “it became God, etc. 
For—(1) Christ is brother to the Christians; it is thus not 
unbecoming that He should have been made like them; and 
(2) He must be made like them, because His suffering and 
death were necessary, if they were to be saved.” The untenable 
character of this statement of the connection of thought, as 
made by Riehm, is, however, sufficiently apparent from the fact 
—apart from the consideration that the contents of vv. 11-13 
manifestly point back to the expression aroAAods viovs, ver. 10 
—that if the proof for the main thought of ver. 10 was 
designed in reality already to begin with vv. 11-13, it would 
surely not be the proposition: 7d 7s not unbecoming that Christ 
should be made like unto the Christians (of which there was 
no express mention so early as ver. 10), which must have 
been proved, but solely and simply the proposition: it is not 
unbecoming that God should have led Christ through suffering 
to perfection, in which the true central thought of ver. 10 is 
contained. But such proof is not given. — 6 te yap dyiatov 
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... mavtes] Now He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified 
(through Him, ze. through His atoning sacrificial death,’ comp. 
x. 10, 14, ix. 13 f, xiii. 12) all have their origin in One,—is 
a special statement concerning Christ and Christians. To 
take the words as a proposition of universal validity, the 
application of which to Christ and the Christians was left to 
the readers, wherein there is specially an underlying allusion 
to the O. T. high priest and those whose cleansing from sins 
he accomplished (Schlichting, Gerhard, Schottgen, ai.), is for- 
bidden by the connection with that which precedes and that 
which follows. —The present participles 6 dyafov xa oi 
dytatouevor are used substantively. Comp. Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 331 £. — é& évds mavres] sc. eioiv. évos is mascu- 
line. Wrongly is it by others taken as a neuter, in that they 
either supplement in thought: ozéppatos, or aipatos, or 
yévous (so Carpzov, Abresch, ai.), or else explain: ex communi 
massa (Jac. Cappellus, Akersloot), or “of one and the same 
nature” (Calvin, Cameron: ejusdem naturae et conditionis 
spiritualis ; Cornelius a Lapide, Owen, Whitby, Moses Stuart) ; 
for neither is the supplying of a substantive admissible, nor 
can éx, expressive as it is of the origin, be transformed into 
a declaration of nature and constitution. We have, however, 
to understand by évos, not Adam (Erasmus, Paraphr.; Beza, 
Estius, Justinian, Hunnius, Baumgarten, Zachariae, Bisping, 
Wieseler in the Publications of the University of Kiel, 1867, 
p- 26; Hofmann, Woerner) or Abraham (Drusius, Peirce, 
Bengel), but God. Yet the notion of fatherhood, which is in 
this way assigned to God, is not to be expounded in the 
universal sense, in such wise that God would be called Creator 
and Father in relation to Christians also, only in the same 
manner in which He is the Creator of every creature (so 
Chrysostom and the majority), but is to be referred specially 
to the fact that Christians are His spiritual children (Piscator, 

1 Delitzsch arbitrarily takes ayi@Zev, ver. 11, as synonymous with reac, 
ver. 10: ‘*In order to be crowned with d2%« xai cu Jesus must first be sancti- 
fied, or, as the author says, ver. 10, be made perfect through sufferings, 
inasmuch as the sufferings melted away that about Him which was not capable 
of exaltation, that He, Himself sanctified before, might be able to sanctify us, 


and so to raise us to like de.” Of a being sanctified, on the part of Christ, 
there is no mention made either here or anywhere else in the epistle. 
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Grotius, Limborch, Paulus, Bleek, Delitzsch, Alford, Moll). 
Comp. John viii. 47; 1 John iii. 10, iv. 6,v.19; 3 John 11. 
— rdytes] Peirce and Bengel would have taken with of 
ayiafopevot alone. The position of the word, however, renders 
this impossible. Rather does raves, after the close connec- 
tion between the dyidfov and the dyvafowevor has already 
been accentuated by means of the ré... «ad, still further lay 
stress upon the fact that they all, the Christians not less than 
Christ, are €& évés. — dv Hv aitiay] Wherefore. Comp. 2 Tim. 
i. 6,12; Tit.i.13. The same formula also not rarely with 
Philo. — ov« érracydveras] He (sc. 0 ayudfwv) is not ashamed. 
For Christ is the higher one. Comp. xi. 16.— .adrovs] sc. 
Tous aylalopévous. 

Vivi 12, 13. Documentary proofs from Scripture for the od« 
éravoxbveTat adedpors avtovs Karey, ver. 11. 

Ver. 12. First proof, taken from Ps. xxii. 23 (22). In its 
historic sense the citation has reference to the composer of the 
psalm himself, who in the deepest distress supplicates God for 
deliverance, and promises to praise Him for the deliverance 
granted. The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, on the 
other hand, interprets the psalm Messianically, and regards 
Christ as the subject speaking therein. — amayyedo] LXX.: 
ounynoopmar. 

Ver. 13. Second and third proofs, taken from Isa. viii. 
17, 18. The design of the author in dividing into two 
different citations, by means of cal waXsv, the words which 
stand together in the Hebrew and the LXX., is not to present 
the relation of community between Christ and the Christians 
on two different sides, in that, namely, it is indicated in his 
first passage how the incarnate Son of God descended to the 
standpoint of man; in the second, on the other hand, how 
redeemed men are raised by God to the standpoint of Christ 
(Kurtz),—all of which is subtle and far-fetched; but only to 
pile up the Scripture testimonies, inasmuch as the end of 
ver. 17, as well as the beginning of ver. 18, seemed to him to 
contain each in itself an independent means of evidence for 
that which he would make good. The words of the first proof 
passage: merovas écopar er’ avT@, are likewise found in the 
LXX, at 2 Sam. xxii. 3 and Isa. xii. 2. But that the author 
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was not thinking of one of these passages (according to Ebrard, 
of the first), but of Isa. viii. 17, is the more natural supposi- 
tion, because with the LXX. and in the original the words, 
which here, too, are first adduced (only in partially inverted 
order, and augmented by éyo): Kal remoWas écopat ex’ aita, 
immediately precede the directly following passage, taken from 
Isa. viii. 18. In their historic sense the words cited refer to 
the prophet and his sons, and, indeed, with the LXX., the 
idod . . . Geos is a further unfolding of the subject in écouan 
The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, however, regards 
the words as an utterance of Christ, led thereto, as Bleek 
rightly conjectures, by the xal épe?, interpolated by the LXX. 
before ver. 17, which seemed to indicate another subject than 
the prophet, since he spoke throughout the whole section in 
the first person; and other than God, since He is spoken of, by — 
virtue of ém’ air@, as the one in whom the speaker trusts. 
The demonstrative force of the words cited is found by our 
author in the fact that the person speaking, 7.e. Christ, places 
Himself, by means of the testifying of His confidence in God, 
upon the same level with other men;’ as also in that the 
author understands by the mavd/a, not the children of the 
speaker, but the children of God, the children whom God the 
Father has given to Christ. 

Vv. 14, 15. The author, after the subsidiary remarks, 
vv. 11-13, returns to the main thought of ver. 10, now 
further to develop the same. To lead Christ through suf- 
ferings to perfection, was a provision worthy of God. For 
it was necessary, if Christ was to be the Redeemer of sinful 
humanity. In order, however, to be able to take upon 
Himself sufferings and death, He must become man as other 
men, and place Himself upon one level with those to be 
redeemed. Comp. on ver. 14, Zyro in the Theol. Studd. wu. 
Kritt. 1864, H. 3, p. 516 ff.— ody] is the outward sign of 
that return to the main thought. Logically it belongs not to 
the protasis, with which it is grammatically connected, but to 
the main thesis: cal avros mapatAnolas pwetécyev KT. An 

1Theophylact : xa) 3% rodrov dsixvvow, Ba1 evbpumes xul adenQos huay yiyorer, 
Brmep yap txurres trav kvbporwr, orm nai airds atioobey ie” abra, rouricrs oo 
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attachment of ver. 14 to ver. 13, therefore, is effected only in 
so far as Ta madta, ver. 13, has given occasion for the 
resuming of this word in the first clause of ver. 14. Ina 
strangely perverted fashion Heinrichs (comp. also Valckenaer): 
“Quod si homo fuit Christus, infans quoque primo fuerit 
omnemque in nativitate sua humanam naturam induerit 
necesse est.” — xexorvovnxev] here, as often in the case of 
the classics, combined with the genitive ; whereas elsewhere 
in the N. T. the dative is used with cowawveiy (Rom. xv. 27 ; 
1 Tim. v. 22; 1 Pet. iv. 13, al). The persons with whom 


* the communion or the common participation takes place are 


not the parents (Valckenaer, who supplies yovedor), but the 
children themselves. One racdiov with the other, one as well 
as the other, has part in blood and flesh, or possesses the 
same. The wperfect, however, indicates the constant and 
definitive character of the order of nature, as this has always 
prevailed already, and still continues to assert its sway. — 
aipatos Kat capkos] The same succession of words, also 
Eph. vi. 12. Otherwise more ordinarily: cap& kal aiua. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xv..50; Gal. iL 16; Matt. xvi. 17; Ecclus. 
xiv. 18, xvii. 31. atwa nat odp€&, the two main con- 
stituents of the sensuously perceptible outward nature of 
man, — TapaTAnolws] is not: “equally” (Bleek, Bloomfield, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Grimm in the Theol. Literaturbl. to the 
Darmstadt A. K. Z. 1857, No. 29, p. 663; Hofmann, 
Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 57, 2 Aufl; Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr. p. 313 f.; Maier), or: “likewise” (de Wette),—a 
signification which is linguistically undemonstrable,— but : 
ina manner very closely resembling. It expresses the resem- 
blance with the accessory notion of the diversity; in such 
wise that the author characterizes the human form of Christ’s 
existence, in all its correspondence with the form of existence 
of other men, as still different from the latter (Cameron, 
Owen, Akersloot, Cramer, Bohme, Zyro, Moll, Woerner). 
And rightly so. For Christ was no ordinary man, but the 
incarnate Son of God. He was distinguished from His human 
brethren by His sinlessness (comp. iv. 15). As therefore 
Paul, Phil. i, 7 (and similarly Rom. viii. 3), speaks of the 
incarnate Christ not as dvOowmos yevomevos, but as év 
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OmotmpaTte avOpm@Twy yevouevos, even so the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews also here places not é& fcov, but 
TapamrAnolws petéecyey THY attav. Comp. also bev 
Operev Kata tavta Tois adedpois OporwO Hvar, ver. 17. 
—petécyev] The aorist. For the incarnation and the 
earthly course of Christ is a fact already belonging to the 
purely past; now Christ is already the glorified Son of God. 
— Tov aitay] sc. aiwatos Kal capkds. Erroneously, because 
without taking into account the reference imperatively 
required by the former clause, Bengel: eadem, quae fratribus 
accidunt, sanguine et carne laborantibus, ne morte quidem 
excepta. — dua tod Oavarov] by means of death, the enduring 
of which first became possible by the taking upon Him of 
flesh and blood. Bengel: 8a rod @avdrov Paradoxon. Jesus 
mortem passus vicit; diabolus mortem vibrans succubuit. — 
The placing of the characteristic rov TO kpadtos éyovta 
Tod Gavarov before tov dcdéBoroyv is chosen, in order to 
gain a marked contrast to the preceding sa tod Oavdrov. — 
A ruler’s power over death,’ however, is possessed by the devil, 
inasmuch as by the enticement of the devil sin came into the 
world of men, and sin brings about death for man. Comp. 
Wisd. ii. 24: POdvw dé SiaBorov Oavaros cioHrAOev eis Tov 
Kkocpwov; Rom. v. 12. 

Ver. 15, Kai] consecutive: and in consequence thereof. — 
aranraén| stands absolutely: might set free, deliver. Without 
warrant do Grotius, Wolf, and others supplement tod péd8ov 
or Tod poBov Gavarov.— Tovrovs] does not go back to ra 
mavdia (Bohme, Kuinoel), but serves for the bringing into 
relief of the following éco, and rovrovs dco KX. iS a 
periphrasis of the unredeemed humanity; the thought is not 
merely of the Israelites (Akersloot, Rambach, Braun, Woerner), 
and still less merely of the Gentiles (Peirce). — $ofo 
Gavarov] out of fear of death, causal definition to dua mavTds 
tod Civ évoxor oav Sovdelas. — dua Tavtos =ToD Ch] 
throughout the whole life. The infinitive is employed, by 
virtue of the addition zavrds, entirely as a substantive (da 


1 Over-refinedly does Ebrard take +) xpéros absolutely, and rod bavarou as 
genitivus subjectivus: ‘‘him who holds in his hands the power which death 
exerts over us,” 
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maons HS Cons). This practice is more rare than the 
coupling of the infinitive with the mere preposition and 
article. Yet this very infinitive jv is found exactly so used, 
as Bleek remarks, with Aesch. Dial. iii. 4 (@omep eis érepov 
fiv émOavotpevos); Ignat. Hp. ad Trail. 9 (ob xwpis 0 
arnOwov bhv odk exopev), ad Ephes. 3 (Kai yap “Incods 
Xpictds 7d adidxpstov Hyav Chv).— evoxyor joav Sovreias] 
belongs together; were held in bondage, had become subject to 
bondage. We have not to construe évoyou joav with obo 
Oavatov, and SovAelas with amaddd—n (Abresch, Dindorf, 
Bohme). For against this the position of the words is 
decisive. On the thought, comp. Rom. viii. 15. 

Ver. 16. The necessity for the assumption of flesh and 
blood on the part of the Redeemer is more fully brought to 
light by means of an establishing of the characteristic todTous 
dco x.T.r., ver. 15, This assumption was necessary, since the 
object of this redemption was confessedly not angels, 2.c. beings 
of a purely spiritual nature, but descendants of Abraham, i.e. 
beings of flesh and blood.— od Sov] or 6% zrov, as it is 
more correctly written, does not signify: “nowhere” (Luther, 
Zeger, Calvin, Schlichting, Limborch, Bisping, al.; Vulg.:: 
nusquam), in such wise that vov should be referred to a 
passage in the O. T., and the sense would result: nowhere in 
the O. T. is it spoken of, that, etc.’ — For such reference must 
at least have been indicated by the context, which is not the 
case. 47 wou stands rather, according to purely classical 
usage (in the N. T., for the rest, it is found only here; with 
the LXX. not at all), to denote, in ironical form of expression, 
the presupposition that the statement to be expressed is a 
truth raised above all doubt, which must be conceded by 
every one. It corresponds to our “assuredly,” “surely” 
(doch wohl), “I should think,” to the Latin “opinor.” Comp. 
Hartung, Partikellehre, I. p. 285 ; Klotz, ad Devar. p. 427. — 
evap PadverOat tuvos| to take a helping interest in any one 
(comp. Ecclus. iv. 11), here to deliver him from the guilt and 
punishment of sin (comp. dzaddd&y, ver. 15; and els ro 


1 Ebrard still finds in ver. 16 a proof from the O. T. Only he supposes the 
author did not here feel it needful to cite a single passage, but that it sufficed 
to remind of a universally acknowledged fact of the O. T.! 
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iNaoKker Gas Tas dwaptias Tod daod, ver. 17; wrongly, because 
TovTous dco x.T.r., ver. 15, stands not in reciprocal relation 
with émidapBaveras, but with the antithesis ovd« dryyérov 
adda orréppatos “ABpadp, ver. 16; Hofmann, Schrifibew. II. 1, 
p. 59, 2 Aufl.: “in order that the fear of death might not in 
our life terrify and enslave us”). The present, since the 
emthapPSdveoPas is something still continuing. ‘The interpre- 
tation of Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, 
Erasmus, Luther, Clarius, Vatablus, Zeger, Calvin, Beza, 
Calov, Wolf, and many others: not angels, but the seed of 
Abraham, that is to say: not the nature of angels, but the, 
nature of the seed of Abraham did Christ asswme, has fallen 
into deserved disrepute;+ only Castellio, however, first 
perceived its grammatical impossibility. The proposal of 
Schulz to supply 6 @avaros from vv. 14, 15 as the subject 
to émiapPRavetar: “for certainly he (death, or the lord of 
death) does not lay hold of, or carry off, angels, but the posterity 
of Abraham does he lay hold of,’ is indeed grammatically 
permissible ; logically, however, it does not commend itself, 
inasmuch as ver. 17 stands in close connection with ver. 16, 
but at ver. 17, as vv. 14, 15, the subject again is naturally 
Christ. — ayyéXov] without article, like the following o7ép- 
patos “ABpadap, generically. The author here excludes the 
angels from the province of the redemption which takes place 
through Christ. He is thus brought into contradiction with 
the teaching of Paul (comp. Col. i. 20)—a. position which is 
wrongly denied by Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 59f.; Delitzsch, 
and Moll; by the first-named upon the untenable ground that 
“the design in this connection was not to say whom Jesus 
helps and whom He does not help, but what He is for those 
with whom He concerns Himself, for whom He exerts Him- 
self!” — o7épyatos “ABpadu] does not denote mankind in 
general (Bengel, Boéhme, Klee, Stein, Wieseler, Chronologie 
des apostol. Zeitalters, p. 491 f, al.), in such wise that the 
expression should be taken in the spiritual sense, or “the 
congregation of God, reaching over from the O. T. into the 
N. T., which goes back to Abraham’s call and obedience of 
faith for its fundamental beginning, Israel and the believers 
1 M‘Caul alone hag espoused it afresh, 
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out of all mankind, the whole good olive tree, which has the 
patriarchs as its sacred root, Gal. iii. 29 ; Rom. iv. 16, XLMLO* 
(Delitzsch, Hofmann, II. 1, p. 60, 2 Aufl.; Kluge, Kurtz), 
which must have been introduced and made manifest by 
the context; but the Jewish people (comp. Tod aod, ver. 17 ; 
Tov Aaov, xiii. 12). For Apollos, who (according to sec. 1 
of the Introduction) is to be regarded as the author of the 
epistle, the conviction of the universality of Christianity 
must, it is true, have been not less firmly established than for 
Paul himself. He has mentioned, however, in place of the 
genus—ie. in place of mankind in general—only a species of 
this genus, namely, Jewish humanity; just because he had 
only to do with born Jews as the readers of his epistle. 
Grotius: Hebraeis scribens satis habet de illis loqui; de 
gentibus alibi loquendi locus. Rightly at the same time 
does de Wette remark that Paul, even under a precisely 
identical state of the case, would hardly have expressed him- 
self as is here done. Comp. also Reuss (Wowvelle Revue de 
Théologre, vol. V., Strasb. et Paris 1860, p. 208): “Nous 
doutons, que Paul ett pu traiter un pareil sujet en s’imposant 
un silence absolu sur un principe, qui était, & vrai dire, le 
centre de son activité apostolique.” 

Ver. 17. Inference from ver. 16, and consequently a revert- 
ing to the main statement in ver. 14.— é@ev] wherefore, sc. 
on account of the essential constitution of those to be redeemed, 
as indicated in ver.16. The particle 6@ev is of very frequent 
occurrence in the Epistle to the Hebrews (comp. iii. 1, vii. 25, 
vill. 3, ix. 18, xi. 19). In Paul’s writings, on the other hand, 
it is nowhere met with. — ddevrev] He ought. Expression, 
not of the necessity founded in the decree of God (cf. ee, 
Luke xxiv. 26), but of that founded in the nature of the case 
itself, comp. v. 3, 12.— «ata wavta] in all respects, Chry- 
sostom: Tf éote Kata mavta; éréxOn, dyno, érpadn, nvEnOn, 
évabe mavta dep exphv, Tédos aréOavev. Theodoret : “Opolws 
yap hwiv Kal tpophs wetéraBe Kal movov tréuewve kal HOdIpnoe 
kal éddxpuce Kal Oavatov Katedé£ato. — opovwOjvat] is not: 
“to be made the same or equal” (Bleek, de Wette, Ebrard, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p.. 330¥ 
Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, al.), but expresses, as always, the 
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notion of resemblance. Christ was in all things similar to 
men, His brethren, inasmuch as He had assumed a truly 
human nature; He was distinguished from them, however, by 
His absolute sinlessness. Comp. iv. 15.— érejpor] merciful, 
full of compassion for the sufferings of the ddeAdo/, may be 
taken by itself (Luther, Grotius, Bohme, Bleek, Stein, de Wette, 
Tholuck, Woerner [after Peshito, Arabic, and Ethiopic versions]), 
but also as mueT0s, may be taken with apyvepeds (Owen, Bengel 
Cramer, Storr, Stuart, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Riehm, p. 330 ; Alford, 
Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Hofmann). In the former case, which, on 
account of the position of the words, seems more natural, caé 
denotes “and in consequence thereof,” so that éXenpov indi- 
cates the quality, the possession of which fits him to become 
a TLITOS apyLepevs. — TLaTds] faithful, so fulfilling His high- 
priestly office as to satisfy the requirements of those to be 
reconciled. — ta mpos tov Bedv] with regard to the affairs of 
God, or: with regard to the cause of God. Comp. v. 1; Rom. 
xv. 17. — thdoxec Gar] middle voice. — tod Aaod] of the people 
(of Israel, xiii, 12), see on ver. 16.— The idea of the high- 
priesthood of Christ here first comes out in this epistle. From 
iv. 14 onwards it is unfolded in detail. It is disputed, how- 
ever, at what point our author thought of the high-priestly 
office of Christ as beginning, whether even on earth, with His 
death on the cross (so Cramer, Winzer, de sacerdotis officio, quod 
Christo tribuitur in ep. ad Hebr., Lips. 1825, Comment. I. 
p- vi. sq.; de Wette, Delitzsch, Alford, and others), or only 
after the return to the Father ; in such wise that, according to 
the view of the author, the offering of His own body upon the 
earth, and the entering with His own blood into the heavenly 
sanctuary, is to be regarded only as the inauguration of Christ 
to His high- priestly dignity, this dignity itself, however, 
beginning only with the moment when Christ, in accordance 
with Ps. cx. 1, sat down at the right hand of God the Father, 
Heb. viii. 1 (so Bleek and Kurtz, after the precedent of Faustus 
Socinus, Schlichting [Whitby], Griesbach, Opusc. II. p: 486 sq. ; 
Schulz, p. 83 f., and others). It is certainly undeniable that 
the author in the course of his epistle very strongly accentuates 
the high-priesthood of Christ (comp. v. 9 f., vi. 19 f, vil, 24-26, 
vili, 4,ix. 24), But the polemic against readers who thought 
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they could not dispense with the ritual of the Jewish sacrifice 
of atonement for the attainment of salvation, naturally led him 
to insist with emphasis on the superiority of Christ as the 
heavenly High Priest over the Jewish high priests as the merely 
earthly ones. Since now, on the other side, it is equally 
undeniable that the author places the voluntary sacrificial 
death of Christ, and the entering with His blood into the 
heavenly Holy of Holies,—as the two inseparable acts of the 
same proceeding,—in parallel with the slaying of the sacrificial 
victim, and the entering of the earthly high priest with the 
sacrificial blood into the earthly Holy of Holies, and looks 
upon the sins of men as completely expiated by the sacrificial 
death of Christ itself (comp. ii. 14 f, vii. 27, ix. 11-14, 26, 
29, x. 10, 12, 14, xii. 12), there can be no room for doubt, 
that according to the mind of our author the investiture of 
Christ with the high-priestly dignity had already begun on 
earth, from the time of His death; and the representation of 
mankind in the presence of God is to be thought of as the 
continued administration of the high-priestly office already 
entered upon. Soin substance also Riehm (comp. the detailed 
discussion by this writer, Lehrbegr. des Hebrderbr. p. 466--481) ; 
although it is certainly not in accordance with the view of 
the writer of the epistle, when Riehm afterwards (like Hof- 
mann, Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 63 f., 2 Aufl.) supposes a distinction 
is to be made between Christ as High Priest and Christ as 
| High Priest after the manner of Melchisedec, in that he repre- 
\sents Christ as having become the former by virtue of that 
which He did during the days of His flesh, as well as on His 
entrance into the heavenly Holy of Holies, and the latter only 
by virtue of His exaltation to God, where He ever liveth to 
make intercession for us. 

Ver. 18. Elucidatory justification of wa édAenpov yevnrac 
«.7.r., and by means thereof corroborative conclusion to the 
last main assertion: @perev Kata TavtTa Tots adeAots Oporw- 
Ojvar. Christ, namely, became qualified for having com- 
passion and rendering help, inasmuch as He experienced in 
His own person the temptations, the burden of which pressed 
upon the brethren He came to redeem. Comp. iv. 15,16 — 
év ] equivalent to év tovrw 6re (comp. John xvi. 30: é» 
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Tovt@, propter hoc), literally: upon the ground of (the fact) 
that, in that, ie. inasmuch as, or because. Comp. Bernhardy, 
Syntax, p. 211; Fritzsche on Rom. viii. 3, p. 98. The inter- 
pretation “ wherein,” or “in which province” (Luther, Casau- 
bon, Valckenaer, Fritzsche, lc. p. 94, note; Ebrard, Bisping 
JXurtz, Woerner, and others), with which construction an év 
TovT@ corresponding to the év @ has to be supplied before 
Stvarat, and év @ itself is connected with wéovOev or with 
metpac Gels, or else by the resolving of the participle into the 
tempus finitwm is connected in like measure with both verbs, 
is to be rejected ; not, indeed, because in that case the aorist 
érafev must have been employed (Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 
p- 392, 2 Aufi.), nor because the plural év ofs must have been 
placed (Hofmann, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 320, note)—for only slight modifications of the sense would 
result in this way, the substance of the statement itself 
remaining untouched,—but in reality for the reason that the 
thought thus resulting would be unsuitable. For Christ’s 
capacity for conferrmg sympathy and help would then be 
restricted within the too narrow bounds of like conditions of 
suffering and temptations in the case of Himself and His 
earthly brethren. Bleek, too, understands é€v @ in the ordi- 
nary signification: “wherein,” but then—after the example 
of Chr. Fr. Schmid—takes the words év 6 srézrov@ev as a kind 
of adverbial nearer defining to avros mespacGels: “ Himself 
tempted in that which He suffered,” 7c. Himself tempted in 
the midst of His sufferings. So likewise more recently 
Alford: “for, having been Himself tempted in that which 
He suffered.” Against this, however, the violence of the 
linguistic expression is decisive, since qespacOels yap adres év 
Tois Ta0nwacww, or something similar, would have been much 
more simply and naturally written. — The emphasis rests not 
upon 7rémovOev (Hofmann), but upon adros wespac ets, in- 
asmuch as not the mdcyew in and of itself, but the maoyew 
in a definite state, is to be brought into relief: because He 
Himself suffered as one tempted, i.e. because His suffering was 
combined with temptations. avros seipacGeis, however, was 
designedly placed at the end, in order to gain thereby a marked 
correspondence to the following tots wecpafopevois. — divarac] 
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not a note of the inclination (Grotius: potest auxiliari pro 
potest movert ad auaxiliandwm, and similarly many others), but 
of the possibility. — tots tetpafouévous] a characteristic of 
Tois adergois, ver. 17. The participle present, since the state 
of temptation of the human brethren is one still continuing. — 
BonOjca] to come to the help, sc. in that He entirely fills with 
His Spirit the suffering ones, whose necessities He has become 
acquainted with as a result of His own experience. 
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VeR. 1. "Ijo0dv] Recepta: Xpioriy "Inoodv. Rightly rejected by 
Griesb. Lachm. Bleek, Scholz, de Wette, Tisch. Alford, al. For 
against it stands the preponderating authority of A B C* D* M 
8, 17, 34, al., many vss. and Greek as well as Latin Fathers, and 
not less the usus loquendi of the epistle, since Xpiorig ’Inoods is 
found nowhere else therein, "Incods Xpiorés only [vi. 20, with D* 
E* It.] x. 10, xiii. 8 [20, with D* 17, al.], 21; quite commonly, 
on the other hand, the simple ’Ijoot¢ (ii. 9, iv. 14, vi. 20, vii. 22, 
x. 19, xii. 2, 24, xiii. 12, 20) or the simple Xpiorés (ili. 6, 14, 
v. 5, vi. 1, ix. 11,14, 24, 28, xi. 26).— Ver. 2. 2v baw rH ofmw 
ayrod| Instead thereof, Tisch. 1 and 2 reads merely 2y r@ ofzw 
airov. But for the deletion of éAw the authority of B, Sahid. 
Erp. Ambr. does not suffice. 6aw is defended not only by A C 
DEK LMvs, Vulg. a/., but also by the consideration that it 
forms a constituent part of the passage Num. xi. 7, to which 
the writer has respect, and the complete formula é é2.w r& o/xw 
avrod 1s, on account of its repetition in ver. 5, already presup- 
posed for ver. 2.— Ver. 3. oiros éd&n¢] Elz. Matthaei, Bloom- 
field: d6&4¢ otros. Against ABC DE ¥, 37, 47, al., It. Chrys. 
Transposition for bringing into marked relief the opposition 
cures sup Muwio7jy.— Ver. 4. In place of the Recepta ra ravra, 
Lachm. Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. read only +dévra. To be pre- 
ferred, not merely on account of the strong attestation by A B 
C* D* E* K Mx, al. mult., Chrys. ms., but also because the 
notion of the universe, which r2 7éyrx would contain, does not 
suit the connection. — Ver. 6. In place of édév~ep, Lachm. (this 
editor, however, only in the edit. stereot.; in the larger edition 
he adds zep in brackets) and Tisch. have adopted, after B D* 
E* M x* 17, the mere é¢». The author, however, is fond of the 
fuller édvxep (comp. ver. 14, vi. 3), and here it has preponderat- 
ing testimonies (A C D*** E** K L x*** Lucif. Cal.) in its 
favour. — yaixpe réroug PeBaiay xarcoyuuev| Instead of this, 
Tisch. 2 and 7 reads merely zaréoywuev, But, for the omission 
of the words péyp: réroug B8aiav (already condemned by Mill, 
Prolegg. 1208, and more recently by Delitzsch and Alford), the 
authority of B, Aeth. Lucif. Ambr. does not suffice; and asa 
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gloss from ver. 14 they can hardly be regarded, inasmuch as, 
with regard to the object the author has in view, they are just 
as little without significance here as there. See, moreover, the 
observations of Reiche, p. 19 sq.— Ver. 9. Elz. Matthaei, 
Scholz, Bloomf. have éreipacdky we of tarépes vuGy, S00ximacks 
ws. Defended also by Reiche. But the only accredited read- 
ing is éreipacuy of waurépes bmtiv gy doxsmacig. Already 
preferred by Griesbach. Adopted by Lachm. Bleek, de Wette, 
Tisch. Alford, al. éaefpacay, in place of éasipacay ms, 18 
demanded by A B C D* E* 8* 17, It. Copt. Lucif.; éy doxsmacsa 
in ;place of gdox/waccy we, by A BC D* E Mx* 73, ison 
Copt. Lucif. Clem. Al. protrept. c. 9, § 84, Didym. — Ver. 10. 
Elz. Matthaei, Scholz, Bloomf. Reiche: +7 yeve@ éxeivn. More 
correctly, after A°B D* M8, 6, 17, al., Vulg. Clem. Did. Bengel, 
Bohme, Lachm. Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. Alford (recommended 
also by Griesb.): +4 yeved radry. Deviating from the LXX., 
the author chose satrz, in order to make the bearing of the 
passage upon the readers the more palpable. — Ver. 13. The 
Receptu ris 2& sway (adopted by Tisch. 8) is, with Griesb. 
Lachm. Bleek, Scholz, Bloomf. Tisch. 1, 2,7, Alford, al., to be 
transposed into ¢% way rss, in accordance with BD EK L, 
46, 48, Theodoret, Damasc. a/. By means of the transposition, 
the person of the readers, in opposition to the fathers in the 
wilderness, comes out more emphatically, and more in accord- 
ance with the context.— Ver. 14. Elz. Matthaei, Bloomf.: 
yeyovawer rou Xpsorov| But the important attestation by A B 
CDEH Mx 387, al., Vulg. Clar. Germ. Cyr. Damasce. Lucif. 
Hilar. Hier. Ambr. Vigil. Taps. decides in favour of the order of 
the words rod Xpiorot yeydvamev; accepted by Griesb. Lachm. 
Bleek, Scholz, Tisch. Alford, a. 


Vv. 1-6. Even above Moses is Christ exalted. By so much 
higher than Moses does He stand, as the son exercising 
authority over his own house has precedence over the servant 
of the house. This new dogmatic consideration, to which the 
discourse now advances, was indeed already contained implicite 
as the minus, in the preceding argument as the majus ; it must, 
however, still be separately insisted on, inasmuch as, in addi- 
tion to the angels as the suprahuman agents (Vermitiler) in 
connection with the founding of the Old Covenant, Moses, as 
the human agent (Vermittler) in the founding of the same, 
could not remain unmentioned. Appropriately to the subject, 
however, the author treats of this new point of comparison 
only with brevity, blending the same with the exhortation, 
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derived from that which precedes, to cleave firmly unto the 
end to Christ and the Christian hope; and then, from ver. 7 
forward, further developing this exhortation in detail,—in the 
form of a parallel instituted between the people of God of the 
present time, ze. the Christians, and the people of God of 
Moses’ time;—in their interest, with even a warning impres- 
siveness. 

On vv. 1—6, comp. Carl Wilh. Otto, der Apostel und Hohe- 
pruester unsres Bekenntnisses. An Exegetical Study on Heb. 
ii. 1-6, Leipz. 1861, 8vo. 

Ver. 1. “Oev] refers back to the total characterization of 
Christ given. in chaps. i. ii. Wherefore, ie. seeing that it 
stands in such wise with Christ, His nature and disposition. 
As regards its contents, 6@ev is unfolded by the tov dmrdctoXov 
kal apxvepéa THs Oporoylas 7uov immediately following, inas- 
much as by these designations the preceding total-characteriza- 
tion of Christ is recapitulated in its two main features (vid. 
infra). For if the author says: “ Therefore regard well Jesus, 
the dméctodos Kat apysepeds TAS oporoyias Hudv!” that is 
only a Greek form of expression for the thought: “ Therefore, 
because Jesus is the drdcroAos Kal dpytepeds THs oporoylas 
jpav, regard Him well!” — aderdpoi aytor] belongs together. 


1 This writer finds (comp. p. 96), by dint of a long extended chain of arbitrary 
assertions.and erroneous presuppositions, the absolutely impossible sense in the 
words: ‘‘(Ver. 1) From this (ii. 10-18), beloved brethren, who, delivered from 
death, are presented a sacrifice to God, and have your right of citizenship in 
heaven, perceive that the Ambassador and High Priest, who in His own person 
has borne our confession to the heavenly goal, and as mediator continually 
introduces into heaven, namely Jesus (ver. 2), is one entrusted (an organ of con- 
fidence) of Him who made Him (such), i.e. (comp. p. 65) called Him into exist- 
ence as Jesus, as was also Moses in the house of God, z.e. in the limitation and 
subordination, as this was presupposed by his position im the house of God. 
(Ver. 3) For (comp. p. 87) greater glory (i.e. higher position of power) has been 
vouchsafed to this man than to Moses, in which measure, as the house (se. of 
God), so has He who has fitted it up, greater honour (sic/). (Ver. 4) For every 
house is fitted up by some one (but to correspond to all its requirements, no one 
is able); He, however, who has fitted it up with all things (sc. as Jesus the 
house of God, for time and eternity) is omnipotent, is of divine nature. (Ver. 5) 
And Moses, indeed, was trustworthy in all his house, as a servant, to testify 
what was to be revealed (ver. 6) ; Jesus, however, as the Christ (comp. p. 90), 
trustworthy as Son (sc. of God) over His (sc. God’s) house. Whose (sc. God’s) 
house we are and remain, if at any rate we retain the joyfulness and boasting of 
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With Michaelis, to separate the two words from each other by 
a comma, would be permissible only if by the isolation thereof 
a gradation were ebtained. But this is not the case; since 
then only two relations parallel to each other, namely, on the 
one side the relation of the readers to the author (dded¢go2), 
and on the other side their relation to the non-Christian 
world (ayvot), would be rendered separately prominent. — 
adergol] designates the readers not as brethren of Christ (so 
with an unwarranted appeal to ii. 11, 12, 17, Peirce, 
Michaelis, Carpzov, Pyle; comp. also Delitzsch, according to 
whom this is at least also to be thought of), nor does it express 
the brotherly relation in the national sense, 2c. the descent 
from the Jewish people common to the author and readers 
(Chr. Fr. Schmid), but has reference to the spiritual, ideal 
brotherly relationship, into which author and recipients of the 
letter have been brought towards each other by the common 
bond of Christianity. — xAjcews érovpaviov pétoxor] ye who 
are partakers of a heavenly calling. This second direct 
address—to which Grotius needlessly supplies “ nobiscum ”— 
strengthens the former, and the two forms of address explain 
the ground of the obligation to the xatavoeiv, by pointing to 
the reader’s state of grace. «dors stands actively. It 
denotes the call or invitation, which God’ has by Christ given 
to the readers, to participation in the Messianic kingdom. 
This calling, however, is termed ésrouvpdvios, either because 
the blessings, the possession of which it promises, are existent 
_in heaven and of heavenly nature (Grotius, a/.), or, what is 
more probable, because they have come to men from heaven 
[so Owen], where God their supreme author has His throne, 
and whence Christ their proclaimer and procurer (Vermittler) 
was sent forth. It is possible, however, that both references 
are to be combined: “a calling which proceeds from heaven 
and leads to heaven.” So Bengel, Tholuck, Stuart, Ebrard, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrdcrbr. p. 693 ; 
Alford, Maier, Kurtz, and others. — catavoncate] direct your 
view to Jesus, sc. in order to cleave firmly to Him; regard well 
what He is and what you have in Him!— tov amoctodov 


? For God, as everywhere with Paul also, not Christ, as Delitzsch supposes, is 
thought of as the x«2.a». 
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Kal apxlepéa THY Omoroylas juav] the Envoy and High Priest 
of our confession, is comprehended into a unity of idea by 
the article tov only once placed (“ Him who is dréctonos 
and apyvepevs in one person”), in connection with which rijs 
oporoyias joy is then also most naturally referred in equal 
degree to both substantives. 1s owodoylas juav, however, 
is not to be resolved into dv oporoyodmev (Luther, Cameron, 
Calov, Wolf, de Wette, Maier, and others ; similarly Delitzsch: 
“who is the subject-matter of our confession;” and Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 427 f.: “who appertains to our 
confession”), but stands, like aiotis, Gal. i. 23, and édris, 
Col. i 5, objectively: of our Christian confession (of our evan- 
gelical faith). “Comp. iv. 14, x. 23; 2 Cor. ix. 13; 1 Tim. 
vi. 12, 13. [So Calvin, Piscator, Owen (with hesitation), 
Stuart.| The opposition is to the pre-Christian or Mosaic 
confession, without, however, the emphasis, as Kurtz supposes, 
falling upon 7u@v, which is forbidden by the position of the 
words: The deputed One (sc. of God) for our confession, %.e. sent 
by God (comp. Gal. iv. 4; Matt. x. 40, al.) in order to bring 
about our confession or Christian faith. The signification 
“ mediator,” which Tholuck attaches to the word dmoatonos, 
after the example of Braun and others, appealing in favour 
thereof to the authority of Rabbinico-talmudic usage, the 
latter never has. The notion of mediator follows, alike for 
amoatonov as also for dpyepéa, only from the context. By 
amooToxXop, namely, is referred back to the main thought of 
the last and highest divine revelation (the Aaneiv), contained 
in Christ, of which the writer has treated 1. 1-11. 4; by 
apxvepéa, to the main thought of the reconciliation of sinful 
humanity to God by Christ, then further treated in the second 
chapter. Aptly, therefore, does Bengel distinguish dmrocroXoy 
and apysepéa as “eum, qui Det causam apud nos agit” and 
“qui nostram causam apud Deum agit.” 

Ver. 2. The discourse takes a turn, by virtue of a further 
alleging of reasons for the xatavoycare, to the comparison of 
Jesus with Moses, in that first of all the relation of parity 
between the two is brought prominently forward. The O. T. 
passage which the author ens has under consideration is Num. 
xii. 7, where Moses is designated by God as faithful in all His 
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house. — évta] characterizes the being faithful as an enherent 
property ; the sense of a strict present is not to be asserted 
for the participle (with Seb. Schmidt and Bleek), according to 
which we should have to think only of an exalted Christ; 
rather does meotov dvta attach itself as well to the notion 
"Incody tiv dToaTONOY Ths Opmorayias juav as to the notion 
Inoobv tiv apxrepéa Ths oporoylas yuav; dvta embraces, 
therefore, equally the time from which Christ, as the incarnate 
Son of God, had appeared upon earth, and the time from which 
He, invested with the high-priestly dignity, has returned to 
the Father, and now continues to fulfil in heaven His high- 
priestly office. —7@ moujcavte avtév] Periphrasis of God : 
Him who created Him. Only this sense of the. calling forth 
into existence can the word zovety have when placed absolutely ; 
comp. LXX, Isa. xvii. 7, xliii, 1, li: 13; Hos. viii. 14; Job 
xxxv. 10; Ps. xev. 6, cxlix. 2; Ecclus. vii. 30, al. Rightly 
is this accepted by the early Latin translation of the codd. D E 
(fidelem esse creatori suo), Ambrose (de fide, 3. 11), Vigilius 
Tapsensis (contra Varimadum, p. 729), Primasius, Schulz, 
Bleek, Alford, Kurtz, and Hofmann. Contrary to linguistic 
usage—for an appeal cannot be made to 1 Sam. xii. 6 (where 
joy (MYY) has its ordinary signification), and still less to 
Mark iii. 14 (where a nearer defining is given to the verb 
by means of fa «.7.2.), or to Acts ii, 36 (where a double 
accusative is found)—do Chrysostom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, 
Theophylact, Vatablus, Clarius [Calvin], Cameron, Piscator, 
Grotius, Owen, Wolf, Bengel, Bohme, Kuinoel, de Wette, 
Stengel, Tholuck, Stuart, Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm 
(Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 286 f.), Reuss, Maier, Kluge, Moll, 
M‘Caul, Woerner, and the majority, interpret 7@ moujoarte 
either by: who appointed Him thereto (sc. Apostle and High 
Priest), or ordained Him thereto; or—what amounts to the 
same thing—explaining the supplementing of a second accusa- 
tive to owjoayts as unnecessary, by: who set Him forth upon 
the stage of history. Whether, for the rest, the author referred 
the notion of having created to the incarnation of Christ, as 
the above-mentioned early ecclesiastical writers suppose, or to 
His premundane generation as the First-born (cf. i. 5, 6), which 
Bleck rightly regards as at least possible, cannot be deter- 
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mined.’ — os cal Moiiojs] sc. ructos hv 76 Tomoavrs adréy, 
— & Ow Te oikw abtod] does not belong to mucrdy dvra 
TO Toujoavts avtov, in such wise that we have, with Calvin, 
Paulus, Bleek, Ebrard, and Hofmann, to enclose as Kai Moiafs 
within commas, but is to be comprehended with os cat Maicfs 
(de Wette, Kurtz, and the majority). For not only, Num. 
xii. 7, do the words appended: év 6\o 70 olkw adtod, stand in 
special relation to Moses,—so that the author might very well 
derive from that place the same addition with the same special 
reference to Moses,—but also the equal reference of év dw 76 
oik@ avtod to Christ, as to Moses, would be unsuitable to the 
connection with that which follows, since the author, ver. 5 
and ver. 6, definitely distinguishes the place occupied by Moses, 
as the position of a servant év 6A@ 7@ oixw, from the place 
occupied by Christ, as a position of ruler éwt roy ofxov; and 
in harmony with this distinction, already ver. 3 characterizes 
Moses as merely a member of the ofxos itself; Christ, on the 
other hand, as the founder of the otxos.— avrod] refers 
neither to Christ (Bleek) nor to Moses (Oecumenius and others), 
but, as is also determined by the form of the expression with 
the LXX. (é€v dA TO olkw pov), to God. — But the house of 
God is the people of God, or the kingdom of God; and év 
denotes the province, in the administration of which the muorov 
eivas was made manifest. 

Ver. 3.? Continued alleging of reasons for the catavoncare, 
ver. 1, in bringing into more distinct relief the exaltedness of 
Christ above Moses. Ver. 3 is not, as de Wette supposes, 


1 That which Delitzsch urges against either possibility, namely, that ‘‘ although 
the man Jesus as such, so far as that which is essential in the notion of creation 
is the state of beginning in time, must be regarded as a creature, there could be 
no more unsuitable expression—because one almost unmeaningly colourless, or 
even indecorous—for the matchless and unique act of the formation of the 
humanity of the Son in the womb of Mary, than the term zoiy, for the use of 
which, in this sense, no instances can on that very account be adduced ;” and 
that ‘‘ after the author has, i. 2, employed voiv as expression of the pure idea 
of creation, he could surely not now have employed it of the sublimer genesis of 
the Mediator of the world’s creation,” falls to pieces, because it rests upon mere 
subjectivity. For it is nothing more than a pronouncing upon the mind of the 
writer from the standpoint of the critic’s own ready-formed dogmatics. 

2 Comp. Gabler, Dissert. exeg. in illustrem locum Heb. iii. 3-6, Jena 1778. 
(Reprinted in the Opuscc. acad. vol. II. Ulm 1831, 8.) 
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explication or analysis of ver. 2. For a placing upon a parallel 
cannot be explained or analysed by a placing superior. — 
odtos] sc. Incods.— On mapa after a comparative, see at 
i 4.— 7&lwrar] has been counted worthy, sc. by God. The 
verb stands, as ordinarily (comp. 2 Thess. i. 5,11; 1 Tim. 
v. 17; Heb. x. 29), in the real sense, so that it includes the 
notion of the possession obtained. — The figure in the proposi- 
tion of comparison, xa” dcov mrelova Tiny ExEt TOD 
olxov «.T.X., is occasioned by the preceding év bAw TO olK@ 
avrod added in ver. 2. The words contain a truth of universal 
validity, the application of which, for the rest, to Christ and 
Moses, follows of itself. Greater honour than the house (in 
the wider sense [of household], the family and servants included 
therein) has he who has prepared it. Thus, also, Christ stands 
higher in honour and glory than Moses. For founder and 
establisher of the house of God, or the divine kingdom,— 
which in its first formations reaches back to the time of the 
Old Covenant, but by the New Covenant comes to full realiza- 
tion,—is Christ; while Moses is only a part of the ofxos 
itself, only a (ministering, cf. ver. 5) member of this house, 
or an ofxKérns in the same. Confusing and full of caprice is 
the indication of the connection of thought of vv. 3-6 as given 
by Delitzsch. See, in opposition to him, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr. p. 309.— tod otKov] is governed by the comparative 
Trelova : more (greater) honour than the house. Mistakenly do 
Homberg, Wolf, Peirce, Michaelis, Heumann, Semler, Morus, 
Ernesti, Heinrichs, Paulus, Stengel, and others make it depend 
upon teunv: greater honour of the house, or in the house. — 
KatacKevagew] implies more than olkodopetv. Not only the 
erection of the house, but also the arrangement thereof, the 
providing of it with the necessary furniture and servants, is 
thereby expressed. 

Ver. 4, The author has spoken, ver. 2, of the house of God, 
and yet, ver. 3, has ascribed the founding and preparing of the 
same to Christ. For the justification of this apparent contra- 
diction does the remark, ver. 4, serve. Although every house 
has its special preparer, yet this notwithstanding, it is God 
who has prepared all things. That special foundership of 
Christ does not exclude the universal higher foundership of 
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God. The proposition ver. 4 is incidental to the main argu- 
ment. It is not, however, to be enclosed in a parenthesis, 
because avrod, ver. 5, refers back to Oeds, ver. 4. —In the 
second clause, Geos is subject, and o 6é wdvta KatacKeva- 
cas predicate. Wrongly has @eds been ordinarily taken by 
others as predicate, and as subject either o 8¢ wavta xata- 
aKevdoas or merely 6 O€, since rdvta KatacKevdcas was 
taken as a defining adjunct. The second member of the 
proposition was then referred to Christ, and the statement 
found therein that Christ is God. So Theodoret, Oecumenius, 
Theophylact, Clarius, Beza, Estius, Jac. Cappellus, Cornelius 
a Lapide, Cameron, Piscator, Owen, Seb. Schmidt, Wittich, 
Braun, Akersloot, Calmet, Bengel, Cramer, Whitby, Stuart, 
Baumgarten, and many others; also still Woerner. But with 
this thought the sequel is not in keeping. For not of Christ’s 
being God, but of His exalted relation to the house of God as 
the vios, while Moses was only a Oepdmwy, does the author 
speak, vv. 5, 6. — wdvta] denotes not the universality of all 
created things, thought of as a wnity, but in general: cach and 
all, that exists. 

Ver. 5 as far as avtod, ver. 6. Return to the point of com- 
parison between Christ and Moses, ver. 2 (vords), and the 
exaltedness of the former above the latter, ver. 3 (vids, éa/ 
... Gepamarv, év). — xai] is the more sharply-defining “ and 
indeed ;” whereas pév serves to bring into relief the personal 
name Movojs, and finds in Xpiortds 8é, ver. 6, its emphatic 
opposition, Vv. 5, 6 iit. does not, accordingly, contain a 
second proof for the superiority of Christ to Moses (Calvin, 
Bengel, Tholuck, Ebrard, Woerner), but is only a more detailed 
unfolding of the thoughts, ver. 2 and ver. 3. — muertos] sc. jy, 
or else éor/v, in connection with which latter mode of supple- 
menting, the thought would be less of the historic fact as 
such, than of the fact as it still continues present in the O. T. 
narrative. — avrov] refers not to Mwioys (as Ebrard assumes, 
since he starts with the erroneous presupposition that the 
author speaks of a twofold ofxos, and that the design of vv. 5, 6 
was just that of rendering clearly apparent the difference of the 
house entrusted to Moses on the one hand, and that entrusted 
to Christ on the other), but to @eds, ver. 4, — as Oepdrwr] 

Meryer,—Hes. K 
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in his capacity as servant, comp. Num. xii. 7. Upon this, as 
upon the preceding év, rests the emphasis of ver. 5. — ets 
paptupiov] belongs to Gepdrwv. It is unnaturally referred 
back by Estius, Seb. Schmidt, Stengel, and others to mvoros. 
— eis paptipiov Tav NadnOncouévor] to give testimony to that 
which should be spoken, or proclaimed to the people. Ta 
Narn Ono opeva are not the revelations afterwards to be given 
in Christ (Erasmus, Calvin, Cameron, Calov, Seb. Schmidt, 
Owen, Limborch, Wolf, Wetstein, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Alford, 
Moll, Ewald, M‘Caul, Woerner, and others), which must have 
been more precisely specified ; and still less does the expression 
indicate: “dicenda a nobis in hae epistola de cerimoniis 
earumque significatione et usu” (Pareus), but the law to be 
proclaimed by Moses, at the mandate of God, to the Jewish 
people is intended. 

Ver. 6. Xpiords 5é ws vidos] Christ, on the other hand, in 
His capacity as Son, sc. wietos éotw. Upon this supplement 
depends ét tov otxov avdtrod (comp. Matt. xxv. 21, 23); 
and as vids forms an ascent from the preceding Oepdrap, 
so does é7r¢ form an ascent from the preceding évy. Erasmus, 
Paraphr.; Vatablus, Piscator, Grotius, Delitzsch, Moll, and 
others supply to Xpucros dé. . . adrod simply éotiv, whereby, 
however, the relation of just proportion between ver. 5 and 
ver. 6 is destroyed. The opening words of ver. 5, moreover, 
, —Inasmuch as they attach themselves not only to ver. 3, but 
also again to ver. 2,—manifestly point to the fact. “that “the 
aE a indicate not the mere Aifference between Christ _ 
both,. Yet others, as Bleek, de Wette, and Bisping, supply a 
double miords eat, the first after Xpuords dé, the second 
after adrod; since, as the Vulgate, Beza, Estius, Grotius, Owen, 
Er. Sofie) Calov, Wolf, Carpzov, Cramer, Baumgarten, Gabler, 
Valckenaer, Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, Tholuck, and others, they 
refer adtod back to vids: Christ, however, is faithful, as a son 
is faithful over his house. But a satisfactory ground for 
taking ofxos avrod, ver. 6, otherwise than the same expression 
ver. 5, is not to be found. The house of God, or the divine 
kingdom, is for Moses and Christ the common sphere of opera- 
tion; only by the position which the two occupy towards this 
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house, are they distinguished the one from the other.-— As 
avrod, ver. 6, so is the relative od, with which the author 
prepares the way for a transition to the paraenesis, not to be 
referred to Christ (Oecumenius, Jac. Cappellus, Piscator, Owen, 
Whitby, Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Woerner, ai.), but to God 
(Chrysostom, Theodoret, Calvin, Stengel, Stuart, Delitzsch, 
Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Hofmann, and others); although 
as regards the matter itself even the former reference would 
not be incorrect, since the house of God, ver. 2, is likewise 
characterized as the house of Christ, ver. 3.— The article 
before ofxos was not imperatively required, although the whole 
Christian community forms a single indivisible house of 
God, since the notion of the word was one sufficiently well 
known, and, moreover, adequately defined by that which pre- 
cedes. — The absolute declaration: o& oixds éopev nets, on 
the import of which 1 Cor. ii. 9, 16, 2 Cor. vi. 16, Eph. 
ee Oa, dy Timi; 15; 1 Pets 21.15), iv. 17; isto become 
pared,’ and which is taken in a strangely perverted way by 
Ebrard (p. 137) and Delitzsch as the logical antithesis to es 
paptipioy Tov AadnOnoopuEéver, ver. 5, the author limits by a 
condition. — The fuller éévzep is foreign to the epistles of 
Paul. — tv rappnolav] not the bold confession (Cornelius a 
Lapide, Grotius, Hammond, Limborch, Whitby, Heinrichs, and 
others), to which BeBaiav katdoywpev would not be fitting, 
but cheerful confidence as a disposition. Comp. iv. 16, 
x. 19, 35. rv rappnoiay, to which ris édridos” belongs 
in like manner as to 70 Kavynya (against Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebrierbr. p. 739), is the main idea, whereas kal TO Kav- 
xnwa adds only an explicative subsidiary factor. That is 
manifest from the feminine BeSaiav (which Stengel wonder- 

1 Philo, too, often employs the same figure, applying it to the human soul. 
Comp. de Somn. p. 587 E (ed. Mangey, I. p. 643): cmotdacoy oby, & puxn, bod 
oixos ryeveobec, iepov dysov x.7.a.— De resip. Nod, p. 282 K (ed. Mangey, I. p. 402): 
ols yeep olnos rapa yiveres Biyair? av akionpirtorepos eupsbnvar bem wany ~uxns rearcing 
xexabuputyns nad wbvov rd nary hyovptyns ayuley; .. . muroinsiy dt Akyero ev olnw O 
beds obse chs by roam (mepiirces yeep rie wdvre mpos mndevds mepiezcomevas), GAR’ ws mpovoiny 
xed taimtrsiay insivou rod yewplov dimPepavrws woiavpcvos” wave yap rH deomoCoves oinias 
4 ravens nard +o avaynuioy avnarus Qpoveis. 

2 Both words are found combined in Josephus likewise, Antiq. xvi. 3. 3: xat 
Deuvds wv wo cpoaay "Avelraucpos, 2xeidn wuppnoins rivds THs ov wparepoy ovans 
trAwidos dvrsmoincuro, play toys Oatbeow xonoly rods UdEADOUs, %,T.A. 
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fully refers back, in a constructio ad senswm, to édarid0s). 
Instances of the agreement of the adjective in point of gender 
with the remoter substantive, in cases where this forms the 
principal idea, occur also with the classics. Comp. Hom. JI. 
xv. 344: tadpo kal oKxorOrecow évirdnEavtes OpvKTy; 
Hesiod. Theogon. 972 f.: bs cio” él yay te, Kal edpéa voTa 
Gardoons, tacav; Xenophon, Anab. i. 5. 6: 6 8€ olyros 
Sivatar eta 6Borovs Kat HutoBorov "Atrtixovs; Thucy- 
dides, viii. 63: mu@dpuevos Ta mepl Thy vavpayiay Kal Tov 
SrpopBiyldnv Kal tas vats awedkndrvOdra. See Bern- 
hardy, Syntax, p. 431.— The édzrés is the Christians’ hope of 
the consummation of the kingdom of God, and the glorifica- 
tion of the Christians bound up therewith. Comp. Rom. v. 2, 
also Heb. vi. 11, 18, vii. 19, x. 23.—Kxavynpa, however, is 
not here either equivalent to kxavynow (Bleek, de Wette, 
Tholuck, Stengel, Bisping, Maier, and others), any more than 
2 Cor. v. 12, ix. 3, which have been unwarrantably appealed 
to (see Meyer ad loc.), but denotes the subject of the boasting. 
Sense: provided we shall have maintained the Christians’ hope as 
a cheerful confidence and subject of boasting firm unto the end. — 
péxpt TéAovs] not: wntil the death of each individual (Schlichting, 
Grotius, Kuinoel) ; not : “ until the final decision of the readers 
in favour of going over to Christianity” (! Ebrard), but as ver. 
14, vi. 11, 1 Cor. i. 8, al, wnto the end of the present order 
of the world, intervening with the coming again of Christ, and 
thought of as in the near future (comp. x. 25, 37), at which 
time faith shall pass over into sight, hope into possession. 

Ver. 7-iv. 13. The author, in detailed development of the 
paraenesis already contained in vv. 1, 6, warns against 
unbelief and apostasy, making the basis of this warning the 
admonitory utterance of Scripture in Ps. xev. 7-11; and by 
means of a parallelizing of the people of God of the present 
time, z.¢. the Christians, with the people of God of Moses’ day, 
ae. the Israelite fathers in the wilderness,—a parallelizing 
equally suggested by this passage of Scripture as by the pre- 
ceding comparison of Christ with Moses,—he sets forth before 
the eyes of his readers the fate of the ancient people of God, 
who because of their unbelief were consigned to destruction, 
that the readers may earnestly ponder thereon. 
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Ver. 7, 410] Wherefore, ie. either: because Christ stands 
higher than Moses (so Carpzov, Zachariae, Béhme, Stuart, 
Kurtz, and Woerner ; comp. already Schlichting), or, which is 
better: because we are the ofxos of God, only in the case that 
we hold fast the rappnoia and the cavynuwa of the Christian 
hope unto the end (ver. 6). The tempus finitum belonging to 
Ao is Brérere, ver. 12 (Erasmus, Annott.; Calvin, Estius, 
Piscator, Pareus, Grotius, Owen, Seb. Schmidt, Limborch, 
Bengel, Peirce, Carpzov, Wetstein, Abresch, Zachariae, Bohme, 
Bleek, Bisping, Alford, Kurtz, Woerner, aJ.), in such wise that 
Kadas ... Katdtavoiv wou forms an intervening clause. The 
length of the intervening clause, at which de Wette takes 
umbrage, decides nothing against the supposition of such con- 
struction, which at all events possesses the advantage of greater 
regularity and naturalness, since the author, owing to the care 
which he everywhere bestows upon his diction, in other cases, 
too, accurately fits in his discourse again to the opening words 
of the proposition, notwithstanding the occurrence of lengthy 
intervening clauses. Comp. vil. 20-22, xii. 18-24. That, 
moreover, which de Wette further objects, that in the inter- 
vening clause the discourse takes a new departure with 6vo, 
ver. 10, forms no valid counter-argument, since the connected- 
ness of the preceding and following words as part of a Biblical 
citation follows naturally. Im any case, ver. 10 connects 
itself with that which precedes, without a new beginning, in a 
simply relative fashion, if—as we are perfectly justified in 
doing—we write 6 6 instead of 810. When de Wette, 
finally, discovers a difficulty in the fact that the warning, 
vv. 12,13, does not appear in the form of a simple application 
of the passage of Scripture, but, on the contrary, begins with 
an analysis of the same, this also is without weight, inasmuch 
as the correctness of this assumed fact must itself be con- 
tested. In addition to this, if the author had conceived of the 
structure otherwise than has been indicated, he would assuredly 
have placed Brézere ody, ver. 12, instead of the disconnected 
Arérere. For neither is it permissible to appeal (with 
Tholuck) to the disconnected Bnérrere, xii. 25, in proof of the 
opposite, since this passage, on account of the rhetorical 
character of the description which there immediately precedes, 
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is totally different from ours. Others, as Schlichting, Jac. 
Cappellus, Wittich, Heinrichs, Kuinoel, Klee, Stein, Stengel, 
Ebrard, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Reuss, and Hofmann, connect 
S16 immediately with py oxAnptvnte, in connection with 
which, however, the direct address of God, coming in ver. 9 ff, 
occasions a great harshness; or else, as Tholuck, de Wette, 
and Maier, who appeal to Rom. xv. 3, 21, 1 Cor. i. 31, i. 9, 
leave the application uw oKAnpuvere Tas Kapdias tuar to be 
supplied in thought from these words; or, finally, supplement 
5.0 in a somewhat free manner: therefore conduct yourselves in 
accordance with that which the Holy Ghost speaks. — T6 wvedpa 
TO aytov| the Spirit of God in prophecy ; comp. ix. 8, x. 15. 
— onpepov éav ths pwvis avtod axovonte] is in the Hebrew 
(own s>pa-os din) an independent clause, and the expression 
of a wish: “would that you would only to-day listen to His 
(God’s) voice!” It is possible that the LXX. also understood 
the words as a wish, since elsewhere, too (¢.g. Ps. cxxxix. 19), 
they render the particle of wishing, O8, by édv. Differently, 
however, does the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews take 
the words (against Hofmann). He regards édv as the protasis, 
and yn oxdnpvvyte as the apodosis ; comp. ver. 15, iv. 7.— 
In the application o7#mepov denotes the time of salvation 
which has come in with the appearing of Christ upon earth, 
and 7 pwvi abtod the voice of God which through Christ 
sounds forth to the readers by means of the gracious message 
of the gospel. 

Ver. 8. Harden not your hearts, as im the provocation (con- 
tumacy), on the day of temptation in the wilderness. In the 
original, tapamvKpacwos and Tespacds are proper names (“as 
at Meribah, as on the day of Massah in the wilderness” 
[pata AY oD 1102]), which, however, are understood by 
the author in the appellative sense (comp. ver. 16), in that he 
takes kata tiv jpépav Tod metpacwod as an epexegetical note 
of time to €v T@ wapamixpacue. On the history, comp. Ex. 
xvii. 1-7; Num. xx. 1-13.— Tod wespacpod] in the active 
sense: the tempting of God by contumacious behaviour, comp. 
ver. 9, 

Ver. 9. Od] is taken by Erasmus Schmid, Bengel, and 
Peirce as attraction to wespacuod instead of @, wherewith. 
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But in this case 0b would have been connected immediately 
with aepacwov. It is the local “where;” thus stands, as 
frequently, in the sense of dzov, and refers back to ép7uo. 
— ob érelpacay oi ratépes tuov év Soxtpacia] where your 
fathers essayed temptation, on the ground of proving or testing, 
ze. Where your fathers tempted me and put me to the 
test. Soxswacia as wevpdCecv here in the bad sense. The 
former contains an enhancement of the latter. This involves 
doubt with regard to the inclination of God to render help, 
that doubt with regard to His power of doing so. — cat cidov] 
K.T.r.] and yet saw my works forty years long. This was a 
fact that aggravated their guilt. In the original, teooapd- 
xovra étn belongs to the following mpocayica. To the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews also this original con- 
nection was known, as is evident from ver. 17. If he never- 
theless refers teooapdxovta érn to that which precedes, and 
moreover consolidates this connection by means of the dud 
(dc 6) interpolated only by himself, he must have been guided 
by a distinct design in doing so. Rightly, therefore, is it 
assumed (Calov, Wittich, Akersloot, Surenhus, Schottgen, Chr. 
Fr. Schmid, Abresch, Bohme, Bleek, de Wette, Delitzseh, Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 618; Alford, Reiche, Comm. Crit. 
p. 22; Maier, Moll, Kurtz, and others) that the author dis- 
covered in the forty years during which the Israelites in the 
wilderness saw the works of God, a typical reference to the 
about equal space of time during which the Hebrews had now 
also witnessed the government of God as manifested in Christ, 
and would make this reference clear to the readers, in order 
thereby to render the more impressive his exhortation to 
receptiveness, while there is yet time. The reminder of 
Akersloot, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Abresch, Bleek, and others, is at 
the same time worthy of notice, viz. that also in the Talmud 
and by the Rabbins a duration of forty years is assigned to the 
Messianic kingdom with reference to Ps. xcv. and the forty 
years of the wilderness. Comp. Sanhedr. fol. 99,1: R. Ehe- 
zer dixit: dies Messiae sunt quadraginta anni, sicut dicitur: 
quadraginta annos sqg. (Ps. xev. 10); Tanchuma, fol. 79, 4: 


1 Jn an unnatural manner, Hofmann: as ¢idev, so also even émsipacay finds its 
object in +a tpya mov. 
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Quamdiu durant anni Messiae? J. Akiba dixit: quadra- 
ginta annos, quemadmodum Israilitae per tot annos in deserto 
fuerunt. 

Ver. 10. 410 mpocwyOica Th yevea tavtn] Wherefore I con- 
ceived an aversion, or was incensed against this generation. — 
On 81d, see at ver. 9. The verb rpocoy@ifevy is not found 
at all in the classics, in the N. T. only here and ver. 17; with 
the LXX., on the other hand, very frequently. — In yeved 
lies neither the subordinate notion of meanness (Heinrichs, 
Stengel), nor yet the intimation that the men of a certain period 
belong in point of character and mind to a definite class 
(Bleek). Each of these subordinate notions 77 yeved acquires 
only by the ravtn which is added.— dei] note of time to 
TrAaVaVTaL, Not to et7rov (Erasmus). — avtot dé] So the LXX. 
in the Cod. Alex., whose form of the text the author for the 
most part reproduces; the Cod. Vatican. has more in accord- 
ance with the Hebrew: xat avtoi ovx éyvwcar. 

Ver. 11. ‘Qs epoca ev th dpyh pov] as accordingly I (as 
to the sense equivalent to: so that I; see Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 431; in the Hebrew WW) sware (comp. Num. xiv. 
21 ff.,xxxi. 10 ff; Deut. 1.34 ff) 2x (not: by) my wrath. — et 
eicehevoovTas eis THY KaTdtavoly pov] not enter, shall they, 
into my rest. et is an exact imitation of the negative Hebrew 
particle D8 in formulas of swearing, and is to be explained 
from an aposiopesis of the latter clause. Comp. Mark viii. 12 ; 
Ewald, Krit. Gramm. p. 661; Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 466 ; 
Buttmann, Gramm. des neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 308. — xata- 
mavots| in the sense of the psalmist, the undisturbed posses- 
sion of the land of Canaan promised by God; comp. Deut. 
xii. 9,10: O¥ yap Heate Ews Tod viv els THY KaTaTAaVEW Kai 
els THY KANpovopiay, iv KUpLos 6 Beds njuov Sidwow piv Kai 
SiaBnoecbe tov "Iopdavnv Kat Kxatouxicere ert THs yhs, As 
Kvplos 0 Beds nuadY KaTaKAnpovopel bly Kal KaTaTaVcE Das 
amo TavTwy Tov exOpav tudv TOV KUKAW Kal KATOLKICETE 
peta acpadeias. Afterwards, because with the possession of 
the promised land the expected full repose and happiness had 
as yet by no means come in, the meaning of the promise was 
sublimated, just as that of the kindred «dnpovomety tiv yhv 
Ps, xxxvii. 9, into the everlasting Messianic blessedness 
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This reference obtains, as is evident from the following dis- 
quisition, with our author also. 

Vv. 12,13. Close of the period begun with 8&0, ver. 7. 
— Pnrérere] beware, take heed. — yn mote ata] yy after 
Bré7re, Spa, and similar words, with the indicative future 
(comp. Col. ii. 8), expresses at the same time with the warn- 
ing, the fear that the warning will be slighted. Comp. Winer, 
Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 468 f.; Hartung, Partikellehre, II. p. 140. 
The enclitic wore appended to the wy, not: at any time 
(Beza and others), but: haply [ii. 1; Luke xiv. 29; Acts 
v. 39; Matt. iv. 6, etce.].—év twe tuor] different from év 
vpiv. Calvin: Nec tantum in universum praecipit apostolus, 
ut sibi omnes caveant, sed vult ita de salute cujusque membri 
esse sollicitos, ne quem omnino ex iis, qui semel vocati fuerint, 
sua negligentia perire sinant. Comp. ver. 13, x. 24, xii 15. 
—Kapdia rovnpa amiatias| an evil heart of unbelief; comp. 
iv. 2,3. Wrongly Schulz and others: of faithlessness or aret- 
Gea, iv. 6, 11, iii, 18; for the latter is only the consequence 
of the a@miotia, amortas is either genitive of origin, which 
proceeds from unbelief (Owen, Bleek, Stengel, and others), or 
genitive of result, which leads to unbelief, renders inclined 
to the same (de Wette, Bisping, a/.), or genitive of reference 
toa more precise characterization of mrovnpd: a heart evil (on 
account) of unbelief, which is then equivalent to capdia trovn- 
play amtiatias éxyovoa (so Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 183; 
Ebrard, Alford, Meyer, Moll, and Hofmann). The last accep- 
tation is to be preferred, since thereby azruatias is more clearly 
brought out as the main idea (for xapdia movnpa is only a 
clothing of the same attaching itself to del mravavtar TH 
xapdia, ver. 10).—€v 76 atoarhvar amo Oeod Favros] more 
precise definition’ to amarias for the declaration of the out- 
ward form of appearance, in which the inner unbelief comes 
forth: in the falling away from the living God, or in such wise 
that a falling away from the living God takes place. God (not 
Christ: Gerhard, Dorscheus, Calov, 8. Schmid, Schottgen, 
Carpzov, al.) is called /iving, not in opposition to the dead 

1 Schlichting: Duplex est enim incredulitas; una eorum, qui nunquam Deo 


credunt; altera eorum, qui credere desinunt, h. e. a Deo desciscunt seu apostatae 
fiunt. 
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works of the law (ix. 14, vi. 1; Bleek), nor in opposition to the 
idols of the heathen, similarly as 2 Kings xix. 16, 1 Thess. 
i. 9, 2 Cor. vi. 16, Acts xiv. 15 (Bohme and others),—both 
of which must have been suggested by the context,—but 
because He does not allow His declared will to be slighted 
with impunity. Comp. x. 31. That which is meant is the 
relapse from Christianity into Judaism. Limborch: Defectio 
hic intelligitur a religione Christiana ; quia enim illa continetur 
ultima ac perfecta Dei voluntas, hine sequitur, quod is, qui a 
religione Christiana deficit, ab ipso Deo deficiat. Ergo qui- 
cunque deserta fide Christiana ad Judaismum redeunt, a Deo 
deficiunt ; licet enim Deum non abnegent, qui legis Mosaicae 
auctor est, tamen, quia Deus nunc non secundum legis prae- 
cepta se coli velle testatur, sed juxta evangelium illique cre- 
dentibus fidem in justitiam imputaturum, etiam, qui illud 
deserunt, a Deo deficere dicendi sunt. Deus enim multis ac 
evidentissimis signis ac miraculis se Christum misisse ostendit, 
et voce e caelo demissa testatus est eum esse suum filium, in 
quo sibi complacuit jussitque ut eum audiant. Ergo prae- 
cepta ejus sunt praecepta Dei, etc. 

Ver. 13. “Eavrovs] tantamount to ddd7Aovs, comp. 1 Cor 
vied > Eph. avi'32s voll Miiwi38 gal Thess. ove dee Baler 
iv. 8, al. ; Kiihner, II p. 325.— dypis of] in the inclusive 
sense: as far as that, 2¢ so long as. Cf. 2 Mace. xiv. 10: 
axpt yap “Iovdas repeat, addvatov eipyyns tuxelv Ta Tpay- 
pata. Josephus, Antig. x. 2. 2: nbyeto péxpis THs adtod 
Sais eipnvnv trdpEar; Xenophon, Cyrop. v. 4. 16: Kai o pév 
"Accipios didtas dypis ob aoparks weTo elvat, TeTpaTETO, — 
a&ypis 00 TO opepov KanelTat] so long us the to-day, of which 
mention is made in the passage of the psalm, is named, or: so 
long as it is still called “to-day,” and it is thus not yet too 
late to be obedient to the admonition of the psalm. So Luther, 
Estius, Schlichting, Owen, Carpzov, Stuart, Bleek, Alford, 
Maier, Kurtz, al. Others, as Heinrichs, Dindorf, Bohme, 
Kuinoel, Klee, Tholuck, Moll, Hofmann: so long as that to-day 
of the psalm ws called out, i.e. is called out, or proclaimed, to 
you. — The “to-day” is not the duration of the lifetime of the 
individuals (Basil, Ep. 42, Opp. iii. p. 130: 7d onpepov 
onpaiver Odov Tov ypdvov TAS Cams nuadv; Theodoret, Theo- 
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phylact, Primasius, Erasmus, Estius, Cornelius a Lapide, 
J. Cappellus, Dorscheus, Valckenaer), but (comp. uéype téAous, 
vy. 6, 14) the continued eaistence of the earthly world, which, 
with the Parousia of Christ—thought of as near at hand 
(x. 25, 37)—attains its end.— dary ris duaprtias] by the 
deception (the treacherous enticement or alluring) of sin. The 
apaptia is here personified, comp. Rom. vii. 11. What is 
meant is the allurement exerted by the seductive splendour of 
the ancient cultus to a relapse into the same, and therewith 
to an apostasy from Christianity. 

Ver. 14, Warning justification of twa px cKdrAnpuv0n é& 
twav Tis «.7.., ver. 13, inasmuch as the fulfilling of a 
condition is necessary to the attainment of salvation. — 
pétoxot tod Xpiotod] Participators in (iii, 1, vi. 4, xii. 8) 
Christ, ue. in His treasures of blessing and in His glory. 
Schulz, Delitzsch, Ewald, Hofmann, and others explain: 
Associates of Christ (i. 9), 1.e. His brethren (ii. 11 ff), or His 
cuyKAnpovoyos (Rom. viii. 17), inasmuch as “the d0€£a, into 
which Christ, the Anointed One existing in kingly glory, has 
entered as our dpynyds, is, by virtue of the xAjous éroupavios, 
not only His, but also owrs, although as to its revelation and 
consummation in hope” (Delitzsch) ; against which, however, 
the fact is decisive that édvmep x.7.X. points to a relation not 
of equality, but of dependence, and peroyous tod Xpiotod elvan 
corresponds to the notion of elcépyerOar ets tiv KaTdravow, 
vv. 11, 18. Compare, moreover, against Delitzsch, Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. '719, note. — yeyovapev] we have 
become. The author does not write éopév, as ver. 6, in order 
to dismiss at once the thought of claim existing from the 
first, and, on the contrary, to represent the said prerogative as 
one only acquired (by faith, comp. édvirep «.7.A.). — édvrrep THY 
apynv ths broctdcews K.7.d.] Uf so be that (provided) we 
preserve the beginning of the confidence firm to the end, comp. 
ver. 6, jin. bmoataces does not here denote fundamentum 
(Erasmus, Paraphr. ; Seyffarth, p. 67: prima religionis funda- 
menta; Schulz: the first [anfinglichen] firm err Stein 
and others), nor substantia, whether this be taken as fealey 
[ Wesen], as Luther (the reality begun), or as that of which a 
thing consists [Bestand], which constitutes it (Vatablus: illud, 


_ 
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per quod primum subsistimus, ie. fidem firmam; Estius: 
fidem, per quam in vita hac spirituali subsistimus; Bisping: 
the beginning of the subsistence [of Christ in us], 2. faith ; 
Ewald, a.). The expression stands, on the contrary, in the 
well-ascertained signification: confidence, which notion is here 
naturally defined by the connection as confidence of faith (not 
hope, as Whitby and Delitzsch think). Comp. Heb. xi. 1; 
2 Cor. ix. 4, xi. 17; LXX. Ps. xxxix. 8; Ezek. xix. 5; Ruth 
i, 12. Compare also Polybius, iv. 50. 10: Of 8 ‘Pod.o0s, 
Oewpodvtes THY ToY Bulavtioy wimoctacw, TpaywaTiKas 
SuevonOncav mpos To Kabixécbar THs mpobécews; vi. 55, 2: 
oby odTw Ti Stvam, os THY brocTacw adTod Kal TOAmaY 
KaTaTeTANyHévov TOY éevaytiov; Diodorus Siculus, Lucerpta 
de Virt. et vit. (Opp. ed. Wesselingius, t. ii, Amstelod. 1745, 
fol.) p. 557: 4 & tais Bacdvous brdctacis Ths >Wuyhs Kal 
TO KapTepiKoy THS TOV Sewav tTromovis mepl povov éyevriOn 
tov ’Apiotoyeltova ; Josephus, Antig. xviii. 1. 6: TO aweTar- 
NaKTOY avToY THs bTd ToLovtoLs bToaTdcEews.— THY apYnV 
Ths wrootdcews| the beginning of the confidence, i.e. not: the 
jirst confidence, which now begins to diminish (riv tbréctacw, 
nv iptacbe éxew vel iy eiyere ev apy, Cameron; tH 
tréctacw thy && apyfs, Grotius, Wolf, Bloomfield; ryv 
TpoTnY UTOcTATW as THY mMpoTnv ict, 1 Tim. v. 12, and 
as Tv ayanny thy mpoTny, Rev. ii. 4; Abresch, Tholuck, 
Stuart, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 754; 
Maier, Kurtz, Hofmann), but the confidence with which we have 
made a beginning, in such wise that tiv dpynv corresponds to 
the following péxypse téXovs BeBaiav. Thus, rightly, Bleek, 
de Wette, Alford. 

Vv. 15-19. Confirmation of the warning statement, ver. 14. 
That the blessing-fraught fact (uéroyou Tod Xpiocrod yeyovaper), 
declared ver. 14, is realized singly and solely in the case that 
the condition stated, of firmness of faith to the end, is fulfilled, 
is shown by the example of the Fathers. Their unbelief, their 
amvtia (comp. ver. 19), was the cause why they did not 
attain to the goal. 

Vv. 15, 16. With regard to the construction of ver. 15 the 
views of expositors greatly differ. It is assumed—(1) That 
ver. 15 forms an independent, complete sentence. It is then 
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supposed that the citation introduced by €vy 76 NéyerOar 
embraces only the words onpepov . . . axovonte, and that 
afterwards with py oxAnptvnte x.7.. the author proceeds, it 
is true, in the following words of that Biblical citation, but 
appropriates them to himself, and employs them only for the 
clothing of the admonition to be uttered on his own part. So 
Flacius Illyricus, Jac. Cappellus, Carpzov, Kuinoel, Winer, 
Gramm. 5 Aufl. p. 620, and Bloomfield; comp. also Hof- 
mann ad loc. As, however, the same words: pa oxAnpvvyte 
Tas Kapdias tuov as év TH TrapaTtixpacuo, had already 
been adduced, ver. 8, in the midst of the Biblical citation, 
and as a constituent part thereof, it could not possibly occur 
to the reader here at once to detach them from onpepov ... 
axovente, and to understand them as words of the author 
addressed to themselves; and the less so, because ver. 16 ff. 
there follows a comment on the passage, in which ver. 16 
glances back to ompepov ... mapamrixpacpue, ver. 15 (ver. 7 f.); 
ver. 17 to the mpocwy@ica x.7.d., ver. 10; ver. 18, finally, to 
the @poca x.7.d., ver. 11, so that the natural explanation can 
only be, that the author intended to refer back to the whole 
Scripture citation already previously adduced, vv. 7-11, but 
that — inasmuch as he might presuppose it as known from 
that which precedes — he expressly repeats it only to the 
point at which the first member of his comment could attach 
itself. (2) Ver. 15 is connected with that which precedes, in 
that év TO A€yeoOas x.7.r. is either regarded as epexegesis to 
péxpt Tédous, ver. 14 (Primasius, Estius, Cornelius a Lapide, 
Bisping, Reuss), or is attached to the conditional clause 
édvrep ... Katadoxopev there occurring (Erasmus Schmid, 
Wolf), or to all the words of ver. 14: péroyo. ... katdoxopev 
(Ebrard, Alford), or, finally, is construed with wapaxanetre, 
ver. 13 (Cameron, Peirce, Bengel, Cramer, Baumgarten, 
Abresch). But in the first case one must expect dypis ob 
Néyeras, or something similar, in place of év 76 éyeoOar. 
In the other cases ver. 15 would drag as a feeble addition ; 
in the last, moreover, ver. 14 would, contrary to all proba- 
bility, become a parenthesis. (3) Ver. 15 is combined with 
that which follows. With goPn@dpev ody, iv. 1, it is con- 
nected by Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Olearius, 


158 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


Wittich, Valckenaer. Vv. 16-19 must then be regarded as 
a parenthesis, and odv, iv. 1, as a particle of resumption. 
But of a resuming of the, as yet, incomplete thought, ver. 15, 
in iv. 1, there is no appearance in the form of discourse in 
the latter passage, notwithstanding the accuracy of style on 
the part of our author. On the contrary, from the tenor of 
iv. 1, it is indubitable that this verse is represented by virtue 
of ody as a consequence from iii, 16-19. These verses, 
therefore, can form no parenthesis. But thus every possibility 
of connecting ver. 15 with iv. 1 falls away. — There remains, 
therefore, no course open but to take ver. 15 with the first 
question of ver. 16: tives yap akovcavtes wapeTi- 
Kpavav; as one whole. This is done by Semler, Morus, 
Storr, Heinrichs, Dindorf, Bohme, Klee, Bleek, de Wette, 
Tholuck, Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 532; Delitzsch, Maier, 
Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, and Woerner. The sense is: “ When it 
is said: ‘to-day,’ etc., (now, I ask :) who then were they who, 
although they heard (the voice), resisted? was it not all, etc.?” 
On év T@ ANEyerOas, comp. &v TO A€yew, Vili. 13. — yap 
serves for the strengthening of the particle of interrogation, 
but, at the same time, confirms the state of the fact expressed, 
ver. 14. See Klotz, ad Devar. p. 245 f. Comp. also Matt. 
xxvii. 23; John vii. 41;-Acts xix. 25; 1 Cor. xi. 22,— 
From what has been already observed, it is evident that 
ver. 16 contains two questions, of which the second forms the 
answer to the first. This view of ver. 16, appearing only 
rarely in antiquity (in the Peshito, with Chrysostom and 
Theodoret), and only asserted afresh since the beginning of 
last century, is now almost universally regarded as the true 
one. According to the mode of interpretation formerly 
current, two affirmative statements were recognised in 
ver. 16, the first of which was limited by the second. tuvés 
was accordingly written instead of tives,’ and the thought 

1 Wrongly is it swpposed by Bisping, who (equally as M‘Caul) espouses 
afresh this interpretation formerly current, that it is a matter of indifference 
whether in connection therewith the two clauses be taken as questions or as 
absolute statements. For, in reality, od has in a question, like the Latin nonne, 
always an affirmative sense. See Kiihner, II. p. 579; Hartung, Partikellehre, 


Il. p. 88. &a2’ od wdyvres cannot consequently signify, as Bisping maintains, 
“‘but certainly not all,” but, on the contrary, only ‘‘ but certainly all.” 
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was found expressed that some, it is true, but by no means 
the totality of the Israelites, proved rebellious. As those 
who formed an exception to the rebelliousness or unbelief of 
the tevés, expositors accordingly thought either of Joshua and 
Caleb only (so Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, Seb. 
Schmidt, Owen, and others), or else, with reference to Num. 
xiv. 29 ff, i. 45, 47, at the same time of all the Israelites 
who, at the numbering, had not attained an age of twenty 
years, as also the Levites and women (so Cornelius a Lapide, 
Braun, Carpzov, al.). But, considering the small number of 
responsible believers, which, in comparison with the enormous 
total mass of responsible unbelievers (more than six hundred 
thousand), retires altogether into the background, the latter 
could not possibly be designated by the mere tuvés; nor can 
appeal be made for the opposite view to 1 Cor. x. 7-10, since 
the twvés there several times recurring specializes only the 
€v Tois mAcioowv, ver. 5, in its different subdivisions. In 
addition to this, the interrogatory form in the parallel clauses, 
vv. 17, 18, already presupposes the interrogatory form also 
for ver. 16, and, as follows of necessity from the whole 
subsequent disquisition (comp. iv. 1, 2, 6, 8), the thought 
must be expressed in ver. 16 that the whole of the Israelites 
were disobedient in the wilderness, and therefore came short 
of the promised goal, in connection with which the wholly 
isolated exceptions are passed over unnoticed as not being 
taken into account. — dddd] decides the preceding question 
with the expression of astonishment conveyed in a counter- 
question: but (can there be a doubt as to the answer?) was 
it not all of those who came forth out of Egypt ?— mavtes 
of] Erroneously Bengel, Schulz, Kuinoel, and others: only 
such as, etc. — dua Maicéws] by Moses, ie. by his agency 
and under his guidance. Ad is used with considerable 
freedom, since we should properly expect with it, instead of 
éfeXOovtes, a passive notion as é£ayOevres. Comp. ov ap 
émuotevoate, 1 Cor. il. 5. 

Vv. 17,18. Further development of the truth, ver. 16, by 
means of recapitulation of the other main points of the Scrip- 
ture citation. It was just this perverse totality of the Israelites 
with whom God was wroth on account of their sin forty years 
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long, and against whom, on account of their disobedience, He 
closed by an oath the entrance into His «ataravous. — Bengel, 
Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischendorf, Delitzsch, Moll, Hofmann, 
and others, place the second note of interrogation, ver. 17, 
immediately after duaprjcacw, and then take ov... épjye 
as an assertory statement. But on account of the environment 
of purely interrogatory clauses, and because the author indi- 
cates the result at which he aims only in ver. 19, it seems 
more correct, with Luther, Calvin, Beza, Mill, Wetstein, Bleek, 
de Wette, Tholuck, Alford, Maier, and others, to take the 
whole clause: odxi ... épnuw, together as a single question, in 
such wise that @v «.t.r. forms a prolonged characterization of 
TOS GpapTncacw. — Tots apaptncacw] those that had sinned, 
namely, by unbelief and apostasy from God.— av ta Kadda 
x.T.r.| pictorial description of seizure by a violent death, taken 
from Num. xiv. 29, 32.—«@dra] limbs (specially hands and 
feet), with the LXX., translation of the Hebrew 038, thus in 
general bodies or corpses. — émecev] fell down, were stretched 
out dead, comp. 1 Cor. x. 8. 

Ver. 18. Tiow] Dativus incommodi. — pu) efoeretdoec Oar] 
On account of the variation of the subject in the tempus 
jinitum and the infinitive, an inaccuracy instead of p72 eicedev- 
cecOa adtovs, but excusable since the subject of the infini- 
tive was naturally afforded by the context. — eé un] Observe 
the mastery of style on the part of the author, appearing even 
in the variation of the negations: GAN’ od... ovxl... et pn, 
vy. 16-18. 

Ver. 19. Closing result from vv. 15-18. — nat Bréroper] 
thus we see then. Grotius (to whom Carpzov and others 
assent): “Ex historia cognoscimus.” But more correctly 
Seb. Schmidt (with whom Owen, Bleek, Alford, and others 
agree): “ Bdérouev non de lectione aut cognitione historiae, 
sed de convictione animi e disputatione seu doctrina praemissa.” 
— 6’ amiariay] on account of (their) wnbelief. Placed with 
emphasis at the end. 
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Ver. 2. Better attested, it is true, than the nominative singular 
cuynexpamévos (ouynexpuyévoc), Which the Recepta presents, is 
the accusative plural of this participle, inasmuch as A B C D* M, 
23, al., Theodor. Mops. read cuyxexepaucmévous (ovvnenepuomévous), 
and D*** E K L, 4, 6, 10, al. plur., Cyr. Alex. (semel) Macar. 
Chrys. Theodoret, Phot..al., cuyxexpumévoug (cuynexpupmévous), 
and also the majority of translations (Syr. poster. Copt. Aeth. 
Arm. Slav. a.) render in the accusative. Griesbach therefore 
commended the accusative to notice. cuyxexpumu(m)évoug is 
adopted into the text by the edd. Complut. Antw. Plantin. 
Genev., by Matthaei and others; suyxexepacwévous, by Lachm. 
Tisch. 1, and Alford. The accusative is, notwithstanding, to be 
rejected, as opposed to the context and unmeaning. This read- 
ing being accepted, we have as exposition either: “but the 
word listened to did not profit them, since they were not mixed 
in faith or joined together in one with Joshua and Caleb, who 
heard, ze. were obedient to the word listened to” (so Chry- 
sostom, Oecumenius, Hammond, Cramer, Matthaei, a/.). But 
this interpretation is in conflict with ui. 15 ff, according to 
which the whole people of Israel brought out of Egypt by 
Moses is described as rebellious and unbelieving ; between two 
classes thereof, on the other hand, a class of believers and 
another of unbelievers, no distinction whatever is made. More- 
over, in connection with this interpretation, 707% dxovoaow suffers 
transmutation into a notion which it cannot have, regarded in 
itself only, much less here, seeing its evident correspondence 
with the preceding dxo%js. Not less untenable is the modifica- 
tion of this construction with Alford, who, rejecting all refer- 
ence to Joshua and Caleb, will have 70% dxotcaow taken, not at 
all in the historic sense, but, like John v. 25, as an indication 
of the category: “6 Aéyos sis d&xo%s having been mentioned in 
the general sense of the word heard, of dxobcavres is also in the 
general sense of its hearers, and the assumption is made that 
the word heard has naturally recipients, of whom the normal 
characteristic is faith. And so these men received no benefit 
from the word of hearing, because they were not one in faith 
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with its hearers ; did not correspond, in their method of receiving 
it, with faithful hearers, whom it does profit;” as, accordingly, 
Alford himself frankly confesses that he does not feel satisfied 
with this explanation, and is only driven to adopt it on the 
ground of critical and grammatical difficulties—difficulties of 
the latter kind, nevertheless, do not exist, and those urged by 
Alford are easily solved. Or else a passive notion is substituted 
for the active ro% d&xotenew. So already Theodore of Mopsuestia, 
who thinks ro% dxovede?ov' must be read (in Nov. Test. Com- 
mentariorum quae reperirt potuerunt Coll. O. Fr. Fritzsche, 
Turici 1847, p. 166: unde ydp ris oléobw dpusiv air® riy érayyeriav 
Tov peArAovrov, womep ode exehois' 0b Yap Hoav nara THY Fiori 
rorg éwayyendetos cuvnmméevos’ bbev ovTwe dYayVWorEOY’ fH7) 
OUY LELEPACMEVOUS rn whores rots axovebeTorv, va eian rats apos 
adirods yeyevnumévors erayyeriosg rod deod dic Mwoéws) ; further, as it 
appears, Theodoret, since—although in our editions r0% d&xobouow 
precedes—he makes use of the words: sf yap dynoev 4 rod dod 
iruyyerin rode raurny dskamévous, uy cioras Oekamévous nal rH Tod sod 
dudes rebapinndras xa olov rots deed Abyors cvanpadévras; and 
recently Bleek, who, led thereto by Noesselt’s remark on Theo- 
doret’s exposition of Heb. iv. 2 (Zheod. Opp. t. iii., Hal. 1771, 
p. 566, note 1), conjectures ro7s d&xotowaor. For such altera- 
tion of the text, however, there exists not the slightest 
diplomatic justification. We must therefore regard the accusa- 
tive plural as having arisen from a transcriber’s error, to which 
the preceding é</vovg gave occasion, and look upon the nomina- 
tive singular of the Recepta cuyxnexpamévos, which yields an 
excellent sense (see the exposition), as that which was originally 
written by the author. Rightly, therefore, is the Recepta 
defended by Mill, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Reiche (p. 24 sqq.), and 
others, and also received again into the text by Tisch. 2 (cvyzxs- 
zpanevos), 'T (cuvnexpaycévos), and 8 (ouvxexepucuévos). Nor is it by 
any means so badly attested that one could assert, with Bleek, 
that it could “claim not much more authority than as being a 
not improbable conjecture.” For it is supported by the testi- 
mony of the Peshito, which in antiquity surpasses any of our 
MSS., as well as by the Codex Sinaiticus, which has uj cuvxe- 
nepaowevos, It is found, besides, in the Vule. It. Erp., as well as 
with Cyr, Alex. (sem.) [Theodoret (Hervet.)] Lucif. and in 
five cursives (17, 31, 37, 41, 114), — Ver. 3. <iscpyducda yep] AC: 
cicepxywmeda ov» But with an exhortation, the following oi 
siorevoavres is irreconcilable, instead of which sioredovres or dsc 
xiorews must be placed,—Ver. 7. Elz. Wetstein, Matthaei, 
Scholz, Bloomf.: e¢pnras But in favour of rpoe/pyras, which 
1 Also in one cursive ms, (Cod. 71) is found seis dxsurbeiow, 
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is indirectly supported also by sposipqzev in B, 73, 80, the pre- 
ponderating authority of A C D* E*x, 17, 23, 31, al., Syr. utr. 
Copt. Arm. Vulg. Cyr. Al. Chrys. Theodoret. Lucif. Bed. is 
decisive. Commended already by Grotius, Bengel, Griesbach. 
Rightly adopted into the text by Lachm. Tisch. and Alford. 
Approved also by Reiche.— Ver. 10. aad ray zpyav adrotv] D* 
E, Syr. poster. Cyr. Chrys. ms.: avd rdvrwy riiv Epywy wdrod. 
Expansion from ver. 4.— Ver. 12. Elz. Matthaei, Scholz, 
Bloomfield: Puxis re xui rvebparos. But re is wanting in 
ABCHLk& (in which last originally only pepropod nai avet- 
arog Was written, which, however, was already supplemented, 
as it would appear by the first hand, by a \uxis inserted before 
zai), 3,73, al., with Origen (three times), Athan, Euseb. Chrys. 
Theodoret, Cyril Al. (eleven times), John Damasc. Theoph. and 
many others. Condemned already by Bengel and Griesbach. 
[Doubted by Owen.] Rightly rejected by Lachm. Tisch. and 
Alford. Addition for the sake of uniformity with the following 
clause: apudy re xu wuedd», In which re is wanting with no 
witnesses. — Ver. 15. Instead of the rerespamévoy, commended 
by Griesbach and adopted by Matthaei, Tisch. 1, 2, 7, and 
Bloomfield, as earlier by Mill and Bengel (also preferred by 
Reiche), the rerespaucwévoy of the Recepta, supported by A B 
D Ex, Origen (four times), Chrys., a/.,is to be retained, with 
Wetstein, Scholz, Lachm. Alford,and Tisch. 8. For the context 
demands the notion of having been tempted, for which, in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews (cf. i. 18, xi. 17, 37), only the verb 
meipaCecdasis used, while rerespamévov would yield the totally 
unsuitable sense: who had made attempts.— Ver. 16. Elz.: 
zxcov. The form of the word, preferred by Tisch. Bloomf. and 
Alford, 2A¢os, is, however, required by A B C* D* Kx, 17, 71, 
al. pl., Antioch. 

Vv. 1-13. Thus, then, the promise of entering into God’s 
rest is still unfulfilled. The promise yet avails for the 
Christians. Let, therefore, the readers be careful, lest they, 
too, by disobedience and unbelief forfeit the proffered 
salvation. 

Ver. 1. Exhortation to the readers, deduced from the 
historic fact, iii; 15-19, and softened by the form of com- 
munity with the readers adopted by the author, which, how- 
ever, is involuntarily abandoned again at the close of the 
verse. — DoBnOapev ody] Let us therefore be apprehensive. — 
Indication not of the mere being afraid, but of the earnest 
endeavour, based upon the fear of coming short of the proposed 
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goal. Calvin: Hic nobis commendatur timor, non qui fidei 
certitudinem excutiat, sed tantam incutiat sollicitudinem, ne 
securi torpeamus. Metuendum ergo, non quia trepidare aut 
diffidere nos oporteat quasi incertos de exitu, sed ne Dei 
gratiae desimus. — Katadevropévns . . . avtov] is made by 
Cramer and Ernesti dependent on verepnxévat, against which, 
however, the anarthrous participle in itself suffices to decide. 
It is parenthetical, and xatadevrropévns with emphasis pre- 
posed: while there yet remains promise of entering into His 
rest. But a promise remains so long as it has not yet 
received its fulfilment. For with its fulfilment it ceases to 
be a promise, loses its existence—inasmuch as the character 
of the future essential to it has then become present. 
Erroneously do Erasmus, Luther, Calvin, Beza, Strigel, 
Hyperius, Estius, Schlichting, S. Schmidt, Limborch, Braun, 
Semler, Carpzov, a/., explain: “by neglect or non-observance 
of the promise.” For, although catandelmew can signify 
that (comp. Acts vi. 2; Baruch iv. 1), yet in that case the 
article t7s could not have been wanting before émayyenias ; 
and certainly also an active (cataXelwas Thy émayyendiav) 
would have been chosen in place of the passive participle. 
Finally, against the latter explanation, and in favour of that 
above given, pleads the dzrodelerat, vv. 6, 9. — adTod] not 
of Christ (Rambach, Chr. F. Schmid), but of God. This is 
required by the connection, alike with that which precedes 
(iii, 11, 18) as with that which follows (vv. 3-5, 10). — 
 Katdtavows| the repose and blessedness which belong to 
God Himself, and which shall become the portion of believing 
Christians in the epoch of consummation beginning with the 
coming again of Christ. — doxq totepnxévar] should appear 
[be seen] to have come short, te. to have failed of attaining to 
the catadmavots. The infinitive perfect characterizes that 
which, with the dawn of the Parousia, has become an 
historically completed, definite fact. Soxj tarepnKévar, how- 
ever, does not stand pleonastically in place of the bare 
votepn or votepion (Michaelis, Carpzov, Abresch, al.), nor is 
it placed “ because, in connection with the question whether 
and where the vorepnxévas exists as a concluded, and there- 
fore irreparable, fact, the human perception does not extend 
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beyond a mere videtur” (Kurtz); for it is not here a case of 
a question to be decided by men still living upon earth. It 
serves rather, as the videatur often added in Latin, to give a 
more refined and delicate expression to the discourse. Comp. 
1 Cor. xi. 16. Enrroneously, however, Delitzsch, that in Sox7 
there is contained not only a softening, but, at the same time, 
also an accentuation of the expression; the sense being: 
“they are to take earnest heed, lest haply i should even seem 
that this or the other has fallen short.” For the augmenting 
“even” is only arbitrarily imported. — Grotius explains dox7 
by: “ne cui vestrum Jibeat,” for which, however, the construc- 
tion with the dative (S0x@ por) would have been required, 
and to which, moreover, the infinitive perfect does not lend 
itself. Schottgen finally, Baumgarten, Schulz, Paulus, Stengel, 
Ebrard, and Hofmann take do«7 in the sense of opinetur. 
The author is thus supposed to be warning the readers 
against the delusion that they were too late, ic. that they 
lived at a time when all the promises had long been fulfilled, 
and no further means of salvation was to be expected. But 
the linguistic expression in itself is decisive against this 
interpretation. The author could not then have put 
hoBnOapev odv, pyrore, but must have written pa obdv 
hoSnbapev vortepynxévat, or something similar. Moreover, 
the whole historic situation of the readers of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews is out of keeping with this view. It was not 
therein a question of consoling and calming those who still 
despaired of being able at all to attain to salvation, but of 
the warning correction of those who were wanting in the 
assurance of conviction that faith in Christ is the sufficient 
and only way to salvation. Only a warning to the readers, 
not by their own behaviour, like the fathers, to incur the 
loss of salvation, can therefore be contained in ver. 1. 

Ver. 2 corroborates in its first half the xatadevropévys, 
ver. 1, while the second half shows the danger of the 
botepnxevae in the example of others.. The emphasis in the 
first half lies upon éopev ednyyemopévor. The sense is not: 
for we, too, like them, have promise (to express this the 
addition of mets after cal yap would have been called for), 
but: for promise (sc. of entering into the xardamavais, cf. 
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vy. 1, 3) have we indeed, even as they (the fathers), sc. had 
it. — Most arbitrarily is the meaning of this and the following 
verse apprehended by Ebrard. According to Ebrard, ver. 2 ff. 
proclaims as the reason why the Jews did not attain the 
promised xatdavots, not their “subjective unbelief,” but 
“the objective imperfection of the Old Testament revelation.” 
With the second half of ver. 2, namely, a gradation (!) is 
supposed to begin, and the progress of thought to be as 
follows: “The word which we have received is even infinitely 
better than the word which the Israelites received through 
Moses. For, first, the word spoken by Moses was unable to 
bring the people to faith—it remained external to them; it 
set forth a promise, it is true, and also attached a condition, 
but it communicated no strength to fulfil this condition 
(vv. 2-5, comp. vv. 12, 13); but, secondly, the promise there 
given was not even in its purport the true one; there, earthly 
rest was promised; here, spiritual and everlasting rest 
(vv. 6-10).” That the context affords no warrant for the 
bringing out of such a meaning is self-evident. For neither 
does the author here distinguish such twofold word of promise, 
nor a twofold xatamavots, nor can AOYos .. . 7) TUYKEKPAmEevOS 
signify a word which “could not prove binding.” — Erroneous, 
too, is the view of the connection on the part of Delitzsch, to © 
whom Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebriierbr. p. 798 ff.) accedes in 
all essential particulars. According to Riehm, the (as yet 
unproved) presupposition is first provisionally expressed in 
the parenthesis, ver. 1, in a simply assertory manner, viz. 
that there is still in existence a promise of entering into the 
rest of God, a promise of which the fulfilment is yet out- 
standing, and this presupposition is then repeated, ver. 2, in 
other expressions of a more general bearing, no doubt, but 
essentially in the same way of simple assertion. Upon this, 
however, the author now wishes to furnish proof that such 
presupposition is fully warranted. Accordingly, ver. 3, he 
formulates that presupposition in the most definite manner, 
inasmuch as in the opening words of ver. 3, eicepyopeba . 

muotevoavtes, he lays down the theme which is to be 
proved in the sequel. This proof is afforded in the following 


way: the rest of God has existed long; nevertheless, in the 
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oath of God, mentioned in the words of the psalm, a rest of 
God is spoken of as yet future, and of a truth it is one and 
the same rest of God which, according to Gen. ii. 2—in so 
far as God enjoys it alone—has existed from the beginning of 
the world, and, according to the word of the psalm,—in so far 
as the people of God are to participate therein.—is one yet 
approaching. Although thus the long present rest of God 
was the aim and end of the creative activity of God, yet it is 
not the final aim which God has proposed to Himself. On 
the contrary, it is clearly apparent, from a comparison of the 
word of God pronounced upon the Israelites in the time of 
Moses, a word confirmed by an oath, with the account of the 
rest of God on the seventh day, that, according to the gracious 
designs of God, the rest, which He has enjoyed alone from the 
foundation of the world, should eventually become a rest of 
God which He enjoys in communion with His people. It is 
therefore indubitably certain, that even after the completion 
of the work of creation and the ensuing of the rest of God, 
there is still something outstanding [unfulfilled], an dzoXeuzo- 
pevov, and this consists in the fact that some, received by God 
into communion with Himself, are made partakers of that 
repose of God. This view is a mistaken one, because—(1) As 
regards the assumed proof, the assertion that in the oath of 
God, spoken of in the words of the psalm, mention is made of a 
yet future rest of God, is entirely untrue. Not of a particular 
form of the rest of God, which is still future, is the discourse, 
but only the fact is represented as future that it is shared on 
the part of men who enter into it. Fora rest of God which 
has already existed long is not opposed to a rest of God 
which is still future, nor is the rest of God, mentioned 
Gen. ii., distinguished as of another kind than that mentioned 
in the psalm. On the contrary, the rest of God, or—what is 
identical therewith—the Sabbath-rest of God, has existed in 
fact and without change from the time of the completion of 
the works of creation, and this same rest of God it is, the 
participation in which was once promised to the Israelites on 
the condition of faith, and now upon the same condition is 
promised to the Christians; it is a question therefore only of 
the Christians taking warning from the example of the 
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fathers, and not, like them, losing the promised blessing 
through unbelief. (2) That the author was desirous of still 
proving the xatanelrecOar érayyediav, cannot at all be 
supposed. For this was a fact which, as self-evident from 
that which precedes, stood in no need of a demonstration ; it 
is therefore expressed not only ver. 1, but also ver. 6, in a 
mere subsidiary clause, consequently in the form of logical 
subordination ; and even ver. 9, in which it is introduced in 
an apparently independent form, decides nothing against our 
explanation, because ver. 9, while forming a certain con- 
clusion to that which precedes, yet contains only the logical 
substructure for the exhortation attaching itself afresh at 
ver. 11. _ That at which the author alone aimed, in connec- 
tion with ver. 2 ff, was therefore the impressive confirmation 
of the paraenesis, ver. 1; and just this paraenetic main 
tendency of our section likewise fails of attaining due 
recognition in connection with the explanation of Delitzsch 
and Riehm. But when Delitzsch thinks he can support his 
view, that the xatadrevmopévns émayyedias, ver. 1, is first 
proved in the sequel, by declaring the otherwise to be 
accepted “thought that the promise of entering into God’s 
rest has remained without its fulfilment in the generation of 
the wilderness, and thus is still valid,” to be “entirely false,” 
and exclaims: “What logic that would be! The generation 
of the wilderness perished indeed, but the younger generation 
entered into Canaan, came to Shiloh (the place in the heart of 
the land, which has its name from the rest, Josh. xviii. 1), 
and had now its own fixed land of habitation, whither 
Jehovah had brought and planted it, and where He fenced it 
in (2 Sam. vii. 10);” such conclusion would be justified only 
if the author had not understood the promise given to the 
fathers in the time of Moses, of entering into God’s xata- 
mavous, at the same time in a higher sense, but had regarded 
it as fulfilled by the occupation of Canaan under Joshua; 
such, however, according to the distinct statement of ver. 8, 
is not the case.— x«ai] after xa@dzep, the ordinary cai after 
particles of comparison. : See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 409. 
—0 Aédyos THs axojs] Periphrasis of the notion érayyenia, 
ver. 1: the word of that which is heard (axon in the passive 
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sense, as Rom. x. 16; Gal. ui, 2; 1 Thess. ii. 13; John 
xil. 38), ae. the word of promise which was heard by them, 
or proclaimed to them. This periphrasis is chosen in order 
already at this stage to point out that it was by the fault 
of the fathers themselves that the word of promise became 
for them an unprofitable word, one which did not receive 
its fulfilment. It remained for them a word heard only 
externally, whereas, if it was to profit them, they must 
manifest receptiveness for the same, must believingly and 
confidingly appropriate the same. This culpability on the 
part of the fathers themselves is brought into direct relief 
by the participial clause wn cuyKxexpapévos tH Tictes 
Tots akovoacuv, containing the indication of cause to 
ovK @péAnoev, wherein tH Tictee forms an emphatic 
opposition to the preceding tis dxofs. The sense is: because 
ut was not for the hearers mingled with faith ; the dative rots 
axovoacw denoting the subject, in relation to which the p71 
ovyk. TH wiote took place. See Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. 
p- 206. Thus interpret Erasmus, translation, Calvin, Castellio, 
Gerhard, Owen, Calov, Limborch, Bengel, Kypke, Storr, Stuart, 
Reiche, Comm. Crit. p. 30; Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 696, note ; Maier, and others.’ But that the fault of this 
not being mingled was not in the word but in the men, was 
naturally understood from the connection. ovyKexpapévos is 
not to be connected with tofs axovcacwy, so that TH mictes 
would have to be taken as the dativus instrumentalis: “because 
it did not, by means of faith, mingle with them that heard it, 
become fully incorporated with them” (Schlichting, Jac. 
Cappellus, Dorscheus, S. Schmidt, Wolf, Rambach, Michaelis, 
Carpzov, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Valckenaer, Klee, Paulus, Stein, 
Delitzsch, Moll, Kurtz, Hofmann, Woerner). For manifestly 
the centres of thought for the adversative clause lie in 77s 
akons and tH miotes, while tots axovcaow only takes up 
again the indication of the persons, already known to us from 
the éxedvous, although now as characterizing these persons in 
attaching itself to Tis dKons.— Tots akovoacuy, however, 

1 Heinsius, Semler, Kuinoel, al., take rots dxodous as equivalent to dara ray 


dxovedvrwy, Which is open to no grammatical objection (cf. Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 206), and makes no alteration in the sense, 
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not the mere demonstrative pronoun, is put by the author in 
order thus once more to place hearing and believing in 
suggestive contrast. Further, the author did not write m7 
ovyKexpapévos Th Ticte THY akovoeavTwy, because he 
would thereby have conveyed the impression that the 
Israelites in the wilderness possessed indeed miotis, but the 
word of promise which was heard did not blend into a unity 
with the same; whereas by means of pu cuyxexpapévos TH 
miate. Tots axovoacwy he denies altogether the presence of 
miots in them. 

Ver. 3. Confirmation, not of xatanXeurouévns émayyedias 
«.7.r., ver. 1 (Bengel), nor of cal yap écpev etnyyedsopévos, 
ver. 2 (de Wette, Bloomfield, Bisping), and just as little of 
the two clauses of ver. 2 taken together (Delitzsch, Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebrierb. p. 799; Moll), but of 7H wiores, ver. 2. 
So also Bleek, Alford, and Kurtz. What Riehm (p. 800, note) 
alleges against this interpretation—viz. that the author has 
already, in iii. 15 ff. (specially iii. 19), shown clearly enough 
that the Israelites in the wilderness could not enter into the 
promised rest on account of their unbelief, that it was therefore 
impossible that. a special proof for this fact should once more 
be required—does not apply ; because this very muotevery was 
the main question, about the quite special accentuation of 
which he is seen from the context to be concerned. For 
surely the whole disquisition, iii. 7—iv. 13, has its all- 
combining centre precisely in the endeavour to animate to 
miotis the readers, who were in danger of sinking, like the 
fathers, into dmiotia. The emphasis rests, therefore, wpon of 
meoTevoartes, and the sense is: for into rest enter just those 
of us who have manifested faith. For ot wierevoayvtes 
cannot signify: if we have displayed faith (Bohme, de Wette, 
Bisping) ; this must have been expressed by the anarthrous 
motevoavtes, On the contrary, of muctevoavtes adds a special 
characterization of the subject of efcepyoueOa, and has the aim 
of limiting the quite generally expressed “ we” to a definite 
class of us. The present eioepyomeba is employed with 
reference to the certainty of that to be looked for in the 
future, and of muctedcavtes, not of motevoytes, is placed, 
because the wiorevewy must have already preceded as an 


CHAP. IV. 3. Live 


historic fact, before the efcépyecOar can be accomplished. — 
Kabes eipnxer «.7..] Scripture proof for the first half of ver. 3, 
from the already cited words of Ps. xcv. 11. Wrongly is 
Kaos elpneev connected by Piscator with ver. 1, by Broch- 
mann and Bleek IJ. with ver. 2. For to suppose parentheses 
before it is unwarranted. In quite a contorted manner Hof- 
mann (p. 187): with «as elpnxev begins a protasis, which 
finds its apodosis in wdadw tivd opifes jpépav, ver. 7; and 
even the fact that the latter is apodosis to ésel dmoNetrerat 
does not, according to him, preclude the possibility of this 
construction, because this second protasis is connected by ody 
with the first, as a deduction from the same! — elpnxev] sc. 
0 eds. — év TH dpyh pov] sc. at their unbelief and obstinate 
perverseness, which naturally suggested itself to the readers 
from the passage of the psalm more copiously adduced in the 
third chapter, and the reasoning of the author there attached 
to it. —xalto. Tdv Epywv amo KataBonhs Kocpou yernbértor] 
although the works were completed from the creation of the world ; 
and accordingly the xatdravots of God was something long 
present and lying in readiness, in which the Israelites, if they 
had been believing, might well have obtained part. The words, 
therefore, serve to point out the deep significance of the divine 
oath." Wrongly are they taken ordinarily as epexegesis to 
THY KaTadmavoiy pov, in supplying xatdavowy afresh after 
xaitot. Then either tay épywy x.7.A. is made dependent on 
the xatdmavow supplied, in that «airov is taken, contrary to 
linguistic usage, in the sense of “et quidem:” “into the rest, 
namely, from the works which had been completed from the 
creation of the world” (so Schlichting, S. Schmidt, Wolf, 
Carpzov, Kypke, Baumgarten, Stuart, Heinrichs, Klee, Bloom- 
field), to which construction, moreover, the repetition of the 
article r@v after Tav épywy would have been in any case 
necessary ; or else Tay épywv ... yevnfévTwy is regarded as a 
genitive absolute: “namely (or even, although), into a rest, 
which ensued upon the works of creation being completed ” 


1 The aim in zalro cov Upyov z.7.2. is not, as Bleek thinks, to prove: ‘‘ that 
men had not perchance even then, after the creation of the world, entered with 
Him [sc. by the institution of the Sabbath] into the rest here intended by God ;” 
for this was a truth which hardly stood in need of any proof. 
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(so Vatablus, Calvin, Beza, Limborch, Cramer, Bohme, Bisping), 
which however, in like manner, must grammatically have been 
otherwise expressed. But, in general, the author cannot here 
have been at all occupied with the subjoining of a definition 
with regard to the kind of rest which was meant, since he does 
not anywhere distinguish several kinds of rest, but without 
further remark presupposes that the catdmavots which ensued 
for God after the completion of the works of creation is identical 
with that once promised to the Israelites and now promised to 
the Christians. — trav épywr] sc. tod Geod. The necessity for 
thus supplementing is apparent from ver. 4; comp. also ver. 10. 
Very arbitrarily, and forcing in a thought entirely foreign to 
the context, Ebrard understands tév épywv of the works of 
men, supposing that with ca@as elpnxev “the author proceeds 
to show to what extent even the O. T. itself points out the 
insufficiency of the law and its épya” (!), regards tov Epywv as 
antithesis to the preceding of muctevoavtes (!); and finds the 
thought, “that all that which can be called épya has been 
wrought from the time of the creation of the world, but has 
not sufficed to bring mankind to the xatdzavots, to a con- 
dition of satisfied repose,” whence follows “that an entirely 
new way of salvation—not that of human doing and human 
exertion, but that of faith in God’s saving deed—is necessary 
in order to attain to the xatdwavots” (!).— amd xataBorys 
Kdcpou] from the foundation of the world, te. since the world 
began. Comp. ix. 26; Matt. xiii. 35, xxv. 34; Luke xi. 50; 
Rev. xiii. 8, xvii. 8. 

Ver. 4. Scripture proof for the thought implicitly contained 
in xairou x.7.r., ver. 3, viz. that the actual existence of the 
divine xatdmavows, from which the Israelites were to be 
excluded, has not been wanting. — The citation is from Gen. 
ii. 2, according to the LXX., with some non-essential varia- 
tions. — To e’pnxev we have to supply as subject, not 7 
ypagdy (Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, Stein, Bisping, al.), but 6 Qeds. 
For although, in the citation, God is spoken of in the third 
person, yet in elpnxev, ver. 4, the subject must be the same as 
in cal év TovT@ madwy, sc. elpnxev, ver. 5 ; in this latter passage, 
however, the subject can only be o eds, as is proved by the 
following pov. — zrov] see on ii. 6.— rept rhs EBSouns] with 
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regard to the seventh day. Comp. Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. 
p. 549; Buttmann, Gramm. des neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 71. 

Ver. 5. Renewed contrastful presentation of the relations of 
the Jewish forefathers to this existing rest of God: “ And yet 
He says again in this place (namely, the passage already cited 
ver. 3): they shall not enter into my rest.” — év tovT@] 
stands substantively, without requiring a supplementing of 
tor@ (Kuinoel), or ypdvm (Abresch), or wadue (Carpzov). 
Comp. év érépa, v. 6. 

Vv. 6,7. The author, founding his reasoning, on the one hand, 
on the truthfulness of God, and on the other, on the actual 
state of matters declared from adda, ver. 2, to Katamavolv 
ov, ver. 5, now returns to the statements: caraXerTomevns 
émayyedias, ver. 1, and nal yap écpev ednyyedtopévoe 
xabamep Kaxetvot, ver. 2, in order, by means of the opening 
words of the psalm cited, to render clear the truth contained 
in these statements concerning the non-fulfilment of the promise 
as yet, and also the necessity for not closing the heart against 
the same.! — The sense is: since then tt still remains, 1. is to 
be expected with certainty, that some enter therein (inasmuch, 
namely, as God carries also into effect that which He pro- 
mises), and the earlier recipients of the promise did not enter im 
because of their unbelief, He marks out anew a definite day, etc. 
From this relation of the first half of the protasis to the 
second, as that of a general postulate to a special historic 
fact, is explained also the indefinite tevds in the first clause. 
Wrongly Delitzsch, according to whom tevds signifies : “ others 
than those.” Some, again, find in évet ody amondelretas Twas 
eiceAOeiy the meaning: since then the promise, of entering 
into His rest, is still left, 7.2. awaits its fulfilment. So sub- 


1 Ebrard has here, too, entirely misapprehended the connection. He says: 
‘Vy. 6-8, the author passes to a new thought, to a new point of comparison 
between the work of Christ and the work of Moses. The opposition between 
the work of the one and that of the other is twofold. ... The first imperfec- 
tion in the work of Moses consisted (iv. 2-5) in the fact that his work conferred 
no power for fulfilment,—did not combine by faith with the hearers,—and on 
that account did not avail to lead into rest ; the second consists in the fact that 
the rest itself, into which the Israelites might have been led by Moses, and then 
by Joshua were led in, was only an earthly typical rest, whereas Christ leads 
into an actual rest, which intrinsically corresponds to the Sabbath-rest of God.” 
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stantially Bleek: “since it now remains, that the divine rest 
has not yet been already closed by the complete (?) fulfilment 
of the prophecy relating thereto, in such wise that no more 
entrance exists for them.” Against this, however, pleads the 
fact that the author would then have illogically co-ordinated, 
the one with the other, the two protases ver. 6, since the 
first would surely contain the result of the second. For the 
sequence of thought would then be: the former recipients of the 
promise came short of attaining salvation, and the consequence 
thercof is that the xatdravos stands open for others. It must 
thus have been written: ésrel ody arrodelretar Twas eioenOeiv 
els avTHy, TOV TpoTEpov evayyertTOEVTwY OVK EiaeEn- 
Oovtay dv amelOevav. — ot mpotepov evaryyeducbévTes] se. 
the Israelites in the wilderness. 

Ver. 7. The apodosis. We have not to construe in such 
wise that the first ojpepov shall be taken as apposition to 
jpepav: “He marks out, therefore, again a definite day (fixes 
anew a term), namely, ‘a to-day, in that—as was before 
observed—He says in David, so long time after, ‘ To-day, etc.’” 
(Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Jac. Cappellus, Carpzov, Schulz, Klee, 
Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Maier, M‘Caul, Moll). Nor yet so 
that the first onmepov is connected with Aéywv: “ He fixes, 
therefore, again a day, in that, after so long a time, He says in 
David ‘to-day ;’ even as it says: ‘To-day, if ye, etc’” (Zeger, 
Schlichting, Heinrichs, Stengel). On the contrary, the first 
onpepov already begins the citation; is then, however,—on 
account of the words parenthetically introduced by the author: 
év Aavid .. . mpoeipntar,—resumed in the second onpepov. — 
év Aavid] not: apud Davidem, i.e. in the Book of Psalms (Din- 
dorf, Schulz, Bohme, Bleek, Ebrard, Alford, Woerner, dl. ; 
with comparison of Rom. xi. 2, ix. 25), but: in the person of 
David, as the instrument of which God made use for speaking. 
The ninety-fifth psalm, although not Davidic, was ascribed to 
David in the superscription of the LXX., whom our author 
follows. — wera tocovtov ypovov] from the time of Joshua 
(ver. 8). — cas mpoepnrat] Reference to iii. 7 f., 15. 

Ver. 8. Justification of the waduw twa opifer tuépay, ver. 7. 
If Joshua had already introduced into the rest of God, God 
would not still have spoken in the time after Joshua of a 
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term (period) of entrance into the same. — adrods] se, 
TOUS mpdTepov evayyeducGévtas, ver. 6.— KaTaravewv] here 
(in accordance with the classic usage) transitive, as Ex. 
xxx. 14, Deut. 111. 20, v. 33, al.: to lead into the rest. — 
éAdret] sc. 0 Oeds.— peta tadra] belongs not to dddAns 
nuépas (Hofmann, al.), but to é\ddev, and corresponds to the 
peTa TorovTOY ypovory, ver. 77. 

Ver. 9. Deduction from vy. 7, 8, and consequently return 
to the first half of ver. 6. “Thus still remaining, still 
awaiting its advent, is a Sabbath rest for the people of God,” 
inasmuch, namely,—what the author in reasoning with the 
Hebrews might presuppose as admitted, as from David's 
time down to the present no one had entered into the 
Kkatatravots of God. As Sabbatic rest the author characterizes 
the rest of God, in adherence to the thought of ver. 4. Asa 
type of the everlasting blessedness do the Rabbins also regard 
the Sabbath. Comp. eg. Jalkut Rubeni, fol. 95. 4: Dixerunt 
Israélitae: Domine totius mundi, ostende nobis exemplar 
mundi futuri. Respondit ipsis Deus S. B.: illud exemplar 
est sabbatum. R. D. Kimchi et R. Salomo im Ps. xcii.: 
Psalmus cantici in diem Sabbati, quod hic psalmus pertineat 
ad seculum futurum, quod totum sabbatum est et quies ad 
vitam aeternam. See Wetstein and Schottgen ad loc. — 
dpa] at the beginning of a sentence is, in prose, foreign to 
the classics. Comp. however, Rom. x. 17; 2 Cor. vii. 12; 
Luke xi. 48; Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 519; Buttmann, 
Gramm. des neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 318.— The expression 
caPBBaticpos (from caBBarilew, NY, to observe the Sabbath, 
Ex. xvi. 30, ai.) only here and with Plutarch, De Superstit. 
c. 3.—T@ Aaw Tod Geod] to the people which appertains to 
God, is recognised and treated by Him as His people, since it 
has believingly devoted itself to Him. Comp. Gal. vi. 16: 
6 "Iapanr tov Geod. 

Ver. 10. There is not an establishing of the reasoning in 
ver. 9 by a reference to the essence of the Sabbatic rest 
(Delitzsch and Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebricrbr. p. 804), but 
justification of the expression cafParicpds, employed ver. 9. 
For not that which constitutes the nature of the Sabbath is 
here brought out, but the fact that in the case supposed a 
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KataTavey can be ascribed to man, even as to God. 
Wrongly (because at least elceAO@v yap eis THY KaTaTavow 
aitod «.7.d. must have been written) does Schulz refer 6 yap 
eiceX Owv to 6 Aads: “and when it has entered,” etc. And 
just as wrongly, because the context affords no point of 
support for the same, do Owen, Alting, Starck, Valckenaer, 
and more recently Ebrard and Alford, find in 0 eiced@ov a 
designation of Christ, in connection with which the épya are 
then understood of the redemption completed, or also of the 
sufferings and death undergone. On the contrary, ver. 10 
contains a universal proposition: for whoever has entered into 
His (namely, God’s) rest, has also on his part attained to rest 
from his works (the burdens and toils of the earthly life ;* 
comp. LXX. Gen. iii. 17: émixatdpatos yh év Tots Epyous 
cov; v. 29: odTos Svavarratce, uds ato Tov Epyav Huov 
Kal ad TOV AUTOV TOY YElpOv ov Kal aro THs ys, 7s 
Katnpadcato Kuvpwos 6 Oeds. Comp. also. Rey. xiv. 13): even 
as God from His own (works, the works of creation); for him 
has thus the Sabbath of everlasting blessedness set in. 

Vy. 11-138. Conclusion by way of warning admonition. — 
oTovddcwpev] not: festinemus (Vulg.), but: let owr earnest 
effort be directed to this end. — ovv] deduces the inference 
from all that has been hitherto said, from iii. 7 onwards. — 
éxelynv thy Katdtavow] that very katdmavacs, of which 
the discourse has heretofore been, which was described as a 
Katarravows of God, as one already promised to the. fathers, 
and then again to us, as a possession which they, on account 
of their disobedience and unbelief, failed to obtain, but which 
is still open to us as an ideal Sabbatic rest and everlasting 
blessedness, if we manifest faith and confidence. — iva pn év 
TO AUTO Tis UTrodeiywate Técn THS atrecOcias] lest any one 
fall into the same example of unbelief, i.e. lest any one fall into 
the same obstinate perversity as the fathers, and like them 
become a warning example for others. Thus the Vulgate, 
Luther, Beza, Cornelius a Lapide, Grotius, Abresch, Alford, 


1 What is meant is not the works or labour ‘‘of sanctification” (Tholuck, 
Grimm, Theol. Literaturbl. to the Darmst. A. K.-Z. 1857, No. 29, p. 664); 
and still less the ritual ordinances of Judaism (Braun, Akersloot, Cramer, 
Semler, and Griesbach). 
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Kurtz, Hofmann, Woerner, and others. awiémresv év is also 
quite usual in classical authors; see Passow and Pape 
ad vocem. From mimrewy eis it is distinguished only by 
a greater degree of significance in that it does not merely 
like this express the falling into something, but also the 
subsequent lying in the same. Others, as Chrysostom, 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, Vatablus, Calvin, Schlichting, 
Jac. Cappellus, Wolf, Bengel, Carpzov, Schulz, Heinrichs, 
Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, Tholuck, Bisping, Grimm (Theol. 
Literaturbl. to the Darmstadt A. K.-Z 1857, No. 29, 
p- 664; the last-named because the expression “to fall into 
an example,” instead of “to afford an example,” is supposed to 
be a forced one,—the expression, however, is only a concise 
one (see above),—and because mlmrew is probably chosen 
with a retrospective glance to iii, 17, the passage to which 
reference is here made, with the difference that the word 
there denoted the physical destruction. But such intention 
in connection with the choice of the word is not at all to be 
assumed), Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 774), 
Maier, Kluge, Moll, Ewald, take wéon absolutely: “fall, ie. 
to be brought to ruin, perish.” In that case év is explained 
either by per (Wolf, Stengel, Ewald, a/.), or “ conformably to 
[gemiss|]” (Tholuck), or propter (Carpzov), or, what with this 
construction would alone be correct, of the condition, the state 
in which one is (Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm, 
Maier, Moll): “in giving the same example.” But this 
whole construction is artificial Opposed to it is likewise 
the position of éon. For had this word such emphasis as 
it must have so soon as it is taken in the absolute sense, it 
would not have been inserted in such subordinate, unac- 
centuated fashion between the other words, but have been 
introduced at the very beginning of the proposition: Wa pm 
Tis TECH KATA. 

Vv. 12,13. Warning demonstration of the necessity for 
compliance with the exhortation uttered ver. 11.1— 0 doyos 


1 Ebrard’s commentary here too abounds in quixotic caprice, such as disowns 
all linguistic basis. According to Ebrard, the preceding warning of ver. 11 is 
yet further enforced, ver. 12, by the reminder that in our case (!) that excuse (!) 
is removed, which, according to ver. 2 (!), still existed in the case of the con- 
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rod Oeod] the word of God. By these words we have not, with 
many Fathers, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Thomas Aquinas, 
Lyra, Cajetan, Clarius, Justinian, Cornelius a Lapide, Jac. 
Cappellus, Gomar, Owen, Heinsius, Alting, Clericus, Cramer, 
Ewald, al., the hypostatic word of God, or Christ, as the 
second person of the Godhead. For although this mode of 
designating Christ in the case of the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, according to i. 1-3, and on account of the points 
of contact he displays with Philo, can present nothing strange 
in itself, yet the expression was too unusual for it to be 
employed and understood without further indication, in this 
special sense, where the connection did not even lead up to 
it. Moreover, the predicates évepyjs, Towwtepos K.T.r., and 
KpeTixos (instead of kpuTHs), seem better suited to an impersonal 
than a personal subject. The majority understand 6 Adyos Tod 
Oeod of the word of God, as proclaimed and as preserved in 
Scripture. They refer it then either to the gospel (Cameron, 
Grotius, Wittich, Akersloot, Ebrard, al.), or to the threatenings 
of God (Schlichting, Michaelis, Abresch, Bohme, Heinrichs, a/.), 
or, finally, to the threatenings and promises of God taken 
together (Beza, Schulz, Bisping, al.). 6 Noyos Tod Ged is to 
be understood quite generally: “that which God speaks,” as, 
indeed, the whole proposition, vv. 12, 13, contains a general 
sentence. But that “that which God speaks” was then, in 
its application to the case here specially coming under notice, 
the call to receptivity of heart repeatedly made by God 
through the psalmist, and the exclusion from His catdaravots 
threatened in the event of obstinate disobedience and unbelief, 
was for the reader self-evident from the connection. — The 
word of God is characterized in progressive enhancement. It 
is called fav, living, on account of its inner vital power (not 
on account of its everlasting, intransitory continuance, 


temporaries of Moses. For us nothing is wanting (!) on the part of the word of 
God ; for (!) the word of God is living, powerful, penetrating into the soul ; if 
we (!) should fall victims to unbelief, the guilt would rest upon ourselves alone (!). 
According to Ebrard, the genitive rod 4:00 forms an opposition to the first person 
plural cxrovedouuey (!), and ver, 12 a supplementary material opposition to 
ver. 2(!). That ‘‘this profound and delicate connection has hitherto been over- 
looked by all expositors ” is natural enough. Even after Ebrard has discovered 
it, it will still remain unnoticed. 
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Schlichting, Abresch; nor as “cibus ac nutrimentum, quod 
hominum animis vitam conservat,” Carpzov; nor, in opposi- 
tion to the rigid lifeless law, Ebrard); évepyns, effective, on 
account of its asserting itself, manifesting itself vigorously in 
the outer world. The latter is the consequence of the former, 
and both in this connection refer to the power of punishing its 
contemners, which is inherent in the word of God.— The 
penetrating sharpness of this power of punishment is described 
in ascending gradation in the sequel. — Kat ropwrepos vmrép 
Tacav payaipav Sictouoy] and more trenchant than every 
(any) two-edged sword. wtmép after a comparative (Luke 
xvi. 8; Judg. xi. 25, LXX. Cod. Vaticanus), like zrapd, i. 4. 
payxyatpa Sictomos, a sword with twofold mouth, «¢. with 
an edge on both sides (audotépwbev d&eta). The same 
expression in the LXX. Judg. iii. 16; Prov. v. 4. Comp. 
poudaia Sictopos, Rev. i. 16, ii, 12; LXX. Ps. exlix. 6; 
Ecclus. xxi. 3. Similarly, Eurip. Helen. 989: éuov pos Arrap 
aoa Siatouov Eidos trode; Orest. 1309: Sirtvya, Sictowa 
gpdoyava.— The proof for the statement: toudrepos tmép 
Tacayv payapay Siotouov, is contained in the words: Kal 
Svixvovpevos axpt mepicpod rrvyis Kal mvevpaTos, a4pwav Te Kab 
pverov| and piercing to the separating of soul and spirit, joints 
as well as marrow. jeptopmos denotes the action of separat- 
ing, and the separating subject is the word of God. Wrongly 
does Schlichting (comp. also Bohme) take it locally, or as 
reflexive: to the secret spot where soul and spirit separate. 
Such construction is to be rejected, as otherwise the clause 
following would have also to be explained in like manner: 
where joints and marrow separate. Joints and marrow, how- 
ever, not being, in the human organization, things coming into 
direct contact, the thought would be inappropriate, whether we 
understand dppadv te kal wveddy in the literal or non-literal 
sense. Schlichting, to be sure, will make dpydy te Kai pvedoy 
no longer dependent upon pepicpod, but take it as co-ordinate 
with pepsopod (“... ut gladius iste penetrare dicatur ad loca 
in homine abditissima, etiam illuc, ubi anima cum spiritu con- 
nectitur et ab eo dividitur, itemque ubi sunt membrorum com- 
pages et medullae”). But for this distinction the repetition 
of dypt before dpuev would have been necessary. An entire 
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failure, finally, is also the method proposed by Hofmann 
(Schriftbew. I. 2 Aufl. p. 297, and likewise still in his Comm. 
p. 192), in order to preserve the local acceptation, in making 
apuyis ab mvevparos dependent on dpydy te Kat preddv: “to 
the point at which it dissects and dissolves both joints and 
marrow of the inner life, the secret ligaments of its connection 
and the innermost marrow of its existence.” For then the 
readers would be required to understand an arrangement of 
the words which has not, as Hofmann thinks, perhaps “ its 
parallel” in Heb. vi. 1, 2, but which is, on the contrary, 
altogether impossible, on account of the addition of wepropod 
already to Wuyis Kal mvevparos, and therefore nowhere finds 
its analogon in the N. T., not to say in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. All four words: wuyis, mvevparos, apuoy, and 
fever, depend upon peptomod, and not a dividing of the soul 
Jrom the spirit, of joinings or joints from the marrow, is 
intended, nor yet a dividing of the soul and spirit from joints 
and marrow (Bohme), but a dividing of the soul, the spirit, 
etc., cach in wtself is meant. The two last substantives, how- 
ever, are not co-ordinate to the two first (Calvin, Beza, 
Cameron, Storr, Delitzsch, al.), but subordinate. For wuy) 
and mvedma, which are distinguished from each other as 
characterizing respectively the lower sensuous life and the 
higher life of the spirit, here set forth without any more special 
limitation the inner side of human life generally, in opposition 
to the c#pua or body, which latter alone an earthly sword is 
able to pierce, and dpmol te Kal vedo is not to be under- 
stood of the joints and marrow of the body, but of the liga- 
ments and marrow of the wuy7 and wvedpa, is thus a 
figurative expression to denote the innermost, most hidden 


1 So Delitzsch still explains, who represents the author as giving expression to 
the grossly sensuous conception, regardless whether such conception is in 
harmony with the author’s refined mode of thought,—that the word of God 
points out ‘‘to man the antitheistic forces of his bodily nature, which has 
become wholly, and to all the joints and marrow (cerebral marrow, spinal 
marrow, etc.), a seat of sin and death!” The expression is supposed to adapt 
itself, without itself becoming figurative, to the figure of the wéyapa. It is 
presupposed that the word of God has already accomplished its work of dissec- 
tion (!) to the skeleton, with its bones and sinews (!), or at least presupposed 
that all, so far as this, is manifestly to be performed with ease. A stop, how- 
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depth of the rational life of man. In such transferred signi- 
fication pvedos is used also with the classics. Comp. 
Themist. Orat. 32, p. 357: (dddvn) elodeduxvia eis avdtov tov 
Tov puedov THS Wuxijs; Eurip. Hippol. 255 f.: yphv yap 
peTplas eis GAAjAOUS gidlas OvynTodls avakipvacbar Kal pH 
Tpos dKpov pverov >uyiis. apuos, however, a fastening together, 
uniting, joint, could likewise be employed metaphorically, 
inasmuch as it receives its signification as joint of the human 
body only from the addition of tod cdparos or from the con- 
nection, but elsewhere occurs in the most varied combinations 
and relations. Comp. eg. dpuos Ovpas, Dionys. Hal. v. 7 ; 
appol NuGov, Ecclus. xxvii. 2, al. — It is, moreover, worthy of 
notice that Philo also ascribes to his divine Logos a like 
cutting and severing power. He calls the same Tomeds Tov 
cuptravtwv, which God has whetted to the most piercing 
sharpness, which on that account not only separates all 
sensuous things and penetrates to the atoms, but even divides 
the supra-sensuous, separating the soul into the rational and 
irrational, the reason into the true and false, the perception 
into the clear and the obscure. Comp. especially, Quis rerwm 
divinarum haeres. p. 499 (with Mangey, I. p. 491): Eir 
éminréyer’ AtetrAev aita péca [Gen. xv. 10] 70 Tis od rpocGeis, 
iva tov adidaxtov évvons Oedov Téuvovta Tds Te TOV THMATOV 
Kal Tpaypatev éEfs atdcas jppocbar Kal jvdcbat SoKxovoas 
dices TH Tomel TOY GuUTadYTaY avTod OY Ss, Els THY 
oéuTatny aKkovnbels axunv, Svarpav ovdérroTe Ayer TA aicOnTa 
mavta’ éreday S€ péxyps TOV aTOMwY Kal heyomévov dpepav 
dueEEXOn, TAAL ard ToUT@Y TA KOYw DewpynTa els auvOrTOUS 
Kai aTrepuypadous polpas apyeTat Cvatpeiy obTOS 0 Tomets .. 

“Exactov ovv Tav Tpidv Suede pécov, THY pev wwuyny eis 


ever, is not made here, but it further separates the joints of the bones, with the 
sinews or tendons serving to their movement, and cuts through the bones them- 
selves, so that the marrow they contain is laid bare. Thus, then, the word 
renders the whole man transparent to God and to himself, and unveils in 
sharpest and most rigid analysis his most psychico-spiritual and innermost 
physical (!) condition ; whereby it is then seen that, in so far as the man has 
not yet given scope to the work of grace, and in so far as the latter has not yet 
been able to accomplish itself, the marrow of the body is as corrupt as the spirit, 
which is as it were the marrow of the soul, and the joints of the body as corrupt 
as the soul, which is as it were the joint of the spirit (!). 
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Aoyxov Kat droyov, Tov Sé Adyor eds AANOEes TE Kat rEeddos, 
tiv 8 alcOnow els KaTadnmTikny pavtaciay Kal aKaTa- 
Anwrov, — Ibid. p. 500 (1. p. 492): Obrws 0 Oeds axovnod- 
pevos TOV TOMéa TAY cUTaYT@V avTod Adyov Scalpel THY TE 
dpoppov Kal amowov Tov Sr\wv ovolav, Kat Ta €E& adThs 
amoxpiévta Téccapa Tod Kdcpou oToLxela, etc. — Comp. also 
de Cherubim. p. 112 f. (with Mangey, I. p. 144), where Philo 
finds in the droyivyn pouwdaca, Gen, ili. 24, a symbol of the 
Logos, and then observes with regard to Abraham: Ovy opas, 
dt kal “ABpaam 6 codpds, vita ApEato Kata Ocdv petpetv 
mavra Kal pondev amorelre TO YyevvnT@e, NapBaver TIS 
proylvns powdatas (te. of the divine Logos) wiunua, rip 
Kal payatpav [Gen. xxii, 6] dverey cai xatapreEar TO 
Ountov ad éavtod yAuyouevos, va yupvn Th Svavolga weTapovos 
mpos Tov Gedy avarTh.— Kal KpiTiKos evOupnoewy Kal évyvordv 
Kapdias| and qualified to take cognizance of, or to judge 
(wrongly Heinrichs, Kuinoel, al.: to condemn), the dispositions 
and thoughts of the heart. — évOvpncewv] Matt. ix. 4, xii. 25 ; 
Acts xvii. 29. — évvoiwv] 1 Pet. iv. 1. 

Ver. 13. Transition from the word of God to God Himself. 
That the twofold atvrod and the év, ver. 13, cannot be 
referred to Christ,’ follows from the correct interpretation of 
0 Aoyos Tod Geod, ver. 12. That, however, in general not the 
total notion 6 Aeyos tod Geod (so Ebrard still) can form the 
subject of the pronouns, ver. 13, but only the o @eds to be 
deduced therefrom, is evident from the expression tots 6¢0an- 
pLots avtod, which is appropriate only to the latter, not to the 
former. The transition from the word of God to God Himself 
was, moreover, a very natural one, inasmuch as in the word of 
God, God Himself is present and operative. — «rious] as Rom. 
vill. 39, and frequently, in the most universal sense: any 
creature, and indeed here not merely as regards its external 
existence, but also as regards its inner essence. Quite mis- 
takenly Grotius, who is followed by Carpzov: Videtur mihi 
hoc loco «riots significare opus hominis, quia id est velut crea- 
tura hominis. — 5é] on the contrary. See on ii. 6. — tetpa- 


1 As is done even by Dorscheus, Caloy, Wittich, Braun, Brochmann, and 
Schottgen, although they do not explain hypostatically the word of God in 
ver, 12, 
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xmucpéva] laid bare. Hesychius: repavepopeva. tpayn- 
ALGecv means: to bend back the neck of the victim, in the act of 
slaying, in order to lay bare the chest, then generally: to lay 
bare, disclose, expose to view. See the Lexicons of Passow and 
Pape on the word. Comp. Hom. Ji. i 459: ad &puvcay, se. 
Tov Tpaynrov TOU iepod; Orpheus, Argon. 311: tadpov opdfov, 
avaxrivas Kepamijy eis aifépa Siav; P. Fr. Ach. Nitsch, 
"Beschreibung des hiiuslichen, gottesdienstlichen wu. s. w. Zustandes 
der Griechen, 2 Aufl. Th. I. p. 667. Others, as Elsner, Wolf, 
Baumgarten, Kuinoel, Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, and Maier, 
would, after the precedent of Perizonius, ad Aeliant Var. Hist. 
xi. 58, derive the signification “lay bare” to tpaynrifew, 
from the practice in antiquity of laying hold of transgressors 
by the neck when they were being led away to execution, 
and bending back the head, that they might be exposed to the 
gaze of all. Appeal is made not amiss to Suetonius in favour 
of this custom, Vitell. 17: donec (Vitellius) religatis post 
terga manibus, injecto cervicibus laqueo, veste discissa, semi- 
nudus in forum tractus est ... reducto coma capite, ceu 
noxii solent, atque etiam mento mucrone gladii subrecto, ad 
visendam praeberet faciem neve submitteret. In like manner 
to Pliny, Panegyr. 34. 3: Nihil tamen gratius, nihil seculo 
dignius, quam quod contigit desuper intueri delatorum supina 
ora retortasque cervices. Yet a Roman custom cannot in 
itself afford a standard for determining the signification of a 
Greek word. Yet others, as Cameron, Brochmann, and Klee, 
suppose the general signification : “to lay bare,’ for tpaynné- 
fev, to arise from the circumstance that the verb is used also 
of the wrestler, who grasps his opponent by the throat, and 
hurls him down backwards, whereby the face of the latter ** 
exposed to the full view of the spectators (Cameron: Videtur 
esse metaphora petita a re palaestrica. Nam luctatores tum 
demum adversarium dicuntur tpayndiew, cum obstricto collo 
ita versant, ut objiciant spectatorum oculis nudum conspicien- 
dum et retectum undiquaque, id quod tum demum maxime 
fit, quum ejus cervicibus inequitant). But the exposing of 
the face of the thrown opponent was a circumstance of no 
importance in the tpayndfew of the athlete, because not at 
all necessarily connected therewith. Further, and not less im- 
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probable derivations, see in Bleek.— pos dv x.7.A.] is to be 
taken in close combination only with the avrod immediately 
preceding, not likewise, as is done by Michaelis, Bloomfield, 
and Hofmann (Schriftbew. I. 2 Aufl. p. 104), with the first 
avtod, and upon piv falls no emphasis (against Ebrard and 
Alford). The words for the rest have too little the character 
of independence to justify our taking them alone, with Alford, 
and separating them by a colon from that which precedes. 
mpos ov nulv 0 AGyos] towards whom exists for us the relation, 
Le. with whom we have to do. Calvin: vertendum erat: cum 
quo nobis est ratio: cujus orationis hic est sensus, Deum esse, 
qui nobiscum agit, vel cum quo nobis est negotium, ideoque 
non esse ludendum quasi cum homine mortali, sed quoties 
verbum ejus nobis proponitur, contremiscendum esse, quia 
nihil ipsum lateat. Comp. 1 Kings i. 14 and 2 Kings ix. 5: 
Aoryos pot pos oé. — Aristides, Lewctr. iv. p. 465: euol dé cat 
TodTo Oavpactoyv aivetat, eb tis TO pev OnBaiovs povous 
avtTiTadous nuiv KatarepOjvar Séd1e, TO dé pds apHoTépous 
nuiv elvat Tov AOyov, oddevds aELov Kpives PoBov. Further 
examples in Wetstein and Bleek. Incorrectly do Luther, 
Vatablus, Cameron, Schlichting, Cornelius a Lapide [Piscator 
hesitates between this and the rendering above given], Grotius, 
Calov, Wolf, Schulz, Stengel, a/., generally with an appeal to 
mpos, i. 7, 8, and a comparison of v. 11, take mpds dv nuiv o 
Novos as equivalent to wepl ob uty o Adyos. Moreover, some- 
thing entirely foreign is imported by Ewald when, with a 
reference to u. 10 f.,, he finds in the words the sense: “to 
whom, as a friend and brother, we can always most confidently 
speak.” Finally, the Peshito, Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theo- 
phylact, Primasius, Erasmus Paraphr., Clarius, Zeger, Owen, 
Limborch, Michaelis, Whitby, Cramer, Stuart, Hofmann, d/., 
explain: to whom we shall have to give an account of our 
actions. In itself this interpretation would be admissible ; 
but, inasmuch as the words must in consequence thereof be 
taken in reference to an event yet future, we should neces- 
sarily expect the addition of éoras. 

Ver. 14—x. 18. The author has, in that which precedes, 
compared Christ with the angels and then with Moses, and 
proved the superiority of Christ over both. He applies him- 
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self now to a third point of the comparison, in that he insti- 
tutes a comparison between Christ and the Levitical high 
priests, and developes on every side the exalted character of 
His high-priesthood above the Levitical high-priesthood, with 
regard to His person, with regard to the sanctuary in which 
He fulfils His office, and with regard to the sacrifice presented. 
The copiousness of this new dogmatic investigation—which 
is subservient to the same paraenctic aim as the preceding 
expositions, and therefore opens with an exhortation of the 
same nature with the former ones, and is presently interrupted 
by a somewhat lengthy warning-paraenetic interlude—is to 
be explained by the greater importance it had for the readers, 
who, in narrow-minded over-estimate of the temple cultus 
inherited from the fathers, regarded the continued participa- 
tion in this cultus as necessary for the complete expiation of 
sin and the acquiring of everlasting salvation, and, because they 
thought nothing similar was to be found in Christianity, were 
exposed to an imminent peril of turning away from the latter 
and relapsing entirely into Judaism. Compare the explanation 
already given by Chrysostom, Hom. viii. init.: ’E7edy yap 
ovdev Hp (sc. in the New Covenant) cwpatixoy 4) pavtactiKor, 
oloy ov vacs, oy ayia ayiwv, ody lepeds TooadTny exer KaTa- 
CKEUNY, OV TapaTnpncEls vopiKai, GAN trnAdTepa Kal TEdELO- 
TEepa TAVTA, Kal OdeY TOY GwpUATLKaY, TO dé TAY év Tols TvEV- 
patiKols Hv, ovX oUTw O€ Ta TVEVPATLKA TOS aadOevertépoUS 
eTYETO WS TA TwpaTiKd, ToUTOV YapiY ToOUTOY Gov KLVEL TOV 
Aoyov.— The transition to this new section is formed by 
vv. 14-16. 

Ver. 14. The introductory phrase: éyovres ody apysepéa, 
presupposes that the author has already had occasion to speak 
of Jesus as dpytepevs. We are therefore led back for ody to 
ii. 17, iii, 1. But, since there is further added to dpysepéa 
the qualification wéyav and SuernrvOdTa Tods odvpavods, 
and thus also these characteristics must be presupposed as 
known from that which precedes, we have consequently not 
to limit odv, in its backward reference, to ii. 17, iii. 1, but to 
extend it to the whole disquisition, i 1—iii. 6, in such wise 
that (logically, indeed, in a not very exact manner) péyay, 
SveAnrvOoTa Tovs ovpavovs glances back in general to the 
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dignity and exaltedness of the person of Jesus, as described 
in these sections. — Erroneously does Delitzsch suppose that 
by means of ody the exhortation xkpatdpev Ths oworoylas is 
derived as a deduction from vy. 12, 13. Such opinion would 
be warranted only if, with the omission of the participial 
clause, merely xpaTapmev obv Ths ouoroylas had been written. 
For since xpaTtdpev ths oporoylias has received its own 
justification in the prefixed @yovres «.7.X., apart from that 
which immediately precedes, it is clear that, in connection 
with ver. 14, there is no further respect had to the contents 
of vv. 12, 13. It is not therefore to be approved that 
Delitzsch, in order to make room for the unfortunate 
reference to vv. 12, 13, will have ody logically attached to 
the verb Kpat@pev, instead of the participle, with which it is 
erammatically connected, and to which, as the most simple 
and natural, the like passage, x. 19 ff, also points. What 
laboured confusion of the relations would Delitzsch require 
the reader to assume, when he is called to regard éyovtes x.7.. 
as being at the same time a recapitulation of that which has 
been said before, and continuation of the argument; and yet, 
spite of all this, to look upon kpat@pev Tis oporoyias as a 
deduction from vv. 12, 13! In any case, the connection 
asserted by Delitzsch to exist between ver. 14 and vv. 12,13: 
“the word of God demands obedience and appropriation, 2.e. 
faith, not, however, as merely a faith locked up within the 
breast, but also a loud Yea and Amen, unreserved and fear- 
less confession, ovodoyia from mouth and heart, as the echo 
thereof,’ is in itself a baseless imagination; because the 
before - demanded wiotss and the here demanded oporoyia 
are by no means distinguished from each other as a minus 
and a majus, but, on the contrary, in the mind of the author 
of the epistle are synonyms. It results that odv stands in a 
somewhat free relation to the foregoing argument, con- 
sequently must not at all be taken as, strictly speaking, an 
illative particle, with which that which precedes is first 
brought to a close, but as a particle of reswming, which, in 
the form of a return to that which has already been said 
before, begins a new section. — péyav] does not in such wise 
appertain to apyrepéa that only in combination with the same 
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it should form the idea of the high priest (Jac. Cappellus, 
Braun, Rambach, Wolf, Carpzov, Michaelis, Stuart), but is 
indicative of the quality of the high priest, and means 
exalted, just as péyas, x. 21, in combination with (epeds. 
Comp. also xiii. 20.— As the author of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews represents Christ the Son of God, so also does 
Philo (De Somn. p. 598 A, with Mangey, I. p. 654) represent 
the divine Logos as 6 péyas dpytepeds. Comp. ibid. p. 597 
(I. p. 653): Avo yap, ws Eorxev, lepa Oeod, ev peév bde 0 
KOoL0S, EV @ Kal apxLepeds 0 TPwTOYoVES avTOdD Oetos Aoyos, 
érepov dé AoyeKT Arvy7, is lepeds 6 mMpds adjOeav dvOpwTos. 
— dSuAnrvoora tovs otpavovs] elucidatory demonstration of 
péyav. Wrongly is it translated by Luther (as also by the 
Peshito): who has ascended up to heaven; by Calvin, Peirce, 
Ernesti, al.: gut coelos ingressus est. It can only signify 
[ Piscator, Owen, Bengel, Tholuck, Stuart, al.]: who has passed 
through the heavens, sc. in order, exalted above the heavens 
(cf. vii. 26; Eph. iv. 10), to take His seat upon the throne 
of the Divine Majesty G. 3, 13). Allusion to the high 
priest of the Old Covenant, who, in order to make atonement 
for the people, passed through the courts of the Temple, and 
through the Temple itself, into the Most Holy Place. Comp. 
ix. 11.—’Incodv tov vidv tod Oeod] emphatic apposition to 
apxlepéa péyav x.7.X., in which the characterization of Jesus 
as the vios tod Geod (i. 1, 5, vi. 6, vii. 3, x. 29) serves anew 
to call attention to the dignity of the New Testament High 
Priest. Quite mistaken are Wolf and Bohme in their 
conjecture that the object in the addition of tov vioy rod 
Geod is the distinction of Jesus from the Joshua mentioned 
ver. 8. For the mention of Joshua, ver. 8, was, as regards 
the connection, only an incidental one, on which account 
there also not even a more precise definition was given to the 
name. — Kpatapev Tihs oporoyias] let us hold fast (vi. 18; 
Col. ii. 19; 2 Thess. ii. 15; wrongly Tittmann: lay hold of, 
embrace) the confession. opodoyia is not, with Storr, to be 
referred specially to the confession of Christ as the High 
Priest, but to be taken in general of the Christian confession. 
The expression is here too used objectively, as iii. 1, of the 
sum or subject-matter of the Christian’s belief. 
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Ver. 15. Further justification of the demand, ver. 14, of 
stedfast adherence to the Christian confession. For the 
High Priest of Christians is not merely a highly exalted One 
(ver. 14), He is also qualified, since as Brother He stands 
very closely related to believers, and has been tempted as 
they are, to have sympathy for their weaknesses. Comp. 
ii 17,18. Calvin: In nomine Filii Dei, quod posuit, subest 
ea majestas, quae nos ad timorem et obsequium adigat. Verum 
si nihil in Christo aliud consideremus, nondum pacatae erunt 
conscientiae. Quis enim non reformidet Filii Dei conspec- 
tum, praesertim quum reputamus, qualis sit nostra conditio, 
nobisque in mentem veniunt peccata nostra? Deinde Judaeis 
aliud obstare poterat, quia Levitico sacerdotio assueverant : 
illic cernebant hominem mortalem unum ex aliis electum, qui 
sanctuarium ingrediebatur, ut sua deprecatione reconciliaret 
fratres suos Deo. Hoc magnum est, quum mediator, qui 
placare erga nos Deum potest, unus est ex nobis. Haec 
illecebra poterat Judaeos illaqueare, ut sacerdotio Levitico 
semper essent addicti, nisi occurreret apostolus, ac ostenderet 
Filium Dei non modo excellere gloria, sed aequa bonitate et 
indulgentia erga nos esse praeditum. Whereas dvydpevov 
oupta@joas and memeipacpévoy Kata Tavta Kal opornta 
bring out the homogeneity of the New Testament High 
Priest with that of the Old Testament (comp. v. 2), the 
dissimilarity at the same time existing between the two is 
rendered apparent by yapls apaptias. — cupTrabety| to have 
sympathy, compassionate feeling. Comp. x. 34. Preliminary 
condition to bestowing succour and redemption. — ai acGévevar 
av] the conditions of human weakness, as well moral as 
physical, which have been called forth by the entrance of sin 
into the world. — were:pacpévoy dé] contains in the form 
of a correction of y2) Svvdyevoy the proof of the capacity 
for having sympathy.— «ata wavra] Comp. ii. 17.— xa? 
ouotoTnta] sc. nuov (comp. vil. 15: Kata Ti opoidtnta 
Medyioedéx), or juiv (comp. Polyb. xiii. 7. 2: "Hv yap 
eldwAov yuvatKeiov, ToAVTENeoW ipartiows Hupiecuévov, KATA 
dé yy poppny eis opowtyTa TH TOV NdBidos yuvacki 
Sitapdpws atreipyacpevov), or even mpos as (comp. Philo, 

‘Incorrectly does Ebrard take ver. 15 as elucidation of txyovres dprciepéa. 


CHAP. IV. 16. 189 


de Profugis, p. 458 A, with Mangey, I. p. 553: cata tip 
Mpos TaAG omotoTnta): in like (similar) manner as we. — 
xopis auaptias] without sin, i.e. without sin arising out of 
the temptations, or more clearly: without His being led into 
sinning, as a result of His being tempted. Comp. vii. 26; 
2 Cor. v. 21; 1 John iii. 5; 1 Pet. ii. 22. When Hofmann 
(Schrifthew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 37) and Delitzsch will discover 
in these words the additional indication that in the case of 
Jesus temptation also found no sin present, this is indeed true 
as to the fact, but open to the misconception of being 
supposed to imply that even the possibility of sinning on the 
part of Jesus is denied, whereas surely this possibility in 
itself must be conceived of as an essential factor in the idea 
of being tempted ; and opposed to the context, because ywpls 
apaptias is the continued note of modality of ere:pacpévor, 
and thus cannot possibly specify something that was already 
present, even before the zespdfec@ar came in. More in 
accordance with the context, therefore, does Alford express 
himself: “Throughout these temptations, in their origin, in 
their process, in their result,—sin had nothing in Him: He 
was free and separate from it.’ Wrongly Jac. Cappellus, 
Calmet, Semler, Storr, Ernesti, Heinrichs, Kuinoel, and 
others: tempted in all things, sin excepted. For in that case 
xopis THs dwaptias (with the article) would be written, and 
this be connected. immediately with cata mavra. Mistaken, 
however, is also the explanation of Oecumenius, Schlichting, 
Dindorf: without having committed sin, as a guiltless one; an 
interpretation which would be admissible only if wespafecOae 
could be referred specially to the enduring of outward 
sufferings, which might be seen to be a consequence of sin. — 
Comp., for the rest, on ywpis awaptias likewise the kindred 
statements concerning the divine Logos in Philo, de Profugis, 
p. 466 B (with Mangey, I. p. 562): Aéyouev ydp, Tov apyepea 
ovK avOpwrov adda AGyov Ociov civat, TavT@V ovyx EKoVTIwY 
povov adda Kal akovolay adicnudtav ayéetoxov. — Ibid. 
p. 467 C (1. p. 563): duéroxos yap kai amapddextos mavTos 
elvas TEPUKEY GUapTHLATOS. 

Ver. 16. Encouragement, derived from the character of the 
High Priest of the New Testament, as brought into relief, 
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ver. 15.— mpocépyer Oar] approach, draw near, in order to 
have community with something. Comp. vii. 25, x. 1, 22, 
xi. 6, xii, 18, 22. Too specially Delitzsch, Kurtz, and Ewald, 
who explain: drawing near in prayer for aid or succour. — 
pera Trappnoias| with confidence (iii. 6), inasmuch as we 
possess, in the very office of intercessor, a High Priest who is 
not only exalted, but also full of sympathy, who thus has not 
only the power, but also the will to help. — Opovos tijs yapetos] 
not: Christ Himself (Gerhard, 8. Schmidt, Carpzov, Ernesti, 
al.), not: the throne of Christ (Primasius [also Tena, arguing 
from the Vulgate of ii. 9], Schlichting, Limborch, Chr. Fr. 
Schmid, a.), ut the throne of God, at whose right hand 
Christ is seated. Comp. viii. 1, xii, 2 [Eph. ii. 18]. It is 
called, however, the throne of grace, because the nature of the 
New Covenant has, as its presupposition, not strictly judicial 
retribution, according to the works of men, but compassion 
and grace on the part of God; the believer feels himself united 
to God as a loving Father, who has remitted to him the guilt 
and punishment of sin. A reference for the rest to the cover 
of the ark of the covenant, regarded as the seat of the God- 
head in the sanctuary (the M52 or iAaotyHprov of the Old 
Covenant), assumed by Piscator, Schédttgen, Wolf, Carpzov, 
Cramer, Abresch, Kuinoel, Paulus, a/., and still in recent times 
by Bloomfield and Bisping (comp. also Kurtz ad loc.), in con- 
nection with the expression : 0 Opovos THs ydpsros, is not indi- 
cated by anything in the text.— To obtain mercy and find 
grace (Inuke i. 30; Acts vil. 46; comp. j7 8¥9, Gen. vi. 8, 
xvi. 3, and frequently) are synonymous terms. All distinc- 
tions, as that of Bohme: €dcos magis id appellat, quo indige~ 
bant calamitatibus oppressi lectores, yapus, quo peccatis non 
carentes; of Stein, that édeos relates to compassion towards 
the sinner, ydpis to every manifestation of grace ; of Bisping, 
that €deos refers more to the forgiveness of sins and deliver- 
ance from sufferings, while ya@pis refers to the communication 
of higher gifts of grace; of Hofmann, that ydpw cdpicKew 
means “to be brought into a state of favour with any one, to 
become an object of his good-will;” AapwBavew Edeos, on the 
other hand, is “a receiving of that which the kind and gracious 
One accords to those in need of His kindness, just on account 
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of their need,” and many others, are untenable. — es eUKALpoV 
BonGeav] for timely help, ie. in order that we may in this 
manner attain to a help which appears on the scene, while it 
is still the right time, before it is yet too late (iii, 13). 
Wrongly Tholuck, Delitzsch, Moll, Kurtz, and Hofmann: 
“before the one in conflict with the temptations succumbs ;” 
and others (also Riehin, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 740): “as 
often as we stand in need of the BonGea.” 
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CHAPTER. VY. 


Ver. 1. Instead of the Recepta dipa re xu dvotas, Lachm. and 
Tisch. 1 read merely dapa xa? dvofas. But the single testi- 
mony of B (D** ?)—for nothing is here to be inferred from the 
Latin versions—does not suffice for the condemnation of the 
particle. +e is protected by A C D*** (D*: re dapa) EK LY, 
of, as it appears, all the cursives, Epiph. and many others. Cf. 
also Heb. viii. 3, ix. 9.— Ver. 3. Elz.: 6:& rateny Lachm. 
Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford, al.: 6° airqy To 
be preferred on account of the better attestation by A B C* 
D* x, 7, 80, al., Syr. utr. Chrys. ms. Cyril. Theodoret (alzc.). — 
Instead of the Recepta taurot, there is placed in the text by 
Lachm., after B D*, wirot; by Tisch. 1, wirod. — But éaurod 
is found in A C D*** E K LX, almost all min., and many 
Fathers, and is on that account to be retained, with Bleek, de 
Wette, Tisch. 2, 7,and 8, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Alford, and 
others. — The preference over the Recepta imtp &mupriay (sup- 
ported by C*** D*** E K L, the majority of the min. Chrys. 
Theodoret ad loc., al. ; defended by Bleek, and more recently 
by Bloomfield and Reiche) is merited by the reading cep? 
awapriay, already commended to attention by Griesbach ; 
adopted by Lachm. Tisch. and Alford, with the assent of 
Delitzsch and Riehm (Lehrbeqr. des Hebréerbr. p. 434), partly 
on account of the stronger attestation by A B C* D* x, 17, 31, 
47,73, 118, Chrys. codd. Theodoret (semel), partly because epi 
might easily, on account of the <ep/ placed twice before, be 
altered into isép, in conformity with iatp dpapriay, ver. 1.— 
Ver. 4. dard xarodmevos] So rightly already the Editt. Complut. 
and Plantin.; in like manner Bengel, Griesbach, Matthaei, 
Knapp, Scholz, Lachm. Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. Delitzsch, 
Alford, after the preponderating authority of A B C* DE Ky, 
23, 87, 44, al. plur., Chrys. Damasc. Procop. Oecum. The 
article added in the Recepta: &rr& 6 xarAodmevos, Is not only 
badly attested (O** L, Constitutt. apostoll., Theodoret, Theo- 
phylact), but also unsuitable, since not a new subject in opposi- 
tion to the unemphatic ss is required by the context, but an 
antithetic nearer defining in opposition to the significant ody 


CHAP. V. 1-3. 19% 


eaur®. — Instead of the Recepta xaddrep (O** D*** EK L w*** 
Theodoret), approved by Griesbach, Matthaei, Knapp, Scholz, 
Bleek, de Wette, Bloomfield, a/., Lachm., after C* (?) Chrys. 
Procop. reads: x«0a¢; Tisch., with Alford, after A B D* x* 
Damasce.: zaéddorep. The last, in favour of which Delitzsch 
also declares himself, deserves the preference as the best attested, 
and as most in keeping with the predilection of the author for 
harmonious combinations. — The article 6 before ’Aapdy in the 
Lecepta was already with justice deleted in the edit. Complut., 
and later by Bengel, Griesbach, Matthaei, Scholz, Lachm. Bleek, 
Tisch. Alford, and others. Against it decides the weighty 
authority of A B C D E K Lx, many min. and Fathers. — 
Ver. 9. Elz. Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield: +07; 
Uraxovoucy aire séov! But preponderating witnesses (A BC 
D Es, 17, 37, al., Syr. utr. Copt. It. Vulg. Vigil. Cassiod. Chrys. 
Cyril, Theodoret, Damasc. Theophyl.) require the order: réov 
sois Uraxotovery air@. Already recommended by Griesbach. 
Adopted by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, Alford. Approved 
also by Delitzsch. The sequence of the words in the Recepta 
is a later alteration, in order to bring out the more noticeably 
the paronomasia of 07% vraxodove with the foregoing rjy iraxo7y, 
— Ver. 12. xui od orepeés rpopjs] So Elz. Lachm. Bloomfield, 
Alford, al. ; while Tisch. 2, 7, and 8 has, after B** C, 17, x* 
Copt. Vulg. Orig. (thrice) Cyril, Chrys. ms. Aug. Bede, only 
ov orepeds rpopys. But xaé is protected by A B* DE K 
Lx*** the majority of the min., many versions, and several 
Fathers. 


Vy. 1-10. Emphasizing of two main qualifications of the 
earthly high priest, in which Christ likewise is not wanting. 

Vv. 1-3. The first qualification: the capacity, as man, who 
himself is subject to human weakness, to deal leniently with 
erring humanity. To what extent and under what modifica- 
tion this characteristic of the earthly high priest is applicable 
also to Christ, is not discussed by the author in our passage. 
This might appear remarkable, since with respect to the second 
necessary qualification of the earthly high priest, further added | 
ver. 4, the parallel relation in the case of Christ is expounded 
in detail from ver. 5 onwards. But yet there was no need of 
an express application to Christ, of that which was observed 
vy. 1-3. What the author had had to say with regard to this 
was already clear to the readers from the earlier disquisitions of 
the epistle itself. The element of the homogeneity of Christ 
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with the Jewish high priest, namely, that He, like the Jewish 
high priest, can have sympathy with sinful man, since He had 
become in all points like unto men His brethren, had been 
fully traced out in the second chapter, and attention is called 
anew to it in iv. 15 by the duvdyevov cupmabjcar tails 
aobevelats jpov and TeTepacpévoy KaTa TavTa Kal opowoTynTa. 
The element of the dissimilarity, on the other hand, namely, 
that while the Jewish high priest had to offer for his own 
sins, Christ was without sin, is first brought prominently 
forward in iv. 15 by means of ywpls duaptias, and, besides 
this, followed already from the exalted position the author 
had, in the opening chapters of the epistle, assigned to Christ 
as the Son of God.— That, in reality, also the paragraph 
vy. 7-10, no less than vv. 5, 6, is subordinate to the second 
main consideration, expressed ver. 4, has been denied, it is 
true, by Beza, Schlichting, Hammond, Limborch, Storr, 
Delitzsch, Maier, Moll, and others. They are of opinion that 
from ver. 5 onwards an application of all the statements, 
vv. 1-4, to Christ ensues; that this, however, takes place in 
inverse order, so that vv. 5, 6 refer back to ver. 4, vv. 7, 8 
to ver. 2, and finally, vv. 9,10 to ver. 1. The untenable 
character of such opinion is self-evident. For—(1) vv. 7, 8 
cannot have the design of applying to Christ that which was 
observed ver. 2, because only the parenthetic clause of ver. 7 
(Sejoes ... evAaBelas) adapts itself to any extent to the con- 
tents of ver. 2, and this parenthetic clause stands in logical 
subordination to ver. 8 as the main point of the argument, 
consequently just ver. 8 and ver. 2 must present a similarity 
of contents, which is not the case. (2) That vv. 9,10 should 
be referred back to ver. 1 cannot be accepted as correct, 
because ver. 1 forms in itself no independent and complete 
statement, but stands in closest concatenation with ver. 2, so 
that only with this verse comes in what is for ver. 1 the all- 
essential point of nearer definition. — From the foregoing it 
results that the harmonizing view of Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr. p. 444, 447) is unwarranted. According to this 
view, vv. 7, 8 are indeed, “in the first place,” or “formally,” a 
link in the demonstration that Christ did- not become high 
priest by an act of arbitrary self-glorification, but as regards 
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the “ contents” or “tenor” form, “at the same time also an 
indication corresponding to vv. 1-3, and pointing out that 
Christ upon His path of suffering has passed through experi- 
ences which were adapted not only to make Him acquainted 
with the human do@evea, but also to prove in Him the 
capacity for the wetpsomabeva.” — With Tholuck, for the rest, 
to take vv. 1-3 still in relation to the preceding chapter, as 
an antithesis to ver. 15, and to begin a new section with 
ver. 4, is not permissible. For a comparison of the main con- 
tents of vv. 1—3 with the main contents of iv. 15, points to 
the fact that the author designs to bring out a relation of 
resemblance and affinity. We cannot possibly, therefore, 
attach, with Tholuck, to the particle ydp, v. 1, the sense: 
“the distinction namely arises, that.” The consideration, 
moreover, presents itself, that ver. 4 can only appear in rela- 
tion to vv. 1—5, alike as regards tenor of contents as with 
regard to its lax grammatical nexus, as a further co-ordinate 
link in an enumeration, before begun, of the qualifications 
essential to the character of every earthly high priest, conse- 
quently is not appropriate to the introduction of a section 
entirely separated from that which precedes. 

Vy. 1, 2. Justification of the dvvacOat cuptrabjcar tais 
acOeveias nua, iv. 15, as a necessary qualification in the case 
of Christ, since it is an indispensable requirement even in 
every earthly high priest. yap does not glance back to iv. 16, 
as is maintained by Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 395) and 
Delitzsch. For v. 1-3 can in point of contents be taken 
neither as enforcement nor as elucidation of the admonition, 
iv. 16. The supposition of Hofmann and Delitzsch, however, 
that yap logically controls the whole section, v. 1-10, is 
arbitrary, inasmuch as ver. 4 ff. is logically and grammatically 
bounded off from vv. 1—3, and the assertion that the aim in 
the section, v. 1-10, is to enforce the exhortation, iv. 16, by 
areminder “of the nature of the high-priesthood of Jesus, 
how on the one hand it bears resemblance to that of Aaron, 
and on the other hand to the priesthood of Melchisedec” 
(Hofmann), or of the “blending of Aaronitic humanity (tender- 
ness) with the Melchisedecian dignity in the person of Jesus” 
(Delitzsch), is entirely erroneous; because, vv. 5-10, Aaron 
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and Melchisedec are not yet at all distinguished from each 
other as the lower and the higher; but, on the contrary, this 
relation—in which the one stands to the other—is for the 
present left wholly in abeyance, and all that is insisted on is 
the fact that Christ, even as Aaron, was called by God to the 
high-priesthood, and that a high-priesthood after the manner 
of Melchisedec. — 7ras] refers, as is evident from €& avOperav 
AapBavopevos, and from ver. 3, to the earthly, .e. the Levitical, 
high priest. Wrongly, because going beyond the necessity of 
the case and the horizon of the epistle, Grotius (comp. also 
Peirce): Non tantum legem hic respicit, sed et morem ante 
legem, quum aut primo geniti familiarum aut a populis electi 
reges inirent sacerdotium. But neither is €& av@pamwv Nap- 
Bavopevos a part of the subject (“ every high priest taken from 
among men, in opposition to the heavenly One ;” Luther, Seb. 
Schmidt, Wittich, Akersloot, Peirce, Wetstein, Chr. Fr. Schmid, 
Storr, Abresch, Kuinoel, Paulus, Stengel, comp. also Tholuck). 
—for then the order was yap €€ adv@peérav AapBavopevos 
apxlepeds would have been chosen,—nor is it intended “ to lay 
stress upon the phenomenon, in itself remarkable, that the high 
priest has to represent men, who are thus his equals, in their 
relation to God” (Hofmann, Schrifibew. II. 1, p. 396, 2 Aufl.),— 
for thereby a reference altogether foreign to the connection is 
introduced, and the thought thus presupposed is itself a 
singular one, because, so far from its being remarkable, it is, 
on the contrary, natural and appropriate that like should be 
represented by its like; it would be remarkable and unnatural 
if, for instance, a man should represent angels,—but it con- 
tains a note of cause to tmép avOpemov Kabictata. The 
twice occurring av@pe@7wv stands full of emphasis, and pre- 
sents a correspondence between the two. By the ¢€ av@poTer 
AapBavopevos the brép avOperwv Kabictatar is explained 
and justified. For the very reason that the high priest is taken 
from among men, is he also appointed or installed in his 
office as mediator with God.— xa@ictatas] not middle, so 
that 7a mpos tov Oecd were accusative of object thereto (Calvin: 
Curat pontifex vel ordinat, quae ad Deum pertinent; Kypke), 
but passive, so that ta mpos tov Oeov, as ii. 17, is to be taken 
as an accusative absolute. — wa «.7..] epexegetic amplifica- 
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tion of imép avOpérev Kabistatar Ta mpds Tov Oedv.-— Sdpa 
[i39P, 192] and @vedéau are properly distinguished as gifts 
and sacrifices of every kind, and bloody sacrifices. The dis- 
tinction, however, is not always observed. Comp. eg. LXX. 
Lev. ii. 1 ff., Num. v. 15 ff, Gen. iv. 3, 5, where @ucia is 
used of unbloody sacrifices; and Gen. iv. 4, Lev. i. 2, 3, 10, al., 
where Sdpa is used of bloody sacrifices. In our passage the 
author has, without doubt, specially the bloody sacrifices in 
mind ; as, accordingly, in the course of the epistle he opposes 
the sacrifice presented by Christ to the Levitical victims in 
particular. — imép duaptidy] ie. for the expiation thereof. It 
belongs not merely to @vcias (Grotius, Limborch, Bengel, 
Dindorf) or to déépa te kat Ovcias (Owen, Alford), but to the 
whole clause of the design. 

Ver. 2 is to be coupled with ver. 1 without the placing of 
a comma, in such wise that the participial clause: werpiovadety 
Suvdpevos, connects itself immediately with the preceding 
clause of the design. The purpose of the author is not to 
mention the bare fact that the high priest presents gifts and 
sacrifices for the expiation of sins, but to dwell on the fact 
that he presents them as one who is capable of petpsorrabetv." 
petptotrabeiv Suvdpevos is therefore neither to be resolved into 
iva Svvntat perp. (Heinrichs), nor is it connected, by reason 
of a negligent participial construction, like XauBavopevos with 
apxvepevs (Stengel), nor is it added merely “ appendicis loco” 
(Bohme). — petprovraéeiv] stands not in opposition to oup7a- 
Ojcat, iv. 15, for the indication of a difference between the 
human high priest and the divine one (Tholuck) ; it is not, 
however, identical in meaning with ovpra@ety (Oecumenius, 
Calvin, Seb. Schmidt, Baumgarten, Semler, Storr, Abresch, al.), 


1 When for the rest Hofmann (Schriftbew, II. 1, p. 896, 2 Aufl.) supposes that 
for the expression of this relation of thought only xadloraras. . . iva mxporQipn 
could be chosen, and not xaéicrura:... tis ro rporpipey, since the latter would 
“only be a declaration of the vocation” of the high priest, while the former 
“can take to itself the participial clause perpuoratsiv duvenevos, and thereby 
signify to what end it serves in the exercise ef his office, that he has been in this 
way appointed thereto,” this is grammatically altogether baseless. Either turn 
of discourse was equally open to the choice of the author. Only, in case the 
latter was chosen, the nominative duvéueves must naturally be changed into the 
accusative duvdusvoy, 
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but expresses a kindred notion. It is by virtue of its com- 
position equivalent to petpiws or Kata TO wéTpov Taaxew, and 
is accordingly used of the moderating of one’s passions and 
feelings, as opposed to an unbridled surrender thereto, but also 
as opposed to that absolute d7a@ea which the Stoics demanded 
of the sage. Comp. Diogen. Laert. v. 31: ébn dé (sc. Aris- 
totle), Tov copdy pr elvar wev arrabh, petpioTraly Sé. Further 
instances in Wetstein and Bleek. Here the moderation or 
tenderness in the judgment formed upon the errors of one’s 
neighbour is intended, as this is wont to arise from a sympathy 
with the unhappiness of the same which is produced by sin. 
Thus: to be tenderly disposed or equitable. — tots ayvootow 
Kal TAavwpévos| Dativus commodi: im consideration of 
the ignorant and erring. Lenient designation of sinners. 
Perhaps, however, designedly chosen (comp. also ix. 7: w7rép 
éauvTod Kal TOY TOD Aaod ayvonuaTwyv) in order to bring 
into relief only one species of sins, the sins of precipitancy 
and without premeditation, inasmuch as according to the 
Mosaic law the sacrificial expiation extended only to those 
who had sinned axovoiws; those, on the other hand, who had 
sinned deliberately and with forethought were to be cut off 
from the congregation of Jehovah, Num. xv. 22-31; Lev. 
iv. 13 ff. — ésel cal adtos tepixertat dobévevav] Confirmation 
of the duvapevos: since he indeed himself is encircled (as with 
a garment) by weakness (altogether beset with it) adodévera 
is to be understood, as vil. 28, of the ethical weakness, thus 
also actual sin, comprehended under this expression; comp. 
ver. 3.— The construction wepixesmac rv, which in the N. T. 
occurs likewise Acts xxvill. 20, is genuine Greek; comp. 
Theocrit. Jdyll, xxiii, 14: b8pw ras dpyas wepsKelwevos ; 
Kihner, Gramm. IL p. 281; Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 215. 

Ver. 3. Logical consequence from the second half of ver. 2. 
The words form a merely incidental observation. They would 
be on that account better regarded as an independent state- 
ment than, with de Wette, Delitzsch, Hofmann (Schriftbev. 
IT. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 397), and Woerner, thought of as still dependent 
on é7ret, ver. 2. — &v avdryv] sc. acOéverav. Quite untrue is 
the assertion that the feminine is used Hebraistically instead 
of the neuter, which even Bengel and others, with a mistaken 
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appeal to Matt. xxi. 42 (see Meyer ad Joc.), still hold to be 
possible. — ddetrer] Reference not, as is supposed by Bohme 
and Hofmann, /.c., to the precept in the law of Moses (Lev. 
iv. 3, ix. 7, xvi. 6, al.), but, as ii, 17, to the inner necessity 
arising from the nature of the case. Non-natural the view of 
Delitzsch and Moll, that both alike are intended. — rpocdépev] 
stands, as Luke v.14, Num, vii. 18, absolutely. With Riehm 
(Lehrbegr. des Hebriierbr. p. 434), to look upon vepl dpaptidy 
as definition of object to rpoodépew is inadmissible, inasmuch 
as only the singular form vrepi auaprtias is employed to 
indicate the notion of “sin-offering” with the LXX., as also 
in our epistle. Comp. Reiche, Commentarius Criticus ad loc. 
p. 35. 

Ver. 4. The second necessary qualification: to be no usurper 
of the office, but one called of God to the same. — xai] Pro- 
gress, not from ver. 3, nor yet from ver. 1, in such wise that 
AapPave, ver. 4, should form a paronomasia with AapPavo- 
pevos, ver. 1 (Bohme, Bleek, Bisping, Alford, Maier), but from 
vy. 1-3.— And not to himself does any one take the honour 
(here under consideration), z.c. not any one appropriates or arro- 
gates to himself the high-priestly dignity on his own authority. 
Comp. Xiphilinus, Galb. p. 187: vopifwv ov« eidndévas tiv 
apyny, ara Sed0c0at adTd. — ara Karovbpevos bd Tod Oeod | 
sc. NapBaver adtynv, he receives it. The AawBaver here to be 
supplied has consequently-——what is wrongly denied by 
Delitzsch, Hofmann, and Woerner—another notion than the 
AapPave before placed. This diversity of notion, neverthe- 
less, comes out more strongly in German, where two different 
verbs must be chosen to indicate it, than in Greek, where one 
and the same verb combines both significations in itself, — 
Kkabéatep kal Aapwv] sc. KXnPels bd Tod Ocod adrnv ei Andev. 
These words still belong to that which precedes. They are 
unnaturally referred by Paulus to the sequel, as its protasis. 
— Aaron and his descendants were, according to Ex. xxviii. 1, 
xxix. 4 ff, Lev. viii. 1 ff, Num. iii. 10, xvi—xviil, called by 
God Himself to the high- priesthood. Comp. Bamimidbar 
rabba, sec. 18, fol. 234. 4 (in Schottgen and Wetstein): Moses 
ad Corachum ejusque socios dixit: si Aaron frater meus 
sibimet ipsi sacerdotium sumsit, recte egistis, quod contra 
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ipsum insurrexistis; jam vero Deus id ipsi dedit, cujus est 
magnitudo et potentia et regnum. Quicumque igitur contra 
Aaronem surgit, contra ipsum Deum surgit. Not until the 
time of Herod and the Roman governors were high priests 
arbitrarily appointed and deposed, without respect to their 
descent from Aaron, Comp. Josephus, Antig. xx. 10. 5; 
Winer, Bibl. Realwirterd. I. p. 591, 2 Aufl. That, however, 
as Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Abresch, and others 
conjecture, the author intended by the words of ver. 4 at the 
same time to indicate that the high priests of that period were 
no longer true high priests at all, since they had acquired 
their office at the hand of men, and in the way of venality, is 
not very probable, inasmuch as the author would otherwise 
have expressed himself more clearly with regard thereto. 

Vv. 5-10, Demonstration of the presence of the qualifica- 
tion, mentioned ver. 4, in the case of Christ also, 

Ver. 5, In like manner also Christ appointed not Himself 
to be High Priest, but God the Father has appointed Him. 
The main emphasis in the verse falls upon ody éavtov .. . 
aXN o Aadjoas. With Hofmann for the rest (Schriftbew. 
IIL. 1, p. 398, 2 Aufl), to take the opening words of the 
verse: odtws xal 6 Xpiotos, separately as an independent 
clause, is not warranted on any ground, ovy éavrov édd£acev 
yevnOjvat apxtepéa] He did not glorify (comp. John viii. 54) 
Himself (arbitrarily encircle Himself with honour and glory) 
in order to be made a high priest. — é0€acev] is to be taken 
quite generally, so that it first acquires its nearer definition 
and completion, under the form of the intention, by means 
of yernOjva apyvepéa. See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 298. 
The referring of the verb, with de Wette, specially to the 
glorification, mentioned ii. 9, is forbidden by the parallel 
relation to ver. 4, in that ody éavtov éSd~acey yevnPjvar 
apxvepéa manifestly corresponds exactly to the foregoing 
statement, ovy éavT@ tis NawSdver THY TiuyY. On account 
of this parallel relationship in itself, clearly indicated as it is 
above by the ottws xaé, is the view of Hofmann too 
(Schrifibew. II. 1, p. 398 f. 2 Aufl.) entirely erroneous, 
namely, that ody éavrdv édd£acey acquires its nearer defining 
of signification from vv. 7, 8, in that this relative clause 
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denotes the same thing as that negative clause, and con- 
sequently is to be brought into relief; not a path of self- 
glorification was it, but a path of anguish and suffering, by 
which Christ attained to glory. The violence done in this 
explanation is already shown, in the fact that the relative 
clause, ver. 7 ff, is logically subordinate to the ody éavtov 
éddfacev, as a farther demonstration of the truth thereof; 
and, moreover, in this relative clause the mention of the 
suffering of Christ forms not the main element, but only a 
subsidiary member.—@AN 0 Aadijcas mpds avTov xK.7.A.] 
sc. avtov édo€acey yevnOhvat apyepéa. The participle aorist 
Aarjoas is anterior in point of time to the éd0facev. Thus 
6 AaAnoas: He who had said, sc. before the creation of the 
world; comp. 1. 1-3, Inasmuch as the connection with that 
which precedes, and the opposition ov»y éavroy ddd’ 6 Aadnoas, 
place it beyond doubt that the author can here only design to 
mention the person or authority by virtue of which Christ 
possesses His high-priesthood, it results that in the words 
vios pov ef ov x.7.X, a proof for the fact that Christ is High 
Priest is not to be sought. Against Schlichting, Grotius, 
Hammond, Limborch, Whitby, Peirce, Stengel, Ebrard, Maier, 
and others. If it were here already a question with the 
author of adducing a proof, he would have written without an 
article GAN 6 Beds Aadnoas (“but God, in saying to Him,” 
etc.), instead of writing with the article dA’ 6 Aadjoas. But 
why does not the author simply say 6 Qeds? Why does he 
employ the periphrasis of the idea of God by means of the 
words (already cited, i. 5) from Ps. ii. 7? In order to render 
already apparent, by this designation of God, how little ground 
can exist for surprise that He who occupies the rank of the 
Son of God should, moreover, also of God be appointed High 
Priest. 

Ver. 6 now introduces the proof from Scripture that Christ, 
the Son of God, has also been appointed High Priest. — cafas 
kat év étépm dé€yet] as He (sc. God) accordingly speaks in 
another place of Scripture (namely Ps. cx. 4; comp. Heb. 1. 13). 
—xai] belongs not to év érép, so that we should have to 
assume that the author has already found in the citation, 
ver. 5, a Scripture proof for the high-priesthood of Christ, 
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and now in ver. 6 is adding thereto a second Scripture proof 
for the same thing (Schlichting, Ebrard, and others), but it 
belongs to the whole relative clause xaOas Aéyer, and is just 
the ordinary xai after a particle of comparison ; comp. ver. 4. 
By means of this correct apprehension of the force of «ai the 
objection is further set aside, that ver. 6, if a Scripture proof 
was first to be given in this place, must have been joined on 
to that which precedes simply with Xéyar, as ii. 6, iv. 7, or 
with paptupe? yap, as vii. 17 (Abresch), or with Neyer ydp, 
or at least with xaOes without xa’ (Ebrard). — év érépw] See 
on év tovT@, iv. 5.—<epeds] for the author equivalent to 
apxeepevs; comp. ver. 10, vi. 20. This equalization is 
likewise warranted. For Melchisedec (Gen. xiv. 18 ff), with 
whom the person addressed is compared, was at the same 
time king and priest; but with the attributes of a king the 
attributes of an ordinary priest are irreconcilable; the 
character sustained by a superior or high priest alone com- 
ports therewith. — Kata tHv taEw Meryicedéx] not: in the 
time ci succession (Schulz), but: after the order or manner 
cman? Y) of Melchisedec, in such wise that thou obtainest the 
same position, the same character, as he possessed. Comp. 
vii. 15: Kata tHv épouwrnta Meryioedéx.— eis Tov aidva] 
the author combines (contrary to the sense of the original) 
with cepeds into a single idea, comp. vii. 3, 8. 

Vv. 7-10. Further proof—accessory to the Scripture 
testimony, ver. 6 —that Christ did not on His own authority 
usurp to Himself the high-priesthood, but was invested with 
the same by God. Far removed from all self-exaltation, He 
displayed in His earthly life the most perfect obedience 
towards God. In consequence thereof He became, after His 
consummation and glorification, the Procurer (Vermitiler) of 
everlasting blessedness for all believers, and was appointed 
by God High Priest after the manner of Melchisedec.— We 
have to reject the explanation—mainly called forth by the 
expression mpoceviyxas (compared with vv. 1 and 3)—of 
Schlichting, Calov, Seb. Schmidt, Braun, Limborch, Akersloot, 
Cramer, Baumgarten, Heinrichs, Bohme, Klee, Bloomfield, and 
others, according to which the design in vv. 7-10 is to show 
that Christ already discharged the functions of the high- 
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priestly office during His earthly life, in that He offered 
prayers as sacrifices to God. For evidently the main gist 
of vv..7-10 lies in the words of ver. 8: éua0ev ad’ dv 
érabeyv tv bmraxony, to which the statements vv. 9, 10 
attach themselves only for the completion of the figure 
traced out vv. 7, 8, and for leading back to ver. 6. But by 
the fact that Christ manifested obedience, it cannot by any 
means be shown that He was already executing the office of 
High Priest. — Quite mistaken also is the opinion of Kurtz, 
that, vv. 7-10, a “third requirement of the Levitical high- 
priesthood, namely, obedience to the will of Him that founded 
it” (?),is shown to be satisfied in Christ. For neither does 
the form of the grammatical annexing of ver. 7 to that which 
precedes point in any way to the conclusion that the author 
designed to string on to the two necessary qualifications of 
the earthly high priest yet a third one of equal value; nor, as 
regards the import, is anything else to be found in vv. 7, 8 
than a wider unfolding of the foregoing statement, ovy 
éauTtov edokdcev yernOivar apxvepéa, ver. 5. 

Ver. 7. “Os] refers back to the last main idea, thus to 
6 Xpiortés, ver. 5. The tempus finitum belonging thereto is 
éuaéer, ver. 8, in that vv. 7-10 form a single period, resolving 
itself into two co-ordinate statements (ds éuabev .. Kal 
éyévero). To connect the és first with éyévero, ver. 9 (so 
Abresch, Dindorf, Heinrichs, Stengel, and others), is im- 
possible, since ver. 8 cannot be taken as a parenthesis. — év 
Tals npépars THS capKos avTov] in the days of His flesh, i.e. 
during the time of His earthly life. Theodoret: ‘Hyuépas de 
capKos Tov THS OvnToTnTos Edn Katpov, TovTEoTLVY HviKka OvnTor 
eye TO oa. On the whole expression, comp. ii. 14; on at 
jpépat, in the more general sense of 6 ypovos, x. 32, xii. 10. 
False, because opposed to the current linguistic use of capé 
(Gal. ii. 20; 2 Cor. x. 3; Phil. i, 22, 24; 1 Pet. iv. 2, al), 
and because é€v tals mpépais THs capKos avTov obtains its 
opposition in TeAecwHe/s, ver. 9,— whereby, in general, the 
period of Christ's life of humiliation is contrasted with the 
period of His life of exaltation,—Schlichting: what is specially 
meant is “tempus infirmitatis Christi, et praesertim illud, quo 
infirmitas ejus maxime apparuit ... dies illi, quibus Christus 
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est passus.” The note of time: év tals uépats THs capKos 
avtov, however, is to be construed with the main verb 
éwabev, not with the participles mpocevéyxas Kal eicaxovabeis, 
which latter form a simply parenthetic clause. — As the 
occasion of this parenthetic clause denoess. . . evAaBeias,— 
in connection with which we have neither, with Theophylact, 
Peirce, Bohme, Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Maier, Kurtz, and 
others, to derive the colouring of the linguistic expression 
from the author’s having respect to certain utterances of the 
Psalms (as Ps, xxii. 25 [24], abid. ver. 3 [2], cxvi. 1 ff.), nor 
with Braun, Akersloot, Bohme, al., to suppose a reference to 
the loud praying of the Jewish high priest. on the great day 
of atonement; neither is there an underlying comparison, as 
Hofmann (Schrifthew. Il. 1, p. 399 f. 2 Aufl.) strangely 
supposes, of the supplication of Jesus, which He before (!) 
the learning of obedience offered for Himself as a sacrifice on 
account of weakness (!), with the sin-offering which, according 
to ver. 3, the Levitical high priest had on this day to present 
for himself before he could yet offer on behalf of the people, 
—the author has present to his mind, according to the pre- 
vailing and, beyond doubt, correct view, the prayer of Christ 
in Gethsemane, as this was made known to him by oral or 
written tradition. Comp. Matt. xxvi. 36 ff; Mark xiv. 32 ff. ; 
Luke xxii. 39 ff. It is true we do not read in our Gospels 
that Christ at that time prayed to God peta Saxpiwv. But, 
considering the great emotion of mind on the part of the 
Saviour, which is also described in the account given by our 
evangelists (comp. in particular, Matt. xxvi. 37: %p&ato 
AvTreta Oar Kal adnuovetyv; Mark xiv. 33: HpEato éxOapuBeic- 
Gar xai adnmoveiy; Luke xxii. 44: kat yevouevos ev aywvia 
exteveoTEepov TpoonvyeTo’ éyévetro 5& 6 idpas adTod acel 
OpouBor aiwatos KataBaivovtes emt tHv ynv), that fact has 
nothing improbable about it; comp. also Luke xix. 41; John 
xi. 35. On account of the addition wera xpauyns ioxupas, 
others will have us understand the loud crying of Christ upon 
the cross (Matt. xxvii. 46; Mark xv. 34), either, as Calvin, 
Cornelius a Lapide, Piscator, Owen, Limborch, Schulz, Stein, 
Stuart, Delitzsch, besides the prayer in Gethsemane, or, as 
Cajetan, Estius, Calov, Hammond, Kurtz, exclusively, or even, 
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as Klee, the last ery, with which He departed (Matt. xxvii. 50; 
Mark xv. 37; Luke xxiii. 46). The supposition of such 
references we cannot, with de Wette (comp. also Hofmann, 
Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 70 f. 2 Aufi.), characterize as “entirely 
unsuitable.” For de Wette’s objection, that the author 
“manifestly regarded the prayer as the preparation and 
condition of the uade,’ that it must “thus precede the 
suffering,” does not apply, since mpocevéycas is not to be 
resolved into “after,” but into “in that,’ or “inasmuch as.” 
Not as “preparation and condition of the @wade” is the 
prayer looked upon by the author, but rather is the historic 
fact of the fervent prayer of Christ mentioned by him as 
an evidence that Christ in reality submitted Himself to God, 
even in the severest sufferings. For that which Hofmann 
(Le. p. 67) objects hereto, that the author, if he had meant 
this, would have written: pabov ad’ av éxabev tiv traxonv 
Sencers Te Kal ixetnplas mpoonveyxev, is devoid of sense; 
because, by means of such a transposition, that which is 
merely a secondary statement would be made the main state- 
ment. Yet the supposing of such references is not necessary, 
since also the plural Sejoes te Kal ixetnpias, to which appeal 
has been made, is sufficiently explained by the repetitions of 
the prayer in the garden of Gethsemane.—To ixetnp/a, 
which conjoined with déyovs further occurs LXX. Job xl. 
22 [27], as also with the classic writers, éAa/a or paBdos 
(not xAdéos) is originally to be supplemented, inasmuch as it 
denotes the olive branch which the supplicant pleading for 
protection bore in his hand. Later it acquired like significa- 
tion with (xere/a or ixeoia. It implies thus the prostrate 
or urgent entreaty of one seeking refuge. As an intensifying 
of dénaug it is rightly placed after this. — mpos tov duvdpevov 
catew avtov éx Gavatov] is most naturally referred to mpoo- 
evéeyxas (so Calvin, Abresch, a/.). To the connecting with 
Sences Te Kal ixetnpias (Béhme, Bleek, de Wette, Delitzsch, 
Alford, Maier, Moll) we are forced neither by the position 
hefore pera xpavyhs iaxupas, nor by the fact of the combina- 
tion of mpoodépery with the dative being chosen elsewhere in 
the epistle (ix. 14, xi. 4), as it is also the more usual one 
with classical writers, since likewise the conjoining with 
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mpos is nothing out of the way. Comp. eg. Polyb. iv. 51. 2: 
mpoceveykduevoe mpos Tov ’Axatov (equivalent to TO "“Axate) 
Tv xapw tavTyv. In the characteristic of God as the One 
who was able to deliver Christ from death, there lies, at the 
same time, the indication of that which Christ implored of 
God. caer éx Oavarov, however, may denote one of two 
things, either: to save from death, in such wise that it needs’ 
not to be undergone, thus to preserve from death, or: to save 
out of the death to which one is exposed, so that one does not 
remain the prey of death, but is restored to life. In favour 
of the former interpretation seems to plead the fact that 
Christ, according to the account in the Gospels, in reality 
prayed that He might be spared the suffering of death. 
Nevertheless what decides against this, and in favour of the 
second, is the consideration, in the first place, that Christ in 
reality still suffered death, and then the addition in our verse 
that the prayer of Christ was answered. And then, finally, 
we have to take into account the fact that, according to our 
Gospels also, Christ does not pray absolutely to be preserved 
from death, but makes this His wish dependent upon the will 
of the Father, thus entirely subordinates Himself to the 
Father. — «ai eicaxovabeis amd ths etraBeias] and beiny 
heard by reason of His piety, or fear of God. In this sense 
is evAdPea (cf. xii, 28) rightly taken by Chrysostom, Photius, 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, the Vulgate (pro sua reverentia), 
Vigil. Taps. Primasius, Lyra, Luther, Castellio, Camerarius, 
Estius, Casaubon, Calov, Seb. Schmidt, Calmet, Rambach, 
Heinrichs, Schulz, Bleek, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. 
des Hebréerbr. p. 327), Alford, Reuss, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, 
and others.’ dao, as an indication of the occasioning cause, 
is also of very frequent occurrence elsewhere; cf. Matt. 
xxvill. 4; Luke xix. 3, xxiv. 41; John xxi. 6; Acts xii. 14, 
xx, 9, xxii, 11; Kiihner, Gramm, II. p. 270. Christ, how- 
ever, was heard in His prayer, inasmuch as He was raised 

1TIn this explanation Linden on Heb. v. 7-9 (Stud. wu. Krit. 1860, H. 4, 
p. 758 ff.) likewise concurs, only he would have axé ris cdAuBsias separated by a 
comma from that which precedes, and. taken in conjunction with that which 
follows. This construction, however, is not natural, inasmuch as tzedey already 


has a nearer definition before and after it, and the linguistic symmetry with the 
foregoing participial clause is destroyed by. the sicaxouedeis standing alone. 
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out of death, exalted to the right hand of God, and made 
partaker of the divine glory. To be rejected is the explana- 
tion of the word preferred by Ambrose, Calvin, Beza, Cameron, 
Sealiger, Schlichting, Grotius, Owen, Hammond, Limborch, 
Wolf, Bengel, Wetstein, Whitby, Carpzov, Abresch, Bohme, 
Kuinoel, Paulus, Klee, Stuart, Stein, Ebrard, Bloomfield, 
Grimm (Theol. Literaturbl. to the Darmstadt 4. K.-Z 1857, 
No. 29, p. 665), Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 69, 2 Aufl), 
and many others, according to which a pregnancy of meaning 
is assumed for the same, and evAdSeva is interpreted in the 
sense of “metus:” “heard (and delivered) from the fear.’ 
There is then found expressed in it either the thought (and 
this is the common acceptation) that Christ was delivered 
from His agony of soul by the strengthening on the part of 
the angel, Luke xxii. 43, or etAdPBeva is understood by 
metonymy of the object of the fear, 2. death, from which 
Christ was delivered by the resurrection. So, among others, 
Calvin: “exauditum fuisse Christum ex eo, quod timebat, ne 
scilicet malis obrutus succumberet, vel morte absorberetur ;” 
and Schlichting: “a metu i.e. ab eo, quod metuebat, nimirum 
morte.” But against the first modification of this view pleads 
the fact that the being heard must refer to the same thing as 
that for which Christ had prayed, but from that which pre- 
cedes it is evident that Christ had besought God not for 
deliverance from the agony of soul, but for deliverance from 
death. Against both modifications pleads the fact that the 
strong signification of fear is never expressed by evrAadBea. 
Only the mild signification of timidity or awe (whether 
reverential awe of the Godhead, ae. piety, or shyness of 
earthly things), as well as the notion arising from that of 
timidity, namely heedfulness, discretion, circumspectness in 
arranging that which is adapted to the bringing about of a 
definite result, lies in the word; as accordingly also the 
Greeks themselves, particularly the Stoics, expressly dis- 
tinguished from each other doBos and evAadBea, and pro- 
nounced $d8os to be worthy of reprobation ; evrdBeva, on the 
other hand, to be a duty. See the instances in Bleek. Nor 
do the passages anew adduced by Grimm, /.c., Wisd. xvii. 8, 
2 Mace. viii. 16, Ecclus, xli. 3, in which the word is 
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supposed to be used in the sense of fear, and the demon- 
strative force of which is acknowledged by Delitzsch (p. 190, 
and Observy. and Correctt.), Riehm (/c.), and Moll, prove 
what they are thought to prove. For in the first-mentioned 
passage we have to understand by xateyédactos evrAaBera 
the perverted, idolatrous, and therefore ridiculous religious 
awe of the Egyptian magicians; the second passage is only 
a dissuasive against standing in any awe of the outward 
superiority in force of the hostile army; and the third, 
finally, against feeling any awe of death, since this is the 
common lot of all men. The notion of mere awe, however, 
is, on account of the preceding strong expressions, peta 
Kpavyfs loxupas Kat Saxpvev, unsuited to our passage.’ 
In addition to this, the assumed constructio praegnans in 
connection with a verb like elcaxovc@vas is, in any case, 
open to doubt, and is not yet at all justified by the alleged 
parallels which have been adduced, namely Ps. xxii. 22 [21] 
Camay O27 *27p3, which, however, the LXX. did not under- 
stand, and reproduced without pregnancy) ; LXX. Job xxxv. 12 
(éxe? xexpatovtas kal od py evoaxovaon [Kal] amd bBpews 
movnpav, where, however, aro «.7.X., as in the Hebrew, refers 
back to the first verb); Ps. exviii. 5 (Kal éanxovcé pov eis 
\ hie 29 '¢ , \ / 
mraTuopov Kvplos); Heb. x. 22 (éppavticpévor tas Kxapdias 
aro cuveldijcews Tovnpads).— The addition xat eicaxova eis 
aro Ths evAaBelas contains, for the rest, logically regarded, 
merely a parenthetic remark, called forth only by the contents 
of the foregoing participial clause. 

Ver. 8. Kadzep &v vids] belongs together. With Heinrichs 
and others, to construe xaéep with guaGev, and in this way 
to enclose ver. 8 within a parenthesis, is forbidden by the 

1 According to Tholuck, the author has before his mind the first petition of 
the Redeemer in prayer at Gethsemane, the petition with <i duvz<év, in which is 
expressed a condition of ‘‘lingering hesitancy,” of ‘‘detrectatio” (!), which 
also according to him <vadBsi« exactly indicates, From this hesitancy, which 
with the Redeemer continued just so long as He was absorbed in an abstract 
manner in the greatness of the impending suffering, He was delivered. Thus, 
it is true, the first prayer uttered in this condition remained unfulfilled, but it 
was certainly annulled in the second, wherein His own will had become 
perfectly harmonized with the divine will, So Tholuck. But neither does 


evrAdbue ever signify ‘lingering hesitancy” (not even in Plutarch, Fab. Maz. 
c. 1, where it denotes nothing more than caution or wariness). 
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grammar, since xaivep is never combined with a tempus 
finitum. xaizep ov vids, however, is to be connected neither, 
by virtue of an hyperbaton, with Sences ... mpocevéyxas, 
which Photius (in Oecumenius) and Clarius consider permis- 
sible, but which is already shown to be impossible by means 
of the addition cai eicaxovabels ard Ths evrAaBelas, nor yet 
with Kati eicaxovobeis amo tis cidaBeias itself (Chrysostom, 
Theophylact). For against the latter xaimep is decisive, 
according to which the property of Sonship is insisted on as 
something in consequence of which the main statement might 
appear strange; it is not, however, strange, but, on the con- 
trary, congruent with nature, if any one is heard by the Father 
on account of his sonship. «xalmep &y vios belongs, therefore, 
to éuabev ad’ av Erabev thy imaxony, and serves to bring the 
same into relief by way of contrast. Notwithstanding the fact 
that Christ was a Son, He learned from suffering (learned, in 
that He suffered) obedience, resignation to the will of the 
Father. Comp. Phil. 11. 6-8. — The article before taxonv 
marks the definite virtue of obedience. The article here cannot 
denote, as Hofmann will maintain (Schriftbew. IL. 1, p. 72, 
2 Autfl.), the obedience “already present,’ or the obedience 
“in which Jesus stood.” For, on the one hand, there must 
then have been previous mention of the obedience of Jesus, 
which is not the case; and then, on the other hand, we cannot 
any longer predicate the learning of a virtue of one in whom 
this virtue is already present. But altogether, that which 
Hofmann brings out as the import of ver. 8 is a wonderful 
Quid pro quo. Instead of recognising, to wit, in vv. 7, 8 the 
sharply and clearly defined leading statement: Os év tats 
‘pépas THS capKds avToD... euabev.. . THv braxony, in 
itself, and in its simply confirmatory relation to ody éavtov 
édoéacev, ver. 5, Hofmann will have the stress to be laid upon 
the subsidiary defining note af’ ov émafev, and then, more- 
over, make the whole weight of the words: kalmep dv vids, fall 
upon that same af av émafev! In this way the thought 
expressed in ver. 8 is, forsooth: that Jesus afterwards (!) 
suffered that (!) for the averting of which He had made 
entreaty. The special point is not that He learnt anything as 
Son, nor that He learnt obedience (?!). He did not learn to 
Meyrer.—Hes, O 
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obey, but the obedience in which He stood, He now (!) or in a 
new manner (!) so learnt, as it should there (!) be exercised, 
where (!) it was a question (!) of suffering. And this is to be 
taken as the meaning, in spite of the fact—apart from all 
other arbitrary assumptions—that we have ag’ av émabev 
written, and not even év ols émraev, which at least must be 
expected as a support for such an exposition as that ? — 
éuabev] The disposition of obedience Christ possessed even 
before the suffering. But this needed, in order to become 
vouched for, to be tested in action. And this continued 
development of the disposition of obedience into the act of 
obedience is nothing else than a practical learning of the virtue 
of obedience. — aro with pavOdvew, as Matt. xxiv. 32, xi. 29, 


denoting the starting-point.—daq’ av éraGev] well-known 
attraction in place of dm’ éxeivwv & éraev.— The combina- 
tion éwabev .. . éraGev is also of frequent occurrence with the 


classic writers and with Philo. Comp. Herod. i. 207: ra dé 
por TaOnpata, éovtTa axydpiota, pabnwata yéyovev ; Soph. 
Trach, 142 f.: as & eyo Ovpodbopa, unt’ éxuadors tabovca ; 
Xenoph. Cyrop. iii. 1. 17: maOnwa dpa tis puyfis od réyess 
elvat THY swhpoctynr, woTEp AVTrNV, ov pwaOnua; Philo, de 
special, legg. 6 (with Mangey, IL. p. 340): & é« tod rabety 
aby. Many other instances in Wetstein. 

Ver. 9. Kal tereweis] and being brought to consummation, 
ie. being crowned with glory by His exaltation to heaven 
(comp. il. 9, 10), sc. in consequence of the obedience to God 
proved by His sufferings and death. — éyévero] He became. 
Author and Mediator of everlasting blessedness for His 
believers, Christ certainly was even during His earthly life. 
But in an eminent manner, because formally and manifestly 
accredited by God as such, He became so first by His resur- 
rection and exaltation. maou] perhaps added in order to 
indicate the equal claim of the believing Gentiles also, to the 
salvation in Christ. — trois traxovovow avte] The expression 
attaches itself in point of form to tv draxony, ver. 8, with 
which it forms a paronomasia ; in point of subject-matter it is 
not different from tots muctedovow (iv. 3). Comp. Rom. 
x. 16; 2 Thess. i. 8, al.——The mode of expression: al’tidy 
Tit elvat cwrnpias (comp. Tov dpynyov Ths cwTnpias 
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avTa@y, ii. 10), is also often met with in Philo, J osephus, and 
the classical writers. Instances in Wetstein, Kypke, and 
Bleek. — The adjective aiévios with cwrnpia in the N. T. 
only here. Comp., however, LXX. Isa. xlv. 17. 

Ver. 10 is not to be separated from ver. 9 by a colon, and 
to be referred back to all that precedes, from ver. 7 onwards 
(Bohme). On the contrary, the statement connects itself 
closely with ver. 9, in that it contains an elucidation of the 
aitios awtnpias aiwviov there found. Christ became for all 
believers author of everlasting blessedness, in that He was 
saluted (or named) of God as High Priest after the manner of 
Melchisedec. That is to say: In order to become the mediate 
cause of salvation for others, Christ must be the possessor of 
high-priestly dignity ; but this was ascribed to Him on the 
part of God in the utterance from the psalm, already cited in 
ver. 6. Bengel: rpoonyopia, appellatio sacerdotis, non solum 
secuta est consummationem Jesu, sed antecessit etiam passionem, 
tempore Psalmi cx. 4.—To appoint or constitute (Casaubon: con- 
stitutus ; Schulz: proclaimed, publicly declared or appointed ; 
Stengel: declared, appointed ; Bloomfield: being proclaimed 
and constituted) mpocayopevev, a dma Xeyouevoy in the 
N. T., never means; but only to address, salute, name. 

Ver. 11—vi. 20. The author is on the point of turning to 
the nearer presentation of the dignity of High Priest. after the 
manner of Melchisedec, which pertains to Christ, and thus of 
His superiority over the Levitical high priests. But before he 
passes over to this, he complains in a digression of the low 
stage of Christian knowledge at which the readers are yet 
standing, whereas they ought long ago themselves to have been 
teachers of Christianity ; exnorts them to strive after manhood 
and maturity in Christianity, and with warning admonition 
points out that those who have already had experience of the 
rich blessing of Christianity, and nevertheless apostatize from 
the same, let: slip beyond the possibility of recall the Christian 
salvation ; then, however, expresses his confidence that such 
state of things will not. be the case with the readers, who have 
distinguished themselves, and stitl do distinguish themselves, 
by works of Christian love, and indicates that which he desires 
of them,—namely, endurance to the end,—while at the same 
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time reminding them of the inviolability of the divine promise 
and the objective certainty of the Christian hope. 

Ver. 11. Iepi ob] sc. Xpictod apyvepéws Kata thv tabw 
Merxioedéx. To this total-conception, as is also recognised by 
Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 780), is wept ob to be 
referred back. We have to supplement not merely Xpictod 
(Oecumenius, Primasius, Justinian), because that would be a 
far too general defining of the object, inasmuch as confessedly 
the discourse is not first about Christ in the sequel, but every- 
where throughout the epistle. But neither is Meryioedéx to 
be supplied to od (Peshito, Calvin [Piscator hesitates between 
this and the following application], Owen, Schottgen, Peirce, 
Semler, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, Alford, 
Maier, al.). For even though—a fact to which Bleek appeals 
—the author, after having concluded the digression (vii. 1 f.), 
begins by characterizing this same Melchisedec, yet this 
description is subordinated to a higher aim, that of setting 
forth the high-priestly dignity of Christ ; as surely also the 
reference of vii. 1 ff. to the close of the digression (vi. 20) 
clearly shows, since the former is represented by yap as only 
the development now begun of the main consideration: "Incods 
kata thy TaELy Meryicedex apyrepeds yevomevos els 
Tov ato@va, taken up anew, vi 20. To take o8 as a neuter, 
with Grotius, Cramer, Storr, Abresch, Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, 
Stein, Stengel, Bisping, Delitzsch, Kurtz, and others, and to 
refer it to the high-pricsthood of Christ after Melchisedec’s 
manner,—according to which ob would thus have to be 
resolved into wept tod mpocayopevOjvar avTov b1rd ToD Oeod 
apxvepéa kata tiv TaEw Medryioedéx,—is possible indeed, but 
not so natural as when it is taken as a masculine, since the 
discourse in that which precedes was about the definite person 
of Christ. — odds nuiv 6 AOyos] sc. éotiv. Wrongly, because 
otherwise dv ei’7 must have been added, and because a detailed 
development of the subject really follows afterwards; Peshito, 
Erasmus, Luther, and others: concerning which we should 
have much to speak. — xa] and indeed. — déyevv] belongs to 
duvcepynvevtos. Heinrichs erroneously joins it with piv 6 
Aoros. — Even on account of the connectedness of the Déyeuy 
with ducepurvevtos, but also on account of the preceding 
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nmiv, followed by no dpiv, it is inadmissible, with Jac. 
Cappellus, Grotius, Peirce, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Valckenaer, 
Kuinoel, and others, to suppose the difficulty of the exposition 
or rendering intelligible of the Adyos to exist on the part of 
the readers, and thus to interpret dvcepunvevtos in the sense of 
dvovontos, 2 Pet. iii. 16. On the contrary, as the author has 
abundant material for discoursing on the subject announced, 
so is it also difficult for the author to render himself intelligible 
thereon to the readers. The ground of this difficulty which 
obtains for him is introduced by the clause with éeé, which 
on that account is to be referred only to ducepprjveutos Aéyeu, 
not at the same time (Hofmann) to 7rodvs 7 uly 6 Aoyos. For 
the rest, Storr and Bleek have already rightly remarked, that 
in the connecting of Aoyos with the two predicates wodvs and 
ducepunveuvtos a sort of zeugma is contained, inasmuch as 
Aoyos is to be taken in relation to the first predicate actively," 
in relation to the second passively. On the high-priesthood 
of Christ after the manner of Melchisedec, the author has much 
to speak ; and truly it is difficult for him to make plain to his 
readers the contents or subject of his discourse. — yeyovate] 
characterizes the spiritual sluggishness or dulness of the 
readers not as something which was originally inherent in 
them, but only as something which afterwards manifested 
itself in connection with them. Chrysostom: To yap elaeiy 
étret vwblpol yeyovate tais axoais SndrovvTos tv, btt Tadat 
vylawov Kal toa iaxupol, 7 TmpoOvula Céovtes, wal DoTepov 
avtovs Todto madeivy paptupel.— vwOpos] in the N. T. only 
here and vi. 12.— rats dxoais] with regard to the hearing, i.e. 
the spiritual faculty of comprehension. Comp. Philo, Quis rer. 
divin. haeres, p. 483 (with Mangey, I. p. 474): év aydyous 
avopidow, ols ota pev éotw, axoal dé ovK &vercw. The 
plural is used, inasmuch as the discourse is of a multitude of 
persons. On the dative, instead of which the accusative might 
have been placed, comp. Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 202. 

Ver. 12. Justification of the reproach: vw@pol yeyovate tats 
axoais, ver. 11. — Kal yap ddeirovtes eivat SiddcKaror] for 
when ye ought to have been teachers. kat gives intensity to 


1 This is erroneously denied by Delitzsch and Alford. Even the two instances 
from Dionys. Halicarn., on which Delitzsch relies, plead against him. 
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the odeirovtes eivar Suddcxarot. Comp. 2 Cor. ii. 10, al. 
Arbitrarily Bloomfield (ed. 8), according to whom an inter- 
mediate link is to be supplied in connection with «al yap: 
“fAnd such ye are,] for though ye ought, according to the 
time, to be teachers,” ete. — dua tov ypovov] by reason of the 
space of time, te. because already so considerable a space of 
time has passed since ye became Christians. In like manner 
is Sua Tov xpovoy often employed by classical writers. Comp. 
eg. Aelian, Var. Hist. iii. 37: of wavy map avrois feypa- 
KOTES ... TWovel KOVELOV, OTaV EéavTOIs cuVELdaoLY, OTL TpOS 
Ta épya Ta TH TaTpids AvowTENODVTA AYpHnoToL Eiow, UTOAN- 
povons On TL avTois Kal THs yvouns dia Tov ypovov. — As 
regards that which follows, there is a controversy as to whether 
we have to accentuate téva or tuvd. The word is taken as 
an wmterrogative particle by the Peshito and Vulgate, Augustine, 
Tract. 98 in Joh.; Schlichting, Grotius, Owen, Wolf, Bengel, 
Abresch, Schulz, Kuinoel, Klee, de Wette, Tischendorf, 
Stengel, Bloomfield, Conybeare, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebriéerbr. p. 780; Reuss, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Hof- 
mann, and the majority. As an indefinite pronoun, on the 
other hand, it is taken by Oecumenius, Luther, Calvin, Peirce, 
Cramer, Heinrichs, Bohme, Lachmann, Stuart, Bleek, Ebrard, 
Bisping, Alford, Woerner, and others. The latter alone gram- 
matically possible. For in the opposite case, since the subject 
is a varying one in the tempus finitum (xpeiav éyere) and the 
infinitive (Sidacxew), either the infinitive passive must be 
written, Tob SudadcKecOar tpas, or to the infinitive active a 
special accusative of the subject (perhaps éué) must be further 
added. Nor is 1 Thess. iv. 9 decisive in opposition hereto, 
since there the reading of Lachmann: od ypelav éyopev 
ypabew viv, is the only correct one. See, besides, the remarks 
in my Commentary on the Thessalonians, ad loc. [E. T. p.118 f.]. 
As, moreover, in a grammatical respect, so also in a logical 
respect is the accentuation t/va to be rejected. For upon the 
adopting thereof the thought would arise, that the readers 
anew required instruction upon the question: which articles 
are to be reckoned among the orovxyeta THs apyns TOV oyiwv 
Tod Geod, or else: of what nature these are. But manifestly 
ain also from the 
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explicative clause: kal yeyovate «.7.X.—of the fact that the 
readers, who ought long ago to have been qualified for instruct- 
ing others, themselves still needed to be instructed in the 
otovveta. While, for the rest, de Wette and Riehm erron- 
eously find in the indefinite twa “too strong a signification,” 
Delitzsch is equally mistaken in characterizing it as “ unmean- 
ing” and “ flat.” With justice does Alford remark, in opposi- 
tion to the last-named: “So far from teva, some one, being, 
as Delitzsch most absurdly says, ‘matt und nichtssagend, it 
carries with it the fine keen edge of reproach; g. d. to teach 
you what all know, and any can teach.” — tuas] preposed to 
the teva, in order to bring into the more marked relief the 
antithesis to elvar SiddcKxaror.— The notion of rudimenta 
already existing in Ta orotyeta is made yet more definitely 
prominent by the genitive ris apxfAs (Calvin: “quo plus 
incutiat pudoris”). Thus: the very first primary grounds or 
elements, Analogous is the use of the Latin prima rudimenta, 
Justin. vil. 5; Liv. 1 3; prima elementa, Horace, Serm. i. 1. 26 ; 
Quintil. i 1. 23, 35; Ovid, Fast. iii. 179.— Trav Aoylwy Tod 
Geod] of the utterances of God. Comp. Acts vii. 88; 1 Pet. 
iv. 11; Rom. iii. 2. What is intended is the saving revela- 
tions of Christianity, which God has caused to be proclaimed 
as His word. To think of the Old Testament prophecies, and 
their interpretation and reference to the Christian relations 
(Peirce, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Schulz, Stengel, and others; comp. 
also Hofmann and Woerner ad loc.), is inadmissible ; since 
the expression ta& Adyra Tod Oeod, in consideration’ of its. 
generality, always acquires its nearer defining of meaning only 
from the context, while here, that which was, ver. 12, men- 
tioned as Ta oTovyela THS dpyfs THY Aoyiwy Tod Oeod, is 
immediately after (vi. 1) designated o rhs dpyis tod Xpiorod 
Novos. — yeyovate] reminds anew, even as the preceding 
wanuv, of the earlier more gladdening spiritual condition of 
the readers. — ydAaxtos Kal ov atepeds tpodpijs] On the figure, 
comp. 1 Cor. iii. 2: yadda buas erotica, ob Bpdpua. Philo, de 
Agricult. p. 188 (with Mangey, I. p. 301): “Ezet 6€ vnmious 
pév gots yadda Tpody, Terelors bé TA ex TUpav Téeppata, Kai 
auyfs yadaxtodes pev ay elev tpopal cata THY TaLouKny 
HALKlav, Ta THS eyKUKALOV MovaLKHS TpoTraLoevwata’ Tédevar OE 
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Kal avdpacw evrperets ai Sut Ppovijoews Kal cappocvrns Kal 
amdons apeTas tdnynces. Quod omnis probus liber, p. 889 A 
(II. p. 470), al. — By the milk, the author understands the 
elementary instruction in Christianity; by the solid food, the 
more profound disclosures with regard to the essence of Chris- 
tianity, for the understanding of which a Christian insight 
already more matured is called for. In connection with the 
former, he thinks of the doctrinal topics enumerated vi. 1, 2 
(not, as Chrysostom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, 
Primasius, Clarius, and others suppose, of the doctrine of the 
humanity of Christ in contradistinction from that of His God- 
head, which is foreign to the context) ; in connection with the 
latter, mainly of the subject, just the treatment of which will 
pre-eminently occupy him in the sequel,—the high-priesthood 
of Christ after the manner of Melchisedec. — The statement 
of ver. 12 has been urged by Mynster (Theol. Stud. wu. Krit. 
1829, H. 2, p. 338), Ebrard, and others, in proof that the 
Epistle to the Hebrews cannot have been addressed to the 
Palestinean congregations, particularly not to the congregation 
at Jerusalem. The tenor of the verse might, it is true, appear 
strange, considering that the congregation at Jerusalem was 
the parent congregation of all the others, and out of its midst 
had proceeded the most distinguished teachers of Christianity. 
Nevertheless this last fact is not at all called in question by 
the statement of the verse. For the author has present to his 
mind the condition of the congregation as it was in his own 
time; he is addressing—in favour of which also da tov 
xpovoy pronounces—a second generation of Palestinean Chris- 
tianity. The narrow-minded tendency, however, which this 
second generation had assumed, instead of advancing in its 
erowth to the recognition of the freedom and universality of 
Christianity as the most perfect religion, might well justify 
with regard to it the utterance of a reproach such as we here 
meet with. Only thus much follows from the words,—what 
is also confirmed by xiii. 7,—that when the author wrote, 
James the Lord’s brother had already been torn from the con- 
gregation at Jerusalem by death, since he would otherwise 
certainly have written in another tone. 

Vv. 13, 14. Establishing of the yeyovate ypelav éxyovtes 
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yaraxtos Kal od otepeds Tpodijs, ver. 12. Sense: for it is 
universally characteristic of him who (in a spiritual respect) has 
need of milk, that he is, because not of ripe age, still inexperienced 
in the Royos Sexatoctvns; and this is gust your case. Solid 
food, on the other hand, is proper only for the réXevor; Térevor, 
however, ye are not yet. In connection with this acceptation 
of the words, there is no oceasion for finding anything out of 
place in the yap in relation to that which precedes, and either, 
with Storr, making it co-ordinate with the ydp, ver. 12, and 
referring it back like this to ver. 11,—which on account of 
the figure vv. 13, 14, retained from ver. 12, is already seen to 
be inadmissible——or for saying, with Bleek and Bisping, that 
the progress of thought would come out more naturally if the 
author had written: was yap o dzretpos AOyou ScKatocdvns 
METEXEL YANAKTOS* VATrLOS Yap éoTLW.— 6 peTéeYwY YadraKTOS| 
he who (in a spiritual respect) partakes of milk, te. only in 
this possesses his nourishment, is not in a position to take in 
solid food. Bengel: Lacte etiam robusti vescuntur, sed non 
lacte praecipue, nedum lacte solo. Itaque notantur hoc loco 
ii, qui nil denique nisi lac aut capiunt aut petunt. — dzrespos 
Aoyou Sixatocvvys] sc. éotiv, he is still inexperienced in the word 
of righteousness. Expositors have almost without exception 
been guided by the presupposition (as also Bleek, de Wette, 
Tholuck, Kurtz still are) that Adyos Sexavocdvns is only a 
varying form of expression for the same idea as is expressed, 
vv. 12, 14, by orepea tpody, or, vi. 1, by TedevoTys. Aoyos 
dixacoovvns has then either been taken as equivalent to Adyos 
dixavos or TéAecos, and the higher, more perfect type of doctrine 
found indicated in the expression. So Schlichting (“ sermo 
justitiae videtur positus pro sermone justo, h. e. perfecto ac 
solido”), Grotius (“ Hic Suxavootyns dixit pro TedevoTnTOS .. . 
et genitivus est pro adjectivo”), Abresch (“ doctrina vel insti- 
tutio justa, h. e. perfecta, plena, omnia complectens, quae ad 
perspicuam distinctamque pertineant doctrinae Christianae 
intelligentiam ”), Schulz (“that true [rightly so called] higher 
doctrine”), Kuinoel, Bisping, Kurtz, and many others. Or 
Sixavocvyns has been more correctly regarded as genitive of 
the object. In the latter case S:«avocvvy is taken either, as 
Michaelis, ad Peirc., with an appeal to the Hebrew 5P7¥, in 
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the sense of ddjOea) as the doctrine of the essence of the 
matter itself, in opposition to the typical figures thereof; or 
Noyos Stxatocvvys is understood specially, as by Oecumenius, 
of the Adyos wept Tis GedTnTos Tod Kupiov, or, as by Carpzovy, 
of the: “doctrina de sacerdotio Jesu Christi Melchisedeciano, 
quae dicitur 0 Adyos Stxacocbvns propterea, quia Melchisedecus, 
vi nominis, BaciAeds Svxaroovyys vertitur, vii. 2, eaque appel- 
latio ad Christum sacerdotem applicatur, cujus mpézov fuit 
TAnpaca, Tacay Sixarocvvny, Matt. iii. 15;” or the words 
are made to refer, as by Primasius, Zeger, Bengel, de Wette, 
and others, to intellectual and moral perfection in general, as 
also already Chrysostom, who explains the expression by 7 
advo pirocopia (and after him Theophylact), leaves us the 
choice of understanding the PBlos dxpos Kal HxpyBmpmévos 
(according to Matt. v. 20), or tov Xpuctov Kat tov trpndov 
mept avTod Aoyov. But the fundamental presupposition, out 


1 Delitzsch, too, with an allusion to the use of pay, 14%, oni, takes 


Yxcsoodm as a synonym of éAvée«; but will then have the genitive Six ccroriyns 
looked upon not as expressing the contents, but as a defining of the quality of 
Aaoyos, and will interpret adyes of the faculty of speech. Thus, then, Adyos 
dixcuoovvns is taken to mean: “ the faculty of speaking in accordance with right- 
cousness,” i.e. the ‘‘ discourse on spiritual things which is guided in strict accord 
with the norm of the true, and harmoniously combines all the factors of the 
case, proportionately regarded, without leaving one of them out of sight;” and 
in ver. 18 is supposed to be contained the following “most rigid connection of 
ideas:” ‘he who must still receive milk is still ignorant of rightly-constituted, 
i.e. right-teaching or orthodox, discourse; for he is a child only beginning to 
lisp, and not yet capable of speech.” This strange view, based upon the incom- 
prehensible grounds, that ‘‘ since »4x1s (from 94 aud zs) denotes one incapable 
of speech, an infant, there is a presumption in favour of Adyes in derespos AByou 
dixasoodvns having the signification of faculty of speech, —and this signification is 
here the more probable in regard to the eicénrap« occurring in the antithetic 
parallel clause, inasmuch as 4 Aéyos, in the sense of language, is met with 
countless times in Philo along with the elcénois or the rivers aicbioes, of which 
the organs are known as cicénripa,”—bears its refutation upon the face of it. It 
is not at all suitable to the connection, as Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 734) and Alford have already observed ; since according to this there is no 
question as to the faculty for speaking on spiritual subjects, but only as to the 
faculty for understanding the same. — As ‘‘ discourse” will Hofmann also have 
Aoyos interpreted, in that he fully subtilizes the notion lying in &xesoctvn, and 
finds indicated by the total expression Adyos dixasordyns only ‘‘ correct discourse.” 
For, according to him, the words ver. 13 are used in their most literal sense, and 
allude to the fact that he who is still fed with milk at the maternal breast is as 
yet no judge of correct discourse ! 
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of which all these interpretations have sprung, is an erroneous 
one. For the emphasis falls not upon Adyou Sceacoovvns, but 
upon the depos, on that account preposed. Not for a non- 
possession of the ANoyos Sixacocvyns, but only for a want of 
experience in the same, only for an insufficient, schoolboy’s 
knowledge of it, does the author blame the readers. The 
Aoyos Srxavocvvns in itself, therefore, stands as indifferently 
related to the notion of the otepea tpody or TeAretorns as to 
the notion of the orovyeta, to which Ebrard reckons it. Only 
by the more or less exhaustive imparting of its subject-matter 
does it become the one or the other. For the word’ of right- 
eousness is nothing more than a periphrasis of Christianity or 
the gospel, inasmuch as just the righteousness availing with 
God’ is the central-point of its contents. Quite analogous to 
this mode of designation is the Pauline characterization of the 
gospel office of teaching by 7) Scaxovia THs Suxatoovyns, 2 Cor. 
ii. 9, and of the teachers of Christianity by dsd«ovor duxato- 
cwvns, 2 Cor. xi. 153; on which account also it is unnecessary, 
for the justification of the expression chosen, with Bleek, 
Bisping, and Maier, to assume an allusion to the exposition of 
the name Melchisedec, Bacireds Sixacocvvys, given vii. 2. — 
vyTios yap eotw] for he is still a babe, a novice in Chris- 
tianity. Setting forth of the naturalness of the a@recpos Aoyou 
Otkatoovvns. 

Ver. 14. The opposition: for perfect or more matured 


1 Of the righteousness availing with God (comp. also xi. 7), have Beza, Jac. 
Cappellus, Peirce, Storr, Klee, Tholuck, Bleek, Stein, Ebrard, Bloomfield, and 
others already rightly interpreted dxasocdvm, — In the above exposition, Alford, 
Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrderbr. p. 733), and Woerner have concurred; save 
that, according to Riehm, by virtue of an over-refined distinction, the gospel is 
not called the word of righteousness ‘‘ because the righteousness availing with God 
is the central-point of its contents,” but ‘‘ because it leads to righteousness ; 
because, by its proclamation to man, the possibility is created and the oppor- 
tunity is afforded of entering into a condition of the rightness of his relation to 
- God, inasmuch, namely, as he assumes a believing attitude towards the word 
proclaimed.” But why should the author, familiar as he was with Paul’s 
manner of teaching, and attaching his own doctrinal presentation thereto,— 
albeit with independence of character,—have shrunk from recognising, as the 
central theme of the gospel, ‘‘the righteousness which avails with God,” since 
even this was only a general notion, which did not exclude a peculiar conception 
and treatment, where it was a question of the development of details, and 
insistance thereon ? 
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Christians, on the other hand (and only for them), is the solid 
food. — rerXelwy is with emphasis preposed.— tay dia TH 
é&v «.7..] more precise characterizing of the réAeoe: for 
those who, etc. — és] like the following aic@nripsov, in the 
N. T. a dak Neyouevov. It corresponds to the Latin habitus, 
and is used in particular of the condition produced by use and 
wont. Here it denotes the capacity or dexterity acquired by 
practice. Comp. Quintil. x. 1. 1: firma quaedam facilitas, 
quae apud Graecos é&s nominatur.— ta aic@ntypial the 
organs of the senses; transferred to that which is spiritual : 
the power of apprehension. Comp. LXX. Jer. iv. 19: 7a 
aicOntipia TAS ~puys pov. — yeyupvacpéva] Predicate ; 
literally : as exercised. On the whole turn of discourse, comp. 
Galen, De dignot. puls. 3 (in Wetstein): 6s pév yap... To 
aicOntnpiov exer yeyupvacpévoy ikaves... o0TOS aplaTos av 
eln yvoOpuov.—mpos Sidkpiow K.T.r.] for the distinguishing of 
good and bad. The words may be taken with yeyuuvacuéva, 
or they may be taken with the whole expression yeyupvac- 
péva éxovtwv. The kadrdov te cal xaxov, however, is to be 
understood of the right and the wrong, or of the wholesome and 
the pernicious, not, with Stein, of that which is morally good or 
evil. Chrysostom: viv ob mepi Biov adT@ o doyos, Otay Aéyn’ 
mpos Olakpicw Kadod Kat KaKod (TodTO yap TavTl avOpaTe@ 
duvatoyv eidévat Kat evKoAOV) AAA Teel Soypatay byav Kal 
ivnrav, SiepOappevwy Te Kal TaTrewar, 
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Ver. 2. Instead of the Recepta 8:dax%¢, Lachm. reads 6:da%%». 
But the accusative has the support only of Band the Latin 
translation in D (doctrinam), and is a mere transcriber’s error. 
— Ver. 3. Elz.: rorjoower, after BK Ly, It. Vulg. Basm. Copt. 
Syr. utr. Ambrose. Retained by Lachm. Tisch. and Bloomfield. 
Defended also by Reiche. But as more original, on account of 
the symmetry with gepuuelw, ver. 1, appears the conjunctive 
soimoumev, already commended to notice by Griesbach; ap- 
proved by Bleek, Delitzsch, and Alford. It is attested by the 
strong authority of A C D E, 22, 31, 39, al. mult., Arm. Chrys. 
(codd.) Theodoret (comment.), Oecum. Damasc. — Ver. 7. é2’ 
aur7s| B¥* 213, 219** al.: gx’ airgy. Alteration in favour of 
the more prevailing linguistic usage. —To the Recepta zor- 
Adis Epyouevov, Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford have 
preferred the order épyémevov roAAGduss. The external accredit- 
ing is for both substantially equal. The Lecepta is attested by 
ACK L, Vulg.; Lachmann’s reading by B D E 8, 37, 116, al., 
It. Syr. utr. Copt. al. But in favour of the originality of the 
latter pleads the greater euphony, for which the author is wont 
to show a predilection. — Ver. 9. The mode of writing «pero- 
cove, followed by Bengel, Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford, al., after 
the precedent given by the Edd. Complut. and Plantin., instead 
of the Recepta xpeirrova, is here required by A BC D*** (EK 2) 
Lx, al. Otherwise, i. 4, vil. 7, and frequently. — Ver. 10. zai 
cig aydnns| Elz. Matthaei: 2a) rod xémou rig dyarns. But 
ro xérov 1s wanting in A BC D* E* x, 6, 31, 47, al., Syr. utr, 
Erp. Basm. Aeth. Arm. Vulg. Clar. Germ., with Chrys. (twice) 
Antioch. Theoph. Jerome. Already condemned by Beza, Mill, 
Bengel, al. Rightly deleted by Griesb. Knapp, Lachm. Scholz, 
Tisch. Alford, Reiche, and others. Gloss from 1 Thess, i. 3. — 
Ver. 14. Elz. Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2, Bloomfield, 
Reiche: 4 ~%4». Instead thereof, Lachm. Tisch. 1, 7, and 8, and 
Alford have <i w4v. The latter, approved also by Bleek and 
others, is, on account of the weighty authority of A B(C L**: 
i wy) D (D corr.: ¢ w4) ES, 17, 23, al., Didym. Damasce. Vulg. 
It. Ambrose. Bede (: nisi), to be looked upon as the original 
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reading. % wy isa later conversion of the non-Greek expres- 
sion of the LXX. into Greek. — Ver. 16. dvdparor wiv yap] So 
Elz. Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield, and 
Alford. But wy is wanting in A B D* 8, 47, 52, Cyril. 
Rightly rejected by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8.—Ver. 18. 
6:éy] Bleek and Tisch. 8, after A C x*, 17, 52, Cyril, Didym. 
Chrys. al. ; rv deév.— Ver. 19. Instead of the Recepta aopara, 
which is confirmed also by the Codex Sinaiticus, Lachm., in the 
stereotype edition, writes, after A C D*: aogar%j» (so also 
Tisch. 7), in the larger edition: d&sparyv. But the form is 
hardly to be justified. Yet comp. Winer’s Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 64. 


Vv. 1-3. It is disputed whether in these verses the author 
carries out his purpose of advancing, with the pretermission of 
the Christian elementary instruction, to objects of deeper 
Christian knowledge ; or whether there is contained in the 
same a summons to the readers, no longer to cling to the 
doctrines of the first principles of Christianity, but to strive to 
reach beyond them and attain to Christian maturity and per- 
fection.’ The former supposition is favoured by Primasius, 


1 Delitzsch and Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrdéerbr. p. 781 f.), to whom Maier, 
Kluge, Kurtz, and Woerner have given in their adhesion, have thought to be 
able to escape the stringency of the above cither...or... They will have 
us recognise the one to the non-exclusion of the other, in that they find expressed 
at the same time the exhortation to the readers to strive after the rsrciorns, and 
the design of the writer to lead forward the readers to the redssrns. But this 
(comp. also Reiche, Comment. Crit. p. 37, note 2) is an unnatural, absolutely 
impossible assumption. The announcement of the author’s design to advance 
to a more difficult section of his disquisition, and the exhortation to the 
endeavour after Christian maturity addressed to others, are two so mutually 
irreconcilable declarations, as not possibly to admit of being compressed at the 
same time into the @ép:céa: tri, ver. 1, and rodro wosiv, ver. 3. Justas little can 
at the same time be indicated by rzassens, ver. 1, the condition of ripe age in 
Christianity, and the Christian teaching activity of another in reference to higher 
things. If, therefore, the author had designed to express both together,—alike 
an incitement of the readers, as also the carrying out of his own intention,—he 
must necessarily have brought under review each one separately, i.e. first the 
one and then the other. In addition to this, there is the further consideration 
that the view of Delitzsch and Riechm bears the character of half measures. For 
they do not even venture to push it to a consistent conclusion, in thatsurely the 
same two-sidedness of reference which attaches to the principal. verb epaiuedae 
{and to the retro romewuev which resumes the thought of the same), must also 
attach to the participles 2oévrrs and xeraBararcuevor; but as it is, the participles 
are supposed to have grammatically, it is true, the same two-sided subject as 
the principal verbs ; logically, on the other hand, to refer preponderantly (i.e. 
according to the preceding remark in Delitzsch, p.. 209, init. : exclusively) to the 
author ! 
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Luther, Vatablus, Zeger, Estius, Cornelius a Lapide, Piscator, 
Schlichting, Grotius, Owen, Limborch, Wolf, Bengel, Peirce, 
Cramer, Michaelis, Morus, Storr, Abresch, Heinrichs, Kuinoel, 
Klee, de Wette, Stengel, Tholuck, Bloomfield, Bisping, Reiche 
(Comment. Crit. p. 36 sqq.), Conybeare, Reuss, M‘Caul, 
Hofmann (Komm. p. 231), and many others; the latter, on 
the other hand, by Chrysostom, Theodoret, Photius, Gennadius 
Gn Oecumenius), Theophylact, Faber Stapulensis, Calvin, 
Clarius, Justinian, Jac. Cappellus, Bohme, Stuart, Bleek, Ebrard, 
Hofmann (Schrifibew. I. p. 636, 2 Aufl.), Moll, and others. 
The connection with the preceding and following context 
decides against the first acceptation and in favour of the 
second. The author has just now charged the readers with 
dulness, and complained that they are still children in Chris- 
tian understanding. It is not possible, therefore, that he 
should now continue in the strain: “on that account he pur- 
poses, passing over the doctrines of the initial stage, to treat in 
his address of objects of higher, profounder Christian know- 
Iedge;” whereas, on the other hand, the exhortation to ascend 
to a higher stage fittingly links itself to the complaint of the 
lower standpoint of the readers, which still continues un- 
changed notwithstanding all legitimate expectation to the 
contrary. No wonder, then, that expositors have been forced, 
in connection with the first-named explanation, to have 
recourse to arbitrary interpretations of the 600, vi. 1; either 
in completing the idea, as Grotius, Tholuck, Bloomfield, 
Bisping, and others, by: “ therefore, because surely no one of 
you wishes to remain a vy7vos,’—which, however, as the 
middle term, must have been expressly added, since no reader 
could divine this from that which precedes,—or in referring it, 
as Schlichting and Reuss, to the first words of v. 11: wept 
00 TOADS Hiv Oo Aoyos Kal duTEpUHvevToOS Eeyev, and regarding 
all that intervenes in the light of remarks appended by way 
of parenthesis,—which, nevertheless, is to be rejected, even on 
account of the intimate connection of ducepprvevtos réyeu, 
v. 11, with the following évet «.7.r.,—or finally, what is 
lexically impossible, denying to it a causal signification, and 
then translating it either, as Morus, by “ yet” (doch), or, as 
Zachariae, by “nevertheless” (indessen), or as Abresch, by 
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vero, enimvero.— But no less does the coherence with that 
which follows decide against the first interpretation and in 
favour of the second. For it is quite comprehensible how the 
reason given, ver. 4ff., should be able to lend emphasis to a 
preceding exhortation, but not how the declaration of the 
author, that he now intended to pass over to more difficult, 
more profound themes for instruction, should be explained 
thereby. (See onvv. 4-6.) In ddévtes there lies no decisive 
ground in favour of either the one or the other view (against 
de Wette, Bisping, and others), and él tiv TeXecdTnTa, as also 
Oewédvov KataBardopevot, is more relevant to the case of the 
readers than to that of the author (vide infra). — Avo] there- 
fore, i.e. since the solid food is suited only to réAecou, ye, 
however, do not yet belong to the number of the réXevos, — 
agtévat] is not only employed by orators and historians to 
indicate that they intend to pass over some subject or leave it 
unmentioned (comp. eg. Demosth. de Falsa Legat. p. 433, 28: 
TavTa Ta ddAa adeis, & Tavtes tpels late épw), but serves 
with equal frequency to denote the leaving unnoticed or 
leaving aside of an object in actual conduct. Comp. eg. Mark 
vii. 8: agevtes tiv é€vtoAnv Tod Bcod Kpareite THY Tapadocw 
tav avOpdrov; Luke v. 11: adévtes tavta nKxorovdncav 
avTé; Eurip. Androm. 393: ddd. thy apyny adels mpds THY 
TEMEUTHY, VoTEpay ovcav, dépn; In our passage it is the 
leaving aside of the lesser, in order to reach beyond it and 
attain to the higher. Entirely akin to the advévas tov Ths 
apyjs ToD Xpictod Aoyov is that which Paul, Phil. iii. 14, 
denotes as émiAavOavecOar ta dmicw. As in the passage 
named Paul speaks of a forgetting of that already attained 
upon the path of Christian perfection, only with a glance at 
the goal as yet unattained, and not in an absolute sense,—as 
though he would in reality deny all actual significance to that 
which was already attained,—quite so does the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews stir up the readers to an advévae tov 
THs apyis tod Xpictod Aoyov, only inasmuch as they are 
called to rise, beyond that which forms a mere preliminary 
stage, to something higher, without in any way implying 
thereby that the THs dpyfs tod Xpictod Noyos, which cer- 
tainly, as a base presupposed as already present, remains 
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necessary for all subsequent building, should at all cease to be 
their possession. The objection, that dpevres cannot be referred 
to the readers, because instead of a leaving aside (letting go) 
a holding fast or renewing of the rhs adpyfs tod Xpictod 
Aoyos must rather be demanded as a means for attaining to 
the teNevdTys, has therefore no force. Comp. Calvin: Jubet 
autem omitti ejusmodi rudimenta, non quod eorum oblivisci 
unquam debeant fideles, sed quia in illis minime est haerendum. 
Quod melius patet ex fundamenti similitudine, quae mox 
sequitur. Nam in exstruenda domo nunquam a fundamento 
discedere oportet; in eo tamen jaciendo semper laborare 
ridiculum. — tov ths dpyjs tod Xpictod Neyo] the word of 
the beginning concerning Chrest, i.e. the Christian doctrine in its 
first rudiments or elements. 7s dpxijs locks together with 
Tov Noyoyr into a single notion, and upon this total-notion 
tov Xpctotov depends. The whole expression, however, 
amounts to the same thing as was before (v. 12) denoted by 
Ta oToLyela THS apyns TOY oyiwv Tod Oeod.— %H TedrELoTNS] 
in connection with our apprehension of vv. 1—3, determines 
itself naturally as perfection, 1c. manhood and maturity in 
Christianity, and that in an intellectual respect, not in an 
ethical or practical one, in which latter sense the expression 
has been accepted—arbitrarily, because opposed to the con- 
nection with v. 11-14—-by Chrysostom (ios dpucrtos), 
Gennadius (ypnot) TodTela Kal ths miotews d&/a), Photius 
() év tats apetais mpoxorn, 1) TOV OrAbbewy Kal Siwypov Kal 
Tepacuayv vTrou“ovn), Oecumenius (7 Tav épywv pirocodia), 
Clarius (non solum superioris illius de Christo theologiae 
comprehensio, quantum homini fas est, verum etiam profectus 
in virtutes et afflictionum persecutionumque tolerantia), and 
others. Those who find in vy. 1-3 a statement of the author 
concerning his intention, must naturally understand teXevoTns 
of the perfection of doctrine, z.c. of the deeper disclosures with 
regard to Christianity. But this is, at all events, a forced 
interpretation of the simple notion of the word, such as neither 
corresponds to the usage in other cases (comp. Col. iii. 14), 
nor in our passage appears in keeping with the context. For, 
since immediately before the discourse was of rédesou in 
opposition to vamos, so here only the condition of the 
Meyer. —HEz. P 
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TéXevou can consistently with nature be the meaning of the 
TerxecoTns. Had the author intended the perfection of 
doctrine, he must at least have written ért ra Tov TerXelwv 
instead of émt tv TedXeoTnTa; for only in this way would he 
have acquired a notion corresponding to the preceding 4 oreped 
tpoby, v. 14. — dep@ueba] The author includes himself in 
the exhortation (cf. iv. 14, al.), and thereby tempers the same. 
pépecOas eri Tt, to be carried away to something, to strive 
with zeal after something. @ceuédvov KkataBdrrecOat] a 
formula fully current in later Greek style (Dionys. Halicarn. 
iii. 69; Josephus, Antig. xi. 4. 4, al. [whereas Paul and Luke 
employ rvOévar, 1 Cor. iii, 10; Luke vi. 48, xiv. 29]), to 
denote the laying of the foundation. Even on account of the 
usualness of this mode of speech, it is quite a misapprehension 
of the meaning when Ebrard would here vindicate for cata- 
BdadreoPac the signification: “demolish.” But also the posi- 
tion of the word decides against this, since caraBadrropevot 
must have its place before Qeuédcov, whereas the placing of it 
after shows that the emphasis must fall upon @emédcov, not 
upon the verb; @euédAcoy thus stands in antithesis to the follow- 
ing teXevoTnTa, The participial clause: po) waduv Oewérsov 
Kata. «.7.r., accordingly forms an elucidation to adévtes Tov 
THs apyis tod Xpiotod Aoyov.— The genitive wetavolas, 
etc., indicates the material with which the foundation is laid, 
and, indeed, each two of the instances named belong together, 
so that three pairs of the first principles of Christianity are 
enumerated. The article before the single substantives is 
omitted throughout; not, as Bohme and Bleek suppose, out 
of a consideration for the rhythm, lest otherwise the articles 
should too greatly accumulate, but because the sense is: with 
things such as wetavoca, etc. — Further, as subject in xata- 
BadrAcuevor we have to regard the readers of the epistle (not the 
author), because the same subject is presupposed for the 
perdvora and the Ocuérsovy xataBdrrxccOar; but the pera- 
vota, which cannot denote the doctrine of the change of mind, 
—since otherwise, as with the words in ver. 2, the addition of 
duday7 could not have been wanting—but expresses the act 
of the change of mind itself, beyond doubt relates to the 
readers of the letter, not to the author. — Not anew are the 
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readers to lay the foundation by wetavowa amd vexpev épyav 
and awicrtis émt Qeov; since this foundation has with them 
already been laid, it is now thus only a question of continuing 
to build upon the foundation laid. Not in such wise are they 
accordingly to behave, that the primary requirement of turn- 
ing from the épya vexpd and having riots towards God, must 
ever afresh be made with regard to them. — The construction 
eTadvo.a ao, as with petavociv, Acts villi. 22; LXX. Jer. 
vill. 6.— do vexpav épywv] By vexpd the works are not 
characterized as sinful, and by sin occasioning death (Piscator, 
Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, Limborch, Peirce, Abresch, Bisping, 
Stuart, and others), nor as dejiling, as according to the law of 
Moses contact with a dead body defiled (Michaelis, a/.), but as 
in themselves vain and fruitless [see on ix. 14]. Perhaps the 
author has—what is on no sufficient grounds contested by 
R. Kostlin (Theol. Jahrbb. von Baur und Zeller, 1854, H. 4, 
p. 469 ff, Remark), Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 568), 
and Kurtz—hefore his mind the service of works under the 
Mosaic law, from which the readers had not yet been able to 
free themselves. A contradiction, as Riehm supposes (i.e. 
p. 835f.), of the fact recognised, p. 16, that wiotss with the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews does not, as with Paul, 
involve an opposition to the vouos and the épya vowou, lies not 
in this expression. For neither in our passage is mention 
made of vexpa épya in relation to miotus, but only in relation 
to the factor of the petdvota which precedes the miorts. — 
Kal miotews émt Oedv| The positive reverse side to the negative 
petavolas amo vexpav épywv. The ideas conveyed by the 
petavoew and mictevew, the wetdvora and the ictus, likewise 
associated with each other, Mark 1.15; Acts xx. 21, These 
words, however, are to be understood, as Abresch, Bleek, and 
others rightly insist, in accordance with the signification, 
which the author is otherwise wont to attach to méotus, of the 
believing confidence in God, as the one who in part has 
already fulfilled the promises of salvation given in the person 
of Jesus Christ, in part will yet completely fulfil them. 

Ver. 2. Barticpav didayjs] We have not to divide by a 
comma, with Cajetan, Luther, Hyperius, Sykes, Semler, 
Morus, Heinrichs, Schulz, de Wette, Conybeare, and others 
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[after the Syriac], in such wise that Bamricpot and Siday7 
are each separately enumerated as a particular subject for 
elementary instruction in Christianity. 4iday7 must in this 
case mean the elementary instruction in Christianity con- 
nected with baptism, imparted either before or after the same. 
But since, at the close of the verse, the dvdotacis vexpav 
and the xpiua ai@viov are mentioned, while the treatment of 
these subjects for teaching belonged equally to the first stage 
of instruction in Christianity, it is not easy to perceive why, 
in addition to that d:day7, these two points, presupposed in 
the same, should be brought into special relief by the author. 
Then there is the consideration that all the particulars which 
are mentioned before and after as constituent parts of the 
Oewédvov, are designated by a double expression. Seeing the 
care bestowed by the author upon the symmetrical pro- 
portions of his discourse, we should therefore naturally be 
led to regard Particpav Sidayfs as a corresponding double 
expression. But even as thus apprehended the expression is 
capable of a twofold explanation. The question, namely, 
is whether the author is speaking of Bawticpol dudayjs 
or of a Partiopav didayx7y. In the first case baptisms 
with a view to doctrine are meant, in the second dnstruction 
concerning baptisms. In the first acceptation the term is 
taken by Bengel, Michaelis, Maier, Kurtz, as also Winer; 
Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 181 (less decidedly, 5 Aufl. p. 217); in 
the last, by Bleek and the majority. Against the first view 
pleads, on the one hand, the fact that the addition dvdayijs 
would be something too little characteristic, almost unmean- 
ing, since a Christian baptism, not preceded, accompanied, or 
followed. by instruction in the fundamental doctrines of 
Christianity, would be something inconceivable ; on the other 
hand, that in this way the erroneous secondary meaning 
would arise, that there were, in addition to the Christian 
baptisms with a view to doctrine, also other Christian 
baptisms. We follow, therefore, the second mode of interpre- 
tation. In connection with this the plural Bamrricpor still 
presents some difficulty. Gerhard, Dorscheus, Ernesti, M‘Lean, 
Stuart, and others arbitrarily set aside this difficulty, in that 
they suppose just the plural to be placed for the singular. 
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But neither is the plural to be explained by the assumption 
that respect is had to the proneness of the Hebrews for often 
repeating the Christian baptism, in conformity with the many 
Sarticpot in Judaism (Oecumenius, Theophylact), or, at the 
same time, to the outward and inner baptism (Grotius, 
Whitby, Braun, Brochmann; Reuss: la différence du baptéme 
eau et du baptéme d’esprit). Just as little by the supposi- 
tion that reference is made to a plurality of baptismal 
candidates or baptismal acts (Theodoret, Primasius, Beza, Er. 
Schmid, Owen, Heinrichs, a/.), or to a repeated immersing of 
the candidate. Most in its favour has the opinion of Jac. 
Cappellus, Seb. Schmidt, Schottgen, Wolf, and others, in which 
more recently also Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, Bleek, Stengel, 
Tholuck, Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebraerbr. p. 724), Alford, and Moll have concurred ; namely, 
that the author is thinking not so much of Christian baptism 
in itself, or exclusively, as along with it at the same time 
of the relation of the same to the Jewish lustrations, and 
perhaps also to the baptism of John. This view appears at 
least to acquire a point of support from ix. 10, according to 
too. et it seems to be precarious, with Jac. Cappellus, 
Bleek, and others, to urge in favour of this acceptation the 
distinction that in the N. T. only Bawticpa is used for 
Christian baptism in the proper sense of the term, Bamruic- 
os, on the other hand, being in the N. T. a word of wider 
signification (ix. 10; Mark vii. 4); precarious, because the 
expression Pdrtioua not occurring at all with the author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews [as also Josephus designates the 
vite of John only by Bamticpos, the action by Barrios, 
Antig. xviii. 5. 2], with regard to his usage in this respect 
thus nothing can be determined. — In close inner connection 
with the Bamwticpot stands the érideots yetpaov. As 
therefore the readers ought no longer to be in need of teaching 
concerning the nature of the former (and concerning its pre- 
eminence over the kindred institutions of Judaism), so was it 
also to be reasonably expected that they should experience a 
necessity for being instructed concerning the nature of the 
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latter (and concerning the eminent blessings which attend 
thereon). The reference is to that laying on of hands by 
which those previously baptized were fully received into the 
communion, and through which the reception of the Holy 
Ghost was wont to be vouchsafed to them. Comp. Acts 
viii. 17 ff, xix. 6. From this close inner connectedness of 
the éidecis yeepdv with the Barricpoé results that, also as 
regards the external arrangement of words, the genitive 
éridécews does not depend immediately upon Oepédvov, but 
like Barricpov upon S1day is. But, moreover, even the fol- 
lowing genitives, dvagtdcews and Kpliparos, are, as rightly 
apprehended by Storr, Béhme, Ebrard, Bisping,’ Delitzsch, 
Alford, Moll, and Woerner, governed by dsdayjs. For not by 
the resurrection of the dead, and the everlasting judgment 
itself, since these facts will first unfold themselves in the 
future, but only by the doctrine thereof can the foundation 
be laid in Christianity. It would, however, be arbitrary to 
assign to the words dvdotaows and xkpiwa in themselves a 
signification which they can only have in combination with 
the foregoing dsdayjs. A grammatical harshness (de Wette) 
is not to be discovered in this construction, on account of the 
close connection of the last clauses by means of te and Te 
. kat; any more than de Wette is right in regarding 
Barticuav didayfs, in the mode of interpretation above 
followed, as an unnatural trajection without an example in 
the writings of our author; for @amticpay is preposed 
because the emphasis rests on that word, and an analogon 
in our epistle is already afforded by the mvebparos dryiou 
Meptomots, ii, 4.—avactdcewis Te vexpdy Kal Kpiwatos 
aiwviov] Two dogmas already belonging to the Jewish 
1'Wrongly, however, is it supposed by Bisping (as before his time by 
Gennadius in Oecumenius, and Klee) that peravoias and ricrews, ver. 1, are 
already dependent upon dd«x7s.—Just as wrongly would Calvin, who is 
followed by Piscator and Owen, enclose Barriuay dWayhs, taibersds ce veipay 
within a parenthesis, “ut sit appositio... hoc sensu. Non jacientes rursus 
fundamentum poenitentiae, fidei in Deum, mortuorum resurrectionis, quae 
doctrina est baptismi et impositionis manuum... Nisi enim appositive legas, 
hoe erit absurdi, quod bis idem repetet. Quae enim baptismatis est doctrina, 
nisi quam hic recenset de fide in Deum, de poenitentia et de judicio ac 


similibus ?” — Both views are deprived of their support by the reflection that 
vsrdvem and rics, ver. 1, denote not a doctrine, but an act [against Stuart]. 
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theology, which obtained by means of Christianity only their 
more definite, concrete signification. The expression in both 
these clauses is used quite generally. We have therefore no 
warrant for limiting, with Estius, Schlichting, Schottgen, Chr. 
Fr. Schmid, Storr, and others, the avdataccs to the godly, 
the xpiwa to the ungodly. On the contrary, both have 
reference to the pious or believers, and the ungodly or 
unbelievers In common. 

Ver. 3. Repetition of the exhortation, ver. 1, in order 
immediately to give thereto so much the greater emphasis by 
attaching the warning, ver. 4 ff.— «ai todto roujowper] 
just this let us do.—todto] sc. to éml thy TedeLOTHTA 
dépec Oat, ver. 1; Theodoret, dvti tod omovddcaper, ériOupn- 
Cope, TavTa Tovoy iTép THs TeXeLoTNTOS aoTracwpeba, To 
TovUTo we cannot supplement from the participial clause, 
ver. 1: 70 Oewédov KataBddrecOa, as was done, on the 
presupposition of the reading srowjcopuev, by Jac. Cappellus 
(who, however, besides this gives also the true reference, and 
comes to no decision), Schlichting, Grotius, Dorscheus, Wittich, 
Limborch, Calmet, Zachariae, Storr, Abresch, and is still done 
by Hofmann, as it is also regarded by Tholuck as possible; in 
such wise that there should issue the sense: this also, namely, 
the laying of the foundation, the author will do, se. at another 
and more favourable time, if God permit. For—apart from 
the unsuitability of the sense resulting, according to which 
the author would declare his intention of treating the more 
difficult earlier than the more easy, which latter surely con- 
tains the preliminary condition for the understanding of the 
former—against such supplementing the fact is decisive, that 
the yw in connection with cataBadropevos, ver. 1, would be 
arbitrarily set aside; against the apprehending in this sense, the 
fact that for the expression of such a meaning vro:ncopev 8é 
Kat TodTo must have been written. —éaviep émitpérn 6 Beds] 
provided that God permits it (1 Cor. xvi. 7), inasmuch, namely, 
as all things, even the carrying into effect of good resolutions, 
are subordinated to the higher decree of God. Incompre- 
hensible, therefore, is the assertion of de Wette, who has 
therein followed Abresch, that the addition édvrep «7X. is 
plainly irreconcilable “with the taking of our verse in the 
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sense of a demand.” For the supposition, that in this case 
“the encouraging belief in God’s gracious assistance” must 
be expressed, is an altogether erroneous assumption, since the 
author in the present passage is by no means aiming at the 
consolation of the readers, but, on the contrary—as is shown 
by vv. 4-8—at the alarming of them. To an encouraging 
and pointing to God’s gracious help the discourse first 
advances, vv. 9, 10. 

Vv. 4-8. Warning enforcement of the foregoing exhorta- 
tion, by dwelling on the impossibility of leading back 
Christians who have already experienced the abundant 
blessing of Christianity, and for all that have fallen away 
again from the same, anew to a state of grace. Very 
appropriately (against de Wette) does this warning justifica- 
tion attach itself to the preceding demand; since the readers 
were not merely still far from the vtedXevorns in Christianity, 
but were, moreover, upon the way of entirely falling off again 
from Christianity. Comp. especially x. 25-31. In order, there- 
fore, to deter them from such contemplated apostasy, there is 
very fitly set before the eyes of the readers the magnitude of 
the culpability which the completed apostasy would involve, 
and the terrible nature of the divine punitive judgment which 
it would entail.— In connection with the other view, that a 
declaration of the purpose of the author is contained in vy. 1-3, 
the connection of thought would be: Passing over the subjects 
of catechumenical instruction in Christianity, I shall apply 
myself to the subjects of deeper Christian knowledge. For 
it is surely impossible to convert anew Christians who have 
already been enlightened, and then have fallen away again. 
By the fruitlessness of enlarging on the initial doctrines, 
therefore, the author would justify his resolution. But one 
does not perceive the relevancy of this statement to the case 
of the readers. For since a preparatory transition, such as is 
afforded by the paraenetic depdpeOa, ver. 1, and troujowper, 
ver. 3,— Jin that the endeavour after Christian perfection 
necessarily includes the putting away of all that is opposed 
to it, thus also of the inclination to apostasy,—would then be 
‘entirely wanting, on the contrary, the declaration of the 
purpose of the author would connect itself with the censure 
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expressed, v. 11-14; in this way the explanation of this 
resolution must be found in the presupposition either that 
the readers already actually belonged to the number of the 
mapamecovres, or else that, since they must already be 
reckoned among the rédevor, what is said admits of no 
application to them. In the first case, however, the author 
would represent his own undertaking, for the benefit of such 
readers to pass over to the higher subjects of teaching, as a 
fruitless one; in the last case, having already just before 
blamed the readers for their vnmzorns, would have fallen into 
self-contradiction. 

Ver. 4. I'ap] goes back to the last main utterance,—thus 
to TovTO Trowjowpev, ver. 3, and by means thereof to émt rh 
TereloTnTa pepwopueba, ver. 1, not to wy mdr Oewédov KaTa- 
Bardopevor, ver. 1 (Whitby, de Wette, Bloomfield, Conybeare), 
nor yet to édvmep émutpérn o Geos, ver. 3 (Piscator, Abresch, 
Delitzsch, Kurtz, Hofmann, Woerner), still less, at the same 
time, to édvmep émitpémn 6 Oeos and pn wadw Oepéer. KataP. 
(Schlichting). — advvatov] it is impossible. The import of the 
expression is absolute; and to weaken it into “ difficile est” 
(so, after the example of the Latin translation in D and E: 
Ribera, Corn. a Lapide, Clericus, Limborch, Storr, Heinrichs, 
Kuinoel, and others), according to which we should have to 
suppose a rhetorical exaggeration, is an act of caprice. Nor 
are we justified in seeking to obtain a softening of the declara- 
tion, as is done by Er. Schmid, Clericus, Limborch, Schéttgen, 
Bengel, Cramer, Baumgarten, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Bloomfield 
(comp. already Ambrose, de Poenit. ii. 3), by urging the force of 
the infin. active dvaxa.viflery as pointing to human activity, 
and thus, with a reference to Matt. xix. 26, making the im- 
possibility to exist only on the part of men, not on the part 
of God. For only the impossibility of the dvakacyifeuy in 
itself is accentuated, without respect to the person by whom it 
must otherwise be effected. Instead of the infinitive active, 
therefore, the infinitive passive dvaxawvifeo@at might have 
been chosen by the author without affecting the sense. — Tovs 
amaé... aiavos, ver. 5] characterizing of such as have not 
only become Christians, but also have already experienced the 
plenitude of blessing conferred upon Christians, — tovs dra 
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poticbévtas] those who were once illumined (x. 32), ic. had 
already, through the preaching of the gospel, been made parti- 
cipants of the light of the knowledge (sc. of Christianity as the 
perfect religion). As regards the thought, the same thing is 
said by peta To AaPelv tHy éeriyvoow Ths adnOeias, x. 26. — 
ama belongs, as to dwticGévTas, so also to the three following 
participles (against Hofmann), and finds its opposition in 
mad, ver. 6. It does not signify “plene” or “perfecte” 
(Wolf), nor does it denote an act which admits of no repetition 
(Delitzsch) ; contains, however, the implication, that the once 
ought to have sufficed and satisfied. Comp. [ix. 26] x. 2; 
Jude 3.— datife.w tivd, of the spiritual enlightenment 
effected by teaching, is purely Hellenistic. Comp. Eph. ii. 9 ; 
John i. 9; LXX. Ps. cxix. 130; 2. Kings xii. 2, xvii. 27, al. 
— yevoapévous te THS Swpeas THs érrovpaviov] and have tasted 
the heavenly gift. yeverOat tevos, to taste or receive a 
savour of a thing, figurative indication of perception by one’s 
own experience. See on il. 9. The construction of the verb 
with the genitive (instead of being with the accusative, as 
ver. 5) does not justify us, with many strict Reformed exposi- 
tors, in finding a mere “gustare extremis labris” in the 
expression. Besides, such an interpretation would be in 
conflict with the design of the writer, since it cannot be 
within. his intention to represent the culpability of the persons 
in question as small; he must, on the contrary, aim at bringing 
out the same in all its magnitude. — By déwped émoupavios, 
Primasius, Haymo, Estius, Michaelis, Semler, and others under- 
stand the Lord’s Supper; Owen, Calmet, Ernesti, Whitby, 
M‘Lean, Bloomfield, the Holy Ghost (against which the following 
special mention of the same is decisive) ; Klee, regeneration on 
general, in contradistinction from the special communication of 
the Spirit in baptism; M‘Caul, “the persuasion of the eternal 
life, the ydpucpa tod Oeod, Rom. vi. 23 ;” Hofmann, rightcous- 
ness; Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Faber Stapulensis, 
Erasmus, Paraphrase; Cameron, Hammond, Rambach, Ebrard, 
Maier, the forgiveness of sins; Justinian, Schlichting, Grotius, 
the peace of mind arising from forgiveness; Pareus, faith; Seb. 
Schmidt, Dorscheus, Peirce, Bengel, Carpzov, Cramer, Bisping, 
and others, Christ; Morus, Heinrichs, Bohme, Kuinoel, Stuart, 
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Stengel, and others, the Christian religion or the gospel; Abresch, 
Bleek, the enlightenment imparted to men through the preach- 
ing of the gospel, or the heavenly light itself, which effects the 
enlightenment, and-by means thereof communicates itself to 
men. Inasmuch as re points to a close connection between 
the second clause and the first, and the emphasis rests upon 
the foregoing yevoapévovs, 4 Swped is at any rate to be 
taken quite generally. Most naturally, therefore, shall we 
think in general of the gift of grace, z.c. of the abundant grace 
of Christianity. It is called heavenly, inasmuch as Christ was 
sent forth from heaven in order to communicate it, and heaven 
is the scene of its full realization. — cal petoyous yevnbévtas 
Tvevpatos aylov] and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost. 
The consequence and seal of the gift of grace just mentioned. 

Ver. 5. Kai xadov yevoapuévors Ocod pia] and have tasted 
the refreshing word of God. That the author already makes 
use afresh in this place of the verb yevec@az, after he has only 
just before employed it ver. 4, Bleek ascribes, not wrongly, to a 
certain perplexity on the part of the writer about finding for 
the idea to be expressed another term of the same import. 
For the supposition of Delitzsch, that the repetition of the 
same expression is to be explained from the design of bringing 
out so much the more strongly the reality of the experiences 
made and of their objects, would be admissible only if the 
second yevoapévovs, like the first, were placed emphatically at 
the beginning of its clause, and there were not already another 
verb inserted between the two yevoapévovs. yeverOas is 
here, as John ii. 9, construed with the accusative, which occurs 
only in the Hellenistic, never with the Greek classic writers. 
To assume, however, a different signification in the case of the 
two constructions,—Bengel : “ alter (genitivus) partem denotat ; 
nam gustum Christi, doni coelestis, non exhaurimus in hac 
vita; alter (accusativus) plus dicit, quatenus verbi Dei prae- 
dicati gustus totus ad hance vitam pertinet, quanquam eidem 
verbo futuri virtutes seculi annectuntur;” Bloomfield: “ here 
(ver. 4) yetdoac@av signifies to have experience of a thing, 
by having received and possessed it; whereas in the clause 
following it signifies to know a thing by experience of its 
value and benefit ;” Delitzsch (comp. also Moll): “ with yev- 
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capmévous THs Swp. THs émoup. is combined the conception that 
the heavenly gift is destined for all men, and is of inexhaustible 
fulness of intent; with xadov yevoapévous Oeod phywa, how- 
ever, the conception that God’s precious word was, as it were, 
the daily bread of those thus described,’—is already forbidden 
by the homogeneity of the statements, ver. 4 and ver. 5. — 
The expression pywata Kkadd serves, LXX. Josh. xxi. 45, 
xxiii. 15, Zech. i. 13, for the rendering of the Hebrew 2303 7233 
and o°2iD O34, and is used of words of consolation and promise 
spoken by God or the angel of God. In accordance therewith, 
we shall best also here refer kadov Oeod pha to the gospel, 
inasmuch as God thereby gives promises, and fulfils the pro- 
mises given. So Theodoret (tHv trdcyerw Tav ayaldv), 
Estius, Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, Owen, Whitby, Abresch, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, de Wette, Stengel, Tholuck, Ebrard, 
Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Maier, Kurtz. — Others, as 
Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, Faber Stapu- 
lensis, Jac. Cappellus, Piscator, Bengel, Peirce, Heinrichs, 
Alford, understand the expression of the gospel in general; in 
connection with which some, as Calvin and Braun, see denoted 
in xaXov a contrast with the Mosaic law, the characteristic of 
which was judicial severity. According to Bleek, finally, we 
have to think of a personified attribute of God; which is 
supposed to be here mentioned because the gospel, with its 
consolatory message, is an efflux from the same,—an interpre- 
tation, however, which finds no sort of support in the context. 
— Suvdpers te pédAXovTOS aidvos] and powers of the world 
to come. What is intended is the extraordinary miraculous 
powers wrought by the Holy Ghost, as these were called forth 
by the new order of the world founded by Christ. The alwv 
HéAXNwY, namely (comp. ofKoupévn 7 wéAXoOvEA, ii. 5), is for the 
author nothing purely future,—so that we have not, with Jac. 
Cappellus, Schlichting, Bohme, Kurtz, and others, to think of 
the everlasting life, or of the glory coming in with the Parousia 
of Christ, of which believers have received a foretaste here 
upon earth,—but already begins, according to his view, with 
the appearing of Christ upon earth, in that only its consum- 
mation still belongs to the future, namely, the time of Christ’s 
return, 
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Ver. 6, Kat maparecovtas] and (in spite of this) have 
fallen, i.e. have fallen away again from Christianity. — raw] 
belongs to dvaxawifev. The taking of the same with rapa- 
mecovtas (Heinsius, Alting, Peirce, and others) has the position 
of the word against it. A pleonasm, however (Grotius), is not 
produced by wav along with the dva in dvaxawitew, For 
ava marks out the becoming new as a change ensuing, in 
opposition to the preceding state of the old man; whereas 
maXwv has reference to the fact that the class of men described 
have already experienced that change, namely, at their first 
conversion. — dvaxawifew] to renew, to fashion inwardly new. 
To supplement an éautovs to the verb (Erasmus, Vatablus, 
al.), according to which the preceding accusatives of the object 
would be changed into accusatives of the subject, is arbitrary. 
— els petavoray] not equivalent to 61a petavolas (Chrysostom, 
Theophylact, Zeger, Corn. a Lapide), but under the form of 
conception of the result: in such wise that change of mind or 
repentance should arise therefrom. — dvactavpodvtas x.T.X. | 
since they, etc. Note of cause to advvatov avaxawifew. The 
impossibility of the renewal is explained by the magnitude of 
the culpability. By their action such men bear witness that 
the Son of God is in their estimation a transgressor and deceiver 
who has been justly crucified. — The compound form dva- 
otavpovy occurs with classic writers only in the sense of 
“nailing up to the cross.” Comp. L. Bos, Huzercitatt., and 
Wetstein ad loc. In itself, however, the explanation is equally 
admissible: “crucify afresh.” Thus it is accordingly taken 
without questioning by the Greek interpreters, and probably 
was so meant by the author. — éavrois] Dativus incommodi: 
to their own judgment. Vatablus: in suam ipsorum perniciem. 
Too weak, Bleek,—to whom Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebrierbr. p. 769), and Alford give in their adhesion,—* they 
crucify Him to themselves, in so far as, by that crucifying 
again, they rob Him of themselves, who were in His possession.” 
False is the interpretation of Oecumenius, Theophylact, Calvin, 
Jac. Cappellus, Limborch, Bohme, Bisping: as much as im them 
lies, dcov. TO ep éavtois ; Heinrichs : each one for himself ; 
Schulz: by themselves [by their own act]; Grotius, Abresch, 
Tholuck, explaining by the supposition of the so-called Dativus 
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localis: im themselves; Hofmann: as regards their own persons ; 
Klee: to their contentment; Stengel: to the joy and pleasure of 
their obdurate heart; Kurtz: to the gratification of their hatred 
or their enmity against Him. Over refinedly Bengel and 
Delitzsch: sibi, as an opposition to wapadsevyparifoytas, osten- 
tantes, sc. aliis. — Tov vioy Tod Oeod| A more palpable mani- 
festation of the enormity of the crime than would have been, 
the case had he written tov Xpuorov or’ Inoody. Comp. x. 29. 
— mapadevryparifey] to expose to scorn and insult; here, 
inasmuch as the death of ‘the cross was a shameful one, 
mapadevypativew stronger than the simple deuyparifewv, Matt. 
1. 19. 1s 

Concluding remarks on vv. 4-6. — The declaration of 
yv. 4-6 has been of importance for the controversy of the 
early church, as to the question whether those who relapsed 
trom the gospel renounced for ever the' hope of salvation, or 
whether by means of sincere repentance they might once 
more attain to a state of salvation. The rigoristic view was 
especially maintained by the Montanists and Novatianists ; 
and’ already Tertullian, de Pudicitia, c.: 20, appeals to our 
passage in favour thereof. In; opposition to this view, 
another sense was universally put upon the passage in the 
orthodox church from, the time of the fourth century. The 
words were interpreted of an impossibility of imparting a 
second time the baptism, once: administered, and the conse- 
quent condemnable character of such an act, in that according 
to a later usus loguendi (first met with in Justin Martyr, 
Apol. i. 62, 65) they took ¢wrigeuv to be a designation of 
baptism, referred avaxawifewv «is petdvovay to the repetition 
of baptism, and in advactavpouvtas «,.7.r. found the indication 
of that which such repetition would produce or involve. 
(Comp. eg. Theodoret: Tov dyav aduvatav, dngiv, tos TO 
mavayio ,tpoceAndvOotas Bamtticpwate Kal Ths Tod Oeiov 
Tmvedpatos xXapiTos peTednpotas Kal Tov aiwvioy ayalav 
deEauévous Tov TUmov adOis mpocedOeiv Kal tye érépou 
Barticpatos. Todto yap ovdév ect erepov, ) Taduv Tov 
viov Tod Oeod TH cTaVvPe Tpornracas Kal THY yeyevrnwévyv 
atylay Tadw atte mpocaa. “QDomep yap amak To 
maOos avtos wméuewev, ctw Kal jas anak ad’td tpoonkes 
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Koweovijca tod Tafous. XuvvOarropeba S$ ait Sia tod 
Rarticpatos Kat ouvaviotaueba. Ovy otdv te odv spas 
Tad aTodaioat Ths tod Bamticwatos Swpeds. Xpiotds 
yap avactas é« vexpodv ovK &ts arobuioner, Odvatos adbtod 
ovum re Kupiever. “O yap améOave, Th dpaptia améOavev 
eparak, 6 Sé Sh, S&H TO Ocd. Kal jpav 88 6 madras 
avOpwros suvertavpobn ev tH Barticpate, Tod Oavdrov 
tov tumov SeEduevos.) That this interpretation, which is 
still followed among later expositors by Faber Stapulensis, 
Clarius, and Calmet, is a wrong one, is now generally 
admitted. The justification, however, of this passage, which 
furnished to Luther a determining reason for denying to the 
epistle canonicity in the narrower sense (see the Introduction, 
p. 18), is afforded by the fact that—as is also pointed out, 
x. 26-31—the author is speaking not of a falling away in 
general, but of a clearly defined falling away, ae., as is rightly 
urged by Calvin, Beza, Jac. Cappellus, Estius, Seb. Schmidt, 
Peirce, Carpzov, Tholuck, Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, Hof- 
mann (Schriftbew. II. 2, p. 341 f. 2 Aufl), Maier, and others, 
those Christians are described who commit the sin against 
the Holy Ghost (Matt. xii. 31 f; Mark ii 28 f.; Luke 
xii, 10), or the dwapria mwpos Odvarov (1 John v. 16). 
For Christians are described who fall away, not, ¢e.g., from mere 
weakness, from a mere wavering of conviction, but in spite of 
a better knowledge, and in spite of having experienced the 
treasures of grace in Christianity ; Christians who, according 
to the parallel passage, x. 26 ff., against their better conscious- 
ness and conscience, tread under foot the Son of God as 
though He were a deceiver, brand His blood shed for redemp- 
tion as the blood of a transgressor, and scoff at the Spirit of 
erace as a spirit of falsehood. In regard to men of this 
kind, the ddvvarov mddw dvaxawifew eis petdvoay is 
employed in its full right, since with them there must be 
inwardly wanting every kind of receptiveness or receptibility 
for the wetrdvora, The reference of the declaration to the sin 
against the Holy Ghost is, moreover, so much the more 
unquestionable, inasmuch as the author by no means says 
that the readers have already committed it, but, on the 
contrary, only sets at once before their eyes as a terrible 
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warning the extreme length to which their conduct may lead 
them. 

Vy. 7, 8. Confirmation of the dévvatov x.7.r. on its 
oljective side; since in connection with so great culpability 
and such ingratitude the divine punishment cannot fail to 
ensue. This thought is rendered manifest by means of a 
similitude. The common subject for ver. 7 and ver. 8 is not 
merely yi, but yi 4 miodca tov er adtis épxyopmevov TONAG- 
xis verov taken together. For the intention of the author 
is to point to the diversity of result arising from equally 
favourable preliminary conditions. The main point of the 
similitude, however, lies in ver. 8, while ver. 7 serves only 
by way of preparation, and as a means of bringing out into 
bolder relief the following opposition. — yA yap 1) muotca 

. betov| for the field which has drunk in the rain frequently 
coming down upon it. Figure of the men before described, 
who ofttimes have experienced God’s gracious benefits, and 
have received the same into themselves. — The participle 
aorist meovoa is chosen, while then participles present 
(rixtovoa, éxpépovoa) follow, because the fact already his- 
torically completed is to be emphasized, from which, then, 
two different effects are developed for the time present. — 
A mivety, tikrevv, etc., is ascribed to the yf, because this, 
as in general is very frequently the case, is personified as a 
part of the life-displaying, assiduously productive nature. — 
éx’ avths] The construction of éxt with the genitive, after a 
verb of motion, is distinguished from the more usual one with 
the accusative, in this respect, that the former includes in 
itself at the same time the notion of tarrying. Comp. Winer, 
Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 352.— Kat tixrovea] In place of this, 
merely tixtovoa or tiktovoa péev would have been more 
correctly written. Kad, however, does not stand in the sense 
of “also” (Hofmann), but is the ordinary “and.” — Bortdvy]| 
in the N. T. only here, employed by the LXX. as a rendering 
of 8Y4a-(Gen. i, 11,,12), aby (Ex. ix. 22, x..12,,15), and 
YH (Job viii, 12), denotes, according to its derivation from 
Booka, originally herbage or pasturage, but then also every 
kind of vegetation or produce of the field. —evOeros] well- 
placed, fit, profitable. Comp. Luke ix. 62, xiv. 35.— éxeivous] 
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may be referred to ev@evov (Bohme and the majority), but it 
also admits of being referred to tixtovoa (Bleek, Alford, 
Hofmann). — 6’ ots] for whose sake. Grammatically false, 
the Vulgate, Zeger, and others: a guibus; Calvin: quorum 
opera ; Erasmus, Vatablus, Heinrichs, and others: per quos ; 
Luther: for those who till tt; Schulz: for those who labour 
on it; Wieseler (Comm. tb. d. Br. P. an die Gal., Gott. 1859, 
p. 111): at whose command and disposal. — Kai yewpyetrat] 
it also (or even) ts cultivated, brings into relief the naturalness 
of the tixtew Botavny evOerov éxeivous, in that the éxetvos are 
the proprietors of the land, to whom the cultivation and 
produce of the same pertains. Incorrectly Schlichting (as 
likewise Bohme, Kuinoel, Hofmann): Ait autem “e¢ colitur,” 
ut ad imbrium irrigationem etiam terrae istius diligentem 
accedere culturam ostendat. In the application of the figure, 
the éxelvor, dv ods Kalb yewpye?rar are God and Christ; not 
God alone (Schlichting, Grotius, Cramer, de Wette, Tholuck, 
Alford), since in this way justice is not done to the plural. — 
peTarapPdver evroyias amo tod Oeod] receives part in the 
blessing at the hand of God, namely, in that its fruitfulness is 
progressively augmented. Comp. Matt. xiii, 12; John xv. 2. 
Too weak, Grotius, Wittich: it is praised or commended by 
God. — amo tod Geod] from God (as the bestower), is best 
connected with petarauBaver, not with edroryias. 

Ver. 8. The contrast. —’Exdépovca] as to its signification 
not different from the preceding tixtovoa. Without justifi- 
cation by usage is it supposed by Chrysostom, Oecumenius, 
Theophylact, Cornelius a Lapide, Grotius, Wittich, Valckenaer, 
Klee, and Bloomfield, that the word is to be taken im malam 
partem, namely, in the sense: “ Ejicere quasi abortus.” — 
axdv0as Kal tpyBdrovs] Thorns and thistles, Proverbial 
designation of rankly springing weeds and wild growth. 
Comp. Gen. iii. 18; Hos. x. 8 (VD YP); Matt. vii. 16.— 
adoxiyuos|] sc. éoriv, it fails to stand the test, 7s rejected, 
namely, in the judgment of God, as is self-evident from the 
amo tod Oeod in the preceding clause. Wrongly, therefore, 
Hofmann: it is unworthy to be treated as arable land. — 
Kal katapas éyyts] and near to the curse, i.e. not: devoted to 
the execration of men (Hofmann), but exposed to the peril of 
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being abandoned by God to everlasting barrenness and desola- 
tion. Enhancement of addxiuos. At the same time, how- 
ever, there is to be found in éyyvs a softening of the 
expression, manifestly with a reference to the fact that it is 
not yet too late for the readers to combat their lustings after 
defection, and to return fully into the right way (comp. 
ver. 9 ff.). Chrysostom: BaBai, moony eye tapapv9iav o 
Noyos. Kardpas yap eimev éyyds, ob katapa’ 6 Sé pnderra 
eis THY KaTdpay éumec@v GAN eyyds yevouevos Kal paKxpav 
yeverOar Suvicetat.— is TO TéAOS els Kadow] sc. eotiy, and 
its ultimate fate issues in burning. s is referred by 
Camerarius, Abresch, Heinrichs, Stuart, Bleek, to xatapas ; 
but more correctly by Chrysostom, Theophylact, Luther, Seb. 
Schmidt, Bengel, Carpzov, Schulz, Bohme, Kuinoel, Stengel, 
Bisping, Dekiende Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 773), 
Alford, Maier, Kurtz, Ewald, Woerner, and the majority, to 
the main subject; in such wise that the relative is to be 
complemented by ys, éxpepodons axavOas Kal tpiBérovs. 
In connection therewith, however, to take efvav eis, with 
Carpzov, Bohme, ramere Ebrard, Bisping, Maier, and others, 
as a Hebraism (? mm), is inadmissible. See Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 173.— The understanding, moreover, of a burning 
of the field, or of its produce, in order that the land may be 
improved, as that which is intended by catvovs (Schlichting, 
Bloomfield, and others), is forbidden by the connection, since 
no other than the divine punitive judgment bursting in upon 
it has to be described. What is meant is the burning up of 
the field itself by fire and brimstone coming down from 
heaven; by which, eg., the soil of Sodom and Gomorrha was 
rendered for ever incapable of tillage (Bleek, Tholuck, Ebrard, 
Alford, Maier, Moll, a/.). Comp. Gen. xix. 24; Deut. 
xxix. 23; also Heb. x. 27: mupos Gfros eo Oley péANovToS 
Tovs UmevavTlous. 

Ver. 9. Softening of the foregoing warning representation 
by attestation of the confidence, that this description will not 


But we are convinced in regard to you. Comp. Rom. xv. 14. 
— wemetopeba]| stronger than rerolfapev.— epi tueov] has 
the emphasis. It is therefore already placed here, not first 
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after wrnplas. — The appellation dyarntoi only here in the 
epistle. Schlichting: Apposite eos sic vocat, ne putarent, eum 
aliquo ipsorum odio laborare, sed ut scirent, eum amore Chris- 
tiano erga ipsos flagrare, qui amor facit, ut semper meliora 
ominemur iis, quos amamus, et, si quid severius dicimus, animo 
corrigendi non nocendi cupido dicamus.— ta xpelocova] of 
that which is better. This may refer to the subjective side, 
but it may also refer to the objective side of the foregoing 
comparison. In the first case the sense is: that your condi- 
tion is a better one, than that you should be compared to a 
land bringing forth thorns and thistles; in the latter case: 
that your fate will be a better one than curse and perdition. 
On account of the plural ta xpetocova we shall do best to 
combine both factors together, as, indeed, the last is but the 
consequence of the first. When, however, Hofmann thinks 
that ta xpelocova does not at all point to the foregoing com- 
parison, but stands by itself without any reference, in that it 
denotes only the good in opposition to the bad, this is not 
only opposed to the context, but also grammatically false, 
since the comparative is never placed for the positive. See 
Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 227 f.— Kal éyoweva cwrnpias] 
and of that which stands in contact with salvation, ve. that you 
will attain to salvation. éyomevov, with the genitive, denotes 
that which is closely joined to an object, that which is either 
outwardly (logically or temporally) or inwardly bound up with 
it. Instances in Bleek, IJ. 2, p. 220 ffi—e xat odtws 
Aaroduev] Chrysostom: BéAtiov yap wpas Tols pryace 
hoBicat, va ph Tois Tpdyywacw adyjonte. — ob'tws] sc. as 
was done vv. 4-8. 

Ver. 10. Reason for the good confidence expressed ver. 9. 
—ov yap adixos 6 Oeds, éridabécOa] for God is not wnjust, 
that He should forget. God exercises retributive righteousness. 
Since, then, the readers have performed, and do still perform, 
-actions worthy of Christian recognition, it is to be expected 
that God will be mindful thereof, and, provided they will only 
perform their own part fully (comp. vv. 11, 12), will conduct 
them with His grace and lead them to the possession of salva- 
tion. A claim to demand salvation of God, on account of 
their behaviour, is not conceded by the words of ver. 10 ; 
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only as a factor which God, by virtue of His retributive 
righteousness, will take into account in connection with the 
final result, is this brought forward for the consolation and 
encouragement of the readers; while, moreover, reference is 
at once made anew, ver. 11f., to the still unsatisfactory 
character of their Christian state, and in general to the peril 
of falling again from their state of grace. — érAabéc bar] The 
infinitive aorist expresses the mere verbal notion, without 
respect to the relation of time. See Kihner, IL. § 445, 2. 
It is to be taken neither in the sense of a preterite (Seb. 
Schmidt: ut oblitus sit) nor of a future (Bisping and others). 
— Tod épyov tuov] your work (as lying completed), 2c. that 
which you have done. The expression is quite general. A 
more precise limitation thereof may be found in the following 
kal THs dyamns, by taking cat as the epexegetic “and indeed,” 
“and that.” So Peshito, as also Kurtz and Woerner. But 
since, in any case, the passage x. 32 ff is to be compared as 
a real (though not verbal) parallel to the statement ver. 10, 
and there, in addition to the love displayed, the stedfastness 
manifested by the readers under persecutions is lauded, it is 
most natural, with Schlichting, Grotius, and others, to suppose 
that just to this the general rod épyou tueyv in our passage 
also more especially alluded. — ts aydans| has not in itself 
alone the notion of love “to the brethren,” in such wise that 
els TO dvoua avtod would have to be translated: “ for His 
name” (Matt. x. 41, 42, xviii. 20), 2e. to His honour 
(Vulgate: in nomine ejus; Bohme and others: émt 76 
dvouate avtov, Matt. xviii. 5). On the contrary, ths dydarns 
acquires its object in the efs 7d dvoya avtod, to be construed 
in relation to js évedeiEacGe (not to SsaKxovicavtes K.T.X., to 
which Beza was inclined). Thus: the love which ye have shown 
to His name (se. God’s name, not Christ’s, Ernesti and others), 
This is the more general object, which only then obtains its 
more special reference and indication of purport by dvaxovn- 
cavtes «.7.. A love exercised towards Christian brethren, 
inasmuch as Christians, as God’s children, bear the name of 
God. — diaxovnoavtes tois aylow] in that ye have rendered 
service to the saints (the fellow-Christians), have aided them 
when they were in distress and affliction (not specially: in 
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poverty). But that this was not merely a virtue exercised once 
for all, but one still continuously exercised, is clearly brought 
out by the addition cat Ssaxovodytes. 

Vv. 11,12. To that which the author hopes with regard 
to the readers, he now attaches that which he wishes to see 
performed by them. — éwiOupodpev dé] now we long, most 
ardently desire. Stronger expression than Oédopev or Bovdo- 
weGa [to set one’s heart on it, Matt. xiii, 17; Acts xx. 33; 
1 Tim. iii, 1, etc.].— Exactov tuev] More emphatic and 
accentuating than the mere tuas would be. There is denoted 
by it, on the one hand, that the heart-felt interest which the 
author cherishes in the readers extends to every single one of 
them. On the other hand, there lies in it the thought that if 
haply single individuals among the readers already correspond 
to the demand here made, it is still of supreme importance 
that every one of them should so comport himself as is men- 
tioned. — In the sequel, t)v adtny évdeixvvcbat orovdny 
is not in such manner to be taken together with dyps téXovs 
that the main stress should fall upon this, and mpos tiv 
T™rAnpopoplay THs é€XmLdos be regarded as a mere subsidiary 
factor. In connection with this mode of interpretation, 
adopted by Chrysostom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, 
Grotius, Seb. Schmidt, Limborch, and others, the demand of 
the author would amount to this, that the readers should 
manifest the same zeal which, according to ver. 10, they have 
already displayed, even to the end or in all future time. But 
in such manner it is assumed that the author has every reason 
for being satisfied with the Christian condition of the readers, 
and desires nothing more than a continuance of the same, 
whereas the whole epistle testifies that the state of things 
with the Hebrews was very different from this. Hence it is 
evident that the emphasis rests quite as much upon mpos TH 
TAnpopoplav THs éAmLdos as upon aype Tédovs. The 
thought must thus be: the author longs for the readers to 
display the same zeal which they have already manifested in 
regard to an active love, in equal measure also in another 
relation, namely, in regard to the rAnpodgopia x.7.r. (so 
Bengel, Cramer, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Bohme, Stuart, Bleek, 
Ebrard, Delitzsch, Alford, Conybeare, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, and 
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others), in connection with which, however, dype TéeXOUS is 
best taken, not, as is generally the case even with this correct 
determination of the thought, with évde/xvuc@as, but in close 
juxtaposition with pos tiv mAnpopoplay tis édaidos. — 
mpos THY TAnpopopiay Ths édmidos axpu Tédous] in regard to 
the full certainty of conviction concerning the Christian's hope, 
unto the end, te. in such manner that ye cherish and preserve 
to the end the Christian’s hope of the Messianic kingdom to 
be looked for at the coming again of Christ, as a firm confi- 
dence of faith, untroubled by any doubts. Comp. i 6, 14. 
Opposite is the wavering conviction that the subject of the 
Christian hope is one founded in objective truth ; the standing 
still upon the path of Christianity before the goal is reached, 
and the tendency to fall away again from Christianity and to 
relapse into Judaism.-— 7Anpodopia] We have not, with 
Cornelius a Lapide, Grotius, Schulz, Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, 
and others (after the example of the Vulgate: “ad exple- 
tionem spei”), to apprehend in the actwe sense of “ perfecting,, 
making full or complete;” but to take it, as everywhere in 
the N.. T.. (1 Thess. 1.5; Col. i, 2); Heb. x..22); comp. also 
Rom. iv. 21, xiv. 5), with Erasmus, Vatablus, Zeger, Calvin, 
Beza, Estius, Jac. Cappellus, Schlichting, Calov, Wolf, Abresch, 
Heinrichs, Bohme, Tholuck, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, 
Moll, and. the majority, in the passive sense. — @ypt Tédous] 
unto the end, ie. until (at the Parousia of the Lord) hope 
passes over into the possession [of the kingdom] itself. 

Ver. 12. Further prosecution of wpos tiv wAnpopoplay Ths 
ehmridos &xpu Tédous, ver. 11.— wa pr) vwOpol yévnoe] that. 
ye become not. sluggish. The yévnoe, pointing to the future, 
stands in no contradiction with yeyovare at v.11. There, the 
sluggishness of the intellect was spoken of ; here, it is sluggish- 
ness in the retaining of the Christian hope. There is there- 
fore no need of the conjecture vdOox (after xii. 8) for vwOpor 
(Heinrichs). — puuntal b€ tav dia mlotews Kat waKpoOupias 
KAnpovomotvToy Tas émayyedlas] but rather imitators of those 
who, through faith and perseverance, inherit the promises. Of 
the two substantives méctews cal paxpoOvpmias, the latter 
forms the leading idea; comp. ver. 15, where only waxpodv- 
pyoas is placed. «ad is therefore the more nearly defining 
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“and indeed.” Thus: by faith, and indeed by persevering con- 
stancy tm the same. — The paxpoOvpula, elsewhere usually 
the divine attribute of long-suffering or forbearance, is likewise 
predicated. of men, Col. i. 11; Jas. v. 7, 8,10; LXX. Isa. 
Ivii. 15 (Gduyordxous Sud0ds paxpoOuuiav), and frequently, 
and in the first-named passage combined with dzropovy as a 
synonym. — The évayyediae are those given by God in the 
time of the Old Covenant, which by means of Christianity 
attain to their full realization. Comp. vii. 6, viii. 6, xi. 13, 
17,°32 5 Romy ix. 4, xve8 ; 2. Cor. b 20;, vit 1.2 Gali 16, 
Comp. also the singular 7 évayyedia, ix. 15, x. 36, xi. 39. — 
KXNpovopety Tas éemayyedias denotes: to enter into the 
heritage of these promises, ic. to attain to the enjoyment or 
possession of the blessings placed in prospect by them. That 
in our passage (comp. ix. 15, x. 36, xi. 39) xAnpovomety tas 
emayyedtas cannot be understood, with Schulz and Bleek, of 
the mere “ receiving of the imparting of the promises as such, 
apart from. their fulfilment,” is shown by the very position of 
the words, according to which the main force of the statement 
is contained not in tas ésayyedlas, but in KAnpovopotvtwv. 
Comp. also ver. 15, where for the same reason érétuyev is 
placed before the substantive tas évrayyedias. Besides, it is also 
evident from the fact that in such case there would be nothing 
in ver. 12 to correspond to the conception of the ensuing 
possession itself, indicated as this is in the dype téXovs of 
ver. 11. —In connection with rév cAnpovopovytay almost 
all expositors, including Bohme, Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, 
Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Kluge, think of the patriarchs, 
especially Abraham, and of them either alone or with the 
inclusion of all believers of the New Covenant. This inter 
pretation, however, to which they were without any necessity 
led by the consideration of ver. 13, is untenable. For, in 
order to harmonize with it in its first-named form, the writing 
of KAnpovoynadvrwv would have been necessary,—for which, 
accordingly, many will have the participle present to be taken ; 
to harmonize with it in its last-named form, the writing of 
KXynpovoyncdvrwv te Kal KAnpovowovytwy would have been 
required. The characterizing of did mictews Kal waxpoOuplas 
KAnpovowovvtTes Tas éemayyedtas is, on the contrary, quite a 
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general one, and the participle present marks out. that which 

assuredly takes place, or in accordance with a constant and 

fixed rule (as a rewarding of the fulfilled preliminary condition 

of riotis Kat waxpoOvuia). The thought is therefore, not that 

the readers should take the patriarchs as a model, but in 

general that they should take as such those who manifest 

persevering constancy in the faith, and, on that very account, 
beyond doubt attain to the possession of that which is 

promised. ; 

Vv. 13-15. Proof of the general truth that stedfast endur- 
ance leads to the possession of the promised blessing, from the 
special instance of Abraham. Calvin: exemplum Abrahae 
adducitur, non quia unicum sit, sed quia prae aliis illustre. — 
7 yap "ABpadp emaryyethapevos 6 Oeds] for when God had 
given promise to Abraham. émayyetNdpmevos we have, with 
de Wette, to take as in point of time anterior to dpocer. It 
has reference to the promises which God had already, Gen. 
xii, 7, xvii. 5, 6, xviii. 18, imparted to Abraham, and which 
were then, Gen. xxii. 16-18, not merely repeated to him by 
God, and confirmed by an oath, but likewise, in part at least, 
were fulfilled (see at ver. 15).—émei kat’ ovdevds x.7.r.] 
because there was no greater or higher (oddeves, masculine, not, 
as Hofmann supposes, neuter), by whom He could swear, He 
sware by Himself. Relation of the words, LXX. Gen. xxii. 16: 
Kat éuavtod @mooa, Neyer KUpLOS, With the reason for this 
form of declaration inserted. Comp. Philo, Legg. allegor. 
iii. 98 E (with Mangey, I. p. 127), where, with regard to the 
same passage of Scripture, it is said: «0 Kal T® 6SpKkw 
BeBaiwoas tiv brocyecw, Kai Spkw Ocorperre?. “Opas yap 
dre ov Kal? érépov dpvvder Oeds—ovdev yap adtod KpeitTov 
—ddra Kal’ Eavtod, bs éo te TavTwY apLoTos. 

Ver. 14. Ev pv «.7.r.] Adducing of the declaration, Gen. 
xxii. 17, with the difference, that in the case of the LXX. wAn- 
Ovv® TO oéppa cov is in harmony with the original put in 
place of 7AnOuvd oe. This deviation is not to be explained by 
the supposition that the author chose ce instead of 7d oméppya 
ocu merely “ for brevity’s sake” (Jac. Cappellus), or “ in order 
to present the promise in a form as concentrated as possible ” 
(Delitzsch), or that he cited from memory (Abresch), or that he 
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wished to place in the background all thought of the merely 
physical descendants of Abraham, and direct the glance of the 
reader exclusively to the spiritual or heavenly posterity of 
Abraham, which was appointed to him through Christ (Béhme, 
Bisping, and others). It has its ground simply in the fact that 
the author was here occupied exclusively with the person of 
Abraham himself (Bleek, de Wette, Maier). — e¢ uv] in place 
of the Greek 7 wv, or of the ed w7, formed after the Hebrew 
NO"DN, is met with elsewhere in the LXX. (Ezek. xxxiii. 27, 
xxxiv. 8, xxxv. 6, xxxvi. 5, al.), not, indeed, so far as concerns 
our passage in the Cod. Alex. and Cod. Vatic., but yet in other 
ancient MSS. ; and in any case, our author found it in the copy 
of the LXX. used by him. — The combination of the participle 
with the tempus jinitwm of the same verb (evAoyav evAoyncw 
«.7..) is a well-known Grecising of the Hebrew infin. absol., 
occurring exceedingly often in the LXX., and serving generally 
—as here—for the augmented and solemn emphasizing of the 
idea contained in the verb. See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 332. 

Ver. 15. Kai otras] and in this way, i.e. since God on His 
part had in such manner afforded documentary evidence for 
the solemnity of His resolve. oi tws belongs to ééruyer. 
The combining of it with paxpoOvpuncas, as is done by Stein, 
Tholuck,' and Bisping, and consequently taking the participle 
as an epexegesis of ofTws, is inadmissible, because in that case 
the paxpoOvuia of Abraham in particular must have been 
spoken of immediately before. The opinion of Delitzsch, 
however, who is followed by Maier, that “the combination 
of the two combinations” is “the right one,” refutes itself, 
since it requires that which is logically impossible. — paxpo- 
Ouunoas] because he showed [or: had shown] persevering sted- 
Jastness (sc. in the faith, comp. ver. 12), in particular by the 
fact that he had just now been so ready at God’s behest to 
sacrifice his son Isaac, although this soon appeared to afford 
the only hold for the realization of the divine promise. — 
eréruyev Ths émaryyedias] he obtained the promise, 2.2. the thing 


1 Who unaccountably advances, as an argument in support, the supposition 
that ‘‘then a parallel arises between the Christians, who, according to vy. 17, 18, 
are, on the ground of the divine oath, to hold fast the hope, and Abraham, who 
likewise did so,” 
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promised, inasmuch, namely, as not only Isaac was given back 
alive to Abraham, but he further lived to see the time when 
two sons were born to Isaac (comp. Gen. xxi. 5, xxv. 7, 26), 
and thus the divine promise was fulfilled in its earlier stage. 
Not a fulfilment, which Abraham first. witnessed in the hfe 
beyond the grave (Maier, Hofmann), is intended. Nor have 
we here to take érrayyedda, with Bleek, in the active sense [the 
giving of a promise], and to refer it to the Messianic salvation 
placed in prospect. For, apart from the consideration that im 
this case ééruyev THs érayyedias would, in relation to éray- 
ryetXdmevos, ver. 13, indicate no advance, the emphatically 
preposed érérvyev can be understood only of the obtaining 
possession of the promised object itself. The promise repeated 
to Abraham, Gen. xxii. 17, 18, presented itself under a two- 
fold point of view. His seed was to be multiplied, and in 
his seed were all nations of the earth to be blessed. Only’ 
the first: of these in its earlier stage could Abraham, from the 
nature of the case, live to see; the fulfilment of the latter was: 
attached. to the appearing of Christ upon earth, which was to 
be looked for in the distant future. The first-named refer- 
ence obtains ver. 15. The last-named mode of contemplating 
the subject underlies the xAnpovopois ths éraryyedas, ver. 17. 
That, too, which we read xi. 13, 39, is spoken from the last- 
named point of view, on which account there is not to be 
found in these passages a contradiction of ours. 

Vy. 16-20. Not without design did the author, in connec- 
tion with the historic fact, vv. 13—15, make mention also of 
the divine oath, although the mention thereof in that place 
was not necessarily required by the relation to ver. 12. His: 
object, namely, was further to bring into special prominence 
the practical advantage accruing to the readers from this cir-. 
cumstance. This he accomplishes vv. 16-20. For, since 
the promise imparted to Abraham, in so far as it respected 
the blessing of all nations by means of his seed, could receive 
its fulfilment only in conditioning connection with Christ, the 
Saviour of all believers, the Christians are thus the heirs of 
the Abrahamic covenant; so also by the oath of God there is 
guaranteed to them, no less than to Abraham, an indefeasible 
claim to the object of promise. To hold fast to the Christian 
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hope, objectively assured and undisappointing as this is, the 
Christians therefore must feel themselves most powerfully 
animated. 

Ver. 16. Tap] establishes the éet nat ovtdevds «7.2, 
@pocev xa’ éavtod, ver. 13. Not, however, ver. 16 merely 
(against Hofmann), but the whole paragraph, vv. 16-18, is to 
be looked upon as an establishing of these words. For ver. 16 
is only a lemma, only a preparation for ver. 17 f.; and, indeed, 
ver. 16 states the practice valid among men with regard to 
the taking of the oath, while ver. 17 f. there is shown in 
connection with this the object contemplated by God in His 
declaration upon oath.— xara tod pelfoves] by the Higher 
One. petfovos is not neuter (M‘Caul: “to a thing that is 
greater, eg. the temple, the altar;” Hofmann), but masculine, 
and thereby God is intended. — With xaé the second half of 
the sentence, ver. 16, is closely attached to the first: “and 
so,” “and consequently.” To the habitual practice of men 
just mentioned, the legal relation therefrom arising is joined 
on. — dons adtois avtidoyias mTépas eis BeBaiwow o dpxos] 
the oath is to them an end to every kind of (every conceivable) 
contradiction, unto establishment. Comp. Philo, de sacrificiis 
Abelis et Caini, p. 146 (with Mangey, I. p. 181): Tod te pay 
muotevOnvar Yyapw amictovpevo. Katapevyovow é$ SpKov 
avOpwtros’ o 6€ Gers Kat A€ywv TMiaTOs éoTW' waTE Kal Tovs 
Aoyous avtod BeBarorntos evexa pyndev opxav Siapépev. . . 
Ow yap Sv’ GpKrov muatos 6 Oeds, GdAda 80 adtov Kal o bpKos 
BéRatos. — For ay tiXoy¢a as “ contradiction” (Bleek, Bisping, 
Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Woerner), comp. 
vii. 7, also xii. 3; Jude 11. The signification “ dispute,” 
“litigation,” assumed by Theophylact, Erasmus, Zeger, 
Cameron, Jac. Cappellus, Schlichting, Heinrichs, Bohme, 
Stengel, and the majority, is certainly perfectly warranted by 
the usage alike of the classical writers (Xen. Hellen. vi. 3. 9) 
as of the LXX. (Ex. xviii. 6, Heb. 121; Deut. xix. 7, 27; 
Prov. xvii. 18, D2", al.), But here this meaning is remote 
from the connection, since ver. 16 serves for the explanation 
of the trustworthiness of a divine declaration, but not the 
explanation of a contention between God and men (Bleek). 
The meaning “ dubitatio,’ “doubt,” assigned to the word by 
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Grotius and Cramer, it never has. — ets BeBaiwour] unto rati- 
fication, or the creation of an indefeasible claim. Wrongly 
do Jac. Cappellus, Peirce, Paulus, and others take e’s BeBaiwouy 
—which belongs to the whole second clause, not merely to 
wépas (Béhme, Bleek, Bisping, Alford)—along with 6 6pxos: 
“the oath given in confirmation,” which must have been 
expressed by 6 es BeBaiwow dpxos. — It results as a necessary 
inference from ver. 16, that the author did not regard the 
taking of the oath on the part of men as anything forbidden. 
Comp. Calvin: Praeterea hic locus docet aliquem inter Chris- 
tianos jurisjurandi usum esse ligitimum.... Nam apostolus certe 
hic de ratione jurandi tanquam de re pia et Deo probata disserit. 
Porro non dicit olim fuisse in usu, sed adhuc vigere pronuntiat. 

Ver. 17. "Ev ¢] Upon the basis of which fact, ve. in accord- 
ance with this human custom, as one valid among men. év @, 
namely, refers back to the whole contents of ver. 16 (not 
merely to 6 dpxos), and coheres not with BovAdpevos émideiEat 
(Seb. Schmidt, Braun, Rambach, Hofmann, al.), nor yet with 
the whole clause following (Delitzsch, Alford), but with éueoi- 
Tevoev Opkw. — TeptacoTepov] is to be taken along with éz- 
detEax. It does not, however, signify wnto redundancy, since 
this was not at all required (Beza, Schlichting, Seb. Schmidt, 
Carpzov, Storr, Klee, and others), but: so much the more, 
or: more emphatically, than would have been done by the 
mere imparting of the promise,— Tois KAnpovopuors THs érary- 
yerias] to the heirs of the promise. By the «crnpovopmor, 
Grotius, Owen, Bleek, Stein, de Wette, Bisping, Delitzsch, 
Maier, Moll, Kurtz, and others understand the patriarchs as 
well as all believers; Tholuck and others, only the Old Testa- 
ment saints; Morus even (notwithstanding the plural), only 
Abraham ; Calvin, the Jews. But, as is clearly apparent from 
the elucidatory va éywpev, ver. 18, only the Christians can be 
meant. — Td dueTaberov THs BovAns adtod] the unalterableness 
of His decree, namely, to make all believers blessed through 
the seed of Abraham, Arbitrarily, because to the violent 
setting aside of the nearest circle of thought furnished by the 
context itself, Abresch (and similarly Michaelis, Storr, and 
Delitzsch): “crediderim, non juratam eam promissionem spec- 
tari, quam Abrahamo factam in superioribus dixerat, sed illud 
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nominatim jusjurandum, quo Christus sit pontifex creatus ad 
Melchisedeci rationem” (Ps. cx. 4). Neither ver. 20, nor 
vil. 1 ff, nor vii. 20, 21, 28, nor v. 10, contains a justi- 
fication of this view. — The substantively employed adjective 
brings out the idea of the unchangeableness, about the accentua- 
tion of which the author was here principally concerned, more 
emphatically than if tv Boudry aitod thy dwerdberov had 
been written. — awetd@eros in the N.T. only here and at 
ver. 18. — euecitevoey bpxw] He came forward, as an inter- 
vening person, with an oath. As an intermediate person, se. 
between Himself and Abraham. Men swear by God, because 
He is higher than they. Thus, in the case of an oath among 
men, God is the higher middle person [so peairns, Josephus, 
Antig. iv. 6. 7], or the higher surety, for the fulfilment of the 
promise. But when God takes an oath He can only swear 
by Himself, since there is no higher one above Him, and thus 
only Himself undertakes the part of the surety or middle per- 
son. peoeTtevery, in the N. T. only here, is employed transi- 
tively and intransitively ; in the latter sense here. It is taken 
transitively by Oecumenius, who supplements tHv trocyeow ; 
and Bohme, who supplements tv BovaAny. 

Ver. 18. Indication of purpose to éyeoirevoevy Spko, 
ver. 17, and consequently parallel to the participial clause 
there, mepurootepoy Bovopmevos etd. Tols KANpovo“. THs €77. 
TO apeTabetoy THs BovdAjs avtod, but no mere repetition of 
the same, since the divine purpose, which was there pre- 
sented purely objectively in relation to Christians, is now 
subjectively turned in relation to them. — da dvo0 mpayyatov 
apetabétwov] by virtue of two unalterable facts, namely, by 
virtue of the promise and the oath. Against the connection 
(comp. vv. 13, 17) Reuss: Tune de ces choses c’est la parole 
évangélique apportée par Christ, lautre le serment typique 
donné & Abraham. — Svo] See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. 
p. 63; Buttmann, Gramm. des neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 25.— 
év ols advvatov WwevcacOat Geov] in which (i.e. in connection 
with their fulfilment) 7¢ 7s impossible that God should have led 
(deceived). For God is faithful. His bare word is trust- 
worthy; how much more thus when He confirms it by an 
oath! To supply a ds to WevoacGa (Heinrichs) is 
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inadmissible. —apaxAnow] not “consolation” (Vulgate, 
Luther, Calvin, Jac. Cappellus, Piscator, Schlichting, Grotius, 
Owen, Bohme, Ebrard, Bloomfield, Bisping, and the majority), 
but, as the hortatory tendency of our whole section requires : 
encouragement (Oecumenius, Theophylact, Estius, Semler, Carp- 
zov, Stuart, Bleek, Tholuck, de Wette, Delitzsch, Alford, 
Conybeare, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, and others).— Upon vapa- 
kdynow exopev, not upon of xatadvyovtes (Primasius, 
Erasmus, Beza, Schlichting, Grotius, Akersloot, Wolf, Carpzov, 
Abresch, Schulz, Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, de Wette, Ebrard, 
Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. 
p. 749), Alford, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, and many 
others), does kpaticar THs mpoKetmévns éXaidos depend; 
so that of katadvyortes is to be taken, with Oecumenius, 
Camerarius, Cameron, Seb. Schmidt, Heinrichs, Bleek, Maier, 
Hofmann, and others, absolutely. — ot katabuyovtes] those who 
have fled, with the subordinate notion of having found refuge, 
thus the sheltered, saved ones. As vegards the sense, the 
expression is to be thus filled up: we who have fled out of 
the sinful world, and have fled to God. As an analogon is 
compared of cwfowevor (Acts ii. 47, al.).— xparhoas tis 
Tpokermerns é€dmidos|] to hold fast (Luther, Schulz, Stuart, 
Bleek, Conybeare, Maier, Moll, Hofmann, and others) to the 
hope lying in readiness. To interpret kpathjoae as “to lay 
hold” (Wolf, Tholuck, de Wette, Alford, Kurtz, Ewald, a/.), 
with a right combining with tapdadxAnovw, is forbidden by the 
connection; comp. ver. 11, according to which the readers 
already possess the éAmis, but not as yet any wAnpodopla 
thereof; comp. further the da paxpoOvuias, ver. 12, and 
faxpoOupunoas, ver. 15.— THs wpoKxesmévns édrridos is 
not the same thing as ths €Amidos THY TpoKEpévwv, “to 
the hope of the blessings of salvation which le before us, 
which await us” (Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, Maier), in such 
wise that a mingling of the objective notion of édmis with 
the subjective notion thereof would have to be assumed. 
Still less are we at liberty, with Grotius, Seb. Schmidt, 
Wittich, Peirce, Limborch, Heinrichs, Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, 
Bloomfield, Alford, Hofmann, and others, to interpret éAzis 
in itself alone as “res sperata” (comp. Col. i. 5). On the 
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contrary, ver. 19 points to the Christian hope in the subjective 
sense. As mpoxetmwévn, however, lying at hand, or existing 
in readiness, this is characterized, since it is already infused 
into the Christians, has already been communicated to them as 
a blessing for possession, with their reception of Christianity. 

Ver. 19. Description of the absolute certainty of this 
Christian hope.—%v] sc. édqida. The referring back to 
mapakdnow (Grotius and others) is possible only in connec- 
tion with the erroneous interpretation of this word as 
“solatium,” whereas, with the right apprehension of ver. 18, 
Tapakdnow €xyopev serves for the mere introduction of 
KpaThncar THS TpoKewéevyns €Aridos; Hv thus most naturally 
links itself with édzidos as the last preceding leading 
thought. To this must be added the consideration that 
frequently also elsewhere in antiquity—though nowhere else 
in Holy Scripture—the anchor is already employed as a 
figure of hope, and appears also upon coins as a symbol 
thereof. See Wetstein, Kypke, and Kuinoel ad loc. — iv 
os ayKkupay éxopey THS ArvyAs| which we possess even as an 
anchor of the soul, v.c. i which we possess, as it were, an 
anchor of the soul, which affords it support and protection 
against the storms and perils of the earthly life. — There 
exists no good reason for making €yesv equivalent to xaté- 
xew (Abresch, Dindorf, Bloomfield, and others). — acganri 
Te Kat BeBaiay Kal eicepyomévny x.7.r.] which (sc. anchor, 
is sure and firm, and reaches into the wterior of the veal. 
Wrongly does Carpzov (and so also Reuss) construe all these 
words with jv (sc. €dwida). For, in order to render this 
possible, éyowevy must have received its place only after rhs 
aruy7js, In such wise that ws ayxupav ths yuyjis should admit 
of being separated by commas from that which precedes and 
follows. Equally inadmissible is it, however, when Abresch. 
Bohme, Bleek, Bloomfield, and others take only acgady Te 
xat BeBaiav along with dy«vpav, and then refer back 
cicepyowevyy eis TO €awTEpov Tod KaTaTeTdopaTos tO Hv 
(sc. €darida). For although the figure of an anchor reaching 
on high, instead of penetrating into the depths, is an incon- 
gruous one, yet metaphors are never to be pressed, and in 
our passage the choice of the expression eloépyecOas eis to 


256 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


€cwtepov points to the retention of the figure of the anchor, 
as well as the closely uniting te... xal... xai to the 
intimate coherence of the three characteristics. — xataré- 
tacpa] with the LXX. wswally (Ex. xxvi. 31-35, xxvii. 21; 
Lev. xxi 23, xxiv. 3; Num. iv. 5, al.), in the N. T. always 
(x. 20; Matt. xxvii. 51; Mark xv. 38; Luke xxiii. 45) of 
the second (ix. 3), or innermost curtain of the temple, the 
curtain before the Most Holy Place (n2559). Comp. also 
Philo, de vita Mosis, iii. p. 669 B (with Mangey, II. p. 150): 
év 8& 7H peOopio Tav TeTTapav Kal TrévTE KLovev, brEep éarTl 
Kuplos elmely mpovaov, eipyopevov Svoly tbpdopact, TO méev 
évdov dv Kadeltar KaTaTéTacua, TO 8 eKxTds TMpocayo- 
peverar Kaduppa, Ibid. p. 667 C (IL p. 148): é« dé tev 
avTav TO Te KaTaTéTacHa Kal TO eEyYouEevOY KadULLA 
KaTecKkevateTo’ TO pev claw Kata To's Téooapas Kiovas, iY 
emikpUTTnTat TO dduTov’ 70 & &&w KaTa Tos TEVTE K.T.N. — 
TO €o@Tepov ToD KaTaTreTaopaTos| the interior of the veil, 
i.e. that which is the interior with respect to the veil, or 
exists within the same, thus behind it. Designation of the 
Most Holy Place. Comp. Ex. xxvi. 33; Lev. xvi. 2, 12, 15. 
The Most Holy Place is spoken of as a symbol of heaven, 
where God is enthroned in His glory, and at His right hand 
is enthroned the exalted Christ. 

Ver. 20. Close of the digression made from v. 11 onwards, 
and apt return to v. 10..— Gov] whither. Inexact, 
as Luke ix. 57, John viii. 21 f, and often, instead of 
the é7ou, which is never used in the N. T. (see Winer, 
Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 439); yet more significant than the 
latter, since it contains, in addition to the notion of having 
entered, the additional notion of remaining. — mpodpopos] as 
harbinger. The expression, in the N. T. only here, charac- 
terizes Christ as the first member in a series, thus glances at 
the fact that those who believe in Him shall attain to the 
Most Holy Place. Comp. John xiv. 2, 3.—drép ijuor} 
in our interest, or for our eternal welfare, namely, to obtain 
pardon for us (ix. 12), to represent us in the presence of God 
(ix. 24), and to open up for us an entrance into heaven itself 
(x. 19 f.). drép 7uadv is to be construed, not with mpodpopuos 
(Heinrichs, Bohme, Tholuck, Ebrard, and others), but (as 
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already the Peshito) with elojrOev, —-In that which follows 
the emphasis rests upon Kata rhy TaEww Meryicedix 
(Bohme, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Hofmann), which on that 
account ig preposed; not upon eis ‘toy aldva (Bleek, 
Woerner), which latter, on the contrary, as an additional 


note of definition is derived only from the card TY Taw 


Meryrr,—J] Ez, R 
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Ver. 1. Instead of rod ipicrov, Elz. has only ibforov, Against 
ABCDEKLy, 28, 44, 46, 48, al. pl., Clem. Chrys. Theodoret, 
al, mult. —6 covevrqoug] Lachm. and Alford, after A B C (coryr.) 
DE Kx, 17, 117, al.: 3¢ covavrqous. Notwithstanding the 
strong support of authorities, manifest error, arising from the 
reading together of the article and the initial letter of the parti- 
ciple. — Ver. 4. Instead of the Recepta @ xai dexdrnv, Lachm. 
Bleek, Tisch. 1 read, after B D* E* Vulg. (Amiatin. Toletan.) 
It. Copt. Basm. Syr., merely @ dexérny. Certainly ~a/ is not 
indispensable, and might be regarded as a later gloss from 
ver. 2. But with quite as much probability it may be supposed 
that it was added by the author himself, the words of ver. 2 
being still present to his mind. It is therefore, since it has in 
its favour the considerable attestation by A C D*** E** K 
Lx, by, as it appears, all the cursives, by the Vulgate (also 
Demidov. and Harlej.), Syr. Philonex. a/., by Chrys. Theodoret, 
Damase. a/., Aug. Bede, with Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2, 
7, and 8, Bloomfield, Alford, to be retained.— Ver. 6. The 
article rév before “ABpadu is deleted by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 
and 8, and Alford, after B C D* x* 23, 57,109, al. In favour 
of the omission pleads the very sparing use made of the article 
before proper names in the Epistle to the Hebrews, the article 
as a rule being placed only where, as in xi. 17, the perspicuity 
of the discourse imperatively demanded it.— Ver. 9. In place 
of the received Ascut we have here, with Lachm. and Tisch. 1 
and 2, to write Agcuts, after A (Azuss) B C* w*** (Aceves). In the 
ed. vii. and viii. Tisch. writes: Acve/s. — Ver. 10. Elz.: 6 Mea- 
xo¢déx. Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1, Alford, after B C* D* x, 73, 
118, al., Chrys.: Meaysoedéx, The rejection of the article is 
to be approved on the same grounds as in ver. 6.— Ver. 11. 
The Recepta én’ wiry vevowobernro (defended by Reiche) has 
decisive witnesses against it. Instead of é@ airy is ét@ airiis 
(approved by Grotius, placed on the inner margin by Griesb., 
adopted by Lachm, Bleek, Tisch. Alford), required by A BC 
D* E* s, 17, 31, 46, al., Cyril; instead of vevowodérnro is vevouod é 
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savas (already approved by Camerarius and Grotius, adopted 
by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford), required by A B C D* x, 17, 
47, 73, al., Cyril.— Ver. 13. spocéoxnxev] Tisch. 1, after A C, 
17, al.: sxpooéoxer. Commended to notice by Griesb. also. 
Rightly, however, do Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 2, 7, and 8, Bloom- 
field, Alford, Reiche (Commentar, crit. p. 56, note 9), prefer the 
Liecepta xpoctoxnxey. In favour of this pleads, besides the yet 
stronger attestation (B D E K Lx, Oecum. al.), the parono- 
masia with weréoynxev, consonant with the style of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. — Ver. 14. Elz.: ct68y rep? ispwotuns. But 
A B O* D* Ex, 17, 47, al., It. Vulg. Copt. Sahid. Arm. Cyr. 
Chrys. (codd.) have: wep! ispéwy otdéy. Rightly adopted by 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and Alford. ep? iepwouvns is a glossematic 
elucidation. — Ver. 16. Instead of the Recepta capxix%s, Griesb. 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford have adopted cupzivne, after A B 
C* D* L 8 (also H in the title), many min. and Fathers. Rightly. 
sapzivys might easily be changed into cupx:x%s by transcribers, 
since cupzixés is an adjective of very frequent recurrence in 
the N. T., cépusog a rare one. — Ver. 17. waprupe?ras| Elz. : 
waprupes Against preponderating testimony (A B D* E* x, 
17, 31, al., Copt. Sahid. Basm. Slav. Cyr. Chrys. Theophyl.). — 
Ver. 21. After aidve Elz. Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, Lachm. 
Bloomfield, Reiche add once more: xard& rijy raEiv Meryioedéx. 
Deleted by Bleek, Tisch. and Alford, after B C, 17, 80, Vule. 
Sahid. Basm. Arm. Ambr. (?) Bede. Rejected also by Delitzsch. 
But without sufficient ground. For the words are found in A 
DEK Le*** It. Syr. utr. Copt. al., with Chrys. Theodoret, al., 
and the omission of them is to be explained by the fact that 
immediately after the same (ver. 22) the discourse is continued 
afresh with zura; the eye of the transcriber might thus easily 
wander from the first xaré to the second zard. Also for x* 
there was found in the twofold xaré the occasion for over- 
looking not only xar& civ ré&w Merysoedéx, but in addition to 
this likewise «¢ riv aidiva.— Ver. 22. roootr| So Elz. Griesb. 
Matthaei, Scholz, Bloomfield. But the weighty authority of 
A BC D* s* Athan. (cod.) al. decides in favour of the form of 
the word preferred by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford, 
rocouro,— Ver, 23. Recepta: yeyovdres iepets. So also Tisch. 2, 
7,and 8. As better attested, however (A C D HE, Cyr. [twice] 
Chrys. [ms.]), the order of words: ispe7s yevyovdres, is to be pre- 
ferred, with Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1, Delitzsch, and Alford. — 
Ver. 26. Elz.: ?xperev. More correctly, however, Griesb. Lachm. 
Bleek, Scholz (2), Tisch. and Alford, after A B D E, Syr. utr. 
Arab. Erp. Euseb,: «a/ expevev 
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Vy. 1-10.1 While the author now in reality passes over to 
the work of developing the high-priesthood after the manner 
of Melchisedec, proper to Christ, and consequently of illustrat- 
ing upon every side the pre-eminence of the same above the 
Levitical high-priesthood, he dwells first of all upon the person 
of Melchisedec himself, in that, following the thread of the 
Scripture narrative, he brings vividly before his readers the 
exaltedness of Melchisedec’s position, and draws their attention 
to a threefold superiority of Melchisedec over the Levitical 
priests. 

Vv. 1-3. Elucidation of xara rip tak Meryioedex 
apyvepeds yevouevos eis Tov atdva, vi. 20, by a delineation of 
the character of Melchisedec. Vv. 1-3 form a single proposi- 
tion, in which péves is the tempus finitum. The characteriza- 
tion of Melchisedec combines in the first half (Bacireds 
Darn... euépicev “ABpadm, ver. 2) the historic traits 
which are afforded of him in Genesis (xiv. 18—20), while in 
the second half (7patov pév x.7.d.) the author himself com- 
pletes the picture of Melchisedec, in reasoning from that 
historic delineation. — Bacireds aru] king of Salem. By 
Salem is understood, on the part of the Targumists, Josephus, 
Antig. 1. 10. 2, the majority of the Church Fathers, Grotius, 
Drusius, Owen, Michaelis, Gesenius, von Bohlen, Winer, 
fealworterdb. II. 2 Aufl. p. 95, Stuart, Stengel, Tholuck, 
Bloomfield, Knobel, Bisping, Delitzsch, Auberlen, Moll, Kurtz, 
Hofmann, and others, Jerusalem. On the other hand, Primasius, 
Zeger, Jac. Cappellus, Whitby, Cellarius, Reland, Rosenmiiller, 
Bleek (see, however, at ver. 2), Tuch, Ewald, Alford, Maier, 
and others think of the place SaXecu, mentioned John 
ill, 25, situated eight Roman miles south of Scythopolis. The 
latter was, as we learn from Jerome (Ep. 126, ad Lvagriwm), 
the view already espoused in his day by the “ eruditissimi” 
among the Hebrews, in opposition to “Josephus et nostri 
omnes,” as accordingly also it was thought that the ruins of 
the palace of Melchisedec were still to be shown at the last- 
named place in the time of Jerome. This 3 aetu, mentioned 
John ili, 23, has, moreover, been held by some recent exposi- 


'C. A. Auberlen, ‘‘ Melchisedck’s ewiges Leben und Priesterthum Hebr. 7” 
(Stud. u. Krit. 1857, H. 8, p. 458 ff.). 
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tors, as Bleek and Alford, to be likewise identical with the 
Sar, Judith iv. 4. More correct, however, is the first- 
named view. For, besides the earlier name Jebus for Jerusalem 
(Judg. xix. 10, al.), occurs also the early name Salem (Ps, 
Ixxvi. 3 [2]), and the narrative in Genesis (xiv. 17 ff.) points 
unmistakeably to the southern part of ‘he land. Comp. 
specially Knobel, Genesis, 2 Aufl, Leipz. 1860, p. 149 f. — 
tepeds Tod Bod Tod inpictou] priest of God, the Most High. In 
the monotheistic sense, as in Genesis, vid. ibid. ver. 22. —o 
cuvavtncas "ABpaap x.7.r.] who went to mect Abraham when 
he was returning from the smiting of the kings (Gen. xiv. 12 ff.), 
and blessed him. — Kat evrdoyjnoas avtov] Gen. xiv. 19, 20. 
Wrongly is it alleged by Heinrichs that edroyetv denotes only: 
gratulari de victoria tam splendida. 

Ver. 2. To whom also Abraham portioned out the tenth of all’ 
(sc. that he had gained as booty; comp. é« tev dKxpoOwwiwr, 
ver. 4). — 7pdTov ev Eppnvevdmevos Bactreds Sixarocvvns] he 
who first, interpreted (ae. if one translates his Hebrew name 
PysD2 into Greek), is King of Righteousness. Comp. 
Josephus, Antig. i. 10. 2: Meryicedéxns, onpaliver 5€ todto 
Bactreds Sixatos. — Bell. Jud. vi. 10: 6 8& mpdtos Kricas: 
(Tepocodvpa) iv Xavavaiwy Suvactns, 6 7H TatTpio yAOooy 
KANGeis Bacireds Sikatos’ Hv yap 6) ToLodros. The author of 
the epistle, however, following more closely the sense of the 
Hebrew words, renders the name by Bactreds Sexavoovvns 
(instead of rendering it Bacureds Sixatos, as Josephus does), 
and thereby brings out more clearly the part sustained by 
Melchisedec as a type of Christ, inasmuch as the latter is 
not only Himself righteous (comp. Zech. ix. 9; Jer. xxiii. 5), 
but also the mediatorial author of righteousness for others. 
Comp. 1 Cor. i. 30; Jer. xxiii. 6; Mal. iv. 2; Dan. ix. 24,— 
éresta bé Kat Bacireds Sarnp, 6 eat Bacireds elpyvyns| and 
then also king of Salem, which ws (denotes) king of peace. 
Comp. with regard to Christ as our peace and peace-bringer, 
Eph. ii, 14, 15, 17; Rom. v. 1; also Isa. ix. 6, 7. — 6 éorw] 
corresponds to the épyyvevomevos of the previous clause. — 
There is no reason for taking Salem, with Bohme and Bleek, 
after the precedent given by Petrus Cunaeus, de Rep. Hebrae- 
orum, iii. 8, as not being the name of a place at all, but 
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Bacireds Sadjp together as forming the further name of the 
man, since the author of the epistle might discover a typical 
reference to Christ not only in the personal name of Mel- 
chisedec, but also in the name of the state over which he 
ruled as king and prophet. The author, for the rest, interprets 
the name of the place as though not 02% (peaceful) but nidys 
(peace) had been written in the Hebrew,—a mode of render- 
ing in which Philo had already preceded him. Comp. Legg. 
allegor. iii. 25, p. 75 (with Mangey, I. p. 102f): «al 
Meryicedéx Baoitéa te ths elpnvys— arn todto yap 
Epunvevetat—tlepéa éEavtod Temoinkey 0 Beds. 

Ver. 3. “Amatwp, auirwp, ayeveadroyntos| without father, 
without mother, without pedigree, i.e. of whom neither father, 
nor mother, nor pedigree stands recorded in Holy Scripture. 
This is the usual interpretation of the words, which has been 
the prevalent one in the church from early times to the 
present. Less natural, and only in repute here and there, is 
the explanation: who possessed neither father nor mother, etc., 
according to which the sacred writer must have recognised in 
Melchisedec a higher, superhuman being, who had only for a 
time assumed a human form. The latter view was taken by 
Origen and Didymus, who would maintain that Melchisedec is 
to be regarded as an angel; in hke manner the unknown 
authority in Jerome, ad Lvagr.; Hilary, Quaestt. in V. T. 
quaest. 109, and the Egyptian Hieracas in Epiph. Haeres. 67, 
who saw in him an ensarcosis of the Holy Ghost; as also the 
Melchisedecites, a section of the Theodotians, who described 
him as peyddnv twa ddvauww Ociay, surpassing in exalted- 
ness even Christ Himself, since Christ appeared after the 
likeness of Melchisedec; finally, single individuals in the 
orthodox church, in Epiphanius, Haer. 55. 7; as also after- 
wards, P. Molinaeus, Vates, iv. 11 sq.; P. Cunaeus; lc. ; J.C. 
Hottinger, de Decomis Judaecorum, p. 15; dOutrein, Starck, 
and others, who supposed that in Melchisedec the Son of God 
Himself had appeared in human form. This whole method of 
interpretation has against it the fact that ayeveanoyntos— 
for not ayévntos is placed—can be understood without 
violence only of the neglect to cite the genealogical table of 
Melchisedec in the narrative of the Book of Genesis [comp. 
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ver. 6]; and drdtwp, auxjrep must be taken conformably 
with the elucidatory dyeveadoynros, thus are likewise to be 
explained merely of the father and mother being passed over 
unnamed in the historic account, not of their actual non- 
existence. The characteristics amdtwp, auyntwp, dyevea- 
oyHTOos, moreover, are to be referred—since ddwpowwpévos 
d€ TO vio Tod Heod cannot yet be brought into correspondence 
therewith—only to Melchisedec, without our being obliged to 
seek for them a special point of comparison with Christ, as is 
done by Chrysostom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, 
Cornelius a Lapide, Jac. Cappellus, Bisping, a/. (comp. also 
Kurtz ad loc.), in applying the dratwp to Christ’s humanity, 
the dyjtwp to His divinity, and the adyeveadoynrtos either 
likewise to His divinity or to His New Testament high priest- 
hood. Comp. eg. Theodoret: "Auytwp péev yap éotiw ws eds" 
€x povov yap yeyévyntat Tod waTpos* amatwp é os avOpwrros: 
éx povns yap étéxOn puntpos, Ths wapOévov dnut aryevea- 
AoynTos ws Oeds' ob yap yNonber yeveadoylas 6 && ayeryyntou 
yeyevynwévos matpos.— By means of amdtwp, auntap, 
ayevearoyntos, Melchisedec appears as presenting a contrast 
to the Levitical priests, since in the case of these scrupulous 
attention was paid to the descent. — The expression ayevea- 
AdynTos only here in all Greek literature. — pyre dpynv 
Hpepav pyte Cwrs Tédos Exwv| without beginning of days and 
without end of life, namely, in that nothing is related in Holy 
Scripture either of his birth or his death. The statement is 
quite a general one. To limit it to the beginning and end of 
the priesthood (Cameron, Seb. Schmidt, Limborch, Whitby, 
Kuinoel, Hofmann, al.) is arbitrary. Nor is the meaning of 
the words, that Melchisedec was not born in the ordinary 
human way, and, something like Enoch and Elijah, was taken 
up to heaven without experiencing death (Hunnius, Braun, 
Akersloot ; comp. also Bleek, p. 322 ff; Nagel: “On the 
significance of Melchisedec in the Epistle to the Hebrews,” in 
the Stud. wu. Krit. 1849, H. 2, p. 332 ff.; Nickel in Reuter’s 
Repertor. 1858, Feb. p. 102 f.; Alford), a sense which conflicts 
with the right apprehension of the opening words of the verse. 
— adopotwpévos dé 76 vig Tod Geod] on the contrary (therein) 
made entirely like unto the Son of God, namely, as type of the 
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same. The words do not belong to péver tepeds els TO Ounvenés 
(Peshito, Grotius, a/.). For with justice does Theodoret _ 
already observe: év pévtoe TH lepwotvy od Meryioedex 
peulunta. tov Seaomotny Xpwotov, adn 6 Seomotyns Xptotos 
fepeds eis TOV aidva Kata Thy takww Medrxioedéx. They form, 
by means of the closely combining 6é, a more precise positive 
defining tothe negative pare dpynv jpuepav pate Swis TEXOs Exwv. 
Chrysostom: ’Adwpotwpévos 8€, pynol, TA vid Tod Oeod’ Kai Tod 
% opowoTns; “Ore Kat TovTov KaKkeivou TO TéNOS ayVoovmEY Kal 
THY apYnVv’ GAA TovUTOV pév Tapa TO pi) yeypadOat, éxeivov 
dé mapa TO pn eivat,.— péver lepeds els TO Sunverés] remains 
priest for ever, in that, as of his end of life so also of the cessa- 
tion of his priesthood, nothing is recorded. He remains so in 
the reality of his office, but only as a figure and type of Christ. 
Against the view of Auberlen (Jc. p. 497), that Melchisedec is 
termed an everlasting priest in no other sense than as, accord- 
ing to the Apocalypse, all the blessed in heaven are so, see the 
observations of Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 202 f., 
Remark. The subject, moreover, in péves is naturally the 
Melchisedec of Genesis, not, as Wieseler contends (Schrr. d. 
Univ. zu Kiel aus d. J. 1860, VI. 1, p. 40): “the Melchisedec 
of the passage in the Psalms just mentioned (vi. 20), or the 
true antitypal Melchisedec or Messiah.” For it is not gram- 
matically allowable, with Wieseler, to take the words Baowrevds 
Sanyp... apopowdpevos dé TS vid Tod Oeod as an apposition 
merely to 0 Medysredéx, and not to the whole expression 
obtos 6 Medxoedéx, and in connection with otros 6 Med- 
xecedéx to rest the emphasis exclusively upon obtos. — eis 76 
Sinvexés| of the same import as eds Tov aidva, vi. 20. Comp. 
pep BON 

Ver. 4. Oewpetre] is imperative, whereby a strain is to be 
put on the attention for that which follows: bué behold, namely, 
inwardly, 2.e. consider. — wndixos] how great, i.e. how high and 
exalted. — odt0s @ Kal Sexadtnv ’ABpadp eSaxev «.7.r.] Resum- 
ing of the historic notice already adduced at the beginning of 
ver. 2, in order then further to argue from the same. By the 
choice and position of the words, however, the author brings 
out the rmAéxKos in its truth and inner justice. (Choice of the 
words akpoOivia and matpidpyxys,—the latter in place of 
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the elsewhere more usual 6 atmp in regard to Abraham,— 
and effective placing of the characterizing title 6 ratpidpyns 
at the close of the proposition at a far remove from the name 
"ABpadu.) — cal Sexdtnv] cad is not the merely copulative 
“also,” as ver. 2 (Hofmann), but is used as giving intensity. It 
gives intensity, however, not to the salyect (so Luther, Grotius, 
Owen, Carpzov: “Abraham himself also”),—for then @ «al 
"ABpady Sexatnv &exev must have been written,—but the pre- 
dicate: towhom Abraham gave even the tenth. — axpobiria] com- 
posed of &pos and Oy, in the N. T. a draké Neyopevov, denotes 
the uppermost of the heap, the choice or best thereof. The 
expression is most current with regard to the first-fruits of the 
harvest presented to the Godhead; not seldom, however, is it 
used of the hest, which was selected out of the spoils of war 
as an offering consecrated to the Godhead. In our passage, too, 
axpo@ivia denotes not simply the spoils acquired by Abraham 
(so Chrysostom: t& Addupa; Oecumenius: é« TOY cKUrAOY 
Kal Aagvpwv ; Erasmus, Luther, Vatablus, Calvin, Schlichting, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Stuart, Bloomfield, and the majority), but the 
choicest, most valuable articles thereof. Theophylact: é« tov 
Aadvpwov TaY KpeiTTOVaY Kal TyuwTépwv. Not that the mean- 
ing of the author is, that Abraham gave to Melchisedec the 
tenth part of the most choice objects among the booty acquired, 
but that the tithes which he presented to Melchisedec con- 
sisted of the choicest, most excellent portions of the booty. — 
0 Tatpiapyns| he, the patriarch. The sonorous name of 
honour tratpiapyns, composed of tratpsd and apyn, designates 
Abraham as the father of the chosen race, and ancestor of the 
people of Israel. Comp. Acts ii. 29, where David is dis- 
tinguished by the same title of honour, and Acts vii. 8, 9, 
where the twelve sons of Jacob are so distinguished. 

Vy. 5-10. Unfolding of the mnAJdkos obTos x.7X., ver. 4, 
in that Melchisedec is compared with the Levitical priests, 
and a threefold superiority of the former over the latter is 
pointed out. 

Vv. 5-7. First point of superiority. The Levitical priests, 
indeed, take tithes of their brethren, although these brethren, 
in like manner as they, have descended from Abraham: they 
have thus, it is true, a pre-eminence above these; but they 
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are inferior to Melchisedec, since this man took tithes of 
Abraham himself, the common ancestor of the Jewish people, 
and blessed him. 

Ver. 5. Admission of the relatively privileged position of 
the Levitical priests. — cai] the explanatory: and certainly. — 
of ev K.7.X.] preparatory to the adversative o dé «.7.A., ver. 6. 
—oi é« tov vidv Aevt tiv lepatetav NawPavovtes| those of 
the sons (descendants) of Levi who obtain the office of priest. 
For not all Levites, but only those of them who claimed 
lineage from the house of Aaron, were entitled to enter upon 
the priesthood. Comp. Ex. xxviii. 1 ff; Num. ii. 10, 38, 
xvi., xviii. 1 ff, al. Mistaken is the opinion of Delitzsch, 
Maier, and Moll (in coinciding with Hofmann), that the é« in 
éx Tov view Aevi is the causal éx of origin: “those who receive 
the priesthood from the sons of Levi, 7. by virtue of their 
descent from Levi, in such wise that their person is not taken 
into account as such, but only in so far as they belong to this 
lineage.” If that had been intended, of é« tov vidv Aevi 
évtes Kal Sad TODTO THY tepatelav AawBavovTes must have been 
written. — évtoAnv Exovow atrodexatovy TOY AaoY KATA TOY 
vouwov] have a charge to tithe the people according to the law. 
Comp. Num. xviii. 20-32; Deut. xiv. 22-29; Neh. x. 38, 
39; de Wette, Lehrb. der hebr.-jiid. Archdologie, 3 Aufl. p. 
273 f.; Delitzsch, Talmudische Studien, XIV. Justification of 
Heb. vii. 5* (in Guericke’s Zeitschr. f. d. gesammte luth. Theol. u. 
Kirche, 1863, H. 1, p. 16 ff). — xara tov vouor] belongs not 
to Tov Aadv (Seb.Schmidt, Hammond, Starck, Bohme, Hofmann), 
against which even the non-repetition of the article after Aadv 
decides; nor yet to azrodexatoby (Owen, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, 
Ewald), but to évrodAnv éyovow,—In the closing words, zov- 


1 The justification consists of the attempted proof that in the post-exilian age 
the tenth was no longer levied in the first place by the Levites,—who had 
been wont only afterwards to render to the priests the portion pertaining to 
the same,—but the priests themselves had entered upon the right of levying 
the tenth, which had been originally assigned to the Levites. Nevertheless, 
however the matter may have stood in this respect, there was hardly any need 
of a justification of the words Heb. vii. 5, since no statement whatever as to 
the mode of receiving the tenths is contained in the same; on the contrary, 
these words are equally appropriate for indirect as for direct levying of the 
tithes. 
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TécTw Tors addedpors ad’Tov, Kalrep «.7.r., Bleek, after the 
example set by Bohme, erroneously finds the sense: “ that, 
although they are the posterity of Abraham, the lauded patri- 
arch, who are tithed by the Levitical priests, yet they are, 
after all, still the brethren of the latter, ¢.e. fellow-Israelites ; 
which cannot be so astonishing as when Abraham himself paid 
the tithes to Melchisedec.” On the contrary, the elucida- 
tion of tov Nady by tovtécti Tos adeApods adTav serves 
to bring into more striking relief the singularity of the dzo- 
dexatody; since elsewhere only the higher receives tithes 
from the lower, not the equal from the equal (as here an Abra- 
hamides from an Abrahamides), and this singularity of the 
atrovecxatovy is then yet further manifested by «aémep é&edn- 
AvOoras ex Tis dodvos "ABpadu. The author can therefore 
only design, by means of ver. 5, to characterize the priests as 
print winter pares, This superiority, however, in regard to 
their own fellow-Israelites, the author concedes only in order 
immediately after, ver. 6, to oppose to the same the inferiority 
in regard to Melchisedec. — é&épyec@au éx rhs dagvos Twos] 
So the LXX. render the Hebrew ‘5 "yong nu” Gen. xxxv. IL; 
2 Chron. vi. 9. 

Ver. 6. Notwithstanding this privileged position of the 
Levitical priests (ver. 5), Melchisedec yet occupies a far higher 
position. —o 6é] is not to be taken alone, as by Bohme, 
Kuinoel, and Klee, and then to be supplemented by 7v tepa- 
relay AaBov from ver. 5; but 6 dé wn yevearoyovmevos 
é€& aitov belongs together: Melchisedec, on the contrary, with- 
out (pn) his family or descent being derived from them, received 
tithes of Abraham. — é& avrar] refers neither to the Israelites 
(Epiph. Haer. 67. 7; Cornelius a Lapide, Braun, Ernesti, 
Schulz) nor to Levi and Abraham (Grotius), but to the viol 
Aevi, ver. 5.— The parallel clause, cal rov éyovta tds éray- 
yedias evroynKev] and blessed him who had the promises, serves 
yet further to make manifest the dignity and exaltedness of 
Melchisedec. For, by the fact that Abraham had received the 
divine promises, that his seed should be multiplied, and in 
him all nations of the earth should be blessed (Gen. xii. 2 f., 
xiii. 14 f.), he had been already most highly favoured of God. 
How high thus must that man stand, who imparts his blessing to 
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one already so highly favoured, since truly—as is immediately 
expressly added, ver. 7—the dispenser of the blessing is ever 
more exalted than the recipient of the blessing! Oecumenius: 
eEfpe tov ’ABpadp, va wretov éEapn Tov Medryucedéx. 

Ver. 7 joined on by means of 8é, since the verse contains 
the major of a syllogism. The minor is already furnished in 
the second half of ver. 6, and the conclusion: “therefore 
Melchisedec is more exalted than Abraham,” is left to the 
readers themselves to supply. — The neuters ro €Xarrov and 
TO Kpeittov serve for the generalization of the statement, 
inasmuch as the author has only persons in view. Comp. 
Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 167.— The truth of the statement, 
however, is apparent, in that the author is thinking of the 
blessing imparted in the name of God and by virtue of the 
divine authority. For Melchisedec as the priest of God was 
the representative of God, or one divinely commissioned, in 
the communicating of the blessings. 

Ver. 8. Second point of superiority. The Levitical priests 
are mortal men; but of Melchisedec it is testified that he 
lives. — By wal ode pév, “and here,” reference is made to 
the Levitical priests, by éxe? dé, “ but there,” to Melchisedec, 
because the Levitical priesthood still continues to exist to the 
time of our author, thus having something about it near and 
present ; the historic appearing of Melchisedec, on the other 
hand, falls in the period of hoary antiquity. — dexdras] The 
plural, on account of the plurality of tithes levied by the 
Levitical priests. — aroOvjoKovtes] as the principal notion 


placed before avOpw7rot. — arroOvycKovtes vOpwrot] men who 
die (irrevocably or successively), comp. ver. 23.— éxet dé 


paptupovmevos Ste &h] but there, one who has testimony that he 
lives, sc. Sexadtnv ékaBev. That by reason of the coherence 
with that which precedes only Melchisedee can be understood, 
and not (with Justinian, Jac. Cappellus, Heinsius, and Pyle) 
Christ, scarcely stands in need of mention. &, as opposition 
to aroOvicKovtes, can be interpreted only absolutely, of the 
life which is not interrupted by death. That the author, in 
connection with waptupovpevos, had before his mind a testi- 
mony contained in the Holy Scriptures of the Old Covenant, 
admits of no doubt. Whether, however, he derived the testi- 
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mony of Melchisedec’s continued life from the silence of Scrip- 
ture as to Melchisedec’s death, or found in the declaration, Ps. 
cx. 4, a direct proof therefor, or, finally, combined the two 
facts together, and deduced his conclusion from both in 
common, is a question hardly to be decided. The first sup- 
position is entertained by Calvin, Estius, Drusius, Piscator, 
Grotius, Owen, Wolf, Bengel, Stein, Bisping, Delitzsch, Maier, 
Moll, and others; the second, by Theodoret, Zeger, Whitby, 
Heinrichs, Bleek, Bloomfield, Alford, Conybeare, Kurtz, M‘Caul, 
Woerner, and others ; the third, by Bohme, Riehm, Lehrbegr. 
des Hebrdcrbr. pp. 201, 454, and others. 

Vv. 9,10. Third point of superiority. In Abraham, Levi 
the receiver of the tithes has also already been tithed by 
Melchisedec. —- The formula @s évos eivetv, of very common 
occurrence with classic writers, as hkewise frequently met with 
in Philo, is found in the N. T. only here. It denotes either: 
to say ut im one word (in short), or: so to say, i.e. 11 some sense. 
Theophylact: To 5€ as Eros eirety 7) TotTO onpaiver 6,7e Kal 
év cuvTop@ eireiv, 7) avti Tod Wy’ ottws elzw. In the former 
sense our passage 1s apprehended by Camerarius, Jac. Cappellus, 
Er. Schmid, Owen (preferably), Elsner, Wolf, Bengel, Heumann; 
in the latter,—and this is here the more correct one,—the 
Vulgate, Faber Stapulensis, Erasmus, Luther, Beza, Schlichting, 
Grotius, Carpzov, Kypke, Heinsius, Bohme, Kuinoel, Stuart, 
Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, Tholuck, Bloomfield, Bisping, 
Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Hofmann, 
Woerner, and the majority. The author himself feels that the 
thought he is on the point of expressing has something 
singular and unusual about it. Thus he mitigates and limits 
the harshness thereof by @s ézos etmeiv, whereby he indicates 
that the ensuing statement is, notwithstanding its inner truth, 
not to be understood literally. — 6.’ "ABpadu)] by Abraham, 
ic. by the fact that Abraham gave the tenth. "“ABpadyp is a 
genitive. Mistaken; Augustine (de Genes. ad lit. x. 19): 
propter Abraham ; Photius (in Oecumenius): dva tov Sexato- 
Oévra "ABpadw dno tpotov Twa Kat o év Th dopvi adtod ére 
ay Aevl SeSexarwrar, — Aevis] As is shown by the participle 
present in the addition o Sexdtas AapBdvwv, we have not to 
think of the mere individual personality of Levi, but of him in 
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connection with his posterity, thus of Levi as ancestor and 
representative of the Jewish priests. 

Ver. 10. Proof for the assertion ver. 9. When Abraham 
gave the tenth to Melchisedec, he was as yet childless, and 
therefore at that time still bore his descendants as in germ in 
himself. When, accordingly, by the presentation of the tenth 
he acknowledged a superior rank of Melchisedec over himself, 
he rendered homage to the latter not only in his own person, 
but at the same time as the representative of his posterity, as 
yet incapable of independent action, because as yet unborn. — 
éte ev Th dchvi tod matpos eivat] to be as yet in the loins of 
the father, or to be yet unborn. The expression is explained by 
the analogous é&épyecOau éx tis daddos Ttuvds, ver. 5: by 
generation to proceed from one’s loins. — Tod tatpos| is not to 
be taken, with Bleek, as a “universally recognised designation” 
of Abraham (ie. as father of the Jews and Christians). It 
stands in special relation to Levi; thus: Ais father, wherein, 
of course, seeing Abraham was the great-grandfather of Levi, 
matnp is to be understood in the wider sense, or as progendtor. 

Vv. 11-17. The Levitical priesthood in general has, together 
with the Mosaic law, lost its validity. 

Ver. 11. From the inferiority of the Levitical priesthood to 
the priesthood of Melchisedec, just proved, it followed that the 
former was imperfect and incapable of leading to perfection. 
This fact is now presupposed by the author as a self-evident 
consequence, and he proceeds at once to demonstrate the truth 
thereof. — odv] deduces the conclusion from vy. 5—10, not 
from vi. 20 (de Wette, Bisping), whereby an interruption 
ensues in the continuity of the development begun by the 
author. — ei] with the indicative preterite (iv. 8, viii. 4), sup- 
position of an impossible case: if there were, if there existed ; 
in combination with dua: if it were effected. — terelwors] per- 
Jection, ae. attainment of the highest goal of mankind in a 
moral and religious respect. There is included in it the 
obtaining of the expiation of sins and the glory to come. 
Comp. ix. 9, x. 1, 14, xi. 40.— 0 Aads yap én’ adtis vevouo- 
Gérntat] for the people on the ground thereof hath received the 
law. These words can be taken only as a parenthesis (against 
Stein), vowoderety tuvé signifies to give laws to one, to pro- 
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vide one with a law (here the Mosaic law). The mode of 
transposing this active construction into the passive o ads 
vevouobérntas is quite the usual one ; comp. Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 244 f.— én’ adrijs] relates not to Terelwors (so, 
upon the supposition of the reading ém’ adr#, Vatablus, but 
undecided; Seb. Schmidt, Starck, Rambach), but to ris 
Aevitixis lepwovvns. émi, however, denotes: upon the ground 
or condition of the existence of the Levitical priesthood, «.e. the 
Levitical priesthood is indissolubly conjoined with the Mosaic 
law which the people has received; it forms a foundation 
pillar upen which the latter rests, so that with the fall of the 
one the other also must fall (ver. 12). Erroneously,—because 
the statement thus arising would be too insignificant, and 
because é7ré in this sense is used only with verba dicendi (comp. 
Gal. ii. 16; Heindorf, ad Plat. Charm. p. 62; Bernhardy, 
Syntaz, p. 248),—Schlichting and Grotius [as also Whitby] : 
de sacerdotio Levitico legem accepit [an interpretation already 
rejected by Junius and Piscator]; as likewise Bleek I.: the 
people had received legal instruction concerning the Levitical 
priesthood. — But to what end the parenthesis? Its design 
is to indicate the ground on which one might expect to attain 
to the tede/wors,—if the Mosaic law were at all capable of 
leading thereto—by the intervention of the Levitical priest- 
hood, since the Mosaic law is erected upon this very Levitical 
priesthood as its basis. — ris éte ypela] se. Hv, or av jv. The 
words following ypeia are not to be blended together into one 
thought (Faber Stapulensis, Luther, Baumgarten, Chr. Fr. 
Schmid), in such wise that AéyerPar is governed immediately 
by xpeta, and again all the rest (xara ri tdéw Merxuoed€e« 
érepov avictacbat icpéa Kal od Kata tiv td—&w ’Aapwv) by 
AéyeoOar. The position of the words would then be contorted, 
and one explicable on no justifying grounds. On the contrary, 
the infinitive clause cata tyv tafw Meryiccdex érepov 
avictacOat icpéa depends at once upon the immediately 
preceding ris éru ypeia; and to this first infinitive clause the 
second kal ov kata thy Taw "Aapov RéyeoOar forms an 
epexegetic parallel clause: What need was there still then (or: 
would there then still have been) that another priest should arise 
“after the order of Melchisedec,’ and not be called (priest) 
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after the order of Aaron ? — ért] sc. after the Levitical priest- 
hood had long been instituted, and in general the Mosaic law 
promulgated. — érepov] in distinction from addov, brings 
prominently forward the dissimilarity of his nature and con- 
stitution as compared with that of the Levitical priests. — To 
xkaéwe have not to supplement the whole idea érepov (epéa, 
but only iepéa.— ov, however, is placed, not py as the 
infinitive Aéyec@ar might seem to require, because the nega- 
tion extends to only a part of the clause. ov, namely, is 
closely associated with cata tiv tad&w ’Aapov, and forms with 
the same merely a more precise definition to the éepea which 
is to be supplied, so that the total expression cal (/epéa) ob 
Kata thy Tak “Aapev presents an opposition to the foregoing 
total expression kata tiv taéwy Medyioedéx Etepov lepea. — 
rAeyerOar] namely, Ps. cx. 4. That rAeyerPas is not to be 
taken in the sense of eligi (Kuinoel, Stein, al.) is already 
shown by the Aéyeras, ver. 13. 

Ver. 12. In the parenthesis, ver. 11, the author has brought 
forward in general the close connectedness of the Levitical 
priesthood with the Mosaic law, and thereby already indicated 
that if the former is an imperfect and unsatisfying one, the 
same also is true of the latter; the perishing of the one 
involves also the perishing of the other. This truth the 
author now further specially urges, by means of a corrobora- 
tion of the parenthetical remark, ver. 11. So in recent times 
also Alford and Woerner. Otherwise is the connection 
apprehended by Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm 
(Lehrbegr. des Hebrdéerbr. p. 484), Maier, and Moll. They 
refer yap to the main thought in ver. 11, and find in ver. 12 
an indication of the reason “why a change of the sacerdotal 
order would not have ensued without an urgent cause, namely, 
because such change would have involved also a change of the 
law in general.” But subject-matter and form of expression 
in ver. 12 point bagk to the parenthesis, ver. 11. For in both 
the author is speaking of the inseparable conjunction of the 
Levitical priesthood with the Mosaic law; and ém’ avzijs, 
ver. 11, is resumed by ris lepwadvns, ver. 12; vevowoletntas, 
ver. 11, by vopou, ver. 12. — petatiOeuevns] denotes, like the 
HetaGecrs immediately following, certainly as to its verbal 
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signification, only a transformation or change (not specially, as 
Chrysostom, Piscator, Grotius, Bengel, Heinrichs, Stuart, and 
others suppose, a transference of the priesthood to another 
tribe of the Jewish people, or to a non-Aaronides). As regards 
the thing intended, however,—as is manifest from the parallel 
aGernacs, ver. 18,—an actual rendering obsolete or abrogation 
is spoken of. The author thus still expresses himself with 
delicacy of feeling. — That, further, vojwos is to be limited, 
neither, with Beza, Pareus, Piscator, Grotius, Wittich, Chr. Fr. 
Schmid, Zachariae, Whitby, Schulz, to the law of the priest- 
hood, nor, with Calvin, Cornelius a Lapide, Jac. Cappellus, 
Carpzov, Kuinoel, Klee, and others, to the ceremonial law, but 
is to be interpreted of the Mosaic law in general, is self- 
evident. 

Vv. 13, 14. First proof of ver. 12. Levitical priesthood 
and Mosaic law have lost their validity. For Christ, to whom 
the utterance of God, Ps. cx. 4, refers, belongs in point of 
fact to another tribe, which, according to Mosaic ordinance, 
has nothing to do with the administration of the priesthood. 

Ver. 13. "Ed 6v] With regard to whom. Comp. Mark ix. 
12, 13; Rom. iv. 9.—Aéyeras tadra] contains, like the 
Aéyeo Par of ver. 11, a direct allusion to the declaration of God, 
Ps. ex. 4. Wrongly Paulus: that which I have said hereto- 
fore. — pudjs érépas petécynner] has part in another tribe 
(i.e. in a tribe different from that of Levi), namely, as member 
thereof. — ag’ %s] descended from which, or belonging to the 
number of its members. — ovdels tpocéaynkev TO Ovatactnple| 
no one, namely, according to the ordinance of the law, attends 
at the altar, i.e. performs the priestly functions. 

Ver. 14. Further evidencing of ver. 13.— mpddyrov yap, 
871] for it is clearly apparent that. The mpo in mpddnrov is 
not to be taken, with Peirce (following Owen), temporally, 
according to which the sense would be, that Christ’s descent 
from the tribe of Judah was made known beforehand, we. 
before He had yet arisen upon earth,—with which, in the first 
place, the perfect avatétadkev does not harmonize,—but 
contains the notion of lying manifestly before the eyes. Theo- 
doret : 7o rpodnrov ws avavrippntov TéBecKe. mpo serves, there- 
fore, only for the strengthening of the simple 6jA\0v. Comp. 

Mryer,—HEs, S$ 
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1 Tim. v. 24, 25.—&& Iovda] out of Judah, ie. from the 
tribe of Judah (comp. Rev. v. 5; Gen. xlix. 9, 10). With 
emphasis preposed. — dvaréranxev] has arisen or sprung forth. 
The figure which underlies the verb is either that of a rising 
star (comp. Num. xxiv. 17; Mal. iv. 2; Isa. lx. 1), or of a 
tender shoot coming up from the ground (Gen. xix. 25; Isa. 
xliv. 4; Ezek. xvii. 6; comp. also avatondy, M2¥, with refer- 
ence to the Messiah, Jer. xxiii. 5; Zech. iii, 8, vi. 12).—o 
Kvplos nav] Jesus Christ.— els iv gvArjv] in reference to 
which tribe. — epi fepéwv] sc. who should be taken out of 
the same. 

Vv. 15-17. Second proof of ver. 12. The abrogation of 
the Levitical priesthood and the Mosaic law follows further 
from the fact that the new priest who is promised is to bear 
resemblance to Melchisedec, whereby it is made manifest that 
his characteristic peculiarity is one quite different from that 
of the Levitical priests. 

Ver. 15. Kat mepurootepov ete xatadnrov éotiv] and the 
more still is it evident, namely, that with the Levitical priest- 
hood the whole Mosaic law, too, is changed (and deprived of 
validity), ver. 12. Comp. also ver. 18. Not: what differ- 
ence there is between the Levitical and the N. T. priesthood 
(Chrysostom: To pécov Ths lepwouvns Exatépas, TO Seadopor, 
Clarius, Zeger, Bisping) ; nor yet that perfection is to be found, 
not in the Levitical priesthood, but in the priesthood of Christ 
(Jac. Cappellus, Bengel, Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. 
p- 551; Delitzsch); and just as little: that the priesthood is 
changed (Primasius, Justinian, Owen, Hammond, Rambach, 
Chr. Fr. Schmid, Stuart, Klee, Paulus). Quite mistakenly 
Ebrard: to xataéyrov éotiv we have to supply from ver. 14 
the clause étv €& “Iovda avatétadker 6 Kbpios jpav: “ that 
Jesus descended from Judah is first in itself an acknowledged 
fact (ver. 14); this, however, is so much the more clear, since 
(ver. 15) it follows from the Melchisidecian nature of His 
priesthood that He could not be born cata véuov!” How 
then could it be inferred from the fact that Jesus could not 
be born cara vopov, that He must have descended precisely 
“from Judah” ?!— «aradndov] a similar intensifying of the 
simple form, as previously mpddndov.— él... dvictata] 4f, 
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as surely is the case, there arises. ei thus, as to the sense, 
equal to émesd% (Oecumenius, Theophylact).— xara tiv 
cpowrnta Medxicedéx] as the main idea placed first, and 
omotorns an elucidation of the ra&is in the passage of the 
Psalms, — The subject in the conditional clause is fepeds érepos 
(if... another priest arises), not merely érepos (Schulz: “ if 
... another is appointed as priest”), nor yet Jesus (if He... 
arises as another priest). 

Ver. 16. Nearer indication as to what is implied by the 
characteristic cata thy opowrnta Meryioedéx, ver. 15, what 
peculiarity of priesthood is expressed by the same. — 6s] sc. 
tepeds Erepos, not: Meryuoedéx. — ds . . . yeyovevy] who... . 
has become so (se. priest). — od catd vopoyv évtodjs capkivns 
K.T.r.] not according to the law of a fleshly command, but accord- 
ing to the power of indestructible [or indissoluble] life. In con- 
nection with vdpuos, Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Tholuck, Delitzsch, and others think of the 
Mosaic law; but against this argues the singular évroAjs 
capkivys, to take which, with the expositors mentioned, in 
the sense of the plural (according to the Mosaic law, whose 
essence consists in fleshly ordinances), or as a collective desig- 
nation of the constituent parts of the law as 6 vouos TOV évTo- 
Adv, Eph. ii. 15, is arbitrary. vopos is therefore to be taken, 
as Rom. vii. 21, 23, in the more general sense: norm (rule, 
standard), and the évroA% is the special precept or ordinanec 
which the Mosaic law contains regarding the Levitical priest- 
hood. — It is called jleshly, however, according to Carpzov, 
Bohme, Stuart, and others, because it is mutable and transitory; 
more correctly, nevertheless: because it lays stress only upon 
external, earthly things, which fall a prey to transitoriness, and 
(comp. the contrast add cata ddévapw «.7.d.) appoints as 
priests only mortal men, of whom one after another is snatched 
away by death. Schlichting: carnale (praeceptum) vocatur, 
quia totum ad carnem spectabat, carnisque rationem habebat. 
Partim enim ad certam stirpem, nempe Aaronicam, sacerdotii 
dignitatem adstrinxerat, partim mortalitati pontificum, quae 


1 That Stein would combine ¢/ and ¢@s in the sense: ‘‘It is quite clear to all 
that, if at any time another priest after the manner of Melchisedec arises, he 
then,” etc., deserves to be mentioned only as a curiosity. 
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carnis propria est, consulens, successionis jura descripserat. 
Inde enim factum est, ut unum alteri succedere juberet, quo, 
morientibus sacerdotibus, sacerdotium tamen ipsum perpetuare- 
tur.— kata Sivapw fons axatarvtov] i.e. inasmuch as the 
power of living for ever is inherent in Him. Comp. vv. 17, 24. 
Improperly do Cameron, Dorscheus, Calov, ai., refer it as well, 
or solely, to Christ’s power of communicating intransitory life 
to others. But wrongly, too, Hofmann (Schrifibew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. 
p. 551 f.), Delitzsch, and Alford: the €w% axatadvtos is to be 
limited to that life of Christ which began with His resurrection. 
On the contrary, the «1 dxatadvtos is thought of as a property 
inherent in the tepeds érepos, without respect to relation of 
time. Comp. also Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 458, Obs, 

Ver. 17. Scripture proof for cata Sivapuv Cots axatanrvrov, 
ver. 16. This Scripture proof the author finds in the eés tov 
ai@va, Ps, cx. 4, upon which words, therefore, the emphasis 
rests in ver. 17. — paptupetras yap] for he (namely, the tepeds 
Erepos, ver. 15, a.e. Christ) has the testimony. japtupetras is not 
to be taken ¢mpersonally : “it is witnessed” (Bleek, Bisping, 
Conybeare, al.). — dre] recitative, as x. 8, xi. 18. 

Vv. 18, 19. Elucidation of that which is signified by this 
proclamation in the psalm, of the arising of a new everlasting 
priest after the manner of Melchisedec (ver. 17). By virtue 
of that proclamation of God, the Mosaic institution of the 
priests, and with it the Mosaic law in general, is declared— 
and that with good reason—to be devoid of force; and, on 
the other hand, a better hope is brought in. Theodoret: 
IIavetat, gnoiv, 0 vouos, émevodyetas S& } TOV KpELTTOVOY 
enis. — Vv. 18, 19 contain a single proposition, dividing 
itself into two halves by means of pév... 8é, for which 
yévetae forms the common verb, and in which ovdév yap 
éTenelwaev 0 vemos constitutes a parenthesis. So, rightly, 
Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, Luther, Zeger, 
Camerarius, Estius, Peirce, Bengel, M‘Lean, Schulz, Bohme, 
Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, Tholuck, Bloomfield, Conybeare, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrderbr. p. 592), 
Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Hofmann, Woerner, and the 
majority. Others construe differently, in taking each of the 
two verses as an independent statement in itself. They then 
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vary as regards the interpretation of ésrescaywyn, ver. 19, as 
this is looked upon either as predicate or as subject. As 
predicate it is taken by Faber Stapulensis, Erasmus (Version), 
Vatablus, Calvin, Hunnius, Jac. Cappellus, Pyle, Ebrard, and 
others, in supplying ¢otw or %v, and regarding as subject 
thereto 6 vduos. According to this, the sense would be: for 
nothing has the law brought to perfection; but it is (or its 
meaning consists in this, that it is) a bringing in of a better 
hope. But against this argues the fact that, if évrescaywyn Sé 
was intended to form the opposition to the first half of ver. 19, 
the author could not possibly—after having placed a verb 
(éreAetwoev) in the first half, consisting as it does only of a few 
words—have continued in the second half otherwise than with 
a verb; he must have written éevcdyes S€ xpeittova édrrida 
instead of émreccaywryi) dé x.7.X. Moreover, ézé in éremcaywyy 
would have remained without any reference upon the supposi- 
tion of this construction. As subject émrevoaywyr is looked 
upon by Beza, Castellio, Pareus, Piscator, Schlichting, Owen, 
Seb. Schmidt, Carpzov, Whitby, Michaelis, Semler, Ernesti, 
Valckenaer, Heinrichs, Stuart, and others. The sense would 
then be: the law indeed brought nothing to perfection; but 
the bringing in of a better hope did lead to perfection. 
Against this view, however, the consideration is decisive, that 
in such case, inasmuch as the preceding voyos has the article, 
érmeccaywyy also must have obtained the article. — The state- 
ment ot ver. 18 is to be understood in special relation to the 
subject in question (not, as is done by Schlichting, Heinrichs, 
and others, as a truth of universal import). The article before 
mpoayovons évTodns is wanting, because the design was to 
express the é€vtoAy regarding the Levitical priesthood as one 
which had only the character of an évtodAn mpodyovca, — 
abérnats] a declaring void of force, abrogation. Comp. adeteiv, 
Gal. iii? 15. The substantive only here and ix. 26. — yiveras] 
results, namely, in the declaration of God, Ps. cx. 4.— The 
évtoAn, the command, denotes not the whole Mosaic law 
- (Chrysostom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, 
Calvin, Grotius, Hammond, Owen, M‘Lean, Bohme, Kuinoel, 
Stuart, Klee, Bloomfield), but the ordinance regarding the 
Levitical priesthood therein contained. Only with ver. 19 
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does the author transfer to the whole that which he here states 
concerning a part.— The évtod}, however, is termed mpod- 
youvoa (comp. 1 Tim. i. 18, v. 24), because, as a constituent 
part of the O. T., it preceded in point of time the institution 
of the New Covenant. Yet, at the same time, there lies in 
the emphatically preposed participle, on account of its reciprocal 
relation to évecaywyy, ver. 19, at least the additional indica- 
tion delicately conveyed, that this évrod7, since just as a mere 
precursor of something future it points beyond itself, naturally 
bears the character of the merely temporary and consequently 
unsatisfactory. — Sia Td adtis acOeves Kal dvadedés] on account 
of its weakness and wnprofitableness. The évtodn was weak, 
since it did not possess the strength to attain its object, 
namely, the reconciliation of men to God; but, because in such 
manner it did not fulfil the end of its existence, it became for 
that very reason something wnprofitable and wnserviceable. On 
ao @evés, comp. Rom. viii. 3; Gal. iv. 9.— ovdé] is not to be 
limited by means of ovdéva (Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theo- 
phylact, Schlichting, Grotius, Carpzov, Kuinoel, Bisping), but, 
on the contrary, is to be left in the full universality of the 
neuter. Completion in general, in whatever respect, the law 
was not in a position to bring about. — érescaywyy] a doubly 
composite term. Literally: introduction wpon or in addition 
to, i.e. the bringing in of something new in addition to, or over 
and above, an object already present (here: in addition to the 
mpodyouoa évToAn, ver. 18). émé in érevoaywyn corresponds 
therefore to the po in mpoayovons. — Kpelttoves édrridos] of 
a better hope, sc. than the mpodyouca évtody was in a position 
to afford." Better, more excellent, is the hope founded upon 
the newly instituted priesthood, in that this hope is certain 

1'We have not to explain, with Schulz: ‘‘So is then... something better 
introduced, the hope, by virtue of which,” etc. ‘To the same result as Schulz 
does Delitzsch also come, when he observes: ‘‘It is not meant that the law 
also afforded a hope, and that the one introduced by the word of the psalm is 
only by comparison better ; but the xpe/rrwy tawis, which possesses that which is 
truly perfected in the future, in the world beyond the grave, into which its 
anchor has been sunk (vi. 19), stands opposed to the tvroa4 in the present state 
of its unsatisfying praxis.” In the same manner, lastly, Alford: ‘“‘ The contrast 
is between the rpodyoucw tvroan, weak and unprofitable, and a better thing, viz. 


the avis, which brings us near to God. This xpeirrovds civos, rourtociy tAmidos 
%.7.A., 18 expressed by xpeirrovos tAwioas.” 
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and infallible, thus in reality leads to the desired goal. — 
du’ fis éyyifopev TO Oew] by means of which we draw nigh unto 
God (Jas. iv. 8), Comp. vi. 19: eicepyouévnp eis TO owtepov 
Tov KataTeTdcpuatos, and x. 19 ff. In contrast with the 
character of the Old Covenant, since the people were not per- 
mitted to enter the Most Holy Place, where the throne of 
Jehovah was. Cf. ix. 6 ff. 

Vv. 20—22. As one element in the superiority of the ever- 
lasting priesthood after the manner of Melchisedec, assigned 
to Christ, over the Levitical priesthood has been already 
implicitly brought forward, vv. 18, 19, namely, that the goal, 
for the attainment of which the strength was lacking to the 
Levitical priesthood, is really attained by the everlasting priest- 
hood. A second point of superiority in the new order of things 
over the old follows in vv. 20-22. Of less moment than the 
everlasting priesthood of Jesus must the Levitical priesthood 
be; for the former was constituted by God by virtue of a 
declaration upon oath, the latter without a declaration upon 
oath. Vv. 20-22 form again a single period, the protasis 
being contained in kcal xa?” écov ov xwpls opxwpocias, to 
which then kai tocodto x.7.X., ver. 22, corresponds as the 
apodosis, while all that intervenes (of wév yap, to the end of 
ver. 21) is a parenthesis. Wrongly do Chrysostom, Theodoret, 
Erasmus, Calvin (in the translation), Er. Schmid, and others 
join cal xa® cov ov ywplis opxwpoctas, too, to the closing 
words of ver. 19: and, indeed, a hope which is better, inasmuch 
as it isnot brought in without an oath. So also Luther: “and 
moreover, which is a great thing, not without oath ;” while, 
with not less violence, Lud. Cappellus, who, in enclosing 
vy. 18,19 within a parenthesis, and taking Kat xca& dcov od 
xopis opkwpootas with ver. 17, gives as the sense: “ Deus 
constituit Christum sacerdotem secundum ordinem Melchisedec, 
et quidem non sine jurejurando.” — xai] coupling on a farther 
link in the chain of enumeration, as vv. 8, 9, 23. — Kal xa?” 
dcov od Yopls opKapoclas] sc. tepeds eat yeyovws ; and tnas- 
much (ix. 27) as He has become priest not without a declaration 
upon oath, i.e. He has not become so without God having 
sanctioned His appointment to be a priest by a declaration 
upon oath (namely, by virtue of the oath, with which the 
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declaration, Ps. cx. 4, is introduced). Only this mode of 
supplementing is warranted by the connection, as is shown 
partly by the of péev yap yopls opxwpocias eiciv tepeis 
yeyovortes immediately following, partly by the circumstance 
that the author is still engaged in the exposition of the Scrip- 
ture statement, ver. 17, this statement thus containing for him 
the gist of the matter; as, accordingly, this declaration of 
Scripture is repeated anew, ver. 21, and then likewise the 
elolv fepets yeyovores recurs in the further member of the 
thought, ver. 23 f. The explanation therefore of Seb. Schmidt, 
Wolf, Heinrichs, Bohme, Kuinoel, Ebrard, Alford, Kurtz, and 
others is to be rejected, when to xa@’ dcov od ywpls opKre- 
joclas they supplement from the apodosis dvaOjKns &yyvos 
yéyovev ; as also that of Storr, Schulz, Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Moll, and Hofmann, when they supply 
Toto (sc. émecaywyn Kpelttovos édAmlSos) yivetas (yéyover). 
— ot pév. ydp] namely, the Levitical priests. — ywpis opxe- 
pocias] since nothing is related in Scripture of an oath of God, 
when He destined Aaron and his posterity to be priests. — 
eialy ryeyovores] forms one idea: have become. Wronely, 
Paulus and Klee: are priests who have become so without an 
oath. Bohme (and so also Hofmann): “ sunt sacerdotes, sed 
sine juramento (illi quidem singuli deinceps) facti’”—which 
must have been expressed by elolv lepets ywpis opxwpocias 
yeyovotes. Still more widely mistaken the view of Michaelis 
ad Peirce.: “ fuerunt, ie. esse desierunt,’—which is gram- 
matically as well as logically impossible. The tempus peri- 
phrasticum eiolv yeyovotes marks the fact already belonging 
to the past as still extending onwards into the present. — 0 dé] 
namely, Christ. — pe?’ opxwpoglas] sc. lepeds eotw yeyovas. 
— dia Tod NéyovTOs Tpos avTov] 2.¢. in the sense of the author: 
by God, not: by the psalmist (Rambach, Heinrichs), although 
certainly the statement, Ps. cx. 4, that God hath sworn and 
will not repent of this oath, forms not a constituent part of the 
words of God Himself, but a remark of the psalmist, with 
which he introduces the words of God. Yet, when in the 
psalm it is said that God has sworn, and of this oath He will 
not repent, and then there is adduced as the subject-matter of 
this oath the declaration: od (epeds x.7.2., this is tantamount 
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to saying that God has declared by virtue of an irreversible 
oath: ov iepeds «.7.d. As, accordingly, the psalmist is relating 
the words of God, so does he also relate the oath which pre- 
ceded them. 

Ver. 22. The apodosis: Jesus has become the surety of a so 
much more excellent covenant, i.e. so much more excellent is 
the covenant of which Jesus has become surety. — éyyvos] in 
the N. T. only here. Comp. however, 2 Mace. x. 28; Ecclus. 
xxix. 15, 16. — Surety of a better covenant has Jesus become, 
z.c. in the person of Jesus pledge and guarantee is given that 
a better covenant has been established by God. For Christ, 
the Son of God, had become man in order to proclaim this 
covenant upon earth, had sealed it by His sufferings and 
death, and had been mightily accredited by His resurrection 
from the dead as a Founder of the Covenant who had 
been sent by God. — Incorrectly do Piscator, Owen, Calov, 
Wittich, Braun, and others find the thought expressed that 
Christ became surety ¢o God for men, in that He vicariously 
took upon Himself the guilt which they must have borne; while, 
just as erroneously, Limborch, Baumgarten, Chr. Fr. Schmid, 
and others contend that a reciprocal suretyship, for God with 
men and for men with God, is meant. Each of these views 
has the context against it; since there respect is had only 
to that which has been guaranteed to men by the new order 
of things. Comp. ver. 19: xpei’rrovos éAridos, 4° as eyyiGopev 
To Oe@; vv. 25, 26. —’Incods] with emphasis placed at the 
end. 

Vv. 23-25. Third point of superiority of the priesthood 
of Christ over the Levitical priesthood. The Levitical priests 
die one after the other; Christ’s priesthood, on the other hand, 
is, since He ever lives, an unchangeable and intransitory one. 
The author consequently lays special stress upon that point of 
superiority to which already, ver. 16 f. (comp. ver. 8), he had 
pointed. 

Ver. 23. Kai] parallel to the «a/, ver. 20.—xal of pév 
mreiovés eicuv lepeis yeyovdres] and they on the one hand have 
as several (or as a plurality) become priests, i.e. of Levitical 
priests there is a multiplicity. Attention is not here called 
to the peculiarity that many priests always existed contem- 
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poraneously the one with the other (so Erasmus, Paraphr., 
Braun, Delitzsch), or that “the Levitical priesthood was not 
given to one, but to a lineage” (Hofmann). That which is 
meant is—as is evident from the immediately following 6:2 76 
Oavato KkodvecOat Tapapévew, and from ver. 24—the suc- 
cessive plurality, in that one dies after another, and conse- 
quently the one succeeds the other. For the author in thus 
speaking has before his mind the high priests, since it is just 
with these that Christ is placed in parallel. Comp. ver. 26 ff, 
al. — Sia TO Bavaro KcorvecOar Tapapévew] because (wrongly 
de Wette: “ by the fact that”) they are (wrongly de Wette and 
Bisping: “ were”) prevented by death from continuing. — jwapa- 
peeve] not: év TH lepwaovvn (so Oecumenius, who is followed 
by Grotius, Seb. Schmidt, Storr, Kuinoel, Klee, Stein, Bloom- 
field, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. pp. 459, 437 ; 
Alford, Maier, Kurtz, Hofmann, Woerner, and others). It 
denotes, as is clear from the corresponding 8a 7d pévew adrov 
eis Tov ai@va, ver. 24, to continue in life. Comp. also Phil. 
i, 25, and Meyer ad loc. 

Ver. 24. The other, on the other hand, because (not “ by the 
fact that,’ de Wette, Bisping) He abides unto eternity, has His 
priesthood as an unchangeable one.— pévery eis Tov aidva] 
must not be explained, with Estius, Seb. Schmidt, and others, 
of abiding for ever as priest. For in this way the declaration 
of ver. 24 becomes tautological. The expression denotes the 
everlasting duration of life (comp. John xii. 34, xxi. 22, 23; 
1 Cor. xv. 6; Phil. i, 25), is thus equivalent to the wavtote 
fv, ver. 25. — arapdBatos] a word belonging to later Greek 
(comp. Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 313), save here, foreign to the 
N. T., as also to the LXX. Erasmus, Schlichting, Bengel, 
Schulz, Bohme, Stengel, Stuart, Ebrard, Hofmann, Conybeare, 
and the majority, take it in the active signification: not pass- 
ing over to another, thus remaining with the same person, or 
unchanging. So, as it would seem, already Theodoret (odtos 
dé a0dvatos adv eis ETepov ob maparéumes THs lepwovyns TO 
yépas), Oecumenius (adsddoyov, atededTnTOov), Theophylact 
(adidKorrov, adid8o0yxov). More correctly, however, because more 
consistently with the demonstrable usage of the language (see 
instances in Wetstein and Bleek), does Bleek, after the pre- 
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cedent of Elsner, insist upon the passive signification: “that 
which may not be overstepped, transgressed; therefore: in- 
violable, unalterable, immutable,” which then, it is true, includes 
likewise the notion of “ unchanging.” 

Ver. 25. “Odev] Wherefore, sc. because His priesthood is an 
everlasting one. — xa/] also, represents the statement, ver. 25, 
as being the natural effect of the dmapa8atov éyew thy lepo- 
cvvnv, ver. 24, as its cause. — eis TO wavtedés] means: per- 
fectly, completely, entirely (comp. Luke xiii. 11), and combines 
with owfew in one idea. Theodoret: adrov yap c@lew tpas 
elpnkev Kal Tedelav cwTnpiay tapéyev. The meaning: in 
perpetuum, attached to the word by the Peshito, the Vulgate, 
Chrysostom (od ipods To mapov pdvov, dnoiv, Adda Kal éxel év 
Th peddrovon Fwy), Oecumenius, Theophylact, Luther, Calvin, 
Schlichting, Grotius, Heinrichs, Schulz, Stein, Stengel, and 
others, in joining it either with o#few or with ddvvartas, is in 
accordance neither with the etymology nor the usage (instances 
in Bleek), but arises only from the connection, and is conse- 
quently to be rejected. — cwfew] save, embraces the deliver- 
ance from the misery of sin and its consequences, and, on the 
other hand, the communication of everlasting blessedness. 
Too restricted, Hofmann: the answering of prayer, and deliver- 
ance out of every assault. — rods mpocepyomévous Sv’ adtod 
T® Oe@| those who through Him, ic. through faith in Him, draw 
near to God. —mavrote Cav eis TO évtuyydvey bTép abTov] 
seeing that He evermore lives, to make intercession for them (Rom. 
viii. 26, 27, 34), or to represent them (sc. in the presence of 
God). More precise unfolding of the notion already lying 
in 60ev. — Similarly for the rest does Philo, too, ascribe to 
his Logos an intercession with God. Comp. Vit. Mos, ili. 
p. 673 C (with Mangey, II. p. 155): "Avayxatov yap jv Tov 
iepwpéevov TH TOD Koopov Tatpl, TapaKijTw xpicOa, TEdeOo- 
TAaTM THY apeTHV Vid, TPOS TE auvnoTiay awapTnudTwV Kal 
xopnyiav apOovwtdtov ayabav.— Quis rer, div. hacer. 42, 
p. 509 B (with Mangey, I. p. 501): ‘O & adros ixérns pev 
éore To Ovntod, xnpaivovtos del, mpds TO abOaprov. 

Vv. 26-28. Fourth point of superiority of the priesthood of 
Christ over the Levitical priesthood, in the form of an establish- 
ing of ver.25. The Levitical priests are sinful men, who need 
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daily to offer for their own sins and the sins of the people; 
Christ is the sinless Son of God, who once for all has offered 
up Himself as a sacrifice. 

Ver. 26. Proof for the actual existence of a high priest who 
is able in a perfect manner to procure salvation, since He ever 
liveth to represent in the presence of God those who believe 
in Him (ver. 25), derived from the meetness and adaptedness 
to our need of just such a high priest: for such a high priest 
(as had just been described, ver. 25) also beseemed us. Tovod- 
zos begins no parenthesis, so that Covos «.7.A. were only “ the 
continuation of a series begun with wavrote Gav eis TO évTvy- 
xdave omép abtav” (Hofmann), nor is “olos 0 "Incods to be 
supplemented from ver. 22” (Woerner), nor does it serve for 
the introducing or preparing the way for the following predi- 
cates, dovos «.7.A. (Grotius, Tholuck, al.), but refers back to 
the characterization, ver. 25; while, then, with Govos «.7.r. a 
newly beginning further description of this so constituted high 
priest, or a further unfolding of the rovodros, follows, in such 
wise that the dcvos «.7.A. thus attached is best rendered by: 
He, since He is holy, etc., beseemed us. — kat] also, 2.e. exactly. 
See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 408.— dacs] holy or pure. 
In regard to the relation towards God. Comp. 1 Thess. ii. 10; 
Eph. iv. 24; 1 Tim. ii, 8; Tit. i. 8. With the LXX. for the 
most part translation of TDN, eg. Ps. iv. 4 (3), xvi. 10 (Acts 
ii. 27, xiii. 35), xxx. 5 (4).—dkaxos] free from xaxia, from 
craft and malice. In regard to the relation towards men. 
Chrysostom: "Axaxos ti éotw; *Amovnpos, ovx Uovdos’ Kal 
StL ToLovTOs, dKove TOD Tpopytou RéyovTos’ Ovsé evpéOn Soros 
év T@ oTOmaTt avtod (Isa. lili. 9).— dulavtos] unstained by 
any kind of impurity. In regard to the relation towards Him- 
self. Comp. Jas. i. 27; 1 Pet. i. 4. — neywpropévos amd tov 
duapTworor] separated from the sinners, i.e. not: different from 
them by reason of His sinlessness (so the Peshito, separatus a 
peecatis ; Vatablus, Calvin, Cameron, Carpzov, Owen, Bohme, 
Kuinoel, Stuart, Klee, Ebrard, Bloomfield, Kurtz, and others), 
but—as is evident from the member immediately following— 
withdrawn by His exaltation to heaven from all contact with 
the sinners, so that He cannot be defiled by them. As the 
Levitical priests in general, so must. very specially the high 


CHAP. VII. 27. 285 


priest preserve himself free from defilement (Lev. xxi. 10 ff.) ; 
before the great day of atonement he must, according to 
the Talmud, spend seven days in the temple, apart from 
his family, in order to be secured against defilement. See 
Tract. Joma, i. 1. Comp. also Schottgen, Horae Hebraicae, 
p- 963 f£ — xat invnrotepos tay odpavdy ryevouevos] and 
(not “also” or “even,” as Hofmann contends) raised above the 
jeavens, inasmuch, namely, as He 8:edjrvOe tods ovpavos, 
iv. 14. Comp. Eph. iv. 10: 6 dvaBas titepavw ravtwv tev 
OupaVvov. 

Ver. 27. In the mpétepov irép trav idly duaptiav, émevta 
Tov Tov aod there is an apparent allusion to the sacrifice 
of the high priest on the great day of atonement (Lev. xvi.), 
comp. ix. 7. We are prevented, however, from referring the 
words to this alone (perhaps to the including of the sin- 
offering prescribed, Lev. iv. 3 ff.) by ca® apépav, instead 
of which, as at ix. 25, x. 1, 3, car évvavtov must have been 
placed. For xa@ pépay can signify nothing else than 
“daily” or “day by day.” To foist upon it the signification : 
“ yearly on a definite day” (“kal” jyépav wpiopévny or teTay- 
pevnv”), with Schlichting (secundum diem, nempe statam ac 
definitam, in anniversario illo videlicet sacrificio), Piscator, 
Starck, Peirce, Chr. Fr. Schmid, M‘Lean, Storr, and others; or 
to take it in the attenuated sense, as equivalent to “ saepissime, 
quoties res fert” (Grotius, Owen), or “oAAd«is” (Bohme, 
Stein), or “6s& mavtos” (de Wette), or in the sense of “one 
day after another” (Ebrard, who supposes the author is over- 
locking a succession of centuries, and so a succession of days 
present themselves to his eye, in which the high priest again 
and again offers a sacrifice !),is linguistically unwarranted. In 
like manner it isa mere subterfuge and arbitrary misinterpreting 
of the words, when Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 438), and Alford, concurring in the suggestion of Hofmann 
(Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 404 f, 2 Aufl.), seek to put into them 
the sense: that Christ needeth not to do daily that which the 
high priests do once every year, but which He—if He is to 
be a constant mediator of an all-embracing expiation of sin— 
must needs do day by day. for all that is expressed is the 
fact that Christ needs not to do daily that which the Levitical 
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high priests need to do daily.’ Nor does it avail anything 
that Kurtz will take «a6’ sjépav in conjunction only with ov« 
éyer avaryxny, since these words do not occupy an independent 
position alone, and only acquire their more precise definition 
by that which follows. For that «a6 jpépav has “nothing 
whatever to do with the @valas dvadépew,” is a mere asser- 
tion on the part of Kurtz; and his contention, that only the 
“daily renewal and daily pressing necessity,’ of the O. T. 
high priest on account of his daily sinning, the necessity, “ ere 
(on the great day of propitiation) he could offer for the sin of 
the whole people, of first presenting a sacrifice for his own 
sins,” was to be brought into relief, is a violent perversion of 
the words,—admitting as they do of no misapprehension,— 
from which even the mpétepov, érevta, expressive of a relation 
of parity, ought to have kept him; in place of which, in order 
to bring out the subsidiary character of the one half of the 
statement, po Tod with the infinitive, or mpiv (ply 7), must 
have been written. We have therefore to conclude, with 
Gerhard, Calov, Seb. Schmidt, Braun, Wolf, Carpzov, Bleek, 
and Tholuck, that the author had present to his mind, besides 
the principal sacrifice on the great day of atonement, at the 
same time the ordinary daily sacrifice of the Levitical priests 
(Ex. xxix. 88-42; Num. xxviii. 3-8), and by reason of an 
inexact mode of expression blended the two together ; to which 
he might the more easily be led, in that, according to Josephus, 
the high priest—not indeed always, but yet on the Sabbaths, 
new moons, and other festivals (according to the Mishna tr. 
Tamith, vii. 3: in general as often as he was so minded)— 
went up with the other priests into the temple, and took part 
in the sacrificial service. Comp. Josephus, de Bello Judaico, 
v. 5.7: ‘O 08 dpxsepeds avne pev odbv adtois GAN ovK del, Tats 
& éBSopudor kal voupnviars, cat el tis Eopti TaTpLos 7) Tavijyupes 
mavinuos ayouevn dc érovs. To be compared also are the 
words of Philo, who, Quis rer. divin. haer. p. 505 A (with 
Mangey, I. p. 497), remarks that in the daily sacrifice the 
priests offered the oblation for themselves, but the lambs for 

1 The unsatisfactory character of the above exposition was afterwards acknow- 


ledged by Delitzsch himself, and the explanation retracted by him (in Rudelbach 
and Guericke’s Zeitschr. f. diegesammte luther. Theol, u. Kirche, 1860, H. 4, p. 595). 
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the people (Ada Kal tas évdereyels Ovolas dpas eis toa 
Sinpnpévas, hv te brép abtav avayovow of lepeis Sua Ths cems- 
ddrews Kal tiv brép Tod EOvovs tav Svolv auvdv, ods ava- 
fépewv dretonrar), and de Speciall. Legg. p.'797 E (with Mangey, 
II. p. 321), equally as our passage, ascribes to the hich priest 
the offering of a daily sacrifice (obr@ TOU oopmayros eOvous 
ouyyerns Kab dyxuo revs KOLVOS 0 dpxsepeds €oTL, mpuravedov 
pev ta dikata Tots dppoo Byroboe KATA TOUS VOpOUS, evyas 
dé Kai Gvoias Tehov Kal Exacrnv hmwépav). Recently 
also Delitzsch (Talmudische Studien, XIII., in Rudelbach and 
Guericke’s Zettschr. fiir die luther. Theol. u. Kirche, 1860, H. 
4, p. 593 f.) has further drawn attention to the fact that like- 
wise, Jer. Chagiga, i. 4, and Bab. Pesachim, 57a, it is said of 
the high priest that he offers daily. — todro] namely, To barép 
TOV TOD Aaod ayaptidv Ovclay avapépev. So rightly—as is 
even demanded by ver. 28 (comp. iv. 15)—Chrysostom, Oecu- 
menius, Theophylact, Clarius, Estius, Piscator, Clericus, Seb. 
Schmidt, Owen, Peirce, Carpzov, Whitby, Storr, Heinrichs, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, Bloomfield, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrderbr. p. 463), 
Alford, Kurtz, and others. Less suitably do Beza, Jac. Cap- 
pellus, Limborch, Bengel, and Ebrard supplement 70 @ucias 
avadbépew ; while, altogether wrongly, Schlichting, Grotius, 
Hammond, and Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. pp. 405, 
401 f.) refer back todro to the whole proposition mporepov ... 
aod. For in the application to Christ, to explain the dwap- 
ziat as the “dolores, qui solent peccatorum poenae esse, et 
quas Christus occasione etiam peccatorum humani generis 
toleravit, et a quibus liberatus est per mortem” (Grotius), or 
s “Christi infirmitates et perpessiones” (Schlichting, Hof- 
mann, according to which latter in connection with éavrov 
aveveyxas, besides Christ’s suffering of death, His prayer in 
Gethsemane (!) is at the same time to be thought of), becomes 
possible only on the arbitrary supposition of a double sense to 
the preceding words, and is equally much opposed to the con- 
text (ver. 28) as to the linguistic use of duaprias. — épdra€] 
once for all; comp. ix. 12,x.10; Rom. vi. 10. Belongs to 
érroincev, not to dvevéyxas. —éavtov avevéyKas] in that He 
offered Himself, Christ is thus not only the High Priest of the 
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New Covenant, but also the victim offered. Comp. vill 3, 
ieee lid 325, £ px. 1 0,124 phe: a 

- Ver. 28. Establishment of todto éroincev épara€, ver. 27, 
by the definite formulating of the statement of the fourth 
point of superiority of the New Testament High Priest over the 
high priests of the Old Covenant,—a statement for which the 
way has been prepared by vv. 26,27. The law constitutes 
high priests men who are subject to weakness, and thus also 
to sin (comp. v. 2, 3),on which account they have to offer, as 
for the people, so also for themselves, and have ofttimes to 
repeat this sacrifice; the word of the oath, on the other hand 
(comp. ver. 21), which ensued after the law,—namely, only 
in the time of David,—and consequently annulled the law, 
ordains as high priest the Son (see on i. 1), who is for ever 
perfected, zc. without sin (iv. 15), and by His exaltation with- 
drawn from all human ao6éveva, however greatly He had part 
therein during His life on earth; wherefore He needed not for 
Himself to present an expiatory sacrifice, but only for the 
people, and, inasmuch as this fully accomplished its end, He 
needed not to repeat the same. — Entirely misapprehending 
the reasoning of the author, Ebrard supposes that even the 
first half of the proposition, ver. 28, is likewise to be referred 
to Jesus. The author, he tells us, presupposes as well known, 
that Christ has been as well év@pw7ros dabévecay éyav (accord- 
ing to chap. v.) as vids TereXerwpevos els Tov aidva (according 
to chap. vil.), and is here recapitulating (!) the two. Thus, 
then, 0 vouos yap .. . do Oévevay contains a concession (!) having 
reference to chap. v., and the thought is: “ the law (in so far 
as it has not (!) been annulled) demands of all high priests 
(consequently (!) also of Jesus) that they be a@v@pw7rou éyovtes 
acGéverav; the sworn word of promise, however (given after 
the law), proceeding far beyond and above the same, constitutes 
as high priest the Son for ever perfected” (!). A misinter- 
preting of the meaning, against which even the opposition of 
6 vomos . .. © AOYOS ne as a manifest parallel to of wey... 0 
dé, ver. 20 f., ver. 23 f., ought to have kept him. — rhs wera tov 
vouov] The author did not write 0 pera Tov voor, according 
to which the Vulgate and Luther translate, because he wished 
to accentuate opxwwoc/a as the principal notion. 
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CHAPTER: Vili: 


VER. 1. éx} rors Asyojuévors | B: éy rove AEYOMEVOLS. Explanatory 
gloss. — Ver. 2. Recepta: xai odin dvdpwros. But xa/is want- 
ing in B D* E* x, 17, It. Arabb. Euseb. Already rejected by 
Mill. Rightly deleted by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford. — Ver. 4. 
Elz. Matth. Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield, have «i wiy ydp. 
Detended also by Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 504, Obs.), and Reiche. But ydép cannot be referred back to 
ver. 3, and upon the referring of it back to ver. 2 the addition, 
ver. 3, would become aimless and inexplicable. More in keep- 
ing logically, and better attested (by A B D* 8, 17, 73, 80, 137, 
Vulg. It. Copt., al.), is the reading: «# wty ody, already com- 
mended to attention by Griesbach, and adopted by Lachm. Scholz, 
Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, Alford, which is accordingly to be pre- 
ferred. — Instead of the LRecepta réiv ispiwy riiv rpoopepoyray 
(approved by Bloomfield, who, however, encloses the first rav 
within brackets, and Reiche), Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and Alford 
have rightly adopted merely r&v rpocgepéyrwy. Preferred also 
by Delitzsch. ray iepéwv, to the rejection of which already 
Grotius, Mill, and Griesbach were inclined, is an elucidatory 
gloss. It is condemned by the decisive authority of A B D* 
E* x, 17, 67** 73, 137, al, Vulg. It. Copt. Aeth. Arm. — rév] 
before yé~ov in the Lecepta (recently contended for by Bloom- 
field and Delitzsch) is to be deleted, with Lachm. Tisch. and 
Alford, after A B 8* 17, 57, 80, al., Theodoret. The later addi- 
tion of the article is more easily to be explained than its omis- 
sion. — Ver. 5. Elz.: vo:qons. But all the uncial mss., many 
cursives, Orig. Chrys. Theodoret, Damasc. Oecum. Theophyl. 
have wo:foers, which also is found in LXX. Ex. xxv. 40. 
Commended by Griesbach. Rightly adopted already in the 
edd. Erasm. 1, Ald. Stephan. 1, 2, and recently by Matthaei, 
Scholz, Bleek, Lachm. Tisch. and Alford. Approved also by 
Delitzsch and Reiche. — Ver. 6. In place of the Recepta vuvi 63, 
Lachm. reads, but without sufficient authority (B D* Ath.): viv 
62. The more euphonious yvv? 62 is protected by A D** D*** 
EK Lx, min., and many Fathers. — Instead of the Recepta 
sérevys (B D*** x*** min. Damase. [once] Theophyl. [cod.]), there 
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is found in the edd. Complut. Plantin. Genev. the peculiarly 
Attic form: rerdynue. This is supported by 47, 72, 73, 74, al., 
Athan. (thrice), Bas. Antioch. Chrys. Theodoret, Damasc. Best 
attested is the form: réruxev (by A D* K L 8* 80, 116, 117, 
al., Athan. Oecum. Theophylact), which is therefore rightly pre- 
ferred by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and Alford. — Ver. 8. airo%] So 
Elz. Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. 2 and 7, 
Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Alford, Reiche, after B D*** E L s***, 
likewise, as it seems, almost all min. Chrys. Damase. a/.— 
Lachm. and Tisch. 1 and 8 read airots. But the attestation 
of the latter (A D* K x* 17, 39, al., Theodoret) is not at all 
decisive, and the accusative, seeing it requires the conjoining 
with uzuosuevos, opposed to the context; see the exposition. — 
Ver. 10. 4 dsadqun| Lachm.: 4 d:adq2n [worl], after A D_E. 
ov is found, indeed, also with the LXX. in most Mss. (but not 
in the Cod. Alex.); yet, nevertheless, since it forms a tauto- 
logical addition, and does not correspond to the Hebrew original 
(nan NNt 3), it probably arose only by a mechanical repeti- 
tion from the preceding 6:0d4xn wov. — Ver. 11. Recepta: rv 
srnoiov. But the weighty authority of all uncial mss. (B: <i 
soneiryy), Most cursives, as well as that of Syr. utr. Arabb. Copt. 
Arm. It. al., Chrys. (codd.) Theodoret, Damasc. Aug. requires 
the reading: rév roAsrgy, already presented by the edd. Com- 
plut. Stephan. 1, 2, a/., and later approved by Bengel and 
Wetstein, as also adopted by Griesbach, Matthaei, Lachm. 
Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. Bloomfield, Alford, Reiche, and others. — 
aah jwixpod| Elz. Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield : 
and winpod adeayv. But adiray is wanting in A B D* E* (2) 
Kx, 17, 31, 61, 73, 80, al, Copt. Arm. It. Vulg., with Cyr. 
Chrys. al. Already,suspected by Griesbach. Rightly deleted 
by Lachm. Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. 1 and 8, and Alford. — 
Ver. 12. zal réiv &maprity adriv xual ray dvoucy adrav| The con- 
cluding words: xa! ray d&vowiey awirdy, have been taken for a 
gloss by Bleek, Tisch. 1, 2, and 8, and Alford (comp. already 
Beza and Grotius) ; and in accordance with B x* 17, 23, Vulg. 
Copt. Basm. Syr. Arab. Erp. rejected. They are also declared 
suspected by Delitzsch. But in favour of their retention 
(Lachm. Bloomfield, Tisch. 7, Reiche) decides partly the pre- 
ponderating authority of A D E K Ls*** al., partly the recur- 
rence of the same words on the repetition of the citation x. 17, 
The addition might easily be overlooked on account of the 
homoioteleuton. 


. Vv. 1-13. Not merely, however, as regards His person is 
Christ highly exalted above the Levitical priests; the sanc- 
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tuary, too, in which He fulfils the office of High Priest, is 
highly exalted above the Levitical sanctuary. For Christ 
sustains His high-priestly office in the heavenly tabernacle, 
erected by God Himself, of which as the archetype the earthly 
tabernacle, in which the Levitical priests fulfil their office, is a 
mere copy. So much the more excellent is the priestly 
ministry of Christ, in proportion as the Covenant of which He 
is the Mediator is a better covenant, because resting upon the 
foundation of better promises. The character of this promised 
New Covenant is a more inward, spiritual one; and by the 
promise of a New Covenant the Old is declared to be outworn 
and no longer serviceable. 

Vv. 1,2. Keparacov 8é|] Now a main point is. Kebadrasov 
is not accusative absolute (Bengel), nor yet the ordinary accu- 
sative with a éyw TovTo to be supplemented (Ebrard), but 
nominative, and apposition to the whole ensuing proposition : 
TowvToyv ... avOpwrros, ver. 2. Comp. Rom. viii. 3. Just as 
Kedanracoy 5é are also the kindred formulas: 76 8é& péyeorov, Td 
dé Sewortatov, TO Exyatov, TO TEdevTator, etc., very frequently 
prefixed to a whole clause by way of apposition. See Kihner, 
IL p. 146, Obs. 2. The expression xefadracov itself is 
here understood by many expositors in the sense of “sum ;” 
according to which the author would express the intention of 
immediately comprehending or recapitulating the substance of 
all his previous disquisition in a single statement. So 
Laurentius Valla (“in summam autem”), Erasmus, Clarius, 
Vatablus, Zeger, Calvin, H. Stephanus, Grotius (“ post tot dicta 
haec esto summa ”), Carpzov (“ut rem summatim et uno verbo 
complectar”), Stengel, Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. 
p. 405), Conybeare, M‘Caul, etc. This signification, however, 
although linguistically justified, is here inadmissible, since the 
author is passing over to something essentially new; a recapi- 
tulation of the previous argument accordingly does not take 
place at all. But neither is the anarthrous xepadacov— 
although in itself this is not inadmissible—to be taken as 
equivalent to To xefadavov, as is done by Theophylact (ta 
elm TO péylotov Kal ouvextix@tepov), Bleek (“the essential 
thing, to which all else is subordinated”), Ebrard (“ the key- 
stone ”), Bisping (“ the core of all”), Stuart, Delitzsch, Riehm, 
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Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. pp. 464, 481; Alford, Maier, Ewald, 
and others. For, besides the further main point in the supe- 
riority of the N. T. High Priest over the Levitical high priests, 
here to be mentioned (namely, His ministering in a better 
sanctuary), the author has yet before his mind the elucidation 
of a third leading distinction (that of the better sacrifice pre- 
sented by Christ). Comp. ix. 9 ffi— éml trois Reyopuévois} 
cannot be referred back specially, as is assumed by Erasmus, 
Clarius, Zeger, Estius, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Hammond, 
Carpzov, Schulz, Stein, Stengel, Ebrard, Ewald, and many 
others, to that which has already been said. For therewith 
the participle present Neyowévoss does not agree; eipnwéevors 
must have been put instead of it. Nor, accordingly, can the 
sense be: “in addition to that already treated of” (Calov, 
Wolf, Rambach, Peirce, Storr, Ebrard, a/.). On the contrary, 
é7é must be taken in the signification : “ upon the supposition 
of,” “in the case of,’ as ix. 17 and frequently, and émi tots 
Aeyouévous has essentially the same meaning as the genitive 


\| rOv Aeyousvav. Thus: now a main point in the case of those 


} 


| things we are speaking of (or: in our argument) ts the following. 


— With the utmost violence does Hofmann tear the words 
asunder (Schrifibew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 406, and so still in his 
commentary, p. 302f.), in that he will have xeparauov Sé 
separated from ézl toils Neyouévors, and to the latter would 
supplement apysepedow, and renders: “ besides those who are 
called high priests, we have a High Priest who has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty.” That, more- 
over, the thought thus resulting would be a senseless one,— 
inasmuch as it would then follow that Christians have several 
sorts of high priests;—has already been pointed out by Nickel 
(in Reuter’s Repertor, 1858, Feb. p. 110). For how arbitrary 
it is when Hofmann seeks further to twist the statement, 
gained with so much toil, in the sense: “that the Christians 
possess a High Priest, compared with whom those who are so 
called have for them no significance,” hardly needs to be 
observed. — Tovovtov] is a preparation for the following ds 
éxa@icev «7.4. Wrongly does Bohme refer it back to rocodtos, 
vil. 26, and Carpzov to tynrorepos THY odpavav yevouevos in 
the same verse. The latter, moreover, with an erroneous 
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accentuation of the éyower : “ habemus omnino talem pontificem 
sc. wipndoTepoy TaV otpavdv, quippe qui adeo consedit ad 
dextram Dei év rots ovpavois,” in connection with which the 
progress of the discourse is lost sight of, and the fact remains 
unnoticed that the centre of gravity in the statement, vv. 1, 2, 
is contained only in ver. 2.— ds éxaOicev év deEa Tod Opovov 
THS peyarwovyys év Tois ovpavois] who has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven (Ps. cx.). 
Comp. i. 3: é€xaOicev év SeEia THs weyarwotrvns év trois. — 
The opinion of Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, Klee, Bleek, 
and Alford, that the author designed by éxd@ucey, too, to 
indicate a point of superiority in Christ over the Levitical 
high priests——inasmuch as the latter, when they entered the 
Most Holy Place, instead of sitting down were required 
to stand,—is far-fetched. There is nothing in the context 
to lead to such supposition. It is otherwise (on account of 


the express opposition there met with éornKev ... éxdOicev) 
chap. x. 11, 12. — év tois ovpavois] belongs to éxaficev, not 


to Tis peyaXwovrvns (Bohme), since otherwise the article would 
have been repeated ; still less to the opening words of ver. 2 
(Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 405 f.), since in that. 
case TOV Wylwv TaV év Tois ovpavots RevTovpyds would have 
been the only natural expression, the rhythmical proportion of 
vy. 1, 2 would have been destroyed, and the év trois, i. 3, 
parallel to the é€v tots ovpavots in our passage, would have 
remained unnoticed as regards its coherence with that which 
precedes. 

Ver. 2. Declaration of the capacity in which Christ has 
sat down at the right hand of God: as a sacrificing priest of 
the true sanctuary and tabernacle, which the Lord erected, 
not a man. Ver. 2 is to be joined without any comma to 
ver. 1. For only the qualification of the éxd@icev x.7.X., 
ver. 1, which is first added by means of ver. 2,—not merely 
the fact of the ca@/caz in itself, since this had already been often 
mentioned in the epistle,—- contains the new main feature 
which the author aims at bringing into prominence. — Tov 
ayiwv] is not masculine (Oecumenius: dpyxiepeds dnoe Tov 
nyacpévav Tap avTod avOpworav’ jay yap éaTw apxvepers, 
Primasius, Cajetan, Schulz, Paulus, Stengel) but neuter; it 
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denotes, however, neither the holy things (Luther, Hunnius, 
Balduin), nor that which is required for the priestly service 
(Seb. Schmidt, Braun, Rambach, Ewald), nor “such holy 
things as stand in essential relation to the oxnvi adyOwn” 
(Kurtz), but the sanctuary (according to Erasmus, Jac. 
Cappellus, Bohme, Stuart, Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, 
Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 513; Alford, Maier, and 
others, specially : the Most Holy Place), im which (or: in regard 
to which) the priestly service is performed. Comp. ix. 8, 12, 
24, 25, x. 19, xiii. 11. — Synonymous with tv ayiwv is the 
THs oxnvys, added by way of elucidation; and from the 
adjective of the latter, Ts aX@cviHs, we have also to supply 
in thought the corresponding adjective tav adnOivav 
(comp. ix. 24) to the foregoing tév dyiwv. For even the 
earthly high priest was a TOv dyl@v AevTovpyds; only a 
TOV ayliwv TOY adynOLVaV RecToupyos he was not. — 
NevToupyos] Comp. AecToupyety, x. 11, and Aectoupyia, ver. 6, 
ix: 21; Phil. ii. 17; Luke i. 23. With the ‘classic writers, 
Nevtoupyos denotes the bearer of any public office, or office of 
the State. In the general sense of a “servant” it stands 
i. 7; Rom. xiii, 6; Phil. ii. 25. But already with the LXX. 
(Neh. x. 39; ef. Ecclus. vii. 30, al.) it is spoken specially of 
him who discharges priestly service. In accordance therewith 
it has here, too (comp. ver. 3), as well as Rom. xv. 16, the 
signification: sacrificing priest. — ths adnOwys| The cxnvy is 
called true, not in opposition to the false, but as the archetype’ 
existing in heaven in contrast with the earthly image of the 
same (ver. 5), which latter, as is always the case with the 
copy in relation to the original, could be only something 
imperfect. — tv émnfev] Comp. Ex. xxxiii. 7.— 0 «vpuos] is 
here God, as elsewhere in our epistle only in the O. T. 
citations, — 6 Kvptos, odk« advOpwros] Comp. oxnvis od 
XetpoTroLnrov, ix. 11; ob yetporoinra dyia, ix. 24. 

Ver. 3. Subsidiary remark in justification of the expression 
Nevtoupyos, ver. 2. The Aevroupyetv, or the presenting of 
sacrifices, is just something essential in the fulfilment of the 
office of every high priest; a Aevrovpyds, or sacrificing priest, 


al ig) ae > ~ 
Comp. Wisd. ix. 8: sixas OL ODOILT,O Gok VON ae ares eee buciaarnpioy, lente 
cxnins ayias, ny mpintiluacus am apras. 
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must thus Christ also be.— By the statement, ver. 3, the 
argument itself is not interrupted. For enclosing the verse 
within a parenthesis, with Cameron, Stengel, and others, there 
exists therefore no reason.—rydp] the explanatory namely. 
—On Tas yap... xabiotatat, comp. v. 1: as yap apytepeds 

.. Kablictatar Ta Tpos Tov Gedy, va mpocdépyn Spa Te Kal 
Ovaias, — d0ev avayxaioy] sc. Hv (Syriac, Beza, Piscator, Owen, 
Bengel, Bleek, de Wette, Hofmann, Komm. p. 306; Woerner), 
not éorly (Vulgate, Luther, Calvin, Schlichting, Schulz, Bohme, 
Stuart, Kuinoel, Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 407; 
Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 505; Alford, Maier, Moll, 
Ewald, M‘Caul, a/.). For the author knows only one single 
sacrificial act of Christ, an act performed once for all (not one 
continually repeated), as is evident partly from the parallel 
passages, vii. 27, ix. 12, 25, 28, x. 10, 12, 14, partly from 
the preterite mpocevéyxn in our passage.— éyew Te Kal 
TodTov, 0 mpocevéyKn] that also this (High Priest) should have 
somewhat that He might offer up. By the ré the author 
understands Christ’s own body, which He gave up to death 
as a propitiatory sacrifice for the sinful-world. The indefinite 
mode of expression by ré, however, was chosen just because 
the reference to the sacrifice in this place was only an 
incidental one, and that which was intended could the less 
be misunderstood by the readers, in that immediately before, 
vil. 27, it had been declared by means of éavTov dvevéyxas 
in what the sacrifice of Christ consisted. 

Vy. 4, 5. Return (odv) from the subsidiary remark, ver. 3, 
to the main thought in ver. 2 (tév dyiwv Kai Ths oKnvns 
TS aX OLvHS, vy K.T.r.), and proof for the same. 

Ver. 4. A sacrificial priest Christ can only be, either in the 
earthly or the heavenly sanctuary; for a third, besides these 
two, there is not. The author now proves, ver. 4, that He 
cannot be a priest in the earthly sanctuary, whence it then 
follows of itself that He must be so in the heavenly one. — 
ei Hv] not: tf He had been (Bohme, Kuinoel), but: 1f He were. 
To ef pev otv Hv ert yas we have, moreover, neither, with 
Grotius, Wolf, and others, to supply povoy, nor, with Zeger, 
Bengel, Carpzov, Heinrichs, Bohme, and others, apxvepevs or 
fepevs. It signifies nothing more than: if He were now on 
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earth, had His dwelling-place upon earth. — 008 dv jy iepeds] 
He would not even be a priest. Incorrectly Bleek, Bisping, and 
Ewald: He would not even be a priest—not to say a high 
priest. For the augmenting 0%6é can refer only to the whole 
proposition, not specially to fepeds, since otherwise ovd’ tepevs 
av Av must have been written. (epevs is therefore to be taken 
as a more general expression for the more definite dpyrepevs. 
Yet more erroneously Primasius, Seb. Schmidt, Wolf, Ram- 
bach, Carpzov, and others: “He would not be that unique, 
real, or true priest, that everlasting priest after the manner of 
Melchisedec ”—which, without an addition, the words cannot 
by any means signify. — The reason why Christ, if He were 
dwelling upon earth, could not at all be a priest, is contained 
in the dvtwyv...7Tdad Spa. For on earth there are, of a 
truth, the legally appointed priests already present, and with 
these Jesus, since He belonged not to the tribe of Levi, but 
to the tribe of Judah (vii. 14), has nothing in common. — 
évT@v TAY TpochepdvTa@Y KaTa Vopov TA dHpa] since assuredly 
there are present (6vTwy has the emphasis), sc. on earth, those 
who in accordance with law (ue. according to the norm of the 
Mosaic law) offer the gifts, namely the Levites, among whom 
Christ could not be reckoned. évtwyv and mpocdepovtwr 
designate that which is still existing at the time of our 
author. To take the words as participles of the past (Peshito, 
Vulgate, Grotius,’ Braun, and others), is already forbidden by 
the present Aatpevovow, ver. 5. 

Ver. 5. The author at once attaches to the proof given, 
ver. 4,—that Christ must be High Priest in the heavenly 
sanctuary, the testimony of Scripture that the earthly 
sanctuary, in which the Levitical priests officiate, is a mere 
copy of the heavenly, thus only an imperfect sanctuary. 
Schlichting: Vel rationem quandam diy. autor his verbis 
exprimit, cur Christus, si in terris esset, sacerdos esse non 
posset, nempe quia sacerdotes illi, qui in terris degentes 
offerunt, umbrae tantum serviunt coelestium; vel tantum a 
contrario illustrat id, quod de pontifice nostro dixerat, nempe 
eum esse veri tabernaculi ministrum, legales vero pontifices 


1 This writer with the explanation entirely foreign to the subject: ‘‘ Erant, 
nempe quum psalmus iste scriberetur,” 
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umbrae tantum et exemplari illius coelestis tabernaculi 
servire. Not to enclose within a parenthesis (Griesbach, 
Schulz, Scholz, ad.), since the same easily joins on syntac- 
tically to ver. 4, and d:agopwrépas, ver. 6, points back to its 
subject-matter. — olftives] nimirum qui.— troSelypate Kab 
oxida] a copy and shadow. trobdeiypware corresponds to the 
devyGévta cou in the ensuing citation, and denotes here 
(otherwise iv. 11) that which is shown only by way of hints, 
or only in its general outlines (comp. ta trrodetypata, ix. 23), 
has thus the notion of a merely imperfect sketch or copy. 
Yet more emphatically is the notion of imperfection brought 
out by means of kat oxid. For oxcd stands not merely 
opposed to the copa, as the wnsubstantial to the substantial 
(Col. ii, 17; Josephus, de Bello Jud. ii. 2.5: oxvav aitnoopevos 
Bacirelas, js ptacey éavt® 16 cdma; Philo, de confus. 
linguarum, p. 348; with Mangey, I. p. 434), but also to the 
eixeov, as the shadowy image melting into obscurity, and only 
to be recognised in its exterior outlines to the likeness 
distinctly struck off, containing light and colour, and enabling 
one to recognise the original. Comp. Heb. x. 1: cxay... 
ovK avTny THY eiKova TOV Tpayudtwv; Achilles Tatius, i. 
p. 47 (in Wetstein ad x. 1): ottw réOvnkev Kat Ths elxovos 
% oxida; Cicero, de Offcits, iii. 17: Sed nos veri juris german- 
aeque justitiae solidam et expressam effigiem nullam tenemus; 
umbra et imaginibus utimur.— datpevovow] is taken un- 
naturally by Calvin, Pareus, Bengel, Peirce, Schulz, and 
others in the absolute sense: “who serve God in a copy and 
shadow.” The datives trrodelypats Kal oxida TOV érovpaviwy 
form the object of the verb (comp. xii. 10): “who minister 
(as priests) to that which is but a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly.” — AaTpeverv here, by virtue of the connection, 
entirely equivalent to Ae:tovpyety; in general, however, of 
wider signification, and differing from Ae-toupyety as the 
Hebrew 722 from nw, —tdv éerovpaviov] not “of the 
heavenly things” (Luther), “of the heavenly relations and 
facts of redemption” (Ebrard), “of the heavenly relations 
and divine thoughts” (Moll), “of the ideal possessions in 
general, belonging to the kingdom of God” (Tholuck); but: 
of the heavenly sanctuary. Comp. the citation immediately 
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following, as also ver. 2 and ix. 23, 24.—sxafos Keypn- 
patiota, Motos] according to the response, or divine revela- 
tion, which Moses received. The passive xpnwarifec@as in this 
sense only in the N. T. (xi. 7; Matt. ii, 22; Acts x. 22, al.) 
and in Josephus (Antig. iii. 8. 8, xi. 8. 4). — ézerenciv] 
denotes here not the completion of that which is already 
begun. What is meant is the execution of that which had 
previously only been resolved on.— The citation is from 
Ex. xxv. 40. The ydp, even as ¢yciv, belongs to the author 
of our epistle, on which account dpa yap dnow is to be 
written without placing a comma after yap.— dyoir] se. 6 
xpnuatvopos, the divine response, or, since in Exodus (xl. 1) 
God is expressly named as the speaker: 6 Oe0s (Heinrichs, 
Bleek, Stengel, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Kurtz, al.), not 
7 ypadn (Bohme).—avra] is wanting with the LXX.— 
Kata Tov tumov] in accordance with the pattern (M33N), we. 
corresponding to the archetype presented to the contempla- 
tion of Moses in the manner of a revelation, or by means of 
a vision, Comp. Acts vil. 44. Over-refined, indeed, although 
linguistically not less admissible than the other, is the 
interpretation of Faber Stapulensis, Rivetus, Schlichting, 
Grotius, Limborch, Storr, Bleek, and Maier, that in connection 
with tUaos we have to think of a mere copy of the archetype, 
so that the Levitical priests served in priestly guise the copy 
of a copy.— Tov deybérta] LXX.: tov Sdedeuypévov, — év 
T® Oper] upon the mount, namely Sinai. 

Ver. 6 repeats, in the form of an antithesis to vv. 4, 5, the 
main proposition of the new section, that Christ accomplishes 
His priestly service in the heavenly sanctuary (ver. 2); in the 
progress of the discourse, however, advances an additional 
argument in favour of this main proposition: in that the 
naturalness of the fact asserted is evidenced by the swpertority 
of that covenant which has been brought in by Christ. As, 
therefore, the author (vii. 20-22) had deduced from the higher 
priestly rank of Christ the more excellent nature of the 
covenant brought in by Him; so here, conversely, from the 
better nature of the covenant established by Him, is inferred 
the higher order of His priestly ministry. vuvt 6é¢ forms the 
opposition to e¢ wév ody, ver. 4, while dsadhopwrépas points 
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back antithetically to the contents of ver. 5. Theophylact: 
‘Exeivov tod voratos nptntar tadta, Tod Ei pév yap Hv ert 
ys, ob« ay iv lepeds* vuvi d€ un wv, dnolv, ért ys, GNAA Tov 
ovpavov éyov (eparetor, Siahopwrépas eTETUYXE NevToupytas’ 
TOUTECTW, OVK EoTW avTOD % evTOUpyia ToLavTN, ola 4 TeV 
emt Ys apxlepéwv GAN’ otpavios, dre TOToY éxovca THs cixelas 
TeheTHS TOY ovpavoyv.— vuvi dé] not in the temporal, but in 
the logical sense: but sow. — diahopwrtépas Nectoupyias]| inas- 
much, namely, as the oxyv7, in which He fulfils His office, is 
the adnOcvy, hy ExnEev 0 KUptos, ovK dvOpwros (ver. 2). 
— On the comparative dsagpopwrépas, see at ii. 4. — Kad 
after do renders distinctly apparent the inner correspondence 
of the two principal members in the proposition, ver. 6. — 
peoitns| Mediator (ix. 15, xii. 24; Gal. iii. 19, 20; 1 Tim. 
i. 5; LXX. Job ix. 35), inasmuch as He has proclaimed the 
New and better Covenant, and has sealed the same by His 
death on the cross. — #rws] which, as such. Introduction of 
the proof that the covenant of which Christ is made the 
Mediator is a better one (vi. 22), we. affords full satisfaction 
to the heart seeking salvation and deliverance, which the 
Mosaic covenant was incapable of pacifying. The proof for 
this superiority the author derives from the fact that the 
New Covenant has been enacted upon the ground of (éad [ef. 
vii. 11; Acts xiv. 3]) better promises, 7c. promises more 
excellent with regard to their subject-matter. The expression 
vevopsobérnras is chosen not in order to denote the similarity 
of nature in the two covenant-foundings, but, after the analogy 
of the Pauline mode of expression, Rom. iii. 27 (ix. 31), in 
order to oppose to the Mosaic law, hitherto in operation, the 
New Covenant as in some sense a new law (comp. vopous pou, 
ver. 10) now come into force. — xpeirtocw érayyediass| 
What is meant is without doubt the several factors in the 
contents of the passage from Jeremiah cited immediately after 
—to wit, the promise of the forgiveness of sins (comp. ver. 12), . 
which the Old Covenant was not able to bring about (Rom. 
viii. 3; Gal. iii. 10 ff), in connection with the character of 
innerness of the New Covenant in general (vv. 10, 11), as 
opposed to the externalism of the Old. — The explaining of the 
Kpeitroves émaryyedtat, with Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophy- 
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lact, Primasius, Clarius, Bengel, Carpzov, Whitby, M‘Lean, 
Bisping, and others, of everlasting blessedness and the other 
eternal blessings of Christianity, in opposition to the purely 
terrestrial and temporal promises of Mosaism (the peaceful 
possession of the land of Canaan, a long life upon earth, etc.), 
is to be rejected; because—apart from the contradiction in 
which this interpretation stands with the elucidation given by 
the author himself by virtue of the ensuing citation from 
Scripture—it is, as Bleek rightly observes, improbable that 
the author should have referred the promises deposited in the 
Mosaic law to merely earthly things, in place of referring them 
to the object of which he understands the promise already 
imparted to Abraham—the bringing in of the great salvation 
for the people of God in the person of Christ. — The view, 
too, that the éwaryyed/ac of the New Covenant are called 
Kpeittoves because they are better guaranteed (Stengel and 
others), has the context against it. 

Vv. 7-13. Evidence from Scripture that the New Covenant 
rests upon better promises than the Old, and consequently is a 
better covenant than that. God Himself has, by the fact of His 
having promised a new covenant, pronounced the former one 
to be growing obsolete. 

Ver. 7. Justification of the xpeitrovos and Kpelttociy, 
ver. 6.— et Hv] if tt were (vii. 11, vill. 4). — pwr éxeivy] 
sc. SvaOjxn. On the superlative, quite in keeping with the 
linguistic usage of the Greek, see Winer, Gramm., 7 Auti. 
p. 229, Obs. 1. — dpeumros] faultless (Phil. ii. 15, iii. 6), 
satisfactory, sufficient. Theodoret: to Gmewmros avtt tod 
Tenela TéDerKE. — odK av Sevtépas eEnteito TOTS] place would 
not have been sought (se. by God, in the O. T., or in the 
passage of Scripture immediately adduced) for a second (cove- 
nant); ae. it would not have been expressed by God Himself, 
that a second covenant is to come in beside the first, and 
replace it. In this general sense éfnreiro tomos is to be 
taken, and the form of expression in the apodosis to be 
explained from a mingling of a twofold mode of contemplation 
(ovxn av Sevtépa efmtetito Kal Sevtépas odK tv av Toros: a 
second would not be sought by God, nor would there be any 
place for a second). No emphasis rests upon té7ros ; on which 
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account it is over-refining, when Bleek finds in éfnte?to réros 
the reference that to the New Covenant, according to ver. 10, 
the place was assigned in the hearts of men, while the Old 
was written upon tables of stone. 

Ver. 8. Making good of the assertion, ver. 7, that the Old 
Covenant was not free from fault, and God on that account 
made known His purpose of establishing a New one. Since 
eu powevos manifestly corresponds to the dueumros, ver. 7, 
and there the non-freedom from blame regards the covenant 
itself, not the possessors thereof, it is more natural to combine 
avtots with Xéyes (Faber Stapulensis, Piscator, Schlichting, 
Grotius, Limborch, Peirce, Michaelis, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Storr, 
Kuinoel, Klee, Bleek, Stein, Bloomfield, Reiche, Comment. crit. 
p- 65 sq.; Conybeare, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, and others) 
than—what is certainly possible in a grammatical respect (see 
the Lexicons)—to join it to peuddopevos (Peshito, Vulgate, 
Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Luther, Calvin, Beza, 
Er. Schmid, Bengel, Wolf, Carpzov, Heinrichs, Bohme, Stengel, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Hofmann, al.). — réyer] se. 
6 Geos. Comp. the thrice-occurring Aéyes Kvpsos in the 
following citation (vv. 8, 9, 10). — adtots rAéyer] He saith wnto 
them, namely, the possessors of the mpaétn SiaOnxn. — The 
citation beginning with ¢dov, and extending to the close of 
ver. 12, is from Jer. xxxi (LXX. xxxviii.) 31-34, after the 
LXX., with slight deviations. — réyes Kvpsos] so in the LXX. 
of the Cod. Alex. The Cod. Vatican. and others have dyot 
xvptos. —In place of cal cuvredXécw él Tov oiKkov 
"Iocpannr kai éri tov oixoyv ’Iovéa, it reads in the LXX.: 
Kal Siabjocoua TO olkw Icpanr Kal T@ olxw "Iovda.  Per- 
haps a change designedly made in order to characterize the 
New Covenant as a completed or perfect one. 

Ver. 9. Ov Kata thy SvaOjKny, iv éroinca Trois matpacw 
av7av] negative unfolding of the foregoing positive expression 
Kawnv (namely, a covenant): not after the manner of the 
covenant (132 N?) which I made for thew fathers, rc. one 
qualitatively different therefore, and that as being a better one. 
— i éroinoa] LXX.: tv Siuebéunv. — trois Tatpdow avtav] 
in the Hebrew OniaN"nx, with ther fathers. The mere dative 
with éoinoa excludes the notion of reciprocity in the covenant- 
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founding which has taken place, and presents it purely as 
the work of the disposition made by God. — év ijuépq@ émtha- 
Bouévov pov «.7.r.] in the day (at the time) when I took hold 
of their hand, to lead them forth out of the land of Egypt 
(anya IN pevyino pv2 pint oa). An unwieldy but not 
exactly incorrect construction (see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. 
p. 531), in place of which Justin Martyr, Deal. cwm Tryph. 
Jud. 11, in citing the same words of Scripture, has chosen the 
less cumbrous év # érreAaBounv. The note of time characterizes 
the covenant as the Mosaic one. — 6rv] for; not: “ because,” 
as protasis to Kayo «.7.r. as the apodosis (Calvin, Bohme, 
Hofmann, al.). — xayo]| emphatic personal opposition to avtoi : 
and consequently I also concerned not myself about them. — 
Neyer KUpLos| LXX. (Cod. Alex. too): dyat xvpuos. 

Ver. 10. Justification of the ScaOnenv Kaw, od Kata TI 
diaOnenv x.7.r., vv. 8, 9, by a definite indication of the nature 
of the covenant to be instituted. — éte airy 7) SiabjKn K.7.d. | 
jor this (or the following) 7s the covenant which I will institute 
for the house of Israel. atrn introduces with emphasis the 
material characterization following with dudovs K.7.r. — otKos 
"Icpand] here embraces the whole nation, while in ver. 8 it 
denoted one of the two kingdoms into which it had been 
divided. — peta tas nuépas éxetvas] after those days, te. after 
the days which must first have elapsed, before the 7pépac 
mentioned, ver. 8,—in which the New Covenant is to come 
into existence,—begin to dawn. Wrongly Oecumenius: srolas 
nuépas; tas THs é&ddov, év ais EXaBov Tov vopov. — héyes 
Ktptos| LXX.: dyat Kxdpvos. — 8d0vs] So LXX. Cod. Alezx., 
while Cod. Vatic. and other mss. of the LXX. have dsd0vs5 
dec. In the Hebrew AN), Svdo0vs does not stand for deco 
(Vatablus, Schlichting, Bengel, and others). Just as little 
have we to supplement it with dec (Heinrichs, Stengel, a/.), 
or with eiué or écowas (Kuinoel, Bloomfield), or SvaPjoopar 
avtny (Delitzsch). Nor have we to join it to the following 
émuyparw (so Bohme, but undecidedly, and Paulus), in such 
wise that we must render xaé before émuypdapo by “also.” It 
attaches itself grammatically to the preceding dvaOjcouas. In 
order to obviate any unevenness of construction, we may then 
place a colon after dudvovav adtav, The separation, however, 
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of the kai éuypayyw from that which precedes is not actually 
necessary, since instances of a transition from the participle to 
the tempus finitum are elsewhere nothing strange. See Winer, 
Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 533. — dcavora] mind, i.e. soul, innermost 
part (272). Accentuation of the character of innerness in the 
New Covenant, as opposed to the ezternalism of the Old. 
Comp. 2 Cor. ili. 3. — xapdias] either accusative (Deut. iv. 13, 
v. 22, al.) or genitive (comp. Ex. xxxiv. 28 ; Num. xvii. 2, 3, a.). 
In favour of the latter pleads the singular in the Hebrew 
original ; in favour of the former, the reading of the Cod. Alez.: 
él Tas Kapdias. We cannot take into account, in favour of 
the accusative, the greater conformity to the character of the 
Greek language, according to which, on account of the plurality 
of persons (avT@v), one must also speak of xapdiac in the 
plural. For without regard to this distinction the singular 
dsdvorav has already been just placed, and in like manner 
the singular rijs yetpos is placed, ver. 9.—In place of émi 
Kapodlas avtav émiypadyo avtous, the Cod. Alex. of the 
LXX. has: émuypdyw aitods éri tas xapdias airy, and the 
Cod. Vatic.: émi xapdias aitav ypayw abtovs. — Kai Ecopar 
avtois eis Oedov x.7.d.] Comp. already Ex. vi. 7; Lev. xxvi. 
12, al.; also 2 Cor. vi. 16.— The Hebraizing efvae els 
(> mM) as iL 5. 

Ver. 11. The consequence resulting from the Ssddvae vowous 
eis THY Sidvoray avTav x.T.r., ver. 10. Comp. Joel iii. 1, 2; 
1 John ii. 27. — cat ob pr didaEwour] and then they shall not 
instruct (Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 472; Buttmann, Gramm. 
des neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 183), as regards the sense equivalent 
to: and then it will not be needful that they instruct each 
other; the reason for which is stated immediately after, in the 
bre mavtes eLonoovoly pe «7A. On the intensifying ov 
7, see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 471 £.— Tov roAltny avtod] 
his fellow-citizen. So in the LXX., Cod. Vatic., and most MSS., 
while Cod. Alex. has in the first member tov ddedpov, in the 
second Tov wAnolov. — yv@O] in the Hebrew the plural: 3. 
— pixpod] With the LXX. in most Codd.: pixpod avrav, — 
amd juKpod ws peyddou avtav] Young and old (0397»? 
pdinyn), Comp. Acts viii 10; LXX. Jer. vi. 13; Jonah 
il. 5; Gen. xix. 11, al. 
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Ver. 12. The inner ground of this communion with God 
and this knowledge of Him. — ér] not: “that” (Michaelis, 
ad Peire.), but: for, —trews copa tais adiciats avtav| I 
unl be gracious (MDS) to their unrighteousnesses, 2.¢. Will forgive 
and forget the same. — d@écx/av] in the plural, in the N. T. only 
here, but of frequent occurrence with the LXX. Designation 
of the alienation from God in its single outbreaks and forms 
of manifestation. — cal Tév duapTidv Kal TOV avomiav avTav] 
LXX. merely: cal tay apaptiav avta@yv, in accordance with 
the Hebrew: TiY773I8 sib onion, 

Ver. 13. The author derives the result from the Scripture 
testimony, vv. 8-12. — év Té Aéyew Kawnv] in that He (se. 
God) saith: a new (covenant). Comp. év Td réyeo@ar, iii. 15, 
and év T® vrordEas, ii. 8.— meradaloxey tTHv TpeTnv] He 
hath made the first old (contrary to linguistic usage, Ebrard : 
“relatively older”), z.c. has declared it to be out of date, out- 
worn, and no longer serviceable. — 7adasodv] a word belonging 
to a later period of the Greek language, elsewhere ordinarily 
used in the intransitive sense: “to grow old,” and generally 
in the middle voice (as a little below, and i. 11); is found 
likewise in the transitive sense, “to make old,” in Lam. iil. 4; 
Job ix. 5. To abolish or render obsolete the word itself does 
not signify ; but rendering obsolete is the natural consequence 
of pronouncing out of date or outworn. The author accord- 
ingly does not directly express notion of abrogation by mema- 
Nalwxev in this place,—a sense, moreover, which, on account 
of the following 7adatovpevoyv, would here be inappropriate,— 
but leaves the reader to divine it.— 70 6€ wadatovpevov Kat 
ynpackov eyyds apavicpod] but that which is growing ancient 
and is becoming infirm with years, 1s near to disappearing or 
perishing. — ynpaoxewv] ordinarily said of human beings (to 
become enfeebled with age, senescere); then, however, also of 
things, comp. eg. Xenoph. Ages. xi. 14: 9 wév tod cepatos 
icxds ynpacke, ) SE THS Wuyhs poun... aynpatos eat, — 
The author says sparingly : near to disappearing (comp. Katdpas 
éyyvs, vi. 8), in that he takes his standpoint at the time of 
the divine promises just quoted. But if God in the time of 
Jeremiah already designated the Old Covenant as that which 
is nigh unto ruin, it was therein necessarily declared by 
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implication, that now, after so long a time is passed and the 
New Covenant has already been in reality brought in, the Old 
Covenant, as to its essence (if not yet as to its external mani- 
festation), must have been already entirely abrogated, must 
have entirely lost its force and validity, 
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CH ae Pa Raab: 


Ver. 1. 7 rparr | Elz.: 4 rparn oxnvy. But the addition czy 
is condemned as a gloss by the fact of its being wanting in all 
the uncial mss., in many cursives, in Syr. utr. Basm. Aeth. Arm. 
It. Vulg., with Gregory Thaumaturgus, Cyril, Chrys. Damasc. 
Theoph. Photius, a. On the ground, too, of internal evidence it 
is to be rejected, since, on the one hand, the coherence with 
viii. 13, and through that with viii. 7 ff, leads to d:ad4xn as 
the main idea to be supplemented ; and, on the other hand, the 
expression 4 xpwrn oxgyq, 1x. 1, would be made to denote some- 
thing quite different from that which the same expression 
denotes in ix. 2. For, while in ver. 2 the outer division of the 
tabernacle is indicated thereby, in ver. 1 only the first or Old 
Testament, earthly tabernacle, in opposition to the New 
Testament, heavenly one, thus something entirely dissimilar, 
could be intended by this expression. — Ver. 2. After éprwy, B, 
Basmur. add za/ +d ypucoty dumwiargprov, and in return omit 
the words ypuooty duwsargprov xaé, ver. 4. Violent intentional 
transposition, with a view to the removal of the archaeological 
difficulty. — Instead of éy:a, Lachm. writes éyiu. &yiwy, after 
A (ayia wy) D* E, It. But da ayiov is a mere slip on the 
part of the copyist, occasioned by ver. 3, and is to be rejected 
as devoid of sense.— Ver. 5. Xepou8ivu] A: Xepou8eiv, B D*** 
(and so Lachm. Tisch. 7 and 8): Xepou@eiv, D* N: Xepov8s In 
the case of the LXX., too, the Mss. are wont equally to vary as 
regards the final syllable of the word. — Instead of the Recepta 
dé&ns, Griesb. and Scholz have erroneously placed in the text 
r%s 66&%5. The article has against it all the uncial mss. and 
other witnesses.— Ver. 9. In place of the Recepta xad’ 6» 
(D*** E K L, min. It. Copt. Sah. Basm. Syr. utr. Chrys. 
Theodoret, Theoph.), Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. 1, 7, and 8, 
Delitzsch, Alford have rightly preferred the reading xa’ jy, 
in accordance with A B D* x, 17, 23* 27, al., Vulg. Slav. codd. 
Damasc. Oecum. (comment.). Already approved by Mill, 
Prolegg. p. 1046, and placed by Griesb. upon the inner margin. 
The xué’ &, as affording an easier mode of appending to that 
which precedes, is a later correction of the more difficult and 
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ill-understood xaé’ #,.— Ver. 10. The Recepta reads: za? 
Oizaiamacs capzos. But xaé is wanting in A D* s* 6, 17, 
27, 31, al., with Cyr. (twice) in Syr. Copt. Sahid. Arm. al. ; and 
in place of d:xaséuao, A BX, ten cursives, Cyril. and many 
versions have d:xa:éuara, while in D* It. Sahid. there is 
found d:zafwwe. Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. 1, 7, and 8, 
Alford have therefore adopted d:za:iwara cupzés, which was 
already approved by Grotius, Mill, Prolegg. p. 1355, and Bengel, 
and recommended by Griesb. Delitzsch and Reiche likewise 
give it the preference. This reading is in reality to be regarded 
as the original one. For it is more easily explicable that 
dizaimpara should, on account of the foregoing datives, be 
changed into dmaméuweaor, and joined on to them by means of 
zai, than that the za: dimamuxor, if it already existed, should, on 
account of the closing word évmsiueve, be converted into Simasd- 
youre, — Ver. 11. In place of the Recepta riv werrdvrwy, 
Lachm. and Tisch. 1 read, after B D* It. Syr. utr. (yet the Syr. 
Philonex. has the Recepta in the margin) Arab. petropol. and 
some codd. of Chrys.: ra» yevowévwy. Defended by Ebrard. 
But the reading is not in keeping with the carefully chosen 
diction of our author, and its sense: “High Priest of the good 
things which have arisen,” does not commend itself. It is 
manifestly a transcriber’s error, occasioned by the presence of 
the foregoing rapuyevéuevos. — Ver. 12. cipdmevos] D* (E 2), 27, 
44, 80, al., and some Fathers: scipéwevos. — Ver. 13. Elz.: 
raupuy xai rpéywy. With Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford, to be 
transposed into rpdéyw» zai radpwy, in accordance with the 
decisive authority of A B D ER, Cyr. Theodoret, Bede, Syr. 
Copt. Basm. It. Vulg. al. — Ver. 14. svetmwaros aioviou | TDR aeees 
many cursives, Copt. Basm. Slav. It. Vulg. a/., Chrys. Cyr. 
Didym. (?) Damase. al.- svetwarog &yiov. Interpretative gloss. 
—In place of the Recepta cuvetdnorv iwav, Bengel, Knapp, 
Lachm. Tisch. 1 and 2, Alford read more suitably, in accordance 
with A D* K, 44, 47, 67, al., Syr. Copt. Arm. Vulg. ms. al. 
Athan. Cyr. Chrys. (comment.) Theodoret, Theoph.: cuve/dqory 
jue». Recommended likewise by Griesb., and already placed 
in the text in the Edd. Complut. Genev. Plant. — To the mere 
de Cavers in the Lecepta, Lachm., with A, 21* 31, 66 (in the 
margin), Copt. Slav. Chrys. (comment.) Macar. Theoph., has 
added the words «a? «741%. These words are, however, to 
be deleted. They are a gloss from 1 Thess, i. 9.— Ver. 17. 
whore] D* 8* and Isidor. Pelus. iv. 113 (... obra yap eipov nau’ 
éy TAAGIOSS durrypd@ors) : [bt rére.— Ver. 18. Instead of odd in 
the Recepta, we have, with Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1, 2, and 7, 
Delitzsch, Alford, to write od4é, in accordance with AC D EL, 
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4, 44, 52, Chrys. Theodoret, Oecum.—% zpuieq] D* E* It. : 
i mpurn d:adhnn. Exegetical gloss. — Ver. 19. Elz: zara 
vouov, But the better attestation by A C D* L x*** 21, 47, 
71, al., Copt. Basm. Chrys. ms. Theodoret, Theoph. requires the 
reading preferred by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1, and Alford: zara 
ziv véuov.— In like manner is the article +#» wanting in the 
Receptu before rpéyav to be added, with Lachm. Tisch. and 
Alford, in accordance with the weighty authority of AC DE 
(D E, Aeth.: réiv rpcyov nai rav uooxur) S* 80, al. mult. It. Vulg. 
Theodoret, ms. —So, in place of the Recepta zppdvrice here 
and ver. 21, we have, with Lachm. Tisch. and Alford, in 
accordance with all the uncials, to write épéyrioev.— Ver. 24. 
The order of the words followed by Lachm. in the stereotype 
edition, as well as recently by Tisch. in the ed. vil. and vil.: 
siowAdev &ysa, rests only upon the testimony of AX, 37, 118. 
In the larger edition of Lachm., therefore, this has rightly 
given place to the Recepta dyi:a eio%jrdev.— Better attested 
than the Recepta 6 Xprorés is the mere Xpsorés (A C* D* 8, al. 
[Cod. B in its original form extends only to cuve/djo, 1x. 14]), 
preferred by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, and Alford. — 
Ver. 26. Elz. Griesb. Matthaei, Scholz, Bleek, de Wette, Bloom- 
field, Delitzsch: viv 62 Better Lachm. Tisch. and Alford, in 
accordance with A C L (?) 8, 37, 39, 40, Orig. Chrys.: vuvi 62. 
— apoprias] AS, 17, 73. Lachm.: r%¢ a&mapriag. Against 
C D*** E KL, almost all the min. Orig. (once) al. mult. — 
Ver. 28. obrws xai] Elz. has only cirws. Against decisive 
witnesses (all the uncial mss., most min., many translations 
and Fathers).— After <i¢ cwrnpiay, Lachm. in the stereotype 
edition had added, with A, 31, 47, al., Syr. Philonex. Slav. 
codd. Damasc., the words 6:& zisorews. Rightly, however, has 
he deleted them in the larger edition. The addition is a 
complementary gloss, which has against it the testimony of 
CD EK LR&, many min. versions, and Fathers, and betrays 
its character as a gloss by its changing position (Arm. 27, 31, 
57, 61, al., have it before cig owrnpiuy), 


Vv. 1-14. The author has in chap. viii. insisted upon the 
fact, as a second main particular of the superiority of Christ 
as a high priest over the Levitical high priests, that the 
sanctuary in which He ministers is a more excellent one, 
namely, the heavenly sanctuary. He has made good this 
proposition by the consideration that no place would be 
found for Christ, as regards priestly service, in the earthly 
sanctuary ; and then has proceeded to show the naturalness 
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of the fact that He accomplishes His ministry in the heavenly 
sanctuary, by the proof that He is the Mediator of a better 
covenant. This train of thought is still pursued in the 
beginning of chap. ix., in that attention is now finally 
called to the fact that in the arrangement of the Mosaic 
sanctuary itself, and the order of the priestly service cor- 
responding thereto, there lies an indication on the part of 
God that Mosaism is not itself the perfect religion, but only 
an institution preparatory thereto (vv. 1-8). With this, 
however, is then connected, by means of one of those 
sudden transitions of which the author is so fond, the 
reference to the further truth, that, indeed, the Levitical 
sacrifices also, since they belong to the domain of fleshly 
ordinance, are not able really to atone; whereas the sacrifice 
presented by Christ, by means of His own blood, possesses, 
by virtue of an eternal Spirit, everlasting power of atonement 
(vv. 9-14), and thus a third main point im the high-priestly 
superiority of Christ is introduced, the development of which 
occupies the author as far as x. 18. 

Vv. 1-5. Description of the arrangement of the O. T. 
sanctuary as regards its essential component parts. 

Ver. 1. Eiyev pév ody Kai 7 mpwtn] sc. dvaOnen. Against 
the supplementing of oxnv7 (Cameron, Peirce, Whitby, Wet- 
stein, Semler), see the critical remark. —etyev] had. yeu is 
not written by the author, although the cultus of the Old 
Covenant was still continuing at the time when he wrote, not 
so much because—as is shown by ver. 2—it was his intention 
to describe the primitive arrangement thereof (comp. vill. 5), 
which is the opinion of Bohme, Kuinoel, Stengel, and Tholuck, 
as, what is more naturally suggested by the coherence with 
viii. 13, because the Old Covenant had already been declared 
by God in the time of Jeremiah to be feeble with age and 
nigh unto disappearing, and consequently now, after the 
actual appearance of the promised New Covenant, has no 
longer any valid claim to existence. Chrysostom: ocei 
édeye, Tote elye, vov ode exer’ Selkvvow dn TovT@ adTHY 
exkeyopnxviay’ tote yap eixe, pnoly. “Qorte viv, 6 Kat 
éatnkev, ovx éotw.— pev odv] now truly. Admission that 
that which the author is about to detail is indeed something 
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relatively exalted. The antithesis, by which again this 
admission is deprived of its value and significance, is then 
introduced by ver. 6 (not first with ver. 11, as is supposed 
by Piscator, Owen, Carpzov, Cramer, Stuart, Bloomfield, 
Bisping, Maier, M‘Caul, and others); yet in such wise that 
the material antithesis itself is first contained in the state- 
ment, ver. 8, which is connected syntactically only as a 
parenthetic clause. — «ai] also. Indication that with the Old 
Covenant the New is compared, and possessions of the former 
are enumerated, which also (although, it is true, in a more 
perfect form) are proper to the latter. — dicawpata Natpelas | 
legal ordinances’ in regard to worship, t.e. regulations made by 
virtue of divine authority respecting the cultus. — XNatpe/as | 
is genitive. To take the expression as accusative (Cameron, 
Grotius, Hammond, al.), according to which dcaidpara, 
Natpelas, and TO dytov Kocpixdv would as three members be 
made co-ordinate with each other, is untenable; because the 
signification of dccatépara in itself would be too extensive to 
fit in with the further development of ver. 1, to which the 
author himself at once passes over, from ver. 2 onwards. 
For as the statement To te dyov KooptKov receives its more 
full explication by means of vv. 2—5, so does the discourse in 
vv. 6, 7 return to the unfolding of the twofold dccampata 
Aatpetas, blended as this is in a logical respect into a unity 
of idea.— To te Gywov Koopsxov] and the mundane sanctuary. 
Since, in accordance with the xa/é, possessions of the Old 
Covenant are to be mentioned, such as this has in common 
with the New,—while to the New Covenant there pertains no 
mundane, earthly sanctuary,—To te dyvov Koopixov must be 
regarded as a concise mode of designation for cal ayy Te, 
TO Kooptxov, “and a sanctuary, namely the mundane.” That 
such is the meaning of the author, is indicated by the fact 
that the article is placed before this second member, although 
it ought properly to have been inserted before koopuxov also. 
Yet the omission of the article in the case of adjectives 
placed after their substantives is not a thing unknown among 
other writers of the later period. See Bernhardy, Synt. 
p. 828; Winer, Gramm, 7 Aufl. p. 126. Forced is the 
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explanation of Delitzsch, with the adherence of Kurtz and 
Woerner, that xocwixov as an adjectival predicate is to be 
taken in association with eZyev: “the first covenant had 
likewise Svcavouata Aarpelas, and its sanctuary as mundane, 
ze. a sanctuary of mundane nature.” Had the author intended 
the readers to suppose such a conjoining, he would also— 
equally as vil. 24, v. 14—-have indicated the same to them 
by the position of the words. He must, in order to be 
understood, at least have written: eiyev pév odv Kal ) mpwrn 
SivKaopata RaTpelas KoTMLKOV Te TO Gytov. Under an 
entire misapprehension, further, does Hofmann (Schriftbew. 
If. 1, p. 408 f, 2 Aufl.) suppose that 70 Te dytov Kooper is 
not to be taken as a second object attaching itself to the 
Sixatopata atpeias, but as a second subject joining itself on 
to 7 mpeTy,—a construction which, upon the presupposition 
of the Recepta 7 mpawtn oxnvy being the correct reading, 
already Olearius adopted (comp. Wolf ad Joc.), and upon the 
same supposition also more recently M‘Caul maintained, in 
connection with which, however, ro re dyov Koopsxov would 
limp behind in an intolerable manner, and would afford 
evidence of a negligence of style, such as the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews would least of all have been guilty of. 
— The view of Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Zeger, Carpzov, 
and others, that dyov is to be taken not in the local sense 
(sanctuary), but in the ethical sense (holiness, dyidrys, 
sanctitas, mundities), is altogether erroneous; since the 
expression chosen would be a remarkable one, the immediate 
sequel does not point thereto, and the more exalted seat of 
the cultus of the New Covenant forms the theme of the 
fresh train of thought opened up with the beginning of 
chap. viii. — Quite as much to be disapproved is the opinion 
of Wolf, who will have dy:ov to mean “vasa sacra totumque 
apparatum Leviticum.” —xoopuxos] means: belonging to the 
world, worldly, mundanus. Comp. Tit. ii. 12. The expression 
is equivalent to émiyevos, and to it éroupdvios stands opposed, 
as in general 6 xécwos in the N. T. very frequently has its 
tacit contrast in 6 ovpavds. To dywov Kkoopixdy is con- 
sequently nothing else than 9 oxnvy, fw éemnfev dvOpwros 
(comp. viii. 2), or 7 aKnYn xYELpoTolntos, TovTéoTW TavTNS 
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Ths Kkticews (comp. ix. 11), or Ta yerpomroinra aya (ix. 24), 
and a twofold idea is expressed in the adjective, first, that the 
sanctuary of the Old Covenant is one existing in the terrestrial 
world, then, that it is accordingly something only temporary 
and imperfect in its nature. Remote from the connection are 
the suppositions of Chrysostom, Theophylact, Erasmus, and 
others: that the Jewish sanctuary was called Kocpexcy, 
because the access to the same stood open to the xdcpos, 
ic. the Gentiles; a statement, moreover, which possesses 
historic truth only with reference to a part thereof, the court 
of the Gentiles (comp. Josephus, de Bello Jud. v. 5. 2; Acts 
xxi. 28), while here the sanctuary as a whole must be 
indicated ;—of Theodorus Mopsuesten., Theodoret,’ Grotius, 
Hammond, Wetstein, Bohme, Paulus, and others: because 
the Jewish sanctuary symbolically represented the universe ; 
the holy place, earth; the most holy, heaven; and the curtain 
before the latter, the firmament ;—of Kypke, because the 
sense is: toto terrarum orbe celebratum (comp. Josephus, 
de Bello Jud. iv. 5. 2, where the Jerusalem high priests, 
Ananus and Jesus, are represented as THs Koopixns Opnoxetas 
KaTapxoVvTes, MpooKuvovpevol Te Tois eK THS olKovpévNS), 
which, however, could only be said with reference to the 
temple, not with reference to the tabernacle itself, of which 
the author is here specially thinking. —— Entirely baseless, 
finally, is the opinion of Homberg, that xoopsxov is to be 
apprehended in the sense of “adorned, well-ordered.” For 
only Kécpwos, KoopntiKds, and Kxoopntcs are used for the 
expression of this notion; never is coopexcs put for it. See 
the Lexicons. 

Vv. 2-5. Unfolding of the collective idea To dytov 
KoopwKov, as regards its several essential component parts. 
That the author has before his mind the Jewish sanctuary in 
its original form, 2.e. the Mosaic tabernacle, is evident alike 
from the expression oxyv7, as from the use of the aorist cate- 
oxevdoOy, That, however, he likewise thinks of this original 
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disposition as still preserved in the temple of his day, is mani- 
fest partly from the present Aéyerar immediately following, 
_ partly from the proposition: tovtwy Sé ottws cater Kxevacpmévov 

. elolacw, ver. 6. — oxnvi) yap KatecKevacOn 4) mpaérn] for 
a tent was prepared (set up), namely, the first or anterior one 
(the fore-tent). oxnv7 stands first as the general notion, and 
only acquires its nearer definition by the 7) mp#rn afterwards 
brought in, without, however, our having, with Beza, Bloom- 
field, and others, to place a comma after catecxevdc@On. That 
oKnv?) 1) TpeTyH is not to be combined immediately in one, as 
expressing the signification: “the fore-part of the tent” (so 
Valckenaer, who compares in wltimis aedibus, and the like ; also 
Delitzsch), is shown—although such acceptation presents no 
grammatical difficulty—by the corresponding oxnv2) 7) Neyowévn 
ayia ayiwv, ver. 3, whence it follows that the author is regard- 
ing the two divisions of the tent separated by the veil in front 
of the Most Holy Place as two tents. —patn] not temporal, 
but local. — xateoxevacOn| namely by Moses, at the behest of 
God (comp. viii. 5).— év 9 Te Avyvia] sc. éoriv (not Fy, 
Alford, Kurtz, against which Xéyerae and ver. 6 are decisive) : 
in which there is the candlestick (or lamp-stand). Comp. Ex. 
xxv. 81-39, xxxvii. 17-24; Bahr, Symbolik des Mos. Cultus, 
Bd. I., Heidelb. 1837, p. 412 ff. In the temple of Herod, too, 
there was, according to Josephus, de Bello Jud. v. 5. 5, vii. 5. 5, 
only one lamp-stand in the Holy Place, while in the temple of 
Solomon there were ten of them present; comp. 1 Kings 
vii. 49 ; 2 Chron. iv. 7.— Kat 9 tpdirela Kal 4 rpoeows Tov 
aptav| and the table and the setting forth of the bread (or 
loaves), 2.ec. wherein is found the table, and the sacred custom 
is observed of placing thereon the shew-bread. Comp. Winer, 
Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 590. Wrongly do Vatablus, Zeger, Jac. 
Cappellus, Grotius, Bengel, Bloomfield, and others explain 7 
mpo0eats THY aptwv as hypallage or antiptosis for of dptou THs 
mpobécews. Yet more unwarrantably do Valckenaer (and 
similarly Heinrichs) maintain that 7 tpdamefa Kai 7 mpodeous 
Tov dptwv is equivalent to 9 tpamela tav apTov Tijs 
mpobécews. According to Tholuck, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, 
Kluge, and Moll, mpo@ecus is, like the Hebrew N31, to be 
taken concretely, strues panum. But mpoGeous never has the 
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passive signification of strues. On the matter itself, comp. Ex. 
xxv. 23-30, xxvi. 35, xxxvii. 10-16 ; Lev. xxiv. 5-9; Bahr, 
le. p. 407 ff.— Ares] sc. cxnvn  mpern. Not conjoined with 
the mere %, because the fact alleged is something which is 
familiar to the readers. — ayia] Holy Place (WIP). So (as 
neuter plur.), not, with Erasmus, Luther, Er. Schmid, Mill, 
Whitby, Heinrichs, and others, dyia (as fem. sing.), have 
we to accentuate the word. It stands opposed to the dya 
ayiwv, ver. 3, and denotes the Holy Place, or the outer portion 
of the tabernacle, in opposition to the Most Holy Place, or the 
more secluded, inner portion of the same. Likewise with the 
LXX. and with Philo, the plural ra dysa in this sense is 
interchanged with the singular 76 ayov.— ayva, however, not 
Ta aya, is placed, because the author was less concerned about 
mentioning the definite name coined for the expression thereof, 
than about bringing out the signification which this name has. 

Ver. 3. Mera] after or behind. Of local succession (Thueyd. 
vii. 58, ai.), in the N. T. only here. — 16 devtepov Katarrétacpua | 
the second veil (N25B). For before the Holy Place, too, there 
was a veil (70). On the. former, comp. Ex. xxvi. 51 ff. — 
oKnvy| sc. KatecKevdcOn. — aya adyiov|] Most Holy Place. 
Periphrasis of the superlative (see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. 
p. 231), and translation of DWI? wap. 

Ver. 4. Ouyusarnpsov] is either interpreted as altar of incense 
or as censer. The latter, and indeed as a golden censer, which 
was employed by the high priest on the great day of atone- 
ment, is thought of by Luther, Grotius, de Dieu, Calov, Reland, 
Limborch, Wolf, Bengel, Wetstein, Carpzov, Whitby, Schulz, 
Bohme, M‘Lean, Stuart, Kuinoel, Stein, Bloomfield, Bisping, 
Alford, M‘Caul, and others, after the precedent of the Peshito, 
Vulgate (twribulwm), and Theophylact. The altar of incense, 
on the other hand (0707 Mar or 2437 MaM), of which mention 
is made as a constituent part in the Mosaic tabernacle, Ex. 
xxx, 1-10, xxxvil. 25-28, xl. 5, 26, as a constituent part in 
the temple of Solomon, 1 Kings vii. 48, 2 Chron. iv. 19, and 
as a constituent part in the Herodian temple (Josephus, de 
Lello Jud. v. 5. 5), is understood in the case of the Latin trans- 
lation in D E (altare), as well as by Oecumenius (ad ver. 7), 
Calvin, Justinian, Piscator, Estius, Cornelius a Lapide, 
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Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, Owen, Gerhard, Brochmann, 
Mynster (Stud. u. Krit. 1829, p. 342 ff), Bleek, de Wette, 
Stengel, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 489 f, Obs), Maier, Kluge, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Cony- 
beare, Hofmann, Woerner, and others. Instances from the 
classical writers in favour of either reference, see in Bleek, 
II. 2, p. 480f. That a censer is intended may be urged from 
the language of the LXX., since with them for the indication 
of the altar of incense the expressions: 7d @uvcvacripiov 
Oupidparos (Ex. xxx. 1, 27; Lev. iv. 7), ro O@vovacripiov Tov 
Oupiayatoyv (1 Chron. vi. (vii.) 49, xxviii. 18; 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 16, 19), To @vovacripiov 76 ypvoody (Ex. xl. 5, 26, 
al.), TO @votactnpiov TO (dv) amrévavte Kupiov (Lev. xvi. 
12, 18); and, where the altar intended is clear from the 
context, merely to OQvctactypiov (Lev. xvi. 20, al.), are 
regularly employed, and only in unimportant Mss. of the same 
Oupsarnpsov presents itself in some few passages as a variation 
of reading. To this usage of the LXX., however, is to be 
opposed the equally important fact of the usage of Philo and 
Josephus, according to which, at their time, ro @upcatnpsov 
was quite the ordinary appellation of the altar. of incense. 
Comp. Philo, Quis rerum divin. haeres. p. 511 sq. (with 
Mangey, I. p. 504): tpidv dvtTwv év tots dylow oKevor, 
Avyvias, Tpatréelns, Ovysatynpiov; De vita Mos. p. 668 (II. 
p. 149): “Apa de rovT@ ednuioupyeito Kai cKevn lepd, KiBwros, 
Avyvia, Tpameta, Ovpuatypiov, Bouds. “O pév ody Bapos 
ioputo év bralOpw «.7.r.; Josephus, de Bello Jud. v. 5. 5: Kat 
TO Mev TPOTOV Epos... ELyEev EV ATO Tpla Pavpaciotata Kal 
mepiBonta Tacw avOporos epya, Muyviav, Tparefav, Ovpia- 
mpuov; Antig. iii. 6. 8: petagd S€é adtijs (Tis Avxvias) Kai 
Ths tpaméetns évdov... Cupuarnpiov, Evdwov pev K.7.r., al. 
Of the altar of incense, accordingly, the expression must be 
understood in our passage. For the manner in which the 
xpucody Ouvustatnpsov is mentioned, as a parallel member to 
Thy KiBwTov THS SiaOnKnys, shows that the former must be an 
object of equally great importance as the latter. But, since 
that is so, something as non-essential as a golden censer 
cannot be meant, but only the altar of incense, which formed 
an essential constituent part of the tabernacle. Lesides, there 
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is nowhere any mention in the O. T. (not Lev. xvi. 12 either) 
of a particular censer, which had been set apart for the service 
on the great day of atonement. About the existence of such 
acenser at the time of the Mosaic tabernacle, which the author 
after all has mainly before his mind, nothing is known with 
certainty. Only from the Mishna, tract. Joma, iv. 4, do we 
learn something about it. Moreover, according to tract. Joma, 
v. 1, vii. 4, this censer was first fetched out of the storehouse, 
carried by the high priest into the Most Holy Place, and upon 
the completion of the service again carried forth therefrom ; 
even as it would be @ priori improbable in the highest degree 
that such instrument should be kept within the Holy of Holies. 
For, according to Lev. xvi. 12, 13, the high priest was first to 
enter with incense into the Most Holy Place, in order that 
through the cloud thereof the glory of God, enthroned above 
the cover of the ark of the covenant, might become invisible to 
him, to the end that he died not. And yet éyouvca compels 
us to think of an abiding place of the @upraTypiov ; to explain 
éxyovoa of the mere appertaining of the Ovasatjpsov to the Most 
Holy Place as an object of use for the latter, as is usually done 
by the one class of expositors (but also by some advocates of 
the opposite view, as Jac. Cappellus, Piscator, Owen, Mynster, 
Ebrard, Delitzsch, Conybeare, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p- 490, Obs.; Maier, Moll, Hofmann, and Woerner, with an 
appeal to YITWN nara, 1 Kings vi. 22), is—inasmuch as 
the author sharply separates from each other in his description 
the two main divisions of the O. T. sanctuary, as well as the 
objects peculiar to each of these divisions, by means of peta 
dé, ver. 3, and thus éyovea, ver. 4, unmistakably corresponds 
to the év 7, ver. 2—altogether arbitrary. If, then, we under- 
stand @vpcaTypsov of the altar of incense, as we are compelled 
to do, there arises the archaeological difficulty that this altar 
had its standing-place not in the Most Holy Place, as is here 
presupposed by the author, but, on the contrary, in the Holy 
Place (Ex. xxx. 1 ff). This point of inconsistency with his- 
toric truth is to be admitted, and therefrom the conclusion to 
be drawn, that the author did not himself live in the vicinity 
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of the Jewish sanctuary, but had drawn his knowledge with 
regard to the same only from the Scriptures of the O. T., 
whence the possibility of an error is explicable. In favour of 
this possibility, Bleek rightly urges the following considera- 
tions: first, that Ex. xxvi. 35 there are mentioned as standing 
within the Holy Place only the table and the candlestick, but 
not the altar of incense also. Then, that where the standing 
place of this altar is actually spoken of, the form of expression 
chosen certainly, by reason of its indefiniteness, admitted of 
misconstruction. So Ex. xxx. 6: kal Onoeis adto arrévavte 
Tov KatTaTeTdcpatos, ToD dvTos éml THs KiBwTod TOY papTu- 
plov ; ibid. xl. 5: Kat Ojoes TO Ovovactipiov TO ypucody ets 
To Ouprdv évavtiov ths KiBwrtod; ver. 26: amévayte Tod 
KataTretacpatos; Lev. iv. 7, xvi. 12, 18: évavtiov or 
amévavtt kupiov. Finally, that in the Mosaic law the altar of 
incense was brought into peculiar significance in connection 
with the solemnity of the atonement, since on this day it was 
sprinkled and cleansed by the high priest with the same blood 
which the high priest had carried into the Most Holy Place 
(Ex, xxx. 10 ; Lev. xvi. 18 f.). — ypuvcotv] since the emphasis 
rests on it, is prefixed. The article, however, is wanting, 
because the sense is: a golden altar, namely, the altar of 
ineense, in distinction from the brazen altar existing in the 
court, namely, the altar of burnt-offerine.— xal tHv KiBorov 
Ths SvaOnens| and the ark of the covenant ; comp. Ex. xxv. 10 ff, 
Xxxvil. 1-9. — mepixexaduppévny TavTobev ypvoig] overlaid 
on every side (within and without; comp. Ex. xxv. 11) with 
gold (plating of fine gold), According to 1 Kings viii. the ark 
of the covenant was also brought into the temple of Solomon, 
On the destruction of this temple by the Chaldeans it was 
lost, and the second temple was without an ark. Comp. 
Josephus, de Bello Jud. v. 5.5: "Exetto dé obdév ddos ev 
att, aBatov Sé Kal &xpavtov Kal abéarov hv Tacw, ayiov Sé 
dywov éxanretro, — év 9} oTauvos ypc} exovea TO padvva K.7.r.] 
wherein was a golden pot with the manna, and Aaron's rod 
which had budded, and the tables of the covenant. év 4 does 
not refer back to oxnvy, ver. 3 (Ribera, Justinian, Pyle, Peirce, 
and others),—for to the év 7, ver. 4, the vrepava@ Se avTis, 
ver. 5, forms an opposition—but it refers to xBwrds, On the 
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pot of manna, comp. Ex. xvi. 32-34; on Aaron’s rod, Num. 
xvii. 16-26 (1-11); on the tables of the covenant, Ex. 
xxv. 16; Deut. x. 1, 2. According to 1 Kings viii. 9, there 
was nothing more in the ark of the covenant, at the time of its 
removal into the temple, than the two tables of the law; and 
according to Ex. xvi. 33, Num. xvii. 25 (10), the two first- 
mentioned objects were not to have their place within, but 
before the ark of the covenant. The same opinion, however, 
which the author here expresses as to the place of the preser- 
vation of the pot of manna and Aaron’s rod, is found likewise 
with later Rabbins, as with R. Levi Ben Gerson at 1 Kings 
viii. 9 and at Num. xvii. 10, and Abarbanel at 1 Kings 
viii. 9. See Wetstein on our passage. 

Ver. 5. The author turns from the objects to be found 
within the ark of the covenant to that which is above the 
same. — bmepavw dé airs] sc. THs KxiBwTod. — XepovBip] 
comp. Ex. xxv. 18 ff., xxxvii. 7 ff.; Winer, Bibl. Realwérterb. 
I. 2 Aufl. p. 262 ff.; Bahr, Symboltk des Mos. Cultus, Bd. I. 
p. 311 ff. There existed two of them, of fine gold, one at 
each end of the cover or lid of the ark of the covenant, upon 
which, with faces turned towards each other, they looked 
down, and which they covered with their outspread wings. 
In the midst of the cherubim was the glory of God enthroned 
(1 Sam. iv. 4; 2 Sam. vi. 2; 2 Kings xix. 15; Isa. xxxvii. 
16), and from this place God would speak to Moses (Ex. 
xxv. 22; comp. Num. vii. 89).— Xepov@iw is here treated 
as a neuter, as likewise generally with the LXX., with whom 
the masculine of XepovB. occurs but rarely (eg. Ex. xxv. 20, 
xxxvil. 7). The neuter is not, however, to be explained by 
the supposition that mvetuata is to be supplied to it in 
thought (comp. Drusius on our passage), but from the fact 
that the cherubim were regarded as €@a. Comp. Josephus, 
Antig. iii. 6. 5, where the Mosaic cherubim are described as 
faa merewd, wopday 8 ovdervi tav tr avOpeTav éwpapcver 
mapamAnow. Comp. also Ezek. x. 15: cal ta XepouvBip 
Hoav tovto TO Caov, 6 idov «tr.  Lbid. ver. 20.—The 
cherubim are called XepovBim Se&ns. That may mean 
cherubim of glory or brightness, to whom glory or brightness 
is proper (so Camerarius, Estius, Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, 
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Stuart, Kuinoel, a/.), or the cherubim which pertain to the 
divine glory, the Tim 7323, ie, who are the bearers of the 
divine glory (so the majority). Grammatically the former is 
easier (on account of the absence of the article before d0£ns). 
But the latter is to be preferred as yielding a more appropriate 
thought, and the omission of the article is to be justified from 
the usage of the LXX. Ex. xl. 34; 1 Sam. iv. 22; Ezek. 
ix. 3, x. 18, al.—xatackidlorvta TO ihactypsov] which over- 
shadow the propitiatory (or mercy-seat). KatacKkialery in 
the N. T. only here. . Comp. cvoxiafew, Ex. xxv. 20; oxvdfew, 
Ex. xxxvii. 9; 1 Chron. xxviii. 18. A more choice verb than 
mepixaruTre, 1 Kings viii. 7. 1d ihkaotHpvov (NBD), the 
cover of the ark of the covenant, which on the great day of 
atonement was sprinkled with the sacrificial blood for the 
expiation of the sins of the people. Comp. Lev. xvi. 14 f.— 
mept @v| goes back not merely to the cherubim (Ebrard, 
p. 294), but also to all the objects before enumerated. — ov« 
éatw | it concerns us not, or: is not the place, or: is impossible. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xi, 20. Of the same meaning as the more 
definite ovx é€eoTw. With Kurtz to supply rézos is inad- 
missible.—xata pépos] in detail. The author does not 
design to set forth the typical significance of every single 
object enumerated; the indication of the typical significance 
of the two main divisions of the Jewish sanctuary is that 
which he at present aims at, and to this task he now addresses 
himself in that which immediately follows, comp. ver. 8. 

Vy. 6, 7. After the collective expression To &ysov Koo- 
puxov, ver. 1, has been analyzed into its single constituent 
parts, vv. 2-5, and a recapitulatory reference has been made 
to the total result of this given analysis by means of rovrwy 
oUTwsS KaTETKEVvacpuévwr, — the opposition to pév, ver. 1, 
being formally introduced by 6é, and then receiving its more 
precise material defining by means of the statement, ver. 8, 
which is attached in a grammatical respect as a subsidiary 
clause,—the discourse advances to the development of the 
further general idea, which is placed in the forefront, ver. 1, 
but has hitherto remained unnoticed, the twofold expression 
Sixarmpmata NaTpetas. — From the present eiciacwy, as 
from mpoodépes, ver. 7 (comp. also ver. 8 f.), it follows that 
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the Mosaic cultus was still continuing at the time when the 
author wrote. The participle perfect, ckaterxevacpévor, how- 
ever, denotes that which is extending out of the past into the 
present, and is still enduring in the present (see Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 254). The present hereby indicated can, of course, 
only be that in which the author himself is living and writing. 
The endeavour to explain it of a present into which the author 
only mentally places himself, is as little warranted gramma- 
tically as is the asserting, with Hofmann, that the present in 
which the discourse here moves is “not a past, nor actual, 
nor something still continuing, but that set forth in the word 
of God, where it is to be read how the sanctuary erected by 
Moses was constituted, and what priests and high priests do 
in the same;” or with Mangold (in Bleek’s Hinleit. in das 
N. T. p. 617), to find the Scripture picture of the tabernacle 
drawn in our passage as a “ purely ideal magnitude, which by 
no means guarantees the actual continued existence of the 
temple worship.” For, in order to render possible supposi- 
tions of this kind, the conjoining of the presents with a parti- 
ciple aorist would have been indispensably necessary. From 
the form of discourse chosen: tovtay obtTws KaTectKEevac- 
pévey (“in that these objects have been in such wise regu- 
lated”), in union with the present tenses eloiacwv and 
mpooépet, it therefore follows of necessity that the author, 
although here entering only upon the presentation of the 
typical significance of the two main divisions of the Mosaic 
sanctuary, nevertheless thinks of these two main divisions, 
together with all that appertains to them,—which he has just 
now enumerated,—as still preserved in being, thus also as still 
present in the Jewish temple of his day; by which supposi- 
tion, it is true, he becomes involved in contradiction with the 
historic reality, inasmuch as alike the ark of the covenant as 
the vessel of manna and Aaron’s rod were wanting in the second 
temple. Vid. supra ad ver. 4. With very little reflection 
does Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 491, Obs.) object to 
this conclusion, that “with just the same right one might 
infer from the present in xiii. 11 that the author supposed 
the Israelites of his time to be still dwelling in a camp.” 
The passage xiii, 11 has nothing whatever in common with 


CLAN) Ie 7 Seat 


ours, since it is here a question of the combination of a par- 
ticiple perfect with verbs in the present. That, too, which 
Delitzsch sets against it, that the rovt@y ottws KatecKevac- 
Hever, pointing back to catecxevacOn, ver. 2, certainly shows 
that the author has the Mosaic period before his mind, utterly’ 
collapses, inasmuch as the participle perfect, and not the par- 
ticiple aorist, has been employed. Phrases, however, like 
those met with in Delitzsch: that the author was writing for 
just such readers as would not have given him credit for an 
ignorance like this, are peremptory decisions, for which the 
result is already fixed before the investigation, and consequently 
intimidations of the grammatical conscience. — 1) rpétn oxnv7] 
as ver. 2, the fore-tent or Holy Place. — 84a tavrés] continually, 
ie. day by day. Opposite dra& tod émavtod, ver. 7.— 
at lepeis] opposite povos o dpyvepeds, ver. '7.— Tas dNaTpelas 
emitedoovtes] performing the religious actions. Daily, morning 
and evening, an offering of incense was presented, and daily 
were the lamps of the sacred candlestick placed in readiness 
and kindled. Comp. Ex. xxx. 7 ff. 

Ver. 7. ‘H devrépa] sc. cxnvy, the Most Holy Place. — drat 
Tov €viavTod| once in the year, v.c. only on a single day of the 
year, namely, on the tenth of the seventh month (Tisri), on the 
ereat solemnity of atonement. The supposition that the high 
priest on this day more than once entered the Most Holy Place 
is not excluded by the expression, and the disputed question 
as to how many times this took place has no bearing on our 
passage. That the high priest was obliged to enter the Most 
Holy Place at least twice on this day, follows from Lev. xvi. 
12-16. That he entered into it as many as four times is 
the teaching of the Talmud (tract. Joma, v. 1, vil. 4) and 
Rabbins. -— poovos 6 apysepeds] sc. eloeros. — rpocpéper] is not 
to be explained, as by Calov and others, of the sacrifices owt- 
side of the Most Holy Place. For in this case we should have 
to expect the aorist. It is employed of the blood of the 
victim before slain, which blood the high priest carries into 
the Most Holy Place, and here in the Most Holy Place presents 
to God (the Socinians, Grotius, Bleek). — imép éavtod Kai Trav 
Tod Naod ayvonuatwr] for himself and the transgressions of the 
people. To make éavtod likewise depend upon ayvonudtev 
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(for his own sins and those of the people: Vulgate, Luther (?), 
Calvin, Piscator, Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Storr, 
Stuart, Paulus, and others), is, although the thought is not 
thereby altered (comp. vii. 27), grammatically false ; because 
in that case the article t@v could not have been wanting 
before éavTod. — ayvonuatwr] see at v. 2, p. 198. 

Ver. 8. Now follows (apparently as a subordinate thought) 
the main consideration, with a view to which the author has 
been led more fully to describe the dyvov xoopxov and the 
dixatmpata Natpelas of ver, 1.—TovTO SydodyTOS TOD TVEv- 
patos aylou] the Holy Ghost indicating this very thing (follow- 
ing), — TodTo] has the emphasis, and acquires its development 
of contents by means of pnw mepavepdobar .. . oTdow, — 
Tod mvevpatos ayiov] The arrangement of the sanctuary and 
priesthood prescribed by God to Moses is thought of by our 
author as carried into effect by Moses under the assistance 
and guidance of the Holy Ghost; the idea expressed in that 
arrangement might therefore very easily be represented as an 
indication designed by the Holy Ghost. — pyre repavepdcbae 
Thy TOV arylwy ody, ETL THS TE@THS TKNVAS eyovons oTacW| 
that the way of the sanctuary vs not yet mantfested, so long as 
the fore-tabernacle still exists, — tov ayiwv| is erroneously 
apprehended by the Peshito and Schulz (comp. also Zeger) as 
masculine. It is neuter. Does not, however, as ver. 2, denote 
the Holy Place, but, as vv. 12, 24, 25, x. 19, xiii, 11 (comp. 
also To dytov, Lev. xvi. 16, 17, 20, al.), the Most Holy Place, 
and that not the earthly one (Kurtz),—for that would be a 
trifling statement; whereas surely todto SnXobvTos TOD Tvev- 
patos aylov prepares the way for a deeper truth, wid. infra,— 
but the heavenly reality, the throne of the Godhead. — 7 tdv 
a&yiwv 0O0¢ signifies the way to the Most Holy Place. Comp. 
Matt. x. 5: efs oddv eOvav; Jer. ii, 18: 7H 086 Aiydrroy, al.; 
Kihner, II. p. 176, Obs, 4; Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 176. — 
éyerv otaoupy further means: to have existence, to exist. We 
have not, however, with Bohme, to import into it a secondary 
reference to firmness or legal validity, and 4 mpetyn oKnvn is 
not the one first in point of time, ae the earthly, Jewish 
sanctuary In opposition to the heavenly (Hunnius, Seb. Schmidt, 
Carpzov, Semler, Baumgarten, Bloomfield, ai.), still less the 
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tabernacle in opposition to the later temple (Peirce, Sykes), 
but the fore-tabernacle or Holy Place, in opposition to the in- 
terior tabernacle or Most Holy Place. The thought is: by the 
ordering that the Most Holy Place; the presence-chamber and 
place of manifestation of God, might not be entered, save on 
one single day of the year, and by the high priest alone, while 
the daily Levitical service of the priests is accomplished in 
the Holy Place, and thus approach to the former debarred and 
shut off by the latter, the Holy Ghost proclaims that so long 
as the Levitical priesthood, and consequently the Mosaic law 
in general, continues, the immediate access to God is not yet 
permitted ; that thus, in order to the bringing about and render- 
ing possible of a full and direct communion with God, the 
Old Testament covenant-religion must first fall, and the more 
perfect one brought in by Christ (ver. 11) must take its place. 
Comp. Matt. xxvii. 51, as also Josephus, Antig. iii. 3.7: thy 
dé Tpérny potpay [THs oKnvys] pove mepreyparye TO Ded Soe 
TO Kal TOV ovpavov avetriBatov elvan avOpatross. 

Vy. 9,10 are closely, indeed, connected grammatically with 
that which precedes, but, logically regarded, introduce the third 
and last main point of the disquisition on the high-priestly 
superiority of Christ over the Levitical high priests. For 
after (1) it had been shown that Christ, as regards His person, 
is exalted above the Levitical high priests (iv. 14—vii. 28), 
and then afterwards (2) it was proved that likewise the 
sanctuary 11 which He ministers surpasses in sublimity the 
Levitical sanctuary (vill. 1—-ix. 8), it is now further stated (3) 
that the sacrifice also which He has offered is more excellent 
than the Levitical sacrifices (ix. J—x. 18). 

Ver. 9. “H7is] is not synonymous with 7. It is employed 
arcumentatively, in that it presents the following declaration 
as a fact, the truth of which is manifest.— We have not, 
however, to take #7vs with rapaBory as a designation of the 
subject (Calvin, a/.: which emblem was only for the present 
time; Storr, a/.: which emblem was to continue only to the 
present; Zeger, Semler, de Wette, a/.: which emblem has 
reference to the present time). for the verb to be supple- 
mented would not be the mere copula; it would have a 
peculiar signification, and thus could not be omitted. Ares 
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alone is consequently the subject, and mapafon the predicate. 
Yet ‘rus is not to be referred back to etaow (Chr. Fr. Schmid), 
for the expression ordovwy does not occupy a sufficiently inde- 
pendent position in the preceding context to justify this; still 
less—what is thought possible by Cramer—to t7v TOv ayiwv 
oddv, by which the idea would be rendered unmeaning. Nor 
have we to assume an attraction to mrapaS8od, in such wise 
that rvs should stand in the sense of 6,re (so Bengel, who 
makes it point back to vv. 6-8; Maier, who makes it refer to 
vy. 7,8; Michaelis, who makes it refer to pnw trepavepdo bar 
k.T.r., and others), or, what amounts to the same thing, to 
supplement to the phrase #71 mapaPor}, comprehended 
together as a subject, wapaBovn éotev as a predicate: which 
emblem (described vv. 6-8) is an emblem for the present 
time (so Nickel in Rewter’s Repertor. 1858, Mirz, p. 188 f.). 
For, in the course of vv. 9, 10, respect is had just to the 
closing words alone of ver. 8: ére THs mpeTys oKnvis éxovons 
otacw. The exclusively right construction, therefore, is the 
referring back of #rvs to THs mpwTns cKNVAS, ver. 8. — Tapa- 
Bory es Tov Katpoy Tov éveotnKdTa] sc. éotiv. TapaRory 
in the Gospels very frequently a fictitious historic likeness. 
Here a likeness by means of a fact, an emblem. Not in- 
correctly, therefore, is it explained, on the part of Chrysostom, 
Oecumenius, and Theophylact, by tuaos. — eis] in reference to, 
as regards. Instead of eis tov Karpov Tov évertnKoTa, conse- 
quently, the mere tod xatpod tod évectnxoTos might have 
been written.— 0 kavpos 6 éveotnKeds| the present time. The 
opposite thereto is formed by the xaipds Sds0pbdcews, ver. 10, 
by which the reader is referred to the Christean epoch of time, 
the ato péddwv (vi. 5; comp. also ii. 5). 06 Kaspos 6 éveo- 
TK os is therefore synonymous with the ai@y obtos elsewhere, 
and indicates the pre-Christian period of time still extending 
onward into the present.' The term xaspds, however, is 
chosen, instead of the more general ypdovos or aidy, because 

' Quite mistaken (as is already apparent even from the opposition to xaipés 
diopbcacews, ver. 10) is the opinion of Delitzsch, with whom Alford concurs, that 
6 naipos 6 tveornxws Aenotes the present begun with the ~a:v% diadaxn, the 
present of the New Testament time, in which the parable has attained its close. 


See, on the contrary, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 494, Obs., and specially 
Kiciche, Commentar, Orit. p. 74sq. — That, for the rest, by 5 xaupis 6 tveornxds 
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it is the thought of the author that this period of time has 
already reached its turning-point, at which it is to take its 
departure. — xa?” fv] conformably to which, or in accordance 
with which, applies not to mapaf8or (Oecumenius, Bleek, 
Bisping, Delitzsch, Nickel, U.c., Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. £95, Obs.; Alford, Woerner, al.), but to THs mpetys cxnvijs, 
as the last preceding main notion ; stands thus parallel to ‘rvs. 
— pr Svvapevat Kata cuveldnow TErELHCal TOV NaTpevorTa | 
is to be taken in close connection with Sapa te Kal Ovatae 
mpoohépovrar (against Béhme, who unwarrantably presses the 
force of the plural 6apa te Kal Ovciac). — cata cuveidnow] as 
regards the consciousness, or as to the conscience (Theophylact : 
Kata Tov éow dvOpwrrov), 2c. so that the reality of being led 
to perfection is inwardly experienced, and the conscience in 
connection therewith feels itself satisfied. — tov NatpevovTa] 
him rendering the service (x. 2). Not specially the priest is 
meant (Estius, Gerhard; comp. also Drusius), but in general, 
the man doing homage to God by the offering of sacrifice, whether 
it be a priest who offers for himself, or another who presents 
this offering through the medium of the priest. [Matt. iv. 10; 
cf. 6 mpocepyouevos, Heb. x. 1.] 

Ver. 10. Movov émt Boop. cal rom. cal diab. Barticpois 
ducatmpata capKos K.7.r.] which, together with meats and drinks 
and divers washings, are only fleshly ordinances, imposed wntil 
the time of reformation. Apposition to d@pa te Kat Ouvoias, 
pn Svvapevat K.7.r., ver. 9. — povov] belongs to ducacdpata 
capkos, but is placed in advance of this on account of the 
addition él Bpoyacw x.t.r.; and émé expresses the accession 
to something already present (Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 3670), 
or the existence externally side by side. Comp. eg. Hom. Od. 
vii. 120: dyyvn em dyyvn ynpdoKe, prov 8 ent pro; 
Thucyd. ii. 101: trocyopevos adergpiyv éavtod dwcew Kai 
xpipata én’ avth. — Otherwise is it explained by others, in 
that they take wovoy ézé in close combination, give to émé 
only that present in which the author lived and wrote can be meant, needs not 
another word of explanation. When Kurtz and Hofmann deny this,—and the 
former will understand only an ‘‘ imagined present,” into which the author 
‘only transposed himself ;” the latter, ‘‘ hat present in which the Holy Ghost 


prophesied by means of that which was written in the law,”—this is done only 
in the interest of their wrong interpretations of ver. 6, 
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the signification “in reference to,” and place both words still 
in relation to ver. 9. They then regard povov émt «.7.r. 
either as nearer definition to mpooépovtas (so, substantially, 
Vatablus, Schlichting, and others), or as opposition to cata 
cuveldnow Ttereracat (so Schulz, Ebrard, a/.). But against 
the first supposition the material ground is decisive, that the 
presentation of sacrifices in reality had reference by no means 
exclusively to the expiation of offences against the ordinances 
regulative of food and lustrations; against the second, the 
linguistic ground that aX érl Bpopaciw povov x.7.r. must 
have been written instead of povov éri Bpopacw x.t.r. Yet 
others take povov émi «.7.r. in close conjunction with tov 
ANatpevovta, ver. 9. So perhaps already the Vulgate (per- 
fectum facere servientem solummodo in cibis), then Luther 
(“him that does religious service only in meats and drink,” 
etc.), Estius, Corn. a Lapide, Olearius, Semler, Ernesti, Ewald, 
Hofmann, and others. But the additional words would too 
greatly drag, the thought resulting would be incommensurable 
with kata suveidnow tedec@oat, and the formula AaTpevew 
emt tit in the sense indicated without example. — The 
Bpopata Kat Toparta are interpreted by Peirce, Chr. Fr. 
Schmid, Storr, Heinrichs, Maier, and others of the sacrificial 
meals; by Bleek and de Wette, of the partaking of the paschal 
supper in particular. But the mention of these practices would 
be, here at any rate, something too special, and the words 
xiii. 9 can furnish no standard for the interpretation of our 
passage. More correctly, therefore, is it thought in general of 
the meats and drinks permitted, as of those forbidden, in the 
Mosaic law. Comp. Col. ii. 16; Rom. xiv. 17. With regard 
to drinks, there are in the Mosaic law prohibitions only for 
special cases; comp. Num. vi. 3; Lev. x. 9, xi. 34. Comp. 
however, also Matt. xxiii. 24; Rom. xiv. 21. — xat Svaddpous 
Bamricpois| Comp. Ex. xxix. 4; Lev. xi. 25, 28, 32, 40, 
xiv. 6S9rxvaotiixvi, 4, 24 Num. vied eerie ay eee 
— dikatmpata capKos| ordinances of the flesh, i.e. ordinances 
that relate to the flesh, and thus bear the impress of the 
earthly and transitory. — péyps Kaipod SiopPacews érixeiueva| 
imposed (only) wntil the time of reformation. The xatpos 
cuopfecews is the epoch of the promised New and more 
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excellent Covenant (viii. 8 ff.), which has begun with the 
appearing of Christ. — dsdp@wors] only here in the N. T. — 
emcxeiweva] Oecumenius: Bdpos yap fv povov ta év TO vig, 
Kalas paciv oi amdctodo. Comp. Acts xv. 10, 28. 

Vv. 11, 12. Antithesis to vv. 9,10. What the religion of 
the Mosaic covenant was unable to effect, that has been accom- 
plished by Christ. — wapayevomevos apyrepeds TOY pedovTwY 
aya0ov] having appeared as High Priest of the good things to 
come. The verb in the same sense as Matt. iii. 1, 1 Macc. 
iv. 46; synonymous with davictac@a, Heb. vii. 11, 15. 
Strangely misapprehending the meaning, Ebrard: vwaparyevé- 
pevos is to be looked upon as an “adjectival attribute” to 
apxvepevs, and the thought is, “as a present High Priest,’— 
an acceptation which is incompatible with the participle of the 
aorist. — High Priest of the good things to come (comp. x. 1) 
is Christ called, inasmuch as these good things are the conse- 
quence and result of His high-priestly activity. They are the 
blessings of everlasting salvation, which the author, ver. 12, 
sums up in the expression alwvia AvTpwows ; and they are 
called future, inasmuch as they are proper to the aiov wérArwv 
(vi. 5), or the otcoupévn péddovea (ii. 5), and the full enjoy- 
ment of them will first come in at the consummation of the 
kingdom of God, to be looked for with the return of Christ. — 
dua THs pelSovos Kal Terevotépas oxnvas «.7.r.] through the 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, which is not made with 
hands—that is to say, not of this world. The words belong 
to elanrOev eis Ta aya, ver. 12, and dca is used in the local 
sense: “through” (not instrumentally, as the dd, ver. 12). 
To join the words to that which precedes, and find in them an 
indication of that by means of which Christ became dpycepeds 
Tay pedrgovTwy ayabav (Primasius, Luther, Dorscheus, Schulz, 
Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, pp. 409, 412 f£, 2 Aufl.—which 
latter will accordingly also take the 6d, ver. 12, in both cases 
along with dpysepeds THv pedAdoVTOY aya0cv ; otherwise, how- 
ever, in the Comm. p. 357,—Moll, and others), is erroneous, 
because by virtue of 0¥6é, ver. 12, the existence of an already 
preceding link in the nearer definition of etofOev ets Ta aya 
is presupposed, — But to interpret the oxnv7 through which 
Christ has entered into the Most Holy Place as the body of 
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Christ, or His human nature (so, on account of x. 20, Chrysos- 
tom, Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Primasius, Clarius, 
Calvin, Beza, Estius, Piscator, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Ham- 
mond, Owen, Bengel, Peirce, Sykes, Ernesti, Chr. Fr. Schmid, 
Friederich, Symbolik des Mos, Stiftshiitte, Leipz. 1841, p. 296 ff., 
and others; also Hofmann, Schriftbew. IT. 1, p. 415, 2 Auth, 
who, however, will have us think of the glorified human nature 
of Christ), or as the holy life of Christ (Ebrard), or as the 
(militant) church upon earth (Cajetan, Corn. a Lapide, Calov, 
Wittich, Braun, Wolf, Rambach, Michaelis, ad Peirc., Cramer, 
Baumgarten), or, finally, as the world in general (Justinian, 
Carpzov), is inconsistent with the point of comparison suggested 
by the comparatives peifovos and tedecoTépas in accordance 
with the foregoing disquisition, in general is opposed to the 
connection with vv. 1-10, and has against it the antithesis 
in which ta dyia, ver. 12, stands to cxnvy, ver. 11, as also 
the addition o¥ tavrns Tis Kticews. The lower spaces of the 
heavens are intended—corresponding to the rpeétn oxnvy of 
the earthly sanctuary (vv. 2, 6, 8)—-as the preliminary stage 
of the heavenly Holy of Holies. Comp. iv. 14: dsednrvOora 
Tovs ovpavovs. — pelCovos Kat TedevoTépas] sc. than the Mosaic 


oKnV}. — ov xelpotrointou| Comp. viii. 2: av &mrnEev o Kvptos, 
ov« avOpwtros, Acts vil. 48, xvii. 24; Mark xiv. 58; 2 Cor. 
v. 1. — od tadrns tis Kticews] not belonging to the earthly 


created world (the earth) lying before one’s eyes (tavrns). 
Wrongly Erasmus, Luther, Clarius, Vatablus, Beza, Jac. 
Cappellus, Wolf, Bengel, Kuinoel, Friederich, lc. p. 296, and 
others: not of this kind of building, sc. the same as the earthly 
sanctuary ; or: as earthly things in general. 

Ver. 12. Oddé] nor. Ov8é is written by the author, misled 
by the foregoing notes of negation: od yepomomrov and ov 
TavTNS THs KTicews, Whereas, properly, cal ov ought to have 
been written, since that which is introduced by ové¢ is parallel, 
not to the negative expressions further characterizing the 
oxnvyn, but to the preceding dud.— ov” aipatos tpdyov Kal 
poaxer] by (by means of) blood of goats and calves, by which 
the entrance of the earthly high priests into the Most Holy 
Place was made possible on the great day of atonement. 
Comp. Lev. xvi. 14, 15. — dua 82 rod id/ou aiwaros] the Levi- 


CHAP: IX: 19:4 329 


tical high priest entered the Most Holy Place not merely by 
means of the blood of animals, he entered at the same time 
with this blood (ver. 7). The author, however, has respect, 
with reference to the Levitical high priest also, only to the 
former notion, since only this, and not at the same time the 
latter, was suitable for application to Christ (Schlichting). If 
he had desired that the notion of the wera should also be 
supplied in thought in our passage (Kurtz), he would have 
known how to express likewise this “somewhat gross material 
conception” (Bleek IT.). — é$daza&] once for all. Corresponds 
to the following aiwviay.— eis ta aya] into the inner sanc- 
tuary of heaven. — aiwviav iTpwcw ebpdpevos] having obtained 
(by His sacrificial death) eternal redemption. Incorrectly do 
Ebrard, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, and Moll take edpadpevos as 
something coinciding in point of time with eiofAOev. If it 
had been so intended, the participle present would have been 
placed instead of evpapyevos.— ctpicxecOas signifies: to 
jind (for oneself), obtain. The AUTpwors became Christ’s 
peculiar possession, thus-—since He Himself, as the Sinless 
One, needed it not—to make it over to those who believe in 
Him. — This AXvtpwees is the ransoming, 7c. redemption from 
the guilt and punishment of sin, and it is called alwvda, 
eternal, or of indefeasible validity, in opposition to the sacri- 
fices of the O. T. priests, which had to be renewed every year, 
since they were designed each for the [typical] expiation of 
the sins of a single year. — The feminine formation aiwvia 
in the N. T. only here and 2 Thess. 1. 16. 

Vy. 13,14. Justification of aiwviay AVTpwow ebpdpevos, 
ver. 12, by an argument a minore ad maus. With the quanti- 
tative augmentation, however, expressed by «& .. . méc@ 
parrov, there is at the same time blended a qualitative 
augmentation by means of pos tHv Ths capKos Kabapornta 
and tHy cuveldnow Hm. K.7.r., in such wise that the two follow- 
ing thoughts are enfolded the one in the other :—(1) If even 
the blood of animals works cleansing ... how much more the 
blood of Christ? (2) If that effects the purity of the flesh, this 
effects purity of conscience. — Kal oodos Sapydrews] and 
ashes of an heifer. According to Num. xix., those who by 
contact with a dead body had become defiled, must be 
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sprinkled with a mixture of water and the ashes of a spotless 
red heifer wholly consumed by fire, of which the ashes were 
preserved in a clean place without the camp (with the so-called 
nan, Num. xix. 9, 13, 20, 21; LXX.: ddwp pavtecpod), in 
order to become clean again. — pavtifovea Tovs Kexotvwpévous] 
sprinkling those who have been defiled. Free mode of expression 
for: with which (ashes) those who have been defiled are 
sprinkled. — robs Kexowvapévous] belongs, since pavtiGovea 
most requires an express addition of the object, to this verb 
(Erasmus, Beza, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Bohme, Bleek, de 
Wette, Bisping, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, Hofmann, Woerner, 
al.), not to ayafer (Vulgate, Luther, Calvin, Bengel, Schulz, a/.), 
which latter stands absolutely: works sanctification. — mpos 
Ti THs capKos KaSapoTnta] to the (producing of the) purity 
of the flesh. pds, as v.14. Indication of the result. 

Ver. 14. Incomparably more efficacious must the sacrifice 
of Christ be. For—(1) Christ offered Himself, 1.c. He gave up 
His own body to the death of a sacrifice, while the Levitical 
high priest derives his material of sacrifice from a domain 
foreign to himself personally ; then: He offered Himself from 
a free resolve of will, while the Levitical high priest is placed 
under the necessity of sacrificing, by the command of an 
external ordinance, and the sacrificial victim whose blood he 
offers is an irrational animal, which consequently knows 
nothing of the end to which it is applied. The Levitical act of 
sacrifice is then an external one wrought in accordance with 
ordinance, a sensuous one; Christ’s act of sacrifice, on the 
other hand, one arising out of the disposition of the heart, 
thus a moral one. From this it is already evident how it 
could be said (2) that Christ offered Himself 61a mvevpatos 
atwviov. The ethical belongs to the province of the spirit. 
Christ accordingly offered Himself by virtue of spirit, because 
His act of sacrifice was, in relation to God, an act of the 
highest spiritual obedience (Phil. ii. 8), in relation to the 
human brethren an act of the highest spiritual love (2 Cor. 
v. 14,15). Ava wvetparos aiwviov, however, by virtue of 
eternal spirit did Christ offer Himself, inasmuch as the notion — 


1 A. L, van der Boon Mesch, Specimen Hermeneuticum in locum ad Hebr. ix. 
14, Lugd. Bat. 1819, 8vo. 
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of the eternal belongs inseparably and essentially to the notion 
of spirit, in opposition to odp£, which has the notion of the 
transitory as its essential presupposition.. The adjective 
atiwviov is added in natural correspondence with alwviav 
AUTpwoww, ver. 12. For only by virtue of eternal spirit could 
a redemption .which is to be eternal, or of ever- enduring 
validity, be accomplished. — The majority have interpreted 
Ova wvevpatos aiwviov of the Holy Spirit; then thinking 
either, as Clarius, Estius, Whitby, and others, of the third 
person in the divine trias, or as Bleek, de Wette, and others, 
of the Spirit of God which dwelt in Christ in all its fulness, 
and was the principle which animated Him at every moment. 
But this application is too special. For, in accordance with 
the force of the words and the connection of the thoughts, 
there can stand as a tacit antithesis to the expression: dud 
mvevpatos aiwviov, only the general formula: 61a capxcs 
mpooKaipov, whereby the mode of accomplishing the Levitical 
acts of sacrifice would be characterized. Moreover, if the Holy 
Spirit had been intended, the choice of the adjective alwviou 
instead of dy/ov must have appeared strange, because indis- 
tinct and liable to being misunderstood ; finally, the absence 
of the article also is best explained on the supposition that the 
formula is to be understood generically. Too special, likewise, 
is the explanation of the words adopted by Aretius, Beza, Jac. 
Cappellus, Gomarus, Calov, Wolf, Peirce, M‘Lean, Bisping, and 
many others, in part coinciding with the second form of the 
first main interpretation, according to which, by mvetpa 
aioviov, the divine nature of Christ, or “ the principle of the 
eternal Sonship of God indwelling in Christ” (Kurtz), is 
designated. This view already finds its refutation in the fact 
that veda has its opposite in capé, and wvetpa and cdp& 
are contrasted as spirit and body, not as diwine and human. 
To be rejected farther is the procedure of Faustus Socinus, 
Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, Carpzov, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebrierbr. p. 525 ff.), Reuss,’ Kurtz, Woerner, and others, in 


1<«¢T/anteur a voulu dire ici, par une tournure nouvelle, justement ce qwil a 
déja dit deux fois en dautres termes (vii. 16, 25). La nature de Christ lui 
assure une vie éternelle, non sujette 4 la mort et par cela méme seule capable de 
nous assurer un bienfait durable et éternel aussi.” 
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making the wvedua aiwviov, as regards the thing intended, 
equivalent to the Svvapis Cwfs axatadvrov, vii. 16, whereby 
the essentially ethical import of the expression in our passage 
is lost sight of; entirely false and arbitrary, however, is the 
interpretation of Ddoderlein, Storr, and Stuart, who refer 
mvedua aiwviov to Christ’s state of glorification after His 
exaltation; of Nosselt (Opusc. ad interpret. sacr. seripturr. 
fascic. I. ed. 2, p. 334)—as also van der Boon Mesch, Le. 
p. 100,—who espouse the opinion: “ wveduwa esse victimam, 
quam Christus se immolando Deo obtulit, eamque aiwviay 
dici propterea, quod istius victimae vis ad homines salvandos 
perpetua atque perennis futura sit;” of Michaelis, ad Peirc., 
who finds the sense, that Christ presented Himself not accord- 
ing to the letter of the Mosaic law, but yet certainly according 
to its spirit; and of Planck (Commentatt. a Rosenm. etc., edd. 
I. 1, p. 189), who even maintains that the spirit of prophecy 
in the prophets of the Old Covenant is thought of. Strangely 
also Oecumenius, Theophylact, Clarius, and others (comp. 
already Chrysostom): 8a mvevpatos alwviou stands in opposi- 
tion to the jive, by which the Levitical sacrifices were offered 
to God. Similarly Hofmann (Schrifibew. LI. 1, p. 420, 2 Aufi.), 
who is followed by Delitzsch and Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr. p. 527, Obs.): “the spirit by which Christ offered 
Himself is called an eternal spirit, in opposition to the fleet- 
ing spirit of the animals which the O. T. high priest presented.” — 
Of a “spirit” of the animals the author (ef. iv. 12) can hardly 
have thought, inasmuch as, though in the O. T. a rvedpua is 
often ascribed to animals, this is understood only in the lower 
sense of the yvy7. Needlessly, in the last place, does Reiske 
conjecture ayvevuatos instead of wvevuatos. — d:a] denotes not 
the mere impulse or impelling motive (Vatablus, Ribera, Estius, 
al.), nor yet the condition or sphere (Stengel, Tholuck, al.), but 
the higher power, by virtue of which the offering was accom- 
plished and made effective. — éavtov mpoonveyxev] is under- 
stood by Bleek, with whom Kurtz concurs, after the precedent 
of Faustus Socinus, Schlichting, Grotius, Limborch, and others, 
in the sense that Christ offered to God, in the heavenly Holy of 
folies, His blood which was shed upon earth ; which, however, 
is violent on account of da mvevpatos alwviov, since these 
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words appertain to the whole relative clause, and are not to 
be referred, with Bleek, as a nearer definition merely to 
duopov, The undergoing upon earth of the death of the cross 
is that which is meant. — duewpor] as « spotless sacrifice, yield- 
ing full satisfaction to God. The Levitical victim must be 
ap@pos (O%2M), physically free from blemish. Here déuwpos is 
used of the higher, ethical spotlessness, and has reference to 
the sinlessness of character manifested by Christ during His 
earthly life. Erroneously Bleek: the expression has respect 
to “the condition of Christ after death and the resurrection, 
in which, raised above even the infirmities to which as very 
man He was subject upon earth, He could in particular no 
more fall a victim to death.” — 7@ Oe] is to be taken along 
with the whole relative clause, not merely with duwpov. — 
avo vexpav épywv] forth from dead (legal) works, so that we 
free ourselves from them as from something that is unfruitful 
aud useless, rise above them. The notion of the vexpa épya 
here the same as at vi. 1. 

Vy. 15-28. In order, however, that Christ might become the 
mediator of the New Covenant, it was matter of necessity that 
He should suffer death. This follows from the very notion of 
a dvajxn, since the same is only ratified after the death of the 
dvabéwevos has been proved; as accordingly the first or O. T. 
dvaOjKn was not inaugurated without blood. For the inaugu- 
ration of the earthly sanctuary the blood of slain animals 
sufficed ; for the consecration of the heavenly sanctuary, on 
the other hand, there was need of a more excellent sacrifice. 
This Christ has presented once for all in the end of the 
world, by His sin-cancelling sacrificial death. 

Ver. 15. Kai &:a todto SiaOnnns Kxawihs pecitns earl] 
and just for this cwuse is He the Mediator of a New Covenant. 
By means of «ad, ver. 15 attaches itself closely to the pre- 
ceding context, and dva totto points back to the main 
thought contained in vv. 9-14; just for this reason, that the 
sacrifice of Christ accomplshes that which the Levitical 
sacrifices are unable to accomplish; namely, that, presented 
by virtue of eternal spirit, brings in an eternal redemption, 
these, on the other hand, as ordinances of the flesh, are able 
to effect only purity of the flesh. Not specially to 70 aiya, 
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ver. 14 (Sykes, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Maier), does Sia todto 
glance back. ‘For in this case 8? adré, or rathcr da Tob 
aiwatos, would more naturally have been written. Nor is 
$a tovro to be taken together with 67ws, as a mere prepara- 
tion thereto (so Schlichting, Schulz, Bohme, Bleek, Stengel, 
Ebrard, and many). For thereby ver. 15 would be torn from 
its connection with that which precedes. — Upon kxasvijs 
there does not rest an emphasis, as is supposed by Bleek and 
Delitzsch. For otherwise the adjectives must have been 
prefixed to the substantive. On the contrary, what is to 
be specially emphasized is 8ca@7xns. For just the inner 
nexus of the N. T. dvaO7«n, with the redemptive death of 
Christ as its mediating cause, is to be brought out; whereas 
the adjective xaws could be presupposed as familiar from 
the disquisition vii. 8 ff, in that there the perfect covenant 
promised by God was sufficiently characterized as a new one. 
— 6res] in order that. False the interpretation of Heinrichs: 
“unde sequitur.” The final clause dws «.7.X. is not designed 
to develop more nearly the dia todtTo; it depends upon 
SuabyKns Kawhns peoitns éotiv, and indicates the goal to 
which, in accordance with the decree of God, the dcaOnKnn 
xa should lead, and at the same time the way and means 
by which the attainment of this goal should be accomplished. 
— Oavatov yevopévov] a death having ensued. The death of 
Christ is that which is meant. The author, however, expresses 
himself generically, because he has already in mind that which 
is to be observed, vv. 16, 17.— Eis aodttpwow tav émt 
T™ TpoTn Sialynkn TapaBdcewr] for redemption from the 
transgressions (or sins) committed under the first covenant (or 
at the tume of the first covenant). Note of design to @avdtov 
yevouévov, not to NaBwouw.—thv érayyediav] the promise, 
ae. the promised blessing itself. With ri érayyerlav we 
have to combine THs alwviov KAnpovopmlas, as a declara- 
tion wherein the promised blessing consists (genitive of 
apposition). By the separation of the two closely connected 
words, 77 érayyeXlav is brought out more emphatically, and 
the discourse gains in point of rhythm. Less suitably, 
although free from objection on linguistic grounds, did the 
Peshito, Faber Stapulensis, Braun, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Stein, 
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Stengel, Tholuck, Ebrard, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 594), Moll, Ewald, and others take ris aiwviou xdnpovo- 
plas with of xexAnwévoe: those who are called to the eternal 
inheritance. — ot xexAnuévos] Comp. Kdyjoews éroupaviov 
Héroxot, iii, 1. The expression is here used absolutely, and 
is not to be referred exclusively to the Christians. For, 
according to ver. 26 and xi. 39, 40, the power of the 
redemptive death of Christ extends retroactively likewise to 
the generations of the past. And just for this reason the 
participle perfect is written, and not the participle aorist. 
For not to the historic act of the temporal vocation, but to the 
being called, as a fact in the decree of God already completed 
and extending into the present, is attention to be drawn. 

Vv. 16, 17. Demonstration of the necessity of the 0dvarov 
yevéoOar by means of a truth of universal application. That 
Christ might be able to become the Mediator of a new 
dcaOnxn, His death was required. For, to the validity of a 
dvaOyxn, it is essential that the death of the dvaOéuevos be 
first proved. Since immediately before (ver. 15) and 
immediately after (ver. 18 ff.) Sva@jxn was employed in the 
sense of “covenant,” elsewhere usual in our epistle, we 
might naturally, on account of the conjunction of vv. 16, 17, 
by means of ydp, with ver. 15, and on account of dev, by 
which again ver. 18 is joined to vv. 15, 16, expect this 
signification of the word to be found also in vv. 16, 17. 
This has accordingly been insisted upon, here too, by 
Codureus (Critt. sacrr. t. VII. P. ii. p. 1067 sqq.),, Seb. 
Schmidt, Peirce, Whitby [in com.], Macknight, Michaelis, 
Sykes, Cramer, Paulus, and others, lastly also by Ebrard. 
But it is altogether inadmissible. For if we take dvaOj«n as 
covenant, 0 dvaQéuevos could only designate him who makes 
or institutes the covenant; to take o dvaOéwevos as the 
mediator of the covenant, as is generally done in connection 
with that view, and to understand this again of the sacrificial 
victims, by the offering of which the covenant was sealed, is 
pure caprice. The thought, however, that for the validity of 
a covenant-act the death of the author of the covenant must 
first ensue, would be a perfectly irrational one. Irrational 
the more, inasmuch as, vv. 16, 17, only an entirely general 
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truth is contained, passing for a norm in ordinary life. 
Ebrard finds expressed the thought: “Where a sinful man 
wishes to enter into a covenant with the holy God, the man 
must first die, must first atone for his guilt by death (or he 
must present a substitutionary noiy).” But all these definings 
have been arbitrarily imported. For vv. 16,17 nothing is 
said either about a “sinful man,” or about a volition on his 
part, or about the “holy God,” or about an “atoning for 
guilt,” or about a “substitutionary nbiy.” From what has 
been said, it follows that SsaOy«n, vv. 16, 17, can be taken 
only in the sense, likewise very frequently occurring with the 
Greek authors, of “testament” or “disposition by will” It 
is true there arises therefrom a logical inaccuracy,’ owing to 
the fact that dvaQ@n«n is used in these two verses in another 
sense than before, and the formal demonstrative force of that 
which is advanced by the author—although the underlying 
thoughts are in themselves perfectly just—is thereby sacrificed. 
It is, however, to be observed that while for us, since we are 
obliged to employ a twofold expression for the reproducing of 
the diversity of sense, the transition from the one notion to 
the other appears abruptly made, this transition for the 
author, on the other hand, might be an imperceptible one, 
inasmuch as in the Greek one and the same word included 
within itself both significations. Thus, accordingly, it has 
happened that the ancient Greek interpreters explain é:a6y«n, 
vv. 16, 17, expressly in the sense of a testament or will, then 
at once pass over to the declaration contained in ver. 18, 

1 For the author does not reason, as de Wette supposes, from the mere 
“analogy of a will or testament.” —The course, moreover, pursued by Hofmann 
(Schrifibew. II. 1, p. 426 ff.), in order to manifest the non-existence of a logical 
inaccuracy, in that, namely, in the whole section, ver. 15 ff., he will have 
Siebyxn signify neither “covenant” nor ‘‘testament,” but throughout the 
whole only ‘‘ disposal” (Verfiigung), is, as also Delitzsch and Riehm (Lehrbegr. 
des Hebraerbr. p. 598, Obs.) acknowledge, an utter breakdown. See likewise the 
observations of Nickel in Reuter’s Repertor. 1858, Marz, p. 194f.—Nor will it 
do, with Kurtz, to set aside the logical inaccuracy, at which he takes so great 
offence that he thinks himself obliged to designate such inaccuracy, in case it 
were present, an ‘‘inexcusable confusion” (!), in taking not only at vv. 16, 17, 
but also in like manner at vv. 15, 18, the daé4en in the special sense of 
“‘establishing as heir.” For the connection with that which precedes (comp. 


vil. 22, vill, 6 ff,, ix. 1, 4) leads at vv. 15, 18 exclusively to the idea of a 
covenant. 
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without so much as noticing the logical inaccuracy which 
presents itself. The sense consequently is: where a testament 
or deed of bequest exists, there it is necessary, in order to give it 
validity (comp. toxver, ver. 17), that the death of the testator 
first be proved. The New Covenant, therefore, which Christ 
has established between God and man by His sacrificial death, 
the author here represents—in accordance with the figure of 
the «Anpovouta, ver. 15—as a testamentary disposition on the 
part of Christ, which, however, as such could only acquire 
validity, and put the heirs in possession of the blessings 
bequeathed to them, by means of the death of Christ. — 
Oavarov| emphatically preposed, while rod Scadepévov, upon 
which no emphasis falls, comes in at the end of the clause. — 
pépecOar] be declared or proved. Wrongly Grotius: the verb to 
be regarded as equivalent to cxspectart (“est enim exspectatio: 
onus quoddam”); Wittich: it denotes the being endwred on 
the part of the relatives; Carpzov, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Schulz, 
Kuinoel, Klee, Stein, Stengel, Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, 
2 Aufl. p. 428), and others, that it denotes nothing more 
than ensue or yiver@ar, ver. 15. 

Ver. 17. Confirmatory elucidation of ver. 16. The words 
of the verse are connected together as parts of a single 
statement. We have no right to break up the same, in 
such wise that dvaOyKcn yap éml vexpots BeBaia is made a 
parenthesis, and ésrel «.7.X. joined to ver. 16 (Hofmann). — 
emt vexpots| in the case of dead persons, i.e. only wpou condition 
that the author of the daOn«n is dead, or has died. — BeBaia} 
firm or inviolable (comp. 1. 2), inasmuch, namely, as, after 
the death of the testator has supervened, the abrogation or 
alteration of the testament on his part is no longer possible. 
— pnrore] never. The making of pojrote equivalent to pnmrw 
or nondum (Vulgate, Faber Stapulensis, Erasmus, Luther, 
Schlichting, Bohme) is linguistically inadmissible. Oecu- 
menius, Theophylact, Lud. de Dieu, Heinsius, Bengel, Chr. 
Fr. Schmid, Lachmann, Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. 
p- 429), Delitzsch, and Ewald regard the word as an 
interrogative particle, which does not alter the sense, and 
might appear the preferable course, since, on the supposition 
of an assertory statement, the objective ov¥wote might have 
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been expected in place of the subjective pjore. Nevertheless, 
elsewhere too, with later authors, the placing of the subjective 
negation is not at all rare after ée/, when it introduces an 
objectively valid reason. See Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 447; 
Buttmann, Gramm. des neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 304. —- toyver] 
se. SsaOnKn, not 6 Svabépevos (Peirce). 

Vv. 18-22. The first dvaO7xn also was not inaugurated 
without blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no 
remission under the Mosaic law. 

Ver. 18. “O0ev] wherefore, sc. because, according to vv. 
16,17, a dcaOnxen becomes valid only through the intervention 
of death. To enclose vv. 16, 17 within a parenthesis, and 
refer back 6@ev to ver. 15 (Zachariae, Morus, Storr, Heinrichs, 
Conybeare, Bisping), is arbitrary. — ovdé] the augmenting: 
not even. —% mpwtn] the first, or Old Testament, sc. SuaOjen. 
Erroneously do Wetstein and Koppe (in Heinrichs) supplement 
oKnvyn. — éykexalivictar] was inaugurated, ve. introduced in 
a valid manner. The verb occurs in the N. T. only here and 
2G AUR 

Vv. 19, 20. Historic proof for the assertion, ver. 18, with 
a free reference to Ex. xxiv. 3-8.— Kata tov vopor] is taken 
by Schlichting, Calov, Jac. Cappellus, Seb. Schmidt, Bengel, 
Storr, Bohme, Bleek, Bisping, a/., along with maons évtoNijs: 
“every precept according to the law, ae. as it was contained 
in the law.” So already the Vulgate: lecto enim omni 
mandato legis. But against this construction the absence of 
the connecting article and the strangeness of the preposition 
kata. Rightly, therefore, have Oecumenius, Faber Stapu- 
lensis, Erasmus, Vatablus, Calvin, Beza, Grotius, Wittich, 
Braun, Schulz, Kuinoel, Klee, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Alford, 
Maier, Moll, Hofmann, and others referred xata tov vopov to 
AadnOetons. Only we must not explain, as is ordinarily 
done, “in accordance with the commandment received of 
God,” but the sense is: after, in accordance with the law 
received of God, every precept had been proclaimed by Moses 
to the whole people. The standard for the proclamation of 
the évrodai was the vdmos, since it contained these évronral, — 
mavTt TO X1@| Ex. xxiv. 3 stands only Sinyijoato TO ad. 
But vavré resulted from the dmexpiOn S& was 6 dads there 
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immediately following. — xai trav tpayav] and of the goats. 
Of goats slain in sacrifice the underlying narrative of Exodus 
says nothing. Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Bengel, 
Bohme, and others therefore suppose that the author had in 
view the burnt-offerings mentioned before the thank-offerings 
of oxen, Ex. xxiv. 5; inasmuch as, according to Ley. i. 10 ff, 
im 25 fax 2, 3,,.Num. vi. 10,11, vil 27, rams andche- 
goats, as well as other smaller animals, might be selected for 
burnt - offerings. Nevertheless, it is also possible that, as 
conjectured by Bleek, de Wette, and Bisping, there was 
present to the mind of the author that sacrifice of bullocks 
and goats already referred to, vv. 12, 13, which the high 
priest was to offer on the great day of atonement. — pera 
UdaTos Kal épiov Koxkivov Kat bacwtov| along with water and 
crimson wool and hyssop. With regard to this also, nothing 
is stated in the corresponding passage of Exodus. But all 
three things are elsewhere mentioned in connection with 
legally enjoined aspersions for purification, Comp. Num. 
xix. 6,17f.; Lev. xiv. 2 ff, 49 ff In accordance therewith, 
a mixture of fresh spring water in some cases with the ashes 
of the red heifer, in others with the blood of a slain bird, was 
prescribed in the case of aspersions which were appointed for 
the cleansing of one defiled by contact with a corpse or by 
leprosy. In lke manner, according to the passages above 
referred to, hyssop (2%, comp. on this plant, Winer, Bil. 
Realworterd. Bd. Il. 2 Aufl. p. 819 f.) and crimson wool. 
With the latter the hyssop stem was probably bound round, 
and this served as a brush for sprinkling the blood. Comp, 
this use of hyssop in Ex. xii. 22. adro te 7d BuBAiov Kal 
TavtTa Tov Aaoyv épavticer] he sprinkled as well the book itself 
as also the whole people. to BuBrtov is the BuBrAlov ths 
ScaOnnns, Ex. xxiv. 7. Of a sprinkling likewise of this book 
of the covenant, nothing, however, is told us in Exodus, It 
has therefore been proposed, by way of removing the difference, 
to make 7d 8i8d/ov still dependent upon the preceding AaBaw, 
So, after the precedent of the Coptic and Armenian versions, 
Grotius, Wittich, Surenhus, Cramer, Bengel, Michaelis, Storr, 
Morus, Ewald, and others. But the «ai following BiBdtov 
renders this impossible. or the setting aside of this cai by 
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pronouncing it spurious (Colomesius, Valckenaer), or by the 
assumption of a pleonasm (so ordinarily), is an act of violence; 
while we are prevented from placing it, with Bengel and Ewald, 
in correspondence with the nat, ver. 21, as “et... et vero,” 
or “non modo... vero etiam,’—apart from the clumsiness 
of construction thus arising, and leaving out of considera- 
tion the inconvenient &é,—by the twice occurring of the 
verb épdvticev, vv. 19 and 21.—-dvta tov adv] LXX. 
ver. 8: AaBav 8 Maivofs 16 aiva xaternédace tod aod. 
Schlichting: Omnem autem populum conspersisse dicitur, 
quia qui ex proxime astantibus conspersi fuerant, universi 
populi personam hac in parte gessere, ita ut totus populus 
conspersus fuisse censeretur. — épavticev] sc. for consecration 
and purification. . 

Ver. 20. Ex. xxiv. 8, LXX.: cat elev’ (S00 To aiua rhs 
SiaOynxns, Hs SvéBeTo KUptos mpos twas mepl TavTav THY 
ACyor TovTwY.— 1s évetelAaTo Mmpds tpuas 6 Oeds] Bengel: 
“praecepit mihi, ut perferrem ad vos.” 

Ver. 21 adds to that mentioned vv. 19, 20, not a simul- 
taneous fact, but only something occurring later. For when 
the law was proclaimed by Moses, and the people promised 
to observe the same, the tabernacle had not yet an existence. 
Ex. xl, where we have the account of the erection and 
inauguration of the tabernacle, only an anointing of the taber- 
nacle and its vessels with oil is enjoined, not a sprinkling 
thereof with blood. Comp. ibid. ver. 9. Similarly in Leviticus, 
a sprinkling indeed with blood (vill. 15, 19, 24) is supposed in 
regard to the altar; in regard to the tabernacle and its furni- 
ture, on the other hand, only an anointing (viii. 10 ff.). It is 
possible, however, that Jewish tradition preserved more precise 
details, At least mention is made by Josephus also (Antig. 
il. 8. 6) of an aspersion of the tabernacle and its furniture, 
on the part of Moses, with blood. — Erroneously, for the rest 
(on account of the aorist), do Owen, Seb. Schmidt, Wittich, 
Cramer, and others find mentioned, ver. 21, in place of the 
one act of Moses, a sprinkling enjoined by the law of Moses, 
and occurring at different fixed periods, in connection with 
which the majority will have the sprinkling which is made on 
the great Day of Atonement, Lev. xvi. 14 ff, to be meant, — 


CHAP. IX. 22. oh 


kat... 6é] but also. Luke ii. 35; John viii. 16, al. — ra 
oxetn Ths NecTovpyias| the vessels designed for sacred use, 

Ver. 22. Confirmation of the special historic facts adduced 
vv. 19-21, by the general rule, which throughout the whole 
domain of Mosaic law was recognised as, with hardly any 
exception, of binding obligation. — cyedov] almost, nearly 
(Acts xi. 44, xix. 26), does not belong to év aiwate (Bengel, 
Bohme). Still less is it to be joined to xa@apiferas, as is 
done by Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, and Primasius, 
who, in opposition to the cohesion with that which precedes 
and follows, will find the thought expressed that the purifica- 
tion accomplished in accordance with the law is only a partial, 
bodily one, and thus only imperfect, since it is not able to 
cancel sins. It belongs logically to wdvta. The author, how- 
ever, does not write xal év aiwate cxedov TavtTa Kabapiferat, 
but, on the contrary, prefixes oyeddv to the whole clause, in 
order to imply that the limitation contained in this expression 
extends to both members of the clause. The sense is conse- 
quently: and one must almost say that all things are according 
to the law purified with blood, and that without the shedding 
of blood no remission takes place. So, rightly, Bleek, Winer, 
Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 514 f.; Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p- 500; Alford, Maier, Hofmann, and Woerner. As concerns 
the thought, Grotius in his day aptly refers us to the saying 
of the Talmud (tract. Joma, fol. 5. 1; Menachoth, fol. 93. 2): 
D732 NDS M232 [S, non est expiatio nisi per sanguinem. The 
conceding, moreover, of the existence of single exceptions, by 
virtue of cyedoy, finds its justification, as regards the first 
half of the clause, in Ex. xix. 10; Lev. xv. 5 ff, 27, xvi. 26, 28, 
xxii. 6; Num. xxxi, 22-24; as regards the second half, in 
Ley. v. 11-13. — ravta] all universally (men as well as 
things), which as Levitically impure has need of cleansing. 
Wrongly Peirce and Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 563): 
all the furniture and utensils of the sanctuary. — cata Tov 
vouov| in conformity with the law, v.c.s0 soon as the norm 
fixed by the Mosaic law is taken into account. The addition 
Kata Tov vouov is likewise to be supplied in thought to the 
second member of the clause. — aipatexyvaia] a word not 
elsewhere met with in Greek literature. What is meant is 
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not specially the pouring out of the blood upon the altar (de 
Wette, Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 435, al.), but in 
general, the blood-shedding by the slaying of sacrificial animals 
(Bleek, Delitzsch, Maier, Kurtz, Hofmann, Comm. p. 363). — 
adecus] renvission, sc. of the guilt incurred. 

Vv. 28-28. If the earthly sanctuary needed to be cleansed 
and consecrated by such things as these, there was required of 
necessity for the dedication of the heavenly sanctuary a more 
excellent sacrifice. This Christ has presented in the end of 
the world by means of His sin-cancelling sacrificial death ; 
and at His return, which is now to be expected for the salva- 
tion of those that hope in Him, no repetition of His sacrifice 
will be required. 

Ver. 23. The first of the two statements dependent on 
avayKn ovv (Ta pev... kaBapifer Oat) is deduced as a necessary 
consequence from vv. 18—22, while then the second statement 
(avra 5é x,7.r.) is derived as a necessary postulate from the 
first, and in such manner a return is effected to the necessity 
for the death of Christ, already shown at vv. 16, 17, in order 
to set forth the same on a fresh side. The necessity of the 
first-mentioned fact of ver. 23 is evident from the norm 
instanced, which is of validity in the domain of the Mosaic 
law; the necessity of that last mentioned, from the difference 
between the Christian and the Judaic. The main thought, 
however, lies in the second half of the clause, to which the 
first forms logically only the bridge. — odv] sc. because blood 
is so necessary a means for expiation and consecration. — 
avaykn odv| it is then needful. To dvadyxn obdv we have to 
supplement éoriv, not, with Faber Stapulensis, Ebrard, Bloom- 
field, Delitzsch, Alford, Moll, Kurtz, and others, #v. For 
although the author has only one special fact in mind in 
connection with both members of the sentence, yet, as is 
shown by the plural Ovolais, he capresses himself universally; 
because he is reasoning from the inner necessity, as this is 
presupposed by the state of the matter itself. — Ta pév t7o- 
Selypata Tov ev Tols otpavois tovTos KabapifecOar, ata Sé 
K.T..| that the copy, indeed, of that which is in heaven should 
be purified with these, but the heavenly place itself with better 
sacrifices than these, i.e. for the characteristically Judaic the 
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means of expiation and consecration are necessarily determined 
in accordance with the norm specified in the Mosaic law; but 
since Judaic and Christian are distinguished from each other 
as the mere copy of the heavenly place and the heavenly 
place itself, so of necessity must the means of expiation and 
consecration in the Christian domain be a more excellent one 
than in the Judaic.— By td év rots odpavots and ta 
évovpavia we have to understand neither the heavenly 
possessions (Seb. Schmidt, Wolf, Rambach, and others), nor 
yet the Christian Church and its members (Zeger, Estius, Corn. 
a Lapide, Calov, Bohme, Stengel, al.; comp. also Tholuck). 
Still less can these expressions denote: “that which, where 
God is essentially present, brings with it His relation to the 
Church, 2.¢. first, His dwelling with it,—namely, in that the 
glorified human nature of Christ is the dwelling for the whole 
fulness of the divine nature; secondly, the human nature, in 
its consecration to God, in which Christ presents and offers it 
up to the Father; and thirdly, the place where God’s wrath 
against human sin meets with expiatory satisfaction, by which 
it is averted,—thus Christ, who, as the propitiation for our 
sins, stands between the Church and its God” (Hofmann, 
Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 436 ff. [comp. also Owen]). Rather 
is the heavenly sanctuary specially meant thereby, as is evident 
rom ver. 24, For in ver. 24 the meaning of dyva is supposed 
to be already known from ver. 23; inasmuch, namely, as déyea 
is there almost accentless, while all the emphasis is laid upon 
the adjectives yespomolnta, etc. In accordance with this, 
too, is determined the meaning of Ta trodelypata Tov év 
Tos ovpavots as the earthly sanctuary, inasmuch as it was 
the imperfect imitation or copy of the former, as accordingly 
already, at viii. 5, the Levitical sanctuary had been characterized 
as Umdderypa Kal oxida TeV éroupaviov, The plural ta vao- 
Seiypara is placed, just because the author has already before 
his mind, in ver. 23, the plural ra Gyia, ver. 24. Thus, then, 
the first clause of ver. 23 has respect to the special fact already 
brought forward at ver. 21, whereas the second clause receives 
its elucidation by means of the special fact of which mention 
is made at ver. 24. — rovrtous] by such things as these, te. 
by blood of slain animals, and similar means of purifying, 
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which belong to the earthly sanctuary; to which general 
rubric, also, the ashes of the red heifer mentioned at ver. 13, 
but not here coming under consideration, belong. With 
marvellous inversion of the sense, Paulus: “to be declared 
pure for these, i.e. the Israelites.” — xkaapifeo@ar| is passive. 
Arbitrarily is it taken as a middle by Heinrichs, who will 
have #uas supplemented as object. Against this the tenor of 
the foregoing verse is in itself decisive. The notion of being 
purified is not, it is true, applicable to the second clause, adta 
dé Ta éroupavia «.7.X. For the heavenly sanctuary is removed 
from contact with the sinful world; it has no need, therefore, 
of an expiation or purification." We are warranted, however, 
in supplying in thought, without any hesitation, from «a0api- 
feo Oat, a kindred verb to the second member of the sentence, 
by the assuming of a zeugma. But since now, in accordance 
with that which precedes, the ca@aifecOar is an idea which 
entirely subordinates itself to the idea of the éyxawifeuv, 
ver. 18, the former having only the design of the latter, we 
shall best extract from the notion of being purified, in the first 
clause, the notion of being consecrated to the service of Cod, 


1 Otherwise, indeed, do Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrderbr. p. 542 ff.), 
Alford, Moll, and Kurtz decide. According to Delitzsch, the meaning of the 
author is: ‘‘The supra-terrestrial Holy of Holies, i.e. the uncreated eternal 
heaven of God, although unsullied light in itself, had need of a xadapiferdus, in 
so far as the light of love towards mankind had there been, so to speak, out- 
glowed and eclipsed by the fire of wrath at that which was sinful; and the 
heavenly tabernacle, ze. the place of His glorious self-manifestation in love, a 
self-manifestation for men and angels, had need of a xabupiferb«s, in so far as 
men had rendered this spot, from the beginning designed for them, too, 
inaccessible on account of sin, and thus had first to be transformed into the 
accessible place of manifestation of a God graciously disposed towards men. As 
well with regard to +% dy as with regard to ray cxavqy, thus to r& txovpduic 
altogether, there was need of a taking away of the action of human sin upon it, 
and a taking away of the divine reaction against sin, the wrath, or, what is 
the same thing, a changing of the same into love.” [Similarly also Whithy, 
M‘Lean, and Stuart.]— Not less far-fetched and foreed upon the context is 
that which Bleek, following the precedent of Akersloot, regards as probable. 
According to this view, to which Woerner assents, an objective xadapiZzcbos of 
the heavenly sanctuary, after the analogy of the passages Luke x. 18, John 
xii. 31, Acts xii. 7-9, was thought of, ‘‘in accordance with which Satan with 
his angels is, after the death and exaltation of the Saviour, cast forth out of 
heaven, and thus deprived of all influence which he might exert there as accuser 
of men in the presence of God, or for the destruction of the blessedness of the 
inhabitants of heaven.” 
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for the second clause, understanding this consecration of the 
heavenly sanctuary of the opening up of the access to the 
same, effected through the blood of Christ (comp. x. 19, 20). 
—Kpettrocw vata] The plural is chosen, although the 
author is thinking exclusively of the death of Christ, on 
account of the universal form of discourse, ver. 23, as a plural 
of the category (de Wette). False the interpretation of Grotius 
and Stengel: in addition to the sacrificial death of Christ, the 
sufferings of believers, together with their prayers and works of 
love (xiii. 15, 16), are thought of; and in like manner Paulus: 
the sacrifices of Jesus and all Christians for the good which per- 
tains to duty; but false, also, the explanation of Beza: the 
fact 1s hinted at that the one sacrifice of Christ is instead of 
many. — On wapa with the comparative, see at i. 4. 

Ver. 24. Confirmatory justification of a’ta ta éroupdma, 
ver. 23, by the proof that in reality the heavenly sanctuary is 
that consecrated by the sacrifice of Christ. Wrongly is it 
assumed by Delitzsch, that at ver. 24 the indispensable require- 
ment of better sacrifices for the heavenly world is proved 
from the actual nature of the one rendered and presented to God. 
For the argument passes over to the character of Christ’s 
sacrifice, as offered once for all, only at ver. 25.— ov yap eis 
xetpoTrointa drywa eionrOev Xpioros] for Christ entered not into 
a holy place (i.e. most holy place, see at ver. 8) made with 
hands (ver. 11). — yecporro/nra] as the main idea emphatically 
preposed. — avtituta Tov adnOwar] a copy of the true (vili. 2), 
veal one. avtitvma denotes neither the copy of a copy, as is 
supposed by Bleek, after the precedent of Michaelis, ad Peire., 
Cramer, Chr. Fr. Schmid, upon the presupposition that the 
author already thought of the tvzros, viii. 5, as a mere copy of 
the original; nor is it to be taken as equivalent to the 
simple tv7os, as is done by Chrysostom, Theophylact, Jac. 
Cappellus, Schlichting, Grotius, Wolf, Carpzov, and others. 
What is meant is the corresponding image, ve. the copy or 
imitation, formed after the proportions of the tvzos or pattern, 
which God had shown to Moses (comp. viii. 5). The expres- 
sion, therefore, is of essentially the same import as d7rodeuypa, 
viii. 5, ix. 23.—4AN els adtov Tov odpaver] but into heaven 


_ uself, into the heavenly Holy of Holies, where the throne of 
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God itself exists, in opposition to the earthly Most Holy Place, 
not to the heavenly fore-tabernacle, ver. 11. — viv éudavicPjvat 
TO TpocaTr@ Tod Oeod brép Hpav] now to appear before the face 
of God on our behalf (as our advocate, and intent upon our 
salvation, comp. vii. 25).— viv] now, after He has obtained 
His abiding dwelling-place in heaven.— Before the face of 
God. In this respect, too, a pointing to the exaltedness of 
Christ, the heavenly high priest. For, according to Ex. 
Xxxiii. 20, no man could continue to live who had seen the 
face of God; on which account also the earthly high priest 
might not even enter the earthly Holy of Holies until this had 
first been filled with the smoke of the altar of incense, and in 
this way the typical presence of God there existing had been 
veiled from his glance. Comp. Lev. xvi. 12, 13. 

Vy. 25-28. Renewed (comp. vii. 27, 28, ix. 12) emphasiz- 
ing of the manifestation once for all (and thus the full suffi- 
ciency) of the sacrifice of Christ. 

Ver. 25. Ovd€] nor yet, sc. etcArOev eis Tov ovpavoy,— 
mpoogpéepey éavtov] denotes not the presentation of Himself 
with His blood before God in the heavenly Holy of Holies 
(Bohme, Bleek, Delitzsch, Alford, Kurtz, and others; comp. 
also Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréierbr. p. 474), but the offering 
of Himself as a sacrifice upon earth. The sense is: Christ 
entered into the heavenly Holy of Holies, not that He might 
presently leave it again, in order afresh to offer Himself as a 
sacrifice upon earth. —o dpysepeds] the Levitical high priest. 
— ta ayia] the earthly Holy of Holies. — év aipats addotpiv} 
with blood not his own. — addoTpie] opposition to éavrov. 

Ver. 26. Proof of the necessity that Christ’s sacrifice should 
take place only once for all, from the non-reasonableness of 
the opposite. For if the sacrifice of Christ sufficed not once 
for all for the cancelling of sin, He must oftentimes in suc- 
cession—because no generation of mankind, so long as the 
world has endured, has been free from sin—have undergone 
death since the beginning of the world. But now, seeing this 
is contrary to reason, the matter stands in reality quite other- 
wise. From this reasoning it is evident that the author 
supposed an expiation of the sins of all the earlier generations 
of mankind too, by virtue of the sacrificial death of Christ. 
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An erroneous statement of the connection of thought is given 
by Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, p. 441), Delitzsch, and Alford. 
See, on the other hand, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 552, 
Obs. — érret] since otherwise, alioquin. Comp. 1 Cor. v. 10, 
vil. 14, al. — eee adrov rodraxis rabeiv] it were needful that 
He should often suffer.—On dee without dv, see Winer, 
Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 266.—7a@ety specially of the suffering 
of death, as xii. 12.— amd KataBorgRs Kocpov] from the 
foundation or creation of the world onwards (comp. iv. 3), te. 
here: so long as there are men in the world. —vvvi 8é] as 
vili. 6, in the logical sense: but now. Opposition to émel «.7.2. 
— émi cuvtereig THY aidver] in the end of the ages, periods of 
time. Antithesis to avo xataBorjs Kxoopov, and equivalent 
in signification to és’ éoydrouv Tév jpepav TovTwY, 1.1. Comp. 
also €v TH cuvtedeia Tov aiwvos, Matt. xiii. 40, 49.— els 
abétnow dpaptias dia THs Ovolas adrod] for the cancelling of 
sin by His sacrifice. These words belong together. The 
conjoining of dvd THs Ovcias av’Tod with mepavépwras, which 
has been preferred by Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Carpzov, 
Heinrichs, Schulz, Bohme, Tholuck, and others, is, in connec- 
tion with the right determination of the sense of the verb 
(vid. infra), harsh and unnatural, and not at all justified by 
the alleged analogon: 6 éA@av &¢ datos Kal aipatos, 1 John 
v. 6. Tholuck’s objection, however, that drwaf&... aidvev 
is antithetically opposed to the «a7 évavrTdv, ver. 25, and 
mepavépwrat oid THs Ovoias to the eloépyetas év aipate 
adrotpie, does not apply, inasmuch as the second clause of 
ver. 26 forms the antithesis to the first clause of that verse, 
but not to ver. 25; on which account also éwel... Koopov 
is not, with Beza, Mill, Griesbach, Carpzov, Schulz, Bloomfield, 
and others, to be enclosed within a parenthesis. — No emphasis 
for the rest falls upon the personal pronoun employed with 
@volas, in such wise that the sense would be: by the sacrifice 
of Himself (so Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, in their translations, 
Piscator, Jac. Cappellus, Owen, Limborch, Schulz, Heinrichs, 
Bohme, Stuart, Stengel, Tholuck, Ebrard, Conybeare, and 
others). It means simply: by His sacrifice (Bleek, de Wette), 
so that not avrovd, but avrod is to be written. The contrast 
between His own blood and the blood of other victims was 
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already sufficiently brought out afresh at ver. 25. — wepavépw- 
rat] He has been manifested, vc. He has appeared or come forth 
before the sight of men upon earth. Comp. 1 Pet. i. 20; 
1 John iii. 5, 8; also Col. iii 4; 1 John ii, 28; 1 Pet. v. 4 
[1 Tim. iii. 16]. To explain the expression of the appearing 
before God, and to make it of like import with éupamcOjvar 
TS Tpocwn@ Tod Geod, ver. 24 (Jac. Cappellus, Heinrichs, 
Schulz, al.), is forbidden alike by the absence of the, in that 
case indispensable, addition 7@ Oed, as by the é« devrépou 
opOnaerar, ver. 28, corresponding as it does to the weda- 
vépwrat. 

Vv. 27, 28. Further («ai) enforcement of the aa, ver. 26, 
by means of an analogy. As death is appointed to men once 
for all, they, after having once suffered death, do not need to 
die again, but after death nothing more follows for them but 
the judgment ; so also Christ has once for all offered up Himself 
for the cancelling of sin; at His return He will not again 
have to offer Himself for the cancelling of sin, but He will 
return once again, only to put the believers in possession of 
the everlasting salvation. — xa@ décor] inasmuch as [ef. vii. 20], 
is not entirely synonymous with xaos, which one might have 
expected on account of the following ovtws, and which Grotius 
and Braun conjecture to have been the original reading; for, 
whereas xa@s would express the bare notion of comparison, this 
contains at the same time an indication of cause. The indica- 
tion of cause, however, has reference merely to dwak atrodaveiv, 
to which then the dra& mpoceveyGeis, ver. 28, corresponds ; 
but not likewise, as Kurtz maintains,’ to the addition pera dé 
TovTO Kpicows, since to this an element of dissimilarity is opposed 
at ver. 28. The sense is: inasmuch as men, regarded generally, 
have only once to undergo death, so also Christ, since He was 
herein entirely like unto His brethren, could not die more than 
once. — amdxevtav] is appointed (in the decree of God). Comp. 
Col. i.5; 2 Tim. iv. 8. The verb originally of that which 

1 According to Kurtz, the resurrection and ascension of Christ is then to be 
thought of as the result of the zpios on Christ’s part. But where is ever in the 
N. T. the resurrection and ascension of Christ presented from the point of view 
of a judgment exercised on Him? And how could it be expected of the reader, 


without further indication, that he should derive so strange a conception from 
the words of vy. 28, 29? 
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has been laid aside, and so lies ready for future use. — dmraf 
aTroOaveiv] to die a single time, or once for all. Comp. 
Sophocles in Stobaeus, ii. 120: @aveiv yap ov eeats Tois 
avtotot Sis.— Calvin: Si quis objiciat, bis quosdam esse 
mortuos, ut Lazarum et similes (comp. Heb. xi. 35), expedita 
est solutio, apostolum hic de ordinaria hominum conditione 
disputare: quin etiam ab hoc ordine eximuntur, quos subita 
commutatio corruptione exuet (comp. Heb. xi. 5).—— peta 68 
TovTO Kpicts] sc. aTroKeLTaL, Not éotiv or éotat. Whether, for 
the rest, the «pious is thought of by the author as ensuing 
immediately after the death of each individual (Jac. Cappellus, 
Kurtz, al.), or as a later act coinciding only with the general 
resurrection of the dead (Bengel, Bleek, Tholuck, Bisping, 
Delitzsch, Maier, al.), the elastic wera Todro affords us no inti- 
mation. — xpicu] judgment, is to be taken quite generally. 
Wrongly is it understood by Schulz (and so also Bohme) spe- 
cially of the judgment unto punishment or unto condemnation, 
in that he supposes—erroneously, because at variance with the 
absolute Tots av@peo1s—two different classes of men (those 
to be punished and those to be blessed) to be opposed to each 
other in vv. 27, 28. [Yet comp. John v. 24.] 

Ver. 28. “Ara£ mpoceveydels| once offered (by the suffering 
of death). Chrysostom: tio tivos mpoceveyfets ; bp éEavtod 
dnrovott. Wrongly (comp. éavrov, vv. 25, 14) Delitzsch: 
in connection with the passive mpoceveyeis we have “to think 
of the violence proceeding from the human and demoniac 
power, which Christ endured, in order to become the 1poadopa 
for the propitiation of mankind ;” Kurtz and Hofmann: w7o 
Tod Oeod is to be supplemented, which, accordingly, is inter- 
preted by Kurtz into the signification of the “sending of the 
Son into the world, in behoof of the vicarious atoning for sin 
by means of His sacrificial death ;” by Hofmann: into a “being 
brought to that place where He was to be at the disposal of 
Him who had ordained Him to be an expiatory sacrifice for 
sins.” The words dra& mpoceveyGels correspond to the drag 
amoaveiv, ver. 27, and mpocevexyfe’s forms a paronomasia 
with the following dveveyxeiv: borne as a sacrifice, that He 
might bear away, dargebracht, wm fortzwbringen [odlatus ut 
auferret], For dveveyxetv denotes not the bearing up (and 
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fastening) to the cross (Jac. Cappellus, Calov, Wolf, Bengel, 
and others, after 1 Pet. ii. 24, where, however, él To EvNov 
is employed with it), or the substitutionary bearing (Augustine, 
de pece. mer. i. 28; Estius, Seb. Schmidt, Bohme, de Wette, 
Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 544f.; Alford, Maier, Conybeare, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, 
M‘Caul, Hofmann, and others, in accordance with the significa- 
tion of the verb, Isa. lili. 12, LXX.: adrés duaptias modr@v 
avyveyxe, an utterance which certainly may have been before 
the mind of the author at the time of his writing this passage), 
or the offering wp of the sins, as it were, as a sacrifice (Peshito, 
Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Michaelis); but the 
expiation of sins, conceived under the form of the result imme- 
diately of necessity attaching itself thereto, 2. the putting 
away of sins, in such wise that it takes up again the idea 
expressed by els a@étrnow dpaptias, ver. 26, and becomes 
identical with ddarpety aduaptias, x. 4. From a linguistic 
point of view this interpretation encounters no difficulty 
(against Delitzsch and others), since the avd in aveveyxeiv was 
employed not otherwise than, eg., very frequently the ava in 
avatpetv. How easily the notion of bearing in dépew could 
pass over into that of bearing away or doing away with, is 
shown in the kindred verb Baorafew, which is unquestionably 
used, Matt. viii. 17, John xx. 15, in the sense of auferre. 
Comp. also Galen, de compos. medicam. 2: swpas te Oeparever 
Kal uTomia Bactaver.— Torr] here too, as ii. 10 and often 
(see p. 122), lays stress only on the notion of multitude or 
plurality, without regard to the question whether this plurality 
constitutes the totality of mankind or not. —é« devtépou 
opOyoetat] shall appear the second time before the eyes of men, 
namely, at His Parousia. According to Bleek, there arises a 
difficulty from the words, if we explain rpoceveyOeis of the 
death suffered upon earth, and not, with him, of an action 
accomplished in heaven, only after the resurrection, Imasmuch 
as in the former case Christ already appeared in a visible form 
the second time after His resurrection. But such difficulty 
does not at all present itself in connection with that applica- 
tion of mpoceveyOels either. For é« Sevtépov ofOjoetar can 
only be understood of a second appearing in a visible form 
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upon earth; when, however, Christ after His resurrection 
appeared again to His disciples, He had not yet left the earth ; 
those manifestations of the risen Christ before His ascension 
belonged consequently to His first visible coming forth upon 
earth. — ywpis dpaptias] forms the opposition to es 7d 
TOAA@Y aveveyKeiy apyaptias, is therefore to be interpreted 
after the analogy of these words. (Erroneously Bleek, accord- 
ing to whom ywpis duaptias forms the opposition to es 
abérnow apaptias Sia Ths Ovoias a’tod mepavépwrat, ver. 26.) 
Christ has once offered Himself up for the expiation of the 
sins of men; when He returns to earth the second time, He 
will not once more have to do with the expiation of human 
sin, but He will, apart from sin, or free from all relation to sin, 
appear to bring the cwrnpla to the believers. Free from the 
guilt and punishment of sin, Christ has already rendered His 
believers by means of His sacrificial death at His first appear- 
ing upon earth. Positively, He will bless them with salvation 
at His return. To combine ywpis dpaptias with ois 
amexdexouévors by means of an hyperbaton (so Faber 
Stapulensis and Grotius) is grammatically impossible. The 
sense, however, cannot be either, as the Irvingites will, that 
Christ Himself will be free from sin at His second appearing, 
in opposition to the lust which they suppose to have attached 
to Him during His first appearing; for that Christ during this 
period too, notwithstanding all the temptation to which He 
was subject, was free from sin, the author certainly distinctly 
asserts at iv. 15. Incorrectly also does Bleek—after the 
example of Theodore of Mopsuestia (70 yap yopis dpaptias 
TOUTO A€yel, OTL i) KPaTOVENS ETL THS ApapTias ovTwW 
kai abtis é&m ravtos avOpwrivov TaOovs opbijcetar TOTe) 
and of Theodoret (ovxéte THs duaptias Kpatovons, avTt 
Tod yopav ovKéts eyovons Kata Tov avOpoTrwY Tis apapTias) 
—take yopis daptias as equivalent in signification to py 
ovens dpaptias, so that the sense would be: “at the return of 
Christ sin will no longer be present, at least in the domain to 
which the operation of the Redeemer will relate” Even ina 
grammatical respect this application of the words is inadmis- 
sible, since ywpls dwaptias must stand in relation to the 
subject in dpOjoeras, thus cannot be torn away from this 
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reference by being made equivalent to an independent parti- 
cipial clause. But also the thought thence arising would be 
encumbered with difficulty, as Bleek himself admits, by the 
addition of “at least,’ etc, although Bleek has sought to 
justify it. Additional misinterpretations of ywpis dpuaptias 
are met with in other writers. Thus it is supposed to mean: 
without, again vicariously laden with the sins of men, being 
made sin (2 Cor. v. 21) for them (Oecumenius, Theophylact, 
Clarius, Akersloot, Wolf, Carpzov, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Heinrichs, 
de Wette, Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebriierbr. p. 545, Obs.; Alford, Maier, Moll, and others), 
which is already refuted by the erroneousness of explaining 
the foregoing dveveyxety of the vicarious bearing of sins; with- 
out the punishment of sin (Klee, a/.); without the sufferings 
undertaken for sin (Tholuck) ; sine corporis, peccato obnoxil, 
mortalitate (Zeger) ; sine sacrificio pro peccato (Jac. Cappellus, 
Stuart, M‘Caul, and many); not as a sufferer for the guilt of 
others, but as the holy judge of the guilt of others (Ebrard, — 
Delitzsch ; similarly Stein and others), and so forth, all of 

which have the plain expression of the language against then. 
— els cwtnpiay] belongs to 6dOyjcerat, not, as it is true, upon 
the retention of the spurious addition (see the critical remark) 
dua mwiotews, it must be conjoined, to drexdeyouévors (so 
Primasius, Faber Stapulensis, Camerarius, Wolf, Klee, Paulus, 
Stein). For rots adrov arexdexyouévors contains a non-essential 
element of the statement, ver. 28 ; eis cwrnpiav, on the other 
hand, an essential element of the same. els cwrtnpiay, 
namely, is the positive nearer defining of the negative ywpls 
apaptias, and forms consequently, like the latter, an antithesis 
to eis TO TOANOY aveveyKeiy dyaptias. The whole clause, 
however, €« Sevtépov ... els owrtnpiav, corresponds to the 
second member of the clause, ver. 27: peta d€ TovTo Kplots. 
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Vor. 1 reads in the Recepta: Sxicv yap tozay 6 vomog réiv werrévrcay 
ayabay, oon uiThy Thy Sixdva Tov Tpaywaray, nar’ emauToy vals adrass 
buclass, &s apoopepovory sic +d invents, oddémore Obvare rods mpooEpyo- 
pevous reAc@ous, Instead thereof, Lachm. takes the words sxcy 

. Tpayueroy as an independent clause, placing a full stop after 
spaywarwy. He then, in the stereotype edition, omits the rela- 
tive before =poopépover,—while in the larger edition he has again 
added the a; of the Recepta before this verb,—places a comma 
after zpoopépovo, and writes duvayras in place of divara: This 
punctuation and form of the text given by Lachm. is in all 
essential respects to be unhesitatingly rejected. In connection 
with the breaking off of the opening words of the verse into an 
independent statement, éor/ must be supplemented to zyw». 
Such supplementing, however, would be altogether opposed to 
the linguistic character of the Epistle to the Hebrews; more- 
over, it would remain inexplicable, from the very brevity of the 
clause, how the participle ¢yav should come to be written for 
the finite tense zy, which naturally suggests itself. In addi- 
tion to this, the joining to that which precedes by means of yép 
would occasion a difficulty, and the clause following would 
become an asyndeton. Besides, this following clause, in the 
absence of any connecting relative, would not even comply with 
the laws of grammar. The relative before xpoopépovew is want- 
ing in A, 2, 7* 17, 47, Syr. utr. Arm., and A** 31, Syr. 
Philonex. then insert «/ before oddévorz. Instead of the Recepta 
as xpoogép. there is found, however, in D* L (2), 73, 137, in an 
ancient fragment with Matthaei, which Tisch., in the edit. vil. 
(corap. Pars I. p. exci.), has designated as N, with Theodoret, 
as well as in a MS. of Chrysostom and in the Latin version of D 
E: ais xpoopép., and the latter is preferred by Bleek, Tisch. and 
Alford. Yet the Recepta és, which is supported by C D*** 
E (?) Kx, the majority of the cursives, and many Fathers, is to 
be defended. Since the three words immediately preceding 
end in ass, és might easily also be changed into ai. The 
Recepta divaras, finally, is attested by D (* and ***) E K L, 
very many cursives, Vulg. It. Copt. a., Chrys. Theodoret (text), 
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Oecum. (comm.) al., while the plural édvavras (preferred also 
by Tisch. 1, and already placed by Griesbach upon the inner 
margin) is presented by A C D** x, about thirty cursives, Syr. 
al., Chrys. (codd.) Theodoret (comm. ?), Damasc. Theophyl. al. 
But the plural is devoid of sense, and can on that account be 
regarded only as a transcriber’s error, which was occasioned by 
the foregoing plural spocpépovon. — Ver. 2. “Exei ob% dy éxabouyro] 
Elz.: ére/ dv éxaboavro. Against the decisive authority of all 
uncial mss., of most cursives, vss. and Fathers. — The preference 
to the Recepta xexadaupmévoug is deserved by xexadapsomévous 
(approved by Grotius, Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, Delitzsch, Alford), 
as better attested. In favour of zexadapsouévovg pleads not 
only the testimony of D E Kx, 23** 37, 39, al., but also the 
form which in A C has arisen as a transcriber’s error from the 
same xexadepsowévous, Which latter Lachm. has adopted. — 
Ver. 6. Recepta here and ver. 8: «ddéxnous. Better attested, 
however, here (by A C D* E, the early fragment in Matth. al.) 
and ver. 8 (by A D* [E2], al., Cyr. Theodoret) is the reading, 
chosen by Lachm. Tisch. and Alford, as also approved by 
Delitzsch: 4%6éx%nous. — Ver. 8. In place of the Recepta duoiay 
xa) spoogopay, Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford rightly 
read the plural: ductus xui rpoopopés, in accordance with A C 
D* 8* 17, 23, 57, al., Vulg. It. Syr. Copt. Sahid. Arab. Erp. 
Cyril. Already commended to attention by Griesbach. The 
singular is a later change, with a view to its conformation to 
ver. 5.—In like manner we have, with Lachm. and Tisch., to 
delete +éy, which the Recepta adds before véuov, as not being 
found in A C,%, 37, 46, 71, 73, al., Sahid. Cyril, Chrys. Theo- 
doret. The insertion of the article was more easily possible 
than its rejection. — Ver. 9. rod rojo] Elz.: rod rorjous, 6 
ée6¢. Against AC D E K 8* 17, 39, 46, al. mult. It. Copt. al. 
6 $e65 1S a complementary addition from ver. 7. Rightly 
deleted by Griesbach, Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. 
Delitzsch, Alford, Reiche. — Ver. 10. Instead of the mere 6:¢ in 
the Recepta, Matthaei and Tisch. 2 and 7 read, after the precedent 
of the Edd. Complutens. Erasm. Colin. Stephan.: of d:d. 
Bloomfield places of within brackets. But of (sc. jymouévor) is 
wanting in A C D* E* x, 31, 47, al., Chrys. Theodoret, and owes 
its origin to an error of the eye, in that the termination omévor 
In jyaouéver gave vise to the writing of gow:y of.— In place of 
rod owmaros in the Recepta, D* E, with their Latin translation, 
have rod aiparos. Mistaken emendation, since rod cuparos, 
ver. 10, was chosen in manifest correspondence to the citation 
Caine OF xarnpriow wor, Ver. 5.— Inst Xpiorod] Hlz.: rod *Inood 
Xpiorot, But the article has against it the testimony of all the. 
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uncials, many cursives and Fathers, and is rightly rejected by 
Griesbach, Matthaei, Scholz, Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, 
Alford. — Ver. 11. Elz. Griesbach, Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2, 7, 
and 8, Bloomfield, Reiche read: r&> mtv ispetds. Defended 
also by Bohme, Tholuck, and Delitzsch. The preference, how- 
ever, is deserved by the reading: r&s wiv &pysepeds, which is 
furnished by A C, 51, 37, 46, al., Syr. utr. (yet in the Philonex. 
with an asterisk) Basm. Aeth. Arm. Theodoret (text), Cyril. 
Euthal. al., was already adopted in the Editt, Complut. Plantin. 
Genev., and more recently has been restored by Lachm. Bleek, 
Tisch. 1, and Alford. If the ordinary Levitical priests had been 
intended, oi ieps?; would, as is rightly observed by Bleek, have 
been written instead of wé&s¢ iepets, since each single Levitical 
priest had by no means daily to offer sacrifice. Less unsuitable, 
on the other hand, is the statement of the daily presentation of 
sacrifice in regard to the high priest, since that which was true 
of the Levitical priests in general could indeed be ascribed to 
the high priest as the head and representative of the same. In 
any case we have here, at the close of the argument, and 
because of the parallel with the person of Christ, to expect not 
so much the mention of the ordinary Jewish priest, as the 
mention of the Jewish high priest. The reading: vé piv 
iepedc, 18 therefore to be looked upon as a later correction, made 
on account of the following xaé’ juépuv, since this stood in 
apparent contradiction to wag py a&pxsepeds. — Ver. 12. ocdros 
6é| Elz. Matthaei, Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield: aird¢ 62 But 
odros 62 (recommended by Griesbach; adopted by Lachm. 
Bleek, Scholz, Tisch. 1 and 8, Alford, Reiche ; approved also by 
Delitzsch) is demanded by the preponderating authority of A C 
D* Ex, 67** 80, 116, al., Syr. utr. Arr. Copt. Basm. Aeth. Arm. 
It. Vule. al., Chrys. Cyr. Damasc. al. — Instead of the Fecepta : 
zy 6e€:¢, Lachm. had written in the stereotype edition: éx 
é¢&say, which, however, is only feebly attested by A, 31 (%* has 
gz de&sG, which by 8*** was changed into 2y de&i@). Rightly, 
therefore, has Lachm. returned in his larger edition to the 
Recepta. — Ver. 15. were yop rb sipnuévos| Elz. Matth. Scholz, 
Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield, Reiche: wer& yap rd rpoespnnévacs. 
Against decisive witnesses (A C D Ex, 17, 31, 47, al. m. Syr. 
utr. Arr. Copt. Basm. Aeth. It. Vulg. Chrys. Theoph. Ambrose, 
Sedul.). Already held suspected by Griesbach. — Ver. 16. Elz. 
Griesbach, Matthaei, Scholz, Tisch. 2 and 7, Bloomfield, Alford, 

Reiche: ga) ray Oravorav, after D** and *** E K L, most 
cursives and vss., Chrys. Theodoret, a/., Ambrose, al. On the 
other hand, A C D*x, 17, 31, 47, al., Vulg. (Amiat. Harlej.* 
Tolet.) have: év? rjy dsdévoray. Approved by Lachm. Bleek, 
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Tisch. 1 and 8, and probably the original reading. — Ver. 17. 
Elz. Matthaei, Scholz, Bloomfield: j«vy00%. More correctly, 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford, after A C D* Es* 17: 
wvnob4ooua, Which Griesbach has placed upon the inner 
margin. yvjcd% was carried over from viii. 12.— Ver. 22. 
Recepta: epparziouévo. After A C D* x* Lachm. writes: 
PEPUYTIOWEVOL, Tisch. and Alford: pepavrscmevor, — Ver. 29. 
The words éy @ jyvsé0d are deleted by Lachm. in the stereo- 
type edition; but are rightly, since they are omitted only by 
A and Chrysostom, retained by him in the larger edition. — 
Ver. 30. The addition following drarodacw in the Recepta: 
réyer xbpsoc, is rejected by Tisch. 1, 2, and 8, after D* x* 17, 
23* 67** Vulg. It. Copt. Syr. Aeth. Arab. Erp. Ambr. Bede, 
and is regarded by Mill (Prolegg. 496), Bengel, Griesbach, and 
others as probably a gloss. Bloomfield encloses it within 
brackets. It is nevertheless protected by A D*** E K LN*** 
etc., Syr. Philonex. a/., and many Fathers. Rightly, therefore, 
has it been received again by Tisch. into the edit. vil. 
Delitzsch, Alford, and Reiche also have lately decided in favour 
of its genuineness. — The fecepta xipios xpive? we have, with 
Lachm. Tisch. and Alford, after A D E K s* 31, 73, al., Vulg. 
It. Syr. utr. Aeth. Theodoret (semel), to transpose into xpive7 
xvprog. Bleek and Delitzsch read, after D E, 55, 71, Vulg. It. 
Theodoret (sem.): és xpsve7 xupsos. Quite similarly, LXX. 
Deut. xxxii. 36; Ps. exxxv. 14.— Ver. 34. roi deousorc] Thus 
we have to read, with Griesbach, Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. 
Delitzsch, Alford, Reiche, and others, after A D* [as Cod. B 
breaks off at ix. 14, so also x. 24-xii. 15 is wanting in Cod. C] 
47, 67** 73, al., Syr. utr. Arab. Erpen. Copt. Arm. Vulg. Chrys. 
Antioch. Damasc. Theodoret (comm.), Oecum. (comm.) Pelae. 
Ambrose, al. From ro7g decusorg arose, by a slip on the part 
of the copyist, sors 6¢cuo7s, which is found with Origen, Hzhort. 
ad martyr. 44, and to which the vinculis eorwm of the Latin 
translation in D E corresponds; while, then, ro% decuo%s was 
completed by means of a gloss into the Recepta, still defended 
by Matthaei, Bloomfield, M‘Caul, and Hofmann: +o7¢ decors 
wov (D*** E K LYS, etc.), in that Paul was regarded as the 
author of the epistle, and thus was found expressed an acknow- 
ledgment of the sympathy manifested by the Palestinian 
Christians towards himself during his imprisonment. — In that 
which follows, the reading: ye: auro7s, very strongly con- 
firmed by D E K L, almost sixty cursives, Chrys. Theodoret, 
Isidor. ili. 225, Damasc. Theoph., already adopted into the 
Editt. Complut. Erasm. 1, Steph. 1 and 2, and later preferred 
by Bengel, Griesbach, Matthaei, Knapp, Scholz, Tisch. 2 and i 
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Delitzsch, Alford, Reiche, is to be held the original one, inas- 
much as from this reading the rise, as well of the Recepta: 
exerv éy Ewurors (which, as it would seem, rests only upon a 
few cursives), as also of the reading afforded by Ax, four 
cursives, the early fragment in Matthaei, Vulg. It. al, and 
followed by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8: Zye tavrods, is to 
be explained. — The addition: éy odpavors after irapEw in the 
Recepta is wanting in A D* x* 17, in the early fragment with 
Matthaei in the text, in Copt. Aeth. Vulg. It., with Clem. Al. 
Bed., and stands with Theodoret only after wévovex». Elucidatory 
gloss, suspected by Mill (Prolegg. 1208) and Griesbach, rightly 
rejected by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford. — Ver. 35. 
Recepta : wicburodociay jeyaany With Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 
1, 7, and 8, Alford, we have to transpose into weydAny wioda- 
sodcciay, after A D EX, the early fragment in Matthaei, 73, 
116, al., Clem. Al. Orig. Eus. It. Vulg. Copt. al.— Ver. 38. 
The Recepta omits the wov, which is found in most mss. of the 
LXX. after sicrews. D* Syr. utr. Copt., the Latin version in 
D E, Eus. Theodoret (alic.), Cypr. Jerome have it after c/orews. 
On the other hand, it is found after dias in A&, Arm. Vulg., 
in the early fragment with Matthaei by the first hand, with 
Clem. Al. Eus. (alic.) Theodoret (alic.), Proc. Sedul. Bed. 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and Alford have adopted it at this latter 
place, and probably the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
so read, inasmuch as it is found with the LXX. at this place in 
Cod. A. 


Vv. 1-4. Presentation in a clearer light of the necessity 
for Christ’s offering Himself only once for the expiation of 
sins (ix. 25-28), by pointing to the ineffectiveness of the 
expiatory sacrifices continually repeated within the domain of 
Judaism. This constant repetition attests that sins are still 
ever present, as indeed a cancelling of sin by the blood of 
bullocks and of goats is impossible. 

Ver. 1. Establishment of the dra mpoceveyOels eis 70 
TOAA@Y aveveyKely apaptias, ix. 28, as being the main 
thought lying in ix. 25-28, by making good the opposite 
state of the case in the province of the O. T. theocracy: “For 
since the law contains only a shadow of the future good 
things, not the actual likeness of the things, it is not able by 
means of the same sacrifices every year, which are unceasingly 
offered, ever to make perfect them that draw nigh.” The 
emphasis of the proposition rests partly upon the characteri- 
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zation of the law as oxcav éyov x«.7.r., partly upon Kar’ 
éviautov tats avtais Ouaias, as rpocpépovew eis TO 
Sunvexés. The author, however, cannot thereby mean, as 
the words at first hearing might seem to imply, that the law, 
in case its contents were no mere oxida Tov pedAdOVYTOY 
aya0av, would in reality effect the tedketwous by means of its 
ever-repeated expiatory sacrifices. or, as is shown by vv. 2 
and 38, the author already bases upon the very fact of the 
yearly repetition of the Mosaic expiatory sacrifices the proof 
for their inadequacy. We must therefore suppose that two 
independent particulars of thought have been blended together 
into a single statement. One can resolve the matter either in 
such wise that oddérote Sdvatat TedXex@oas is looked upon as 
the common predicate for both particulars: the law is incapable 
of leading to TeXelwous, because it contains a mere cKid K.T.D.; 
and certainly it is incapable, by means of its ever-repeated 
sacrifices, of leading to reXe¢wous. Or in such wise that the 
second particular is thought of originally as an inference from 
the first, from which the ovdémote Stvatat «.7.r. is then 
progressively derived: because the law contains a mere oxida 
TOV pedAdOVTaY ayabov, there is found in its domain an 
unceasing repetition of the same expiatory sacrifices; by this 
unceasing repetition, however, it is never able to lead to 
perfection. The latter analysis is to be preferred, because by 
means of it the opposition, required by the course of the 
argument, between the once offered and the ofttimes repeated 
expiatory sacrifice, comes out clearly and definitely in all its 
severity ; while the characterization of the voyuos, on the other 
hand, as oxvay éywv «.7.r., is made only that which here, in 
harmony with the context, it alone can be, ae. a mere sub- 
sidiary factor in the argument. — oxidvy] a shadow, which is 
unsubstantiated, melts away into obscurity, and only enables 
us to recognise the external outlines. Opposite to this is the 
eixa@y, the image or impress, which sets before us the figure 
itself, sharply and clearly stamped forth. See on viii. 5. 
Freely, but not incorrectly, does Luther translate: “the very 
substance of the good things.” — Tov wedrovtay ayabdv] see 
at ix. 11.—7Tdv tpaypater] different from tév peddXOvtTov 
aya0ev only as respects the more general form of expression. 
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— Kar’ éviavrov] belongs neither to oddéaore Sivara: (Ebrard, 
Delitzsch, Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 446; Alford) 
nor to as mpoodépovaw (Calvin, Er. Schmid, Wolf, Heinrichs, 
Bleek, de Wette, Bloomfield, and others), in which latter case 
the words would have to be resolved by tats Ouciais, as Kav 
€viavTov Tas avtas mpocdhépovow, or something similar. But 
kat éwavtov is rather to be taken in intimate combination 
With tais avtais: with the same sacrifices every year. The 
author forebore writing tats attais Kat évavtoy Ovcias, in 
order that he might accentuate each notion equally strongly. 
As, moreover, with xa7’ éyavrov in this place, so also else- 
where with adverbs which in point of meaning may be 
compared with it, such as del, moAddxs, etc., a transposing 
is nothing rare. Comp. Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 514 f£.— 
tais avtais Ovovais| Those meant are, as is required by car’ 
éviavtov (comp. also ver. 4), only the sacrifices on the great 
day of atonement, not also the daddy sacrifices of propitiation 
(ver. 11), as Bohme, Stein, and others suppose. — rpoodé- 
povow] sc. the Levitical high priests. Wrongly Hofmann 
(Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 446), who in general has entirely 
failed in his interpretation of the statement:* the zpocep- 
xomevor.— eis TO Senvexés] Note of time to mpocdpépovow. 
If we should seek, with Paulus, Lachmann, and Hofmann, l.c., 
to conjoin eds To dunvexés with that which follows, the relative 
clause &s mpoodépovaw would be deprived of all signification. 
— Tovs Tpocepxopuevovs] those who approach God through the 
medium of the Levitical priests, thus identical with tovs 
AaTpevovtas, ver. 2, ix. 9. 

Ver. 2. Proof for the xa7’ éviavtov tais adr. Ove. oddérroTe 
Stvatat Tovs mpocepyopuévouvs Tedevooar in the form of a 
question: for otherwise would not thew presentation have 
ceased ? because the worshippers, so soon as they have once been 
really purged from sin, have no more consciousness of sins, and 

1 Namely, in that he brings out as the sense of the same, “the propitiatory 
sacrifice, which is, as it were, offered by the law itself, because offered at its 
direction and by the high priest for the congregation,” is here ‘‘ convinced of 
its manifest incapacity for effecting real and abiding purity of conscience for the 
individuals. This conviction is wrought by the fact that, notwithstanding this 


sacrifice has been offered every year for the whole congregation, the individuals 
still continue throughout the year to offer sacrifices for themselves ” ! 
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thus no more need of an expiatory sacrifice. In connection 
with the Recepta émel dv émavcavto, the sense itself would 
remain unchanged, only the words would then have to be 
taken as an assertory statement (“for their presentation 
would have come to an end, because,” etc.); by which, 
however, the discourse would suffer in point of vivacity 
(observe also the aAX4d, ver. 3, corresponding to the question 
of ver. 2). But the process is not a natural one, when Beza, 
edd. 1 and 2, Wetstein, Matthaei, Stein, and others (comp. 
already Theodoret) will have the proposition of ver. 2 
regarded as an assertory statement, even with the retention 
of the odx. They then explain either (and thus ordinarily) : 
for otherwise their presentation would not have ceased, sc. by 
the coming in of the New Covenant (Beza: alioqui non 
desiissent offerri; Matthaei: non cessavissent, non sublata 
essent; comp. Theodoret: Aa todto rédos éxetva AapBadver, 
as ov Suvdueva ovveldnow xabapdy arodpjvat), or, in that 
émel... Tpordepopevar is closely attached to the main verb 
of ver. 1, and dvd TO pndeiay x.7.r. is regarded as belonging 
to the whole proposition, vv. 1, 2: the law was not able by 
its sacrifices to lead to perfection, since their presentation was 
an endless one; because those who are once purified have no 
longer any consciousness of sins. So Wetstein, who, however, 
will write—what in that case, no doubt, would be necessary 
and perfectly justified—ov« dveratcavtTo instead of ovK« av 
éravoavto (...“quum non cessarent offerri. . Ita quidem, 
ut haec verba, sublata distinctione majori, jungantur iis, quae 
praecedunt, deinde sequatur totius sententiae confirmatio: 
‘quia sacrificantes,” etc.). But against the last-mentioned mode 
of explanation it is decisive, that the relation of the members 
of the sentence to each other would become obscure, and the 
arrangement cumbrous; against the first-mentioned, the pre- 
supposition, underlying the as mpoodépovow els Td Sunverés, 
ver. 1, as well as the epistle in general (ix. 9, ai.), that the 
Jewish sacrificial ritual was still in continuance at the time 
of our author’s writing. — ératcavto mpoodpepopevat] sc. at 
Ovclat. The construction of wavecOar with the participle is 
the ordinary one, in classic as well as in Hellenistic Greek. | 
Comp. Eph. i. 16; Col. i 9; Acts v. 42, al. ; Hermann, 
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ad Viger. p. 771; Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 323 f.— rods 
Aatpevovtas] see at ix. 9, 

Ver. 3. Contrast to To pmdemlay eyew ére cuveldnow 
duapti@v tovs atpevovtas. In such wise, however, that 
the offerers should have no more consciousness of guilt, the 
matter does not stand; on the contrary, there lies in the 
yearly repetition of the sacrifices the yearly reminder that 
sins are still remaining, and have to be expiated.’ Comp. 
Philo, de Victim. p. 841 A (with Mangey, II. p. 244): 
Einfes yep tas @Ovolias py AnOnv apaptnudtov, arn 
UTopyncw avtav Katacxevatey. — De plantat. Noé, p. 229 B 
(I. p. 345): at... Ovcia... brropipyncKovoat tas éExdoTwv 
ayvoias Te Kal Stayaprias.— Vit. Mos. iii. p. 669 E 
(II. p. 151): Kat yap ométe yiverOar Soxodow (sc. the 
@vciat and evyai of the impious), od Avow dpapTnudtwv 
GAN Uroprvnow epyafovtar.—év avtais| sc. tals Ovoiass. 
—davaprnos]| not: commemoratio (Vulgate, Calvin, Clarius, al.) 
or commemoratio publica (Bengel and others), so that we must 
think of the confession of sin (tract. Jom. iv. 2, ili. 8, vi. 2) 
which the high priest made on the great day of atonement 
with regard to himself and the whole people (Schlichting, 
Grotius, Braun, al.); but: reminding, recalling to memory. 
Comp. 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25; Luke xxii. 19. 

Ver. 4. Proof that it cannot be otherwise, drawn from the 
matter itself which is under consideration. By a rudely 
sensuous means we cannot attain to a high spiritual good. 

Vv. 5-10. Scripture proof, from Ps. xl. 7-9 [6-8], that 
deliverance from sins is to be obtained, not by animal 
sacrifices, but only by the fulfilling of the will of God. On 
the ground of this fulfilment of God’s will by Christ are we 
Christians sanctified. 

Ver. 5. 40] Wherefore, i.e. in accordance with the im- 
possibility declared at ver. 4.— Déyer] He saith. As subject 
thereto is naturally supplied Christ, although He was not 
mentioned again since ix. 28. This determination of the 


1 To join on the words of ver. 3 to those of ver. 1, and then to look upon 
ver, 2 as a parenthesis (Kurtz, Hofmann), is inadmissible, even—apart from the 
aaad, of frequent use after a question—because dvéuyncis dmapriay, ver. 3, points 
back to the kindred cuvetdgcw auapriay, ver. 2. 


poO2 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


subject is already placed beyond doubt by the whole connec- 
tion, but not less by the pointing back of tod cépyatos ‘Incot 
Xpictod, ver. 10, to cua 5€ Katyptiow pot, ver. 5. According 
to the view of our author, Christ is speaking’ in the person 
of the psalmist. The psalm itself, indeed, as is almost 
universally acknowledged, refuses to admit of the Messianic 
interpretation (comp. especially ver. 13 [12]). The present 
AXéyes, moreover, might be placed, because the utterance is 
one extending into the present, Ze one which may still be 
daily read in the Scripture. — elcepyopevos eis Tov Kocpor] 
at His coming into the world, i.e. on the eve of coming (see 
Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 249) into the world? (se. by His 
incarnation). This determining of time is taken from the 
mem, ver. 7. According to Bleek, who is preceded therein by 
Grotius, and followed by de Wette, as more recently by 
Maier and Beyschlag, die Christologie des Neuen Testaments, 
Berl. 1866, p. 192, the author in penning the words eicepyé- 
evos eis TOV Kocpov was thinking “less of the moment of the 
incarnation and birth than of the public coming forth upon 
earth to the work assigned to Him by the Father, in connec- 
tion with which His entrance into the world first became 
manifested to the world itself.” But in that case eicedOov 
must have been written, and the formula eicépyecOar eis 
Tov xoopov (John i. 9, vi. 14, xi. 27; Rom. v. 12; 1 Tim. 
i. 15, al.) would lose its natural signification. The same 
applies against Delitzsch, who, bringing in that which lies 
very remote, will have the words explained: “incarnate, and 
having entered upon the years of human self-determination, 
signified Isa, vil. 16,’—-an exposition which is not any the 
more rendered acceptable, when Delitzsch adds, with a view 
to doing justice to the participle present: “we need not 
regard the etcépyecOar eis Tov KOopov as a point; we can also 
conceive of it as a line.”*® For the author cannot possibly 

+ Arbitrarily does Kurtz place in aye a double sense, in that he will have it 
understood on the part of the psalmist of a speaking in words, on the part of 
Christ of a speaking by deeds. 

” Without reason do Delitzsch and Alford object against this interpretation, 


that the following ciue xarnpricw wo is notin harmony therewith. See the 
exposition of the words. 


* So, in accord with Delitzsch, also Alford, who observes: ‘‘It expresses, I 
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have thought of Christ’s elcépyeoOas eis Tov Kdcuov, and His 
Aéyev temporally therewith coinciding, as something constantly 
repeated and only progressively developed.—Ovclav kal mpoc- 
gopav ovK 7Oédnoas] sacrifice and offering (bloody and un- 
bloody sacrifices) Zhow didst not will. Kindred utterances in 
tee. eee Psi). V5, li. 18.f, [16 fe] gelisandy Dds der. 
vi. 20, vil. 21-23; Hos. vi. 6; Amos v. 21 ff; 1 Sam. 
xv. 22. That, however, the author founded his Scripture 
proof precisely upon Ps. xl, was occasioned principally by the 
addition, very important for his purpose: capa 5é xatnpticw 
pot, Which is found there.— capa b€ Katnpticw por] but a 
body hast Thow prepared me, sc. in order to be clothed with 
the same, and by the giving up of the same unto death to 
fulfil Thy will. Comp. ver. 7. Thus, without doubt, the 
author found in his copy of the LXX. But that the Hebrew 
words: * m2 DIS (the ears hast Thow digged to me, re. by 
revelation opened up religious knowledge to me), were even 
originally rendered by the LXX. by capa &€ Katnpticw por, 
as is contended by Jac. Cappellus, Wolf, Carpzov, Tholuck, 
Ebrard, Delitzsch, Maier, Moll, and others, is a supposition 
hardly to be entertained. Probably the LXX. rendered the 
Hebrew words by tia O€ Katnpticw jot, as they are still 
found in some ancient Mss. of that version, and capa 6é 
KaTnpticw jor arose, not “from the translator being unable 
to attach any satisfactory meaning to the words ‘the ears 
hast thou digged to me,’ and therefore altering them with his 
own hand” (Kurtz); but only from an accidental corruption 
of the text, in that 3, the final letter of the 70é\noas 
immediately preceding, was wrongly carried over to ‘the 
following word, and instead of TI the letter M was 
erroneously read. 

Ver. 6. In burnt-offerings and sin-offerings hadst Thow no 
pleasure. —LXX. Cod. Vatic.: oroxatropa ... obk TnCas ; 
Cod. Alex.: ddoxavtopata .. . ovx é&ntnoas.— Kal trepl 
Gpaptias] Oecumenius: tovtéots mpoopopay mept dpaptias. 


believe, the whole time during which the Lord, being ripened in human 
resolution, was in intent devoting Himself to the doing of His Father’s will: 
the time of which that youthful question, ‘ Wist ye not that I must be % ois 
rod xurss; wav?’ was one of the opening announcements.” 
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Elsewhere also occasionally (Lev. vii. 37; Num. viii. 8, a.) 
the LXX. denote the sin-offering by the mere wept apaptias, 
in that the additional notion of sacrifice is naturally yielded 
by the context. Stein’s expedient for avoiding all supple- 
menting of the idea, in translating cai by “also” (“Thou 
hast also no pleasure in offerings for sin”), is grammatically 
inadmissible. —- eddoxeiv] with the accusative also not rare 
elsewhere in Hellenistic Greek. Comp. LXX. Gen. xxxiii. 10; 
Lev. xxvi.' 34, 41; Ps. li, 18,21, al. ‘Besides this’in’ the 
Hellenistic evdoxety év (x. 38), with Greek writers evdoxety 
TLVt, 

Ver. 7. Tore elarov] then said F. In the sense of the 
writer of the epistle: then, when Thou hadst prepared for 
me a body. In the sense of the composer of the psalm: 
then, when such deeper knowledge was revealed to me. 
Contrary to the usage of the language, Carpzov, Stein, and 
others take Tore as equivalent to ideo, propterea, while just as 
capriciously Heinrichs makes it redundant as a particle of 
transition. — év kepuride BiBAlov yéyparras trept éuod] is a 
parenthesis ; so that rod zoujoae depends not on yéyparraz, 
as Paulus thinks, but upon #«w: Lo, I come to do, O God, 
Thy will, Comp. ver. 9. Otherwise truly with the LXX. 
(and in the Hebrew), where tod srovjoat is governed by the 
closing verb 78ovA7Onv, which is omitted in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews (tod roijfoar to Oédrnpa cov, 6 Oeds pov, 
nBovrnOnv: to do Thy will, O God, is my delight). — év 
Kkeparids BiBdXtov yéypartat mepl éuod is in the 
Hebrew differently connected and applied. In the sense of 
our author: in the prophecies of the O. T. it is written of 
me. — keghanis, little head, then the knob at the end of the 
staff, around which the manuscript roll was wound in 
antiquity. xepadrts BuBAdov consequently denotes the book- 
voll, volume. Elsewhere also the LXX. translated the Hebrew 
nba (volumen), with and without the addition of Ai8dov, by 
kepanrts. Comp. Ezek. ii. 9, iii, 1-3; Ezra vi. 2.— 7d 0érnpa] 
in the sense of our author: the obedient presentation of the 
body as a sacrifice for the redemption of mankind. 

Vy. 8-10. Contrasting of the two main elements in the 
citation just adduced, and emphasizing of the fact that the one 
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element, upon which God lays no stress, is represented by 
Judaism ; the other, to which value is attached in God’s sight, 
is represented by Christianity. — aveétepov] above, in the 
opening words of the declaration. —réywr] sc. 6 Xpioros. 
The participle present, in place of which Schlichting, Grotius, 
Bleek, de Wette expect that of the aorist, is employed here, 
even as Aéyee, ver. 5, because the utterance, as being recorded 
in Scripture, is one still enduring. Only the author makes 
manifest, by the fact that he writes Aéywv, not elr@v or 
r€Eas, that less importance is to be attached to the indication 
as to the relation of time, in which the two statements are 
placed to each other, than to the contrasting of these two 
statements themselves; thus: while He saith above, etc. He 
has then said, etc. — 67+] recitative particle, as vii. 17, xi. 18. 
— @ucias Kai mpocdopas] The plural appropriately serves for 
the generalization of the utterance. —altwes xata vopov 
mpochépovtas] as those things which are presented by virtue 
of legal precept. Suggestive reference to the imperfection 
and ineffectiveness of Judaism, since this makes salvation 
dependent precisely upon those ordinances of external 
sacrifice which God willed not, and in which He has no 
pleasure. The words are no parenthetic clause, as is still 
maintained by Bleek and Kurtz, but an addition essential to 
the argument of the writer, which does not interrupt the 
construction. They form the application, thus emphatically 
appended, of the first half of the thought in the Scripture 
citation, to Judaism, to which the parallel is formed in ver. 10 
by the application of the second half to Christianity.— aitwes] 
refers back to the whole of the preceding substantives. 

Ver. 9. Tore eipnxev] are words of the author, and form 
the apodosis to dywrepoy Aéywv, ver. 8. Quite erroneously 
does Peirce, who, with Chrysostom, Hom. xvii. and the 
Vulgate (tunc dixi), instead of réte elpynxev will read rote 
el7ov, which, however, only arose from ver. 7, make the 
apodosis begin first with dvaspet ro mp&rtov. — TdT, however, 
not dcrepov, which would more exactly accord with the 
avetepov, ver. 8, the author wrote, because the TOTE €lTrOV 
of the citation was still fresh in his memory. — dvaipel 7d 
mpatov, wa ro Sevtepov ation] he abolishes the first, or 
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deprives it of validity, in order to establish the second as the 
norm in force (Rom. iii. 31). Parenthetic insertion, so that 
ver. 10 attaches itself closely to ro OéAnwa, and is to be 
separated therefrom only by a comma. The parenthesis 
serves by way of exclamation to call attention to the im- 
portance of the application to be given im ver. 10 to the 
iSod Heo «7. Subject in dvapet is naturally here also 
Christ ; not “the Spirit of God,” as Kurtz arbitrarily supposes. 
—d Tpatov] sc. TO rpocépew Ovaias Kat mpocpopas k.T.X. 
— 70 Sedtepor] sc. TO movelv TO Ana TOD Oeod. Theodoret : 
TpOTov eime THY TOV aroywr Ovalay, SebTEpov SE THY AOYLKIID, 
Thy or avTod mpoceveyOcicav. Wrongly does Peirce take ro 
mpatov and Td devrepov adjectivally, in supplementing to each 
To OéAnwa Oeod. With equally little warrant Carpzov: the 
SiaOnxn mpwTn and the diabjKn xawn, or the lepwovvn Kata 
tiv ta&w "Aapov and the tepwotvn Kata omowrtnta Mer- 
xyecedéx, are meant; as also Stein: the O. T. and the N. T. 
economy. 

Ver. 10. “Ev 6 Oerypate] wpon the ground of which will 
(more exactly: of which fulfilment of His will), and in con- 
ditioning connection with that will. What is meant is the will 
of God, of which the author has before spoken. — 7jrytacpévoe 
éopév| we (Christians) have been sanctified (delivered from sins), 
aytaleoOase correlative to the notions tTerevotc@ar, ver. 1, 
and Kkabapifec@ar, ver. 2. — By the tpocdopa tod capatos 
‘Incod Xptotod cannot be meant “the self-presentation of 
Christ in the heavenly Holy of Holies” (Kurtz), but only 
(comp. ix. 28) Christ’s death upon the cross on earth. For 
the indication of the former idea the expression tod c@patos 
would be altogether unsuitable. Comp. also Riehm, Lehrbeqr. 
des Hebrierbr. p. 475 f.— épdrak] belongs to iyvacpévoe 
écpév, not, as Oecumenius, Theophylact, Schlichting, Jac. 
Cappellus, Limborch, Stein, Bloomfield, Alford, and others 
conjoin, to dua ths mpoopopas To cwpwatos “Incod Xpuatod, 
because otherwise the article r#s5 must have been repeated. 

Vv. 11-14. Renewed emphasizing of the main distinction 
between the Jewish high priest and Christ. The former 
repeats day by day the same sacrifices without being able to 
effect thereby the cancelling of sin; Christ has by His single 
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sacrifice procured everlasting sanctification. This the main 
thought of vv. 11-14. Into the same, however, there is at 
the same time introduced a subordinate feature, by virtue of 
the opposition of the €ornkev and éxadOucev, by which 
likewise is manifest the pre-eminence of Christ over the 
Levitical high priests. The Jewish high priests were required 
to accomplish their ministration standing (comp. Deut. x. 8, 
xvii. 7; Judg. xx. 28, al.), were thus characterized as servants 
or inferiors (comp. also Jas. ii 3); whereas in Christ’s sitting 
down at the right hand of God, His participation in the divine 
majesty and glory is proclaimed. 

Ver. 11. Kati was] xac is the explanatory: and indeed. 
It develops the éfdzaf, ver. 10, and belongs equally to 
ver, 12 as to ver. 11. — dpyvepeds] comp. the critical remark. 
— Kal jpépav] see at vii. 27.—7epedrciv] stronger than 
apapetv, ver. 4. Literally: take away rownd about. 

Ver. 12. Odtos] comp. iii. 3. — eés ro dunvexés] belongs to 
exadicevy. —- With that which precedes is it conjoined by 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, Luther, Bengel, Bohme, Stein, 
Ewald, and others; whereby, however, the manifest antithesis, 
which eis 7d dunvexes éxdOicev forms to éotnKev Kal” jpépar, 
ver. 11, is destroyed, and the symmetry of the proposition, 
ver. 12, is lost. 

Ver. 13. TO Xowrov] henceforth, sc. from the time of His 
sitting down at the right hand of God. What is meant is 
the time yet intervening before the coming in of the Parousia. 
The taking of ro Aowrév in the relative sense: “as regards the 
rest, concerning the rest” (Kurtz), is, on account of the close 
coherence with éxdeyouevos &ws, unnatural, for which reason 
also the passages adduced by Kurtz as supposed parallels, 
Eph. vi. 10, Phil. iii. 1, iv. 8; 1 Thess. iv. 1, 2 Thess. i. 1, 
do not admit of comparison.— The object of the waiting is 
expressed by our author in the language of Ps. cx. 1.— The 
éxd@tcev... TO AOLTOV éxdeyomevos ws... involves 
for the rest the supposition that the destruction of the 
enemies of Christ is to be looked for even before His Parousia. 
The author accordingly manifests here, too, a certain diversity 
in his mode of viewing the subject from that of the Apostle 
Paul, since the latter (comp. 1 Cor, xv. 22-28) anticipates 
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the destruction of the anti-Christian powers only after the 
time of Christ’s Parousia. The supposition, which de Wette 
holds possible for the removal of this difference, that the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews “thought only of the 
triumph of the gospel among the nations, even as Paul also 
expected the universal diffusion of the gospel and the con- 
version of the Jews before the appearing of Christ,” has little 
probability, considering the absolute and unqualified character 
of the expression here chosen: of éy@pol avrod. 

Ver. 14. Proof of the possibility of the eds ro Sunvexés 
exabicev év deEtd Tod Oeod, ver. 12, from the needlessness for 
a fresh sacrifice, since Christ has already, by the sacrifice once 
offered, brought in perfect sanctification for His believers. — 
The accentuation: usd yap tmpoo dopa, merits the preference 
to pia yap mpocpopa, to which Bengel is inclined, and which 
has been followed by Ewald, since by the former the words 
acquire an immediate reference to Christ.—rodbs dysafopuevous | 
then that are sanctified, sc. as regards the decree of God. ‘The 
participle present is used substantively, as ii, 11, without 
respect to time. 

Vy. 15-18. That there is no need of any further expiatory 
sacrifice, the Scripture also testifies. This Scripture proof 
the author derives from the declaration, Jer. xxxi. 31-34, 
already adduced at viii. 8 ff, in that he here briefly compre- 
hends the same in its two main features. 

Ver. 15. Maprupet 5€ tuiv cal 7o rvedua TO Gytov] More- 
over, also, the Holy Ghost bears witness to us. — piv] has 
reference to the Christians generally. Without warrant is it 
limited by Raphel, Wolf, Baumgarten, and others to the 
author of the epistle (“the Holy Ghost attests my statement ”). 
— 70 mve}pa TO &ytor] for it is the Holy Spirit of God who in 
the passage indicated speaks by the prophet. — The subject in 
eipnxéevae is God, in that the author makes his own the words 
ANévyes KvUpLos following in ver. 16, although they form an 
originally constituent part of the citation, in such wise that 
HeTa yap TO elpynkévat .. . éxeivas forms the former member of 
the proposition ; and to this former member all the rest, from 
6vS0vs vowous wou to the end of ver. 17, is then opposed by 
the author as a concluding member, by means of Aéyer Kvpzos. 
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The supposition that the second, or concluding, member of the 
citation begins only with ver. 17, and that thus before this 
verse a Aéyes, an elt’ EmiAdyes, a TOTE elpyxev, or something of 
the kind is to be supplemented (Primasius, Clarius, Zeger, 
Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Limborch, Wolf, Carpzov, 
Stuart, Heinrichs, Alford, Conybeare, Reuss, Hofmann, and 
others), is to be rejected,—although the main consideration, 
about which the author is quite specially concerned, follows 
only in ver. 17,—because it is opposed to the literary 
accuracy elsewhere prevailing in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
For the same reason, too, the tetepov déyer, which several Mss. 
(but only among those of late date) and some translations add 
at the close of ver. 16, is to be regarded as a gloss. 

Ver. 16. Instead of 7@ olkw "Iopanr, viii. 10, the authcr 
here places pos avdtovs. Certainly not unintentionally. By 
means of the more general pos avrovs, the more definite refer- 
ence to the natural descendants of the patriarch as the recipients 
of the New Covenant receded into the background. — d.d0vs| 
attaches itself here also only to av dcaOyjoopac; here it is true, 
with yet greater grammatical ruggedness than at viii. 10. 

Ver. 17. The xaé at the beginning of the verse is held by 
Bohme and Kuinoel to be a further particle of citation on the 
part of the author; while Hofmann will have it translated by 
“also.” Better, however, because more naturally and simply, 
is it taken as a constituent part of the Scripture citation. 

Ver. 18. Tovtwy] is not a neuter (Bohme: “ ut, quicquid 
esset peccati, in universum designaretur ”), but feminine, inas- 
much as it refers back to dwaptiav and dvoyuar, ver. 17.— 
ovxete] sc. éoriv, there expiatory sacrifice no longer takes place, 
se. because in connection with such a state it has become 
unnecessary. 


Ver, 19-xiii. 25. The dogmatic investigations are at an 
end; on the ground thereof the author now applies himself 
anew to exhortations to the readers. These are at first of the 
same kind as those before addressed to the readers, and are 
distinguished from the latter only by their greater copiousness 
of detail, afterwards, however, assume a greater generality of 
contents. These are followed by the close of the epistle. 

Meyer. —Hes. 2A 
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Vv. 19-25. The readers, in possession of such an exalted 
High Priest, and of the blessings obtained by Him, are with 
decision and constancy to persevere in the Christian faith, to 
incite each other to love and good works, and not—as had 
become a practice with some—to forsake the assemblies for 
Christian worship. So much the more should they thus act, 
since the Parousia is near at hand. Comp. on vv. 19-25 the 
similar exhortation iv. 14, 16. 

Ver. 19. Odv] Conclusion from the investigations made 
chap. v. onwards. — dbeAgoé] iii. 1, 12, xiii, 22. — wappy- 
clav| not: freedom or authorization (Vatablus, Jac. Cappellus, 
Grotius, Ernesti, Schulz, Bohme, Stengel, a/.), but: firm, joyful 
confidence. — eis THY eloodov THY aylwv| in respect to entrance 
into the sanctuary, ve. of entering into the sanctuary, or 
heavenly Holy of Holies (rév dyiwv, of the same import as eis 
Ta &ywa, comp. ix. 8). Arbitrarily would Heinrichs refer the 
words to the entering of Jesus, in that he regards els tiv 
elaodov TOV ay. év To ai. "Incod as equivalent to els TH 
elaodov "Incod év T@ aipate adtov, which is impossible. — év 
TS aipate Incod] upon the ground, or by virtue of the blood of 
Jesus. Belongs to the whole proposition: éyovtes mappnolav 
els THY eloodoy THY Gyiwy, not merely to e’codov (Akersloot, 
Storr, Schulz, Bohme, Klee, Paulus, Bleek, Bisping). The 
passage, ix. 25, by no means pleads in favour of the latter 
mode of apprehending it, since at ix. 25, but not in the 
present passage, €v can be understood in the material sense : 
“with;” the reference of the év aiwazvu in the two places is an 
entirely different one. 

Ver. 20. “Hy] sc. elcodov. Not as yet with o0v (Carpzov, 
Stuart, and others) is #jv to be combined as indication of object, 
in such wise that merely rpdcdatov kat Sacav would form 
the predicate; but still less is wagpnotav (Seb. Schmidt, 
Hammond, al.) to be supplemented to #v. For against the 
former decides the order of the words, against the latter the 
manifest correspondence in which e’codov, ver. 19, and odo», 
ver. 20, stand to each other. The odds, namely, characterized 
ver. 19 as to its goal (as eicodos Tév ayiwv), is, ver. 20, further 
described with regard to its nature and constitution (as 68ds 
mpoogparos and dca). —iw evexatvicey juiv 68dv mpdo- 
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datov Kal Sdoav] which He for us (in order that we may walk 
in it) has consecrated (inaugurated, in that He Himself first 
passed through it) as a new (newly-opened, hitherto inacces- 
sible, comp. ix. 8 ; Theodoret: ws tote mpétov haveicay) and 
living way. mpocdartos, originally: fresh slain; then in 
general: fresh, new, recens. See Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 374 f. 
_— aca, however, that way or entrance is called, not because 
it “ever remains, and needs not, like that into the earthly 
sanctuary, to be consecrated every year by fresh blood” 
(Bleek, after the precedent of Ernesti, Schulz, and others ; 
comp. also Chrysostom, Oecumenius, and Theophylact), but 
because it is living in its efficacy (comp. 6 aptos o Sav, John 
vi. 51), in such wise that it leads to the goal of everlasting 
life. The contrast is found in the inefficaciousness of the 
entrance into the earthly holy of holies. — da tod xata- 
TETUTMATOS, TOUTETTLY THS TapKos adTod] through the veil, that 
is to say, His flesh. As the high priest must pass through the 
concealing veil, in order to come within the earthly Holy of 
Holies, thus also the flesh of Christ formed a veil, which must 
first be withdrawn or removed (comp. Matt. xxvii. 51; Mark 
xv. 388; Luke xxiii. 45) ere the entrance into the heavenly 
Holy of Holies could be rendered possible. — 61a] is to be taken 
locally,—wrongly is it understood by Stein as instrumental, 
and is not to be combined with évexaivwcev (Bohme, Delitzsch, 
Hofmann, Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 253; Alford, Kluge), 
but is to be attached to odov, as a nearer definition, standing 
upon a parallel with wpdcdatov nal fdoav, seeing that an 
ovcay or ayoucay naturally suggests itself by way of supple- 
ment. Ths capKos avtovd] depends immediately upon the 
preceding 6:d, not first, as Peirce and Carpzov maintain, upon 
a Tod KataTeTdcpatos to be supplied. 

Ver, 21 is still governed by éyovtes, ver. 19. As ta aya, 
ver. 19, was chosen as a general designation instead of the 
special Ta dyva ayiwy, so here (comp. v. 6, vii. 1, 3, al.) the 
general (epéa stands in the sense of the special dpyvepéa, and 
méyar is, as iv. 14, expression of the exaltedness of this High 
Priest (against Stuart, Klee, Stein, Ewald, M‘Caul, and others, 
who take lepéa péyay together as a designation of the High 
Priest), — éai tov olxov tod Oeod] over the house of God. 
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Comp. iii. 6. Theodoret, Oecumenius, Estius, Grotius, Calov, 
Tholuck, Stengel, Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 454), 
Maier, Kurtz, and others understand by these words, in 
accordance with iii. 2, 6, the household of God, or the believers, 
by which, however, the unity of the figure is needlessly 
destroyed. The allusion is to heaven or the heavenly sanctuary, 
as the dwelling-place of God, over which Christ rules as High 
Priest.’ 

Ver. 22. IIpocepyepeba] let us then draw nigh, sc. to this 
dita, ver. 19, and this lepeds péyas, ver. 21, or, what is, as 
regards the matter itself, not different, to God ; in such wise 
that mpocepyepueba is here, like tos mpocepyouevous, ver. 1, 
used absolutely, or else receives its supplementation from the 
tov Ocod immediately preceding. Comp. vii. 25, xi. 6; also 
iv. 16. — per ddrnOwihs Kapdias] with true, i.e. sincere heart, 
so that we are really in earnest about the smpocépyecOat. 
év TAnpogopia rictews| in firm conviction of faith, firm inner 
certainty of faith. Comp. vi.11. Epexegesis of wer’ adn@uvijs 
xapoias, for the clearer defining of the contents thereof. — 
éppavticpévoe Tas Kapdias ato auvEdncEws Trovnpas | inasmuch 
as our hearts have been sprinkled from an evil conscrence, so that 
we have been delivered from the same (see Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 577). Indication of the subjective qualification for 
the mpocépyecGar, while vv. 19-21 contains the objective 
qualification for the same. What is meant, is the justification 
of Christians through Christ’s bloody sacrificial death (ix. 14), 
after the analogy of the sprinkling with blood, whereby the 
first Levitical priests were consecrated and qualified to approach 
God. Comp. Ex. xxix. 21; Lev. viii. 30. 

Ver. 23. The words: kal AeEXovmpéevot TO CHpa VbaTe 
Ka@ape, are, by the Peshito, by Primasius, Faber Stapulensis, 
Luther, Estius, Wolf, Baumgarten, Storr, Kuinoel, Bleek, Stein, 
de Wette, Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr. p. 741, Obs.), Alford, Maier, Kluge, and others, com- 
bined in one, and referred still to mpocepywpeba, ver. 22, as 


1 That Delitzsch—who is followed therein by Alford—will have us under- 
stand, as the ofxes rot do in our passage at the same time ‘‘the church” and 


*‘the heaven of glory,” can be looked upon only as an instance of manifest 
error. 
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a second participial clause. Better, nevertheless, shall we 
conjoin «ai with xatéywpev; so that NeNovpévose Td 
capa date Kadap® becomes a parenthetic clause, which 
specifies the subjective qualification to the xatéyew, exactly 
as €ppavticpéevot K.7.r., ver. 22, brought out the subjective 
qualification to the apocépyec@a. In connection with the 
first-named construction, the rhythmical symmetry of the 
members, vv. 22, 23, would be needlessly sacrificed, and xaté- 
xopev stand there too much torn from the context. For the 
supposition that xaé might have been wanting before xaré- 
Yopev, since a third verb (katavodpev) follows at ver. 24, the 
placing of the «ai was thus necessary only before this last, is 
erroneous ; inasmuch as the author could hardly, from the 
‘very outset, comprehend ver. 24 in thought with ver. 22, and 
ver. 23, on the contrary, only brings in later that which is 
observed at ver. 24 as a new and independent exhortation, 
while mpocepyopeda ... Kai xatéyoper stands together in 
the closest inner relation (as a decided approaching to the 
communion with God opened up by Christ, and a persevering 
maintenance of the same). — AeAovpevor TO cya UOaTs Kabapa] 
inasmuch as our body has been washed with pure water [washed 
as regards the body with pure water]. Reference to the 
sanctifying of Christians by Christian baptism. Comp. Eph. 
v. 26; Tit. ii. 5. Analogon in the Levitical domain the 
washings, Hx.«xxix. 4, xxx. 19 ff. x]: 30 ff; Lev. xviv 4.) ~To 
find denoted in a merely figurative sense (to the exclusion of 
baptism), with Calvin [Owen] and others, in accordance with 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25: the communication of the Holy Ghost; or, with 
Limborch, Ebrard, and others: the being cleansed from sins; or, 
with [Piscator andj Reuss: the blood of Christ (“ Il s’agit ici, 
comme dans toute cette partie de l’épitre, du sang de Christ. 
C’est ce sang, qui nous lave mieux que l’eau des Lévites ”) ; or, 
with Schlichting: “Christi spiritus et doctrina, seu spiritualis 

1 A third mode of combining, followed by Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 2, 2 Aufl. 
p. 178f.), according to which t/pavriutva is separated by a full stop from that 
which precedes, and is conjoined with zaréza:v, will—since thereby the 
harmonic clause-formation of the whole delicately-arranged period, vv. 19-23, 
is rudely shattered—hardly meet with approval on any side. The period so 


euphoniously commenced would be lacking in the appropriate conclusion, the 
supposed new clause in the appropriate beginning, 
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illa aqua, qua suos perfundit Christus, ipsius etiam sanguine 
non excluso,” we are forbidden by the addition of To capa, 
which implies likewise the reminiscence of an outward act. — 
xaQape@] that which zs pure, and in consequence thereof also 
makes pure. — kaTXyopev THY Omoroylay THs édridos axduvh| 
let us hold fast the confession of hope as an wnbending, wnswerving 
one, —— KaTéyouer] inasmuch as the opodroyia became at once, 
with baptism, the possession of believers. — tv opuodoyiar] 
may here be taken actively (the confessing of the hope), but it 
may also be taken passively (the confession which has as its 
subject the Christian’s hope). — d«Auvf] stronger than BeBaiar, 
iil. 6, 14. — muords yap 6 érayyeiddpevos| for faithful (so 
that He keeps that which He promises; comp. 1 Cor. i. 9, 
x. 13; 1 Thess. v. 24) is He who has given the promises 
(namely, God). Ground of encouragement for the catéyew. 

Vv. 24, 25. Progress from that which the Christian has to 
do with regard to himself, to that which he has to do with 
regard to his fellow-Christians. — xal katavodpmev addHdovs] 
and let us direct owr view to each other (comp. ili. 1), so that 
we may endeavour to emulate the good and salutary which we 
discover in our neighbour, and, on the other hand, to put away 
the bad and hurtful in ourselves and him. For limiting the 
expression, with Chrysostom, Theodoret, Theophylact, Michaelis, 
ad Piere., Bleek, and others, to the first-named particular, no 
reason exists; since the positive e’s mapofvopov x.7.d. is yet 
followed by the negative pa) éyxatadelrovtes K.T.A. — eis 
mapogvcpov ayamns Kal Karav épywr] that incitement to love 
and good works may arise therefrom. — mapoEvopos] Acts 
xv. 89; Deut. xxix. 38; Jer. xxxii. 37, and elsewhere in the 
bad sense: wvritation, ze. embittering. Here, however, as 
occasionally with the classic writers, the verb is used (comp. 
Xen. Memor. iii. 3.13: "Aa py odte etpwvia TocodTov 
Siapépovaow ’APnvaios TOv ddrAdwv, ovTE cwuUdTwY peyEeder Kal 
pou, dcov pirotiia, }rep padiota Tapokvver TWpos Ta 
kana kat évtiwa; Thucyd. vi. 88, al.) in the good sense. 
— ayarn] brotherly love, and kara épya, the single mani- 
festations thereof. 

Ver. 25. Mn éyxatareimovtes thy émicvvaywynyv éavtov, 
Kalas EGos ticiv] while not forsaking (ceasing to frequent), as 
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ts the custom with some, our own assembly, and thereby, in con- 
nection with the already prevalent tendency to apostasy from 
Christianity, setting a pernicious example. — mv émicuvaryo- 
ynv éavtov] is taken by Calvin, Bohme, Bleek, and others as 
designation of the Christian congregation or Christian religious 
society itself. But in this case the only signification which 
could be attached without violence to éyxataXeimretyv would 
be that of apostasy from Christianity; to understand the 
expression, in that case, of the leaving to its fate of the Chris- 
tian church, sunk in poverty, peril, and distress, by the refusal 
of acts of assistance (Bohme), or of the escape from the claims 
of the church to the cherishing and tending of its members, 
by the neglecting of the common religious assemblies (Bleek), 
would not be very natural. We are prevented, however, from 
thinking of an actual apostasy from Christianity by the addi- 
tion Ka@as €Oos Ticiv, according to which the éycaranedmew 
was an oft-recurring act on the part of the same persons. 
THY ETLTVVaywynY éauTOor, therefore, is best explained as: 
the assembling of ourselves, in order to be united together 
(comp. 2 Thess. ii. 1), ae. our own religious assemblies. — 
éavTo@v] has great emphasis; for otherwise the simple juav 
would have been written. It has its tacit opposition in the 
alien, z.e. Jewish religious assemblies, and contains the indica- 
tion that the twvés gave the preference to the frequenting of 
the latter.— dra wapaxadoivtes] sc. éavrods (comp. iii. 13) 
or a\AnXovs, which is easily supplemented from the foregoing 
éavtov: but animating one another, namely, to the uninter- 
rupted frequenting of our own Christian assemblies. Quite 
unsuitably, Hofmann (Schrifibew. II. 2, 2 Aufl. p. 379) would 
supply in thought to rapaxandobvtes, as its object: thy émicv- 
vaywynv.— Kal Tocovtm padrov bam BrEmeTe eyyifovcay 
Tv npepav| and that so much the more, as ye sce the day rtself 
drawing nigh. Reinforcing ground of obligation to the mapa- 
Kanelv. — Srérrete] The transition from the first to the second 
person plural augments the significance of that which has been 
remarked, since the author can appeal to the verdict of the 
readers themselves for the truth thereof. — The jépa is the 
day nar’ éEoynv, the day of the coming in of the Parousia of 
Christ, which the author thinks of as quite near at hand 
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(comp. ver. 37), and which the readers themselves already 
saw drawing nigh in the agitations and commotions which 
preceded the Jewish war, such as had already begun to 
appear. 

Vy. 26-31. Inthe éycatarelrew tiv émicvvaywoyny EavTor, 
ver, 25, there was manifested a lukewarmness in Christianity, 
which might lead to apostasy therefrom. In warning notes, 
therefore, the author points out that the man who knowingly 
slights recognised Christian truth, and sins against it, will 
infallibly be overtaken by the punitive judgment of God. To 
be compared vi. 4-8. 

Ver. 26. “Exouciws yap duaptavovtav iuav peta TO NaBety 
THy éeriyvacw THs adrAnGelas] For if we sin wilfully (Ae. against 
our better knowledge and conscience) after having recerved the 
certain knowledge of the truth ; so that we become recreant to 
Christianity (comp. ver. 29), to which the éycatanelrew Tyv 
émicuvaywyiv éavtayv forms the dangerous preliminary step. 
The €xovgiws adpaptdvovtes are the opposite of the 
ayvoobvTes Kat TAavepevot, v. 2,' and the participle present 
indicates the continuous or habitual character of the action. 
— 7 ad7Geca is the truth absolutely, as this has been revealed 
by Christianity. The éwréyvwors of this absolute truth, how- 
ever, embraces, along with the recognition thereof by the 
understanding, also the having become conscious of its bliss- 
giving effects in one’s own experience. Comp. vi. 4, 5.— 
OvKETL TEpl awapTi@v amodelreTat Oucia] there remains in 
relation to sins, 2.e. for the expiation thereof, no more sacrifice ; 
inasmuch, namely, as the sin-cancelling sacrifice of Christ, the 
communion of which we then renounce, is a sacrifice which 
takes place only once, is not further repeated, while at the 


1 The assertion of Kurtz, that, if this remark were true, the author would be 
expressing ‘‘a dogma in its consequences truly subversive, and destructive of 
the whole Christian soteriology,” inasmuch as it would ‘‘imperatively follow 
therefrom, that even under the New Covenant only those who transgressed 
from ignorance and error could find forgiveness with God for Christ’s sake, 
while all who had been guilty of a conscious and intentional sin must beyond 
hope of deliverance fall victims to the judgment of everlasting damnation,” is a 
precipitate one, since the special limitation within which the expression txovciws 
dpuprévey Was used was naturally afforded to the reader, quite apart from the 
investigation already preceding at vi. 4 ff., even from our section itself, 
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same time the Levitical sacrifices are unable to effect the 
cancelling of sins. Bengel: Fructus ex sacrificio Christi 
semper patet non repudiantibus; qui autem repudiant, non 
aliud habent. 

Ver. 27. DoBepa Sé tus exdoyn Kpicews] sc. aodelwetas: 
but there remains indeed, etc. The dzrorecropevoy is of two 
kinds, something subjective (PoBepa ... xpioews) and some- 
thing objective (aupos . . . bmevaytiovs).— PoBepa éxdoy7 
Kptcews] denotes not “a terrible banquet of judgment,” as 
Ewald strangely translates it, nor is it any hypallage in the 
sense of éxdoy7 Kploews hoSepas, as Jac. Cappellus, Heinrichs, 
and Stengel suppose, and to which the choice is left open by 
Wolf. The terribleness is transferred to the subjective domain 
of the expectation. For one who has sinned against better 
light and knowledge, even the expectation of the divine judg- 
ment is something terrible. — qoB8epa tis] an exceedingly 
terrible one. On the tes, added with rhetorical emphasis to 
adjectives of quality or quantity, comp. Kiihner, II. p. 331; 
Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 160.— xpiots] is used here, too, 
as ix. 27, quite without restriction, of the divine judgment in 
general. That this will be a punitive judgment is not indicated 
by the word ; it only follows from the connection. — In the 
second member the emphasis rests upon the preposed mupés, 
on which account also the case of the following participle 
conforms itself to this, not to &jAos. We cannot, therefore, 
with Luther and others, combine together supos $dos in a 
single notion (“fiery zeal,” sc. of the divine wrath). The wip 
is personified, and in such way a ¢%2Xos, a fury, ascribed to 
the same. There was probably present to the mind of the 
author in connection with the last member, LXX. Isa. 
xxvi. 11: SHdos Appetar Aadv drraideuToy Kal viv Tip Tods 
trevaytious edeTalt. — Tovs Urevavtious] the adversaries. The 
empiric usage of the term forbids our attaching to it, with 
Braun and Paulus, on account of the d7r0, the notion of secret 
foes. See Meyer on Col. ii, 14, 4 Aufl. p. 331. 

Vv. 28,29. That in reality the consequences of an éxovalws 
cpaptdavew peta TO AaBelv THY eriyvwrw THs adnOelas are so 
terrible as was asserted at ver. 27, the author renders evident 
by a conclusion a@ minore ad majus. Apostasy from the 
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Mosaic law itself is punishable with death; how much greater 
thus must be the punishment of him who, by apostasy from 
Christ, has treated with contumely the Son of God, of whose 
redeeming benefits he has already had experience! With the 
conclusion in vv. 28, 29 we may compare, as regards the 
thoughts, ii. 2, 3, xii. 25; as regards the form, however, the 
utterances just noticed differ from that before us, in the 
respect that there the first member of the comparison appears 
as a hypothetical premiss, here as an independent statement. 
abetnoas Tis vowov Mwicéws x.7.r.] He who has set at nought 
the Mosaic law, has in opposition to his better knowledge and 
conscience violated or broken it, dies, without any one com- 
passionating him, wpon the deposition of two or three witnesses. 
Although death was imposed as the punishment for many 
single transgressions of the Mosaic law (Ex. xxi. 15 ff, 
xxxl. 14; Lev. xvii. 14; Deut. xxii. 22 ff, al.), yet the author 
certainly has reference, as is evident from the addition: é 
duaiv 7) Tpioly pdptvow, and as is required also by the parallel 
relation to ver. 29, quite specially to the ordinance, Deut. 
xvii. 2-7 [ef. also Num. xv. 30, 31], in conformity with which 
the punishment of death was inflicted upon the man who, by 
idolatry, apostatized from Jehovah. Comp. lc. ver. 6, LXX.: 
émt oval pdptvow %) emt tpicl pdptvow amobaveitar, — éri| 
as ix. 17: upon condition that two or three witnesses depose 
against him. 

Ver. 29. Of how much more severe punishment, think ye, will 
he be counted worthy, who, etc.— With Soxetre the author 
leaves the decision to the readers, inasmuch as on the question 
how this will be given, no doubt whatever can prevail. — 
a&woOjoerat] sc. by God at the judgment. — tepewpia in the 
N. T. only here. — 6 xatarratncas] who has trodden under foot, 
as though it were a contemptible, useless thing. A strong 
expression. Designation of the bold contemning and insulting 
of Him who is nevertheless the Son of God, and with whom 
one has become personally acquainted as the Redeemer. — ro 
aina ths SiaOynKys] the blood of the covenant, i.e. the blood 
which Christ shed for the sealing of the New Covenant for 
the redemption of mankind. Comp. ix. 15 ff. — «owdv] either: 
as common, ordinary blood, not distinguished in any respect 
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from other blood (Peshito, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Clarius, 
Beza, Schlichting, Bengel, Schulz, Stuart, Bleek, Stein, de 
Wette, Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, Alford, and others), or— 
what is better, because stronger, and on that account more in 
accord with the other statements—as impure (Vulgate, Luther, 
Grotius, Carpzov, Michaelis, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Storr, Bohme, 
Tholuck, Ebrard, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 769 ; 
Maier, Moll, Kurtz, and others), 7.2. as the blood of a trans- 
gressor, which Christ must be, if He was not the Son of God 
and the Redeemer. — €v 6 7yvac6n] contrasting addition to 
KoWov aAynodpevos, and paronomasia: by the communion with 
which he was nevertheless sanctified, or: the sanctifying efficacy 
of which he has nevertheless felt in his own person.— kab 16 
TVvEduAa THS xapiTos évuBpicas] and has done despite to the 
Spirit of Grace, sc. by scorn and mockery of the wondrous 
unfolding of that Spirit’s power in the life of the Christians. 
The compound form évuBpifeww Tiwi or ti, found, apart from 
the poets (Soph. Paw. 342), only with the later Greeks. In 
the N. T. a draé Aeyopwevov.— 70 Tvedpwa THs yapeTos] the 
Holy Spirit, who is a gift of the divine grace. 

Ver. 30. The yetpovos a&wwOncetrar tiwwpias, ver. 29, is a 
matter for the most serious consideration. This the declara- 
tions of God Himself in the Scriptures prove. — oldapev yap 
Tov eirovta| for we know Him who hath spoken, i.e. we know 
what it means when God makes predictions like those which 
follow. — The first utterance is without doubt from Deut. 
xxxii, 35. It deviates from the Hebrew original (D>wA op3 5), 
but still more from the LXX. (év pépa éxdiucnoews avta- 
moowow); on the other hand, it agrees to so great an extent 
with Paul’s mode of citing the same in Rom. xii. 19, that 
even the Aé€yes KUptos, which is wanting in Deuteronomy, is 
found in both these places. This agreement arises, according 
to Bleek, de Wette, Delitzsch, and Reiche, Comm. Crit. p. 97 
(comp. also Bohme), from a deriving of the citation from the 
Epistle to the Romans; while according to Meyer (at Rom. 
xii, 19, 2, 3, and 4 Aufl.) the identical words: éy® avta- 
moswaw, are to be traced back to the paraphrase of Onkelos 
(Bbw NIN) as the common source employed by Paul and the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Yet with much greater 
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probability is the coincidence to be explained by the supposi- 
tion that the utterance, in the form adopted here as with Paul, 
had become proverbial. This was also the later view of Meyer 
(see Meyer on Rom. xii. 19, 5 Aufl. p, 551 f.).— The second 
utterance: «pivel xvptos tov Aaov avTod, attached by 
means of cal manevp (i. 5, ii. 13), is found in like form, Deut. 
xxxii, 36 and Ps. exxxy. 14. This xpivewy tov adv 
avrod has, in the mind of the author of the epistle, the 
general signification of the holding of judgment upon His 
people, so that the recreant members among the same will 
not be able to escape punishment. Different is the sense of 
the original: He shall do justice for His people. Delitzsch, it 
is true, who is followed therein by Maier, Kluge, Moll, and 
Hofmann, will not acknowledge such diversity of the sense. 
But he is able to remove such diversity only, in that—mani- 
festly led thereto in the interest of a mistaken harmonistic 
method—he foists upon the author of the epistle the state- 
ment: “the Lord will do justice for His church, and punish 
its betrayers and blasphemers;” a statement of which the 
first half—as opposed to the grammatical meaning of xpiveuv, 
as well as to the connection with ver. 26, since this latter 
leads of necessity not to the idea of rendering justice to any 
one, but exclusively to the idea of punitive judgment—is 
only arbitrarily imported. 

At ver. 31 the whole train of thought, vv. 26-30, is 
briefly summed up, and with this the warning brought to a 
close. Fearful ts tt to fall into the hands of the living God, 
ae. to fall a victim to the divine punitive judgment. Comp. 
Matt. x. 28; Luke xii. 4, 5.— éuaimresy eis yxetpas 
kuptov occurs also with the LXX. 2 Sam. xxiv. 14, 
1 Chron. xxi. 13, Ecclus. ii, 18, but is there used in the 
mild sense, in that it is opposed to falling into the hands of 
men. Bengel: Bonum est incidere cum fide; temere terri- 
bile. — Oe0d favTos] see at iii. 12. 

Vv. 32-39. There follows after the warning an arousing. 
Mindful of the Christian manliness which the readers had 
displayed in former days, they are not to lose Christian 
joyfulness, but rather with patience to persevere in the 
Christian life; for only quite a short time will now elapse 
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before the return of Christ and the coming in of the promised 
fulness of blessing. Comp. vi. 9 ff.—Theodoret: ’Ezed:) 
d€ Tadta ikava Hv avtods dvidcat, ddAvywpiay aivittopueva Kal 
Tov Oelwy apéevav, Kepdvvver TdV elpnuevav TO abaTnpoy TH 
wunpn Tov Syn KatopOwpévor. Oddséev yap obtws els mpoOvulav 
Sueyelpel, WS TOV oikelwy KaTopPepdTwY pvrpn. — Of the facts 
themselves, of which mention is made vv. 32-34, nothing 
further is known from other sources. That the author, as 
Bleek, II. 2, p. 707, thinks possible, had before his mind “the 
whole first period of the Christian church at Jerusalem, in 
which the church still held firmly together, and particularly 
the persecutions which preceded and followed the martyrdom 
of Stephen,” is hardly to be supposed. For only in a very 
indirect way could praise be bestowed upon the recipients of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews for their behaviour under these 
afflictions, seeing they formed a second generation of the 
Palestinian Christians, who, according to xii. 4, had as yet 
been spared persecutions having a bloody termination. 

Ver. 32. Dwticbévtes] after ye were illumined, ie. after ye 
had recognised Christ as the Saviour of men, and ranked 
yourselves among His confessors. Comp. vi. 4. — d6Anovw | 
a word of the later Greek style, in the N. T., however, a 
dmaE Xeyouevov, combines with raOnpatwv into a single 
idea: contest of sufferings. Chrysostom: ovy amas elev 
aOrnow wmeueivate, GAG peTa TpocOnKns TOV Torr. 
Kai ov« etre reipacpovs, dAda aOdAnow, OTrep eat éyKwpiou 
dvowa Kal étraivwy peylotwy.— vTropevery| to sustain, here 
with the subsidiary notion of stedfastness and unweariedness. 

Ver. 33. Todto pév... Todto dé] on the one hand... on 
the other; partly... partly. A genuinely Greek formula 
(comp. Wetstein ad loc.). In the N. T. only here. — todo 
pev overdicpots Te Kal OrApeow Oeatprfopevor] in that, on 
the one hand, by conditions of infamy (xi. 26, xiii. 13) and by 
tribulations, ye were made a spectacle (were exposed publicly 
to reviling). dvesdsopor (belonging to the later period of 
the Greek language; see Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 512) has 
reference to the assaults upon honour and good name, 
Ortrevs to assaults upon the person (the life) and outward 
possessions. — Oeatpifouevoe] comp. 1 Cor. iv. 9: Oéarpov 
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ever iOnuev TO KocHw Kal ayyédols Kat dvOpwrots. The verb 
only here and with the Church Fathers. — tobro 6€ Kowvwvol 
... yevnOévres] and, on the other hand, ye became associates 
(fellow-sufferers) ... sc. by the administering of consolation, 
and by efforts for the alleviation of their sufferings. xowevoi 
yevnOévtes is elucidated by ouverafjzate, ver. 34, thus 
alludes equally as the first half of the.sentence to historic 
facts. Arbitrarily therefore Ebrard: the expression indicates 
that the readers, “ by the act of their conversion, had become 
once for all associates in that community, of which they 
knew that it thus fared, or was thus wont to fare with it.” 
—TdvV oUTws avactpepouévav] of those who were im such 
condition (sc. év OrXrperw Kal ovedicpots). Kypke, Storr, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, and others supplement the oftws from the 
TOAAY GOAnoW trepetvate TAOnUaTwY, Ver. 32: of those who 
thus walked, ve. sustained with great stedfastness the contest 
of sufferings. In favour of this interpretation the authority 
- of the ordinary Biblical use of avactpéhec@at may no doubt 
be urged. Since, however, woAdAnv dOrAnow drrepevare 
Tadnpatwv, ver. 32, is the general statement, which after- 
wards, ver. 33, separates into two special subdivisions by 
means of TovTo péev... TodTo Oé, so ov’Tws in the second 
member can only refer back to the immediately foregoing 
characterization in the first member. 

Ver. 34. Confirmatory elucidation of ver. 33, and that in 
such form that cai... ouverra@jcate corresponds to the 
latter half of ver. 33, and cai... mpooedé€acbe to the former 
half thereof.— «at yap tots Secplows cvverrabnoate] for ye 
had both compassion (iv. 15) on the prisoners, in that ye 
bestowed upon them active sympathy. —«al thy dapraynv 
TeV UTapYoYTaY tuav K.7.r.| and also accepted (comp. xi. 35) 
with joy the plundering of your goods, with joy, or willingly 
submitted to it. Wrongly Heinrichs, according to whom 
mpocdéyec@ar here expresses, at the same time, the idea of 
“exspectare” and of “ recipere,” so that we have to translate : 
“ye looked for it.’ —rywwoKovtTes éyew éavtois Kpelttova 
vmapiw Kab pévovcay] indication of motive for kat tiv 
aprayny K.T.d.: knowing that ye have for yourselves (as your 
true possession) a better property (Acts ii. 45), and that an 
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abiding one, namely, the spiritual, everlasting blessings of 
Christianity, of which no power of the earth can deprive you. 
Comp. Matt. vi. 20; Luke xii. 33. 

Ver. 35. Exhortation deduced from vv. 32-34. The self- 
sacrificing zeal for Christianity displayed in the past ought to 
animate the readers to a joyful maintenance of the same 
likewise in the present, since of a truth this very stedfastness 
in zeal leads to the longed-for goal. — droBadrew] here not 
the involuntary losing (Jac. Cappellus, Losner, and others), 
but the voluntary casting from one, or letting fall away (comp. 
Mark x. 50), as though it were a question only of a worthless, 
useless thing; 7 dmoBddrew thus the same as xaréyew, 
ver. 23, ili. 6, 14, and xparteiv, iv. 14, vi. 18.— tv rappn- 
ciav tpov| your joyful confidence, sc. towards Christ as your 
Saviour. The free, courageous confession of Christianity 
before the world, of which Beza, Grotius, and others under- 
stand the expression, is only the consequence of the wappnoia, 
which here, too, as ver. 19, iii. 6, iv. 16, denotes a frame of 
the mind. — rus] which of a truth. Introduction of a well- 
known, indisputable verity. — weyarnv pscbatrodociay] great 
rewarding retribution (see at i. 2), namely, the promised 
everlasting blessedness (ver. 36).— The present Eyer, although 
the psc Oarrodocia is as yet something future, of the undoubted 
certainty of its containing in itself, or having as a consequence. 

Ver. 36. Justification of the foregoing exhortation py) dzo- 
Garnre. It is true the readers have already distinguished 
themselves by Christian manliness; but what is needing to 
them in order to reach the goal is stedfastness and perse- 
verance, since they are beginning to grow lukewarm in 
Christianity. 7opovis is therefore, as the principal notion, 
emphatically prefixed. — 70 0éXnwa Tod Oeod] that which God 
wills, or requires, .€. in accordance with the context: not 
merely the having become believers in Christ, but also the 
stedfast continuance in faith unto the end. Theophylact : 
Oérnpa Ocod TO aypt Tédovs bromeivar. Against the connec- 
tion Bleek : 7d O€Anua Tod Geod is “ the sanctification of men 
by the sacrifice of the Son of God” (vv. 7, 9, 10), and con- 
sequently the rocety thereof the willing submission to be 
sanctified by the Redeemer. Too general the acceptation of 
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Tholuck (similarly Stein and others): “the regulation 
[Normirung] of the life in accordance with the divine will,” 
without further limitation, is that which is meant. — zros7- 
cavtes| refers not to that which, according to ver. 32 ff, has 
already been accomplished by the readers (Bengel); nor does 
it denote something simultaneous with the xouifec@as, or 
rather without regard to time therewith coinciding (Delitzsch, 
Alford) ; it is employed in a strictly aoristic sense, and points 
on to the future, inasmuch as the aosjoae must already 
have become a completed fact, before the nowifec@as, as yet 
belonging to the future, can be realized. — tv émayyeriav | 
the promise, i.e. that which is promised, the promised ever- 
lasting blessedness. 

Vy. 37, 88. Ground of encouragement to the tzopovn, of 
which the readers stood in need, expressed with a free 
application of the words of Hab. ii. 3, 4, according to the 
LXX. Continuance is necessary for the readers, and that 
continuance, indeed, only for a short time, since the return of 
Christ is to be looked for within a very short space of time, 
and then to those who have persevered in the faith everlasting 
life will be the portion conferred ; the apostates, on the other 
hand, shall be overtaken by destruction. — The words érze 
yap prxpov dcov cov are not a constituent part of the 
citation, but proceed from the author himself.-— pexpdv dcov 
dcov] is found Isa. xxvi. 20, and signifies literally: a little, 
how much, how much! ze. a very, very little, or @ very short 
time. pxpov (John xiv. 19, xvi. 16 ff.) is nominative,—not 
accusative to the question when, as is supposed by Bleek (but 
only in his larger Comm.; otherwise in his later Vorleswngen, 
p. 417), Bisping, Alford, and Hofmann, as also Meyer on 
John xiii. 33,—and nothing more than éoriv is to be supple- 
mented to the same (see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 544). 
The reduplication of the écov, however, serves for the 
significant strengthening of the notion. To be compared 
Aristoph. Vesp, 213: ti ove amexotunOnpev Ocov doov otirnv; 
Arrian, Indic, xxix. 15: odtyou 6€ attav oreipovow cov 
daov THS xwOpys. See Hermann, ad Viger. 726. —o épyopevos 
nEee kal od xpovet] and then He that cometh will come, and 
will not delay. —LXX. le. ver. 3: S007 étv Spacis eis Karpov 
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Kal avatere els Tépas Kab ovK eis Kevov' éav boreprjon, 
UTropwevov avtov, Ore Epyomevos HEew Kal ov wy Ypovion. 
In the sense of the prophet, the discourse is of the certain 
fulfilment of the prophecy regarding the overthrow of the 
Chaldees. The LXX., however, wrongly translated the words, 
and as the épyouevos looked upon either God or the Messiah, 
of whom also the later Jewish theologians interpreted the 
passage (see Wetstein ad loc.). Of the Messiah the author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews also understands the expression, 
and therefore adds the article o to épyopuevos. In like 
manner 6 é€pyomevos appears, Matt. xi. 3, Luke vii. 19, as 
a current appellation of the Messiah (based upon Dan. vii. 13; 
Heck. ix 9%, Mal iii. 1; Ps, xl..8 [7]; exviii, 26). Only: in 
the instances mentioned the jirst appearing of the Messiah 
upon earth is intended, whereas in our passage (as also very 
frequently by épyec@as elsewhere in the N. T., eg. 1 Cor. 
xi 26; Acts i. 11; Matt. xvi. 27,28; John: xxi 22, 23) 
the return of Christ, as of the Messiah crucified upon earth 
and exalted to heaven, for the consummation of the kingdom 
of God, is that which is referred to. Arbitrarily Carpzov, 
Heinrichs, Bloomfield, Ebrard, and others: a coming for the 
destruction of Jerusalem is here to be thought of. 

Ver. 38. Continuation of the citation, yet so that the author 
adduces the two clauses of Hab. 1. 4 in inverted order. For 
in the O. T. passage the words read: éav trrocteidnTat, ovK 
evooKkel 4 uyn jou év aiT@ oO Sé Sikasos ex TicTews pou 
[o dé Sixaws pov ex mictews] Sjoerar. The transposition is 
intentional, in order to avoid the supplying of the subject 
6 épxopevos to brocteiAntas, —- 6 b& StKkalos pov ex TicTEews 
Ejoerar] my (of God, not of Christ: Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebrierbr. p. 621, Obs.) righteous one (the devout man belong- 
ing to me), however, shall live by faith. é« mictews, namely, 
is, in the sense of the author of the epistle, to be referred to 
Encerat. To conjoin it here, too, as Rom. i. 17 and Gal. 
iii. 11, with Séeavos (so Baumgarten, Schulz, Bohme, Kuinoel, 
Klee, Stengel, a/.), is inadmissible, because, according to the 
connection, the design is not to state by what any one becomes 
Sixacos, but by what he will obtain the érayyeXia, or, 
what is the same thing, the {7 aiwvios, The notion of the 
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miotts here closely attaches itself to the Hebrew 28, The 
meaning, in harmony with the conception prevailing elsewhere 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, divergent from that of Paul, is 
the believing, faithfully enduring trust in God and His promises. 
The second member, cat éav UrooteiAntae K.T.r., has been 
misunderstood by the LXX. In the Hebrew: ney m3 
ia iwp2 MIWIND, behold, lifted up, not upright is his (se. the 
Chaldean’ ’g) soul in him. —— éav Umoarethyrae | if so be that 
he with faint heart draws back. Comp. Gal. ii, 12. In the 
application: if he becomes lukewarm in Christianity, and 
apostatizes from the same. wtmooreiAntae does not stand 
impersonally ; nor have we, with Grotius, Maier, and others, 
to supply tis, or, with de Wette, Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 487 
(less decidedly, 5 Aufl. p. 427), and Buttmann, Gramm. des 
neutest. Sprachgebr. p. 117, to supplement from the foregoing 
6 dixatos the general idea dvOpwiros as subject. The subject 
is still the foregoing 0 décaids ov. This is, moreover, placed 
beyond doubt, since déatos above is not to be taken in the 
narrower Pauline sense, but in the general sense of the devout 
man; he, however, who is in this sense d/kasos, ceases by 
the tmocréA\AcoOar to be a Sixavos. — } uy pov] wou has 
reference to God, not to Christ (Oecumenius, as likewise, but 
with hesitation, Theophylact, as more recently Riehm, l.c.), still 
less to the author of the epistle (Calvin: perinde accipiendum 
est, ac sl ex suo sensu apostolus proferret hance sententiam. 
Neque enim illi propositum fuit exacte recitare prophetae 
verba, sed duntaxat locum notare, ut ad propriorem intuitum 
invitaret lectores). 

Ver. 39. The author expresses his confidence that the 
readers and himself belong not to the class of men who, 
because they draw back from Christianity out of cowardly 
misgiving, fall a prey to destruction, but rather to the class 
of those who do not grow weary in the Christian faith, and 
therefore attain to life. This expression of confidence is in 
its essence an admonition, and indeed a more urgent one than 
though the direct form of exhortation had been chosen. — To 
éopév Grotius, Wolf, Carpzov, Heinrichs, and many others 
erroneously supplement téxva or viol. For etvas, with the 
mere genitive, is a well-known genuinely Greek manner of 
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expressing a relation of pertaining toa thing. See Bernhardy, 
Syntax, p. 165; Kiihner, II. p. 167. — els am@ndecav ... eis 
mepitroinaw fwns| Corroborative allusion to the result of the 
two opposite lines of action. — a7@Xeva is everlasting per- 
dition, and wepstolinors uxfs (comp. 1 Thess. v. 9: eds 
mepiToinow cwtnpias) gaining of the soul, ae. everlasting life 
and everlasting blessedness. Wrongly Ebrard: of the bodily 
deliverance from the judgment impending over Jerusalem, is 
the discourse to be understood. —- #uvy7%s, moreover, belongs 
simply to zepuroinow, not already, as Bohme and Hofmann 
will have it, to d@devay, since only wepuol., not also a7on~., 
stood in need of an addition. 
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VER. 8. wi ex gasvouévav| Instead thereof there is read in the 
Peshito: ex illis, quae non cernuntur; in the Vulgate: ex 
invisibilibus; in Lat. D E: ex non apparentibus. These trans- 
lations, however, are a mere interpretative gloss, from which the 
actual existence of an early reading: 2x m7 Qasvoweywy, cannot 
at all be inferred. — The preference to the Recepta: ra BrAexs- 
eva, is merited by the reading rt BAexowevov, commended to 
attention by Griesbach, adopted by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and 
Alford, approved also by de Wette, Tholuck, Delitzsch, and 
others. To be preferred partly on account of the better attesta- 
tion by means of A D* E* x, 17, It. Copt. Clem. Didym. Ath. 
Cyr. al., partly because a mutation from the singular into the 
plural was more naturally suggested than the opposite. — 
Ver. 4. Elz.: waprupotyros éxi rots Owporg abdrod rod eo. 
Instead of this, A D* s* 17 have: waprupotvrog eat sore 
dwpors adrot rH 6¢@ Adopted by Lachm. But the thought: 
“in that Abel, in regard to his offerings, gave testimony to 
God,” would be unintelligible, and, moreover, incorrectly and 
unhappily expressed. Besides, since waprupotvros x.7.A.18 the un- 
nustakable nearer definition to éwaprupqjén, the context naturally 
points to God as the subject in waprupotvroc. Beyond doubt, 
therefore, +@ #¢@ arose only from the eye of the copyist wander- 
ing to the r@ d:@ at the beginning of the verse. — In place of 
the Recepta %~are7ra1, Griesbach (who, however, attaches equal 
value to the Recepta), Bleek, Scholz, Tisch. Bloomfield, Delitzsch, 
Alford, Reiche rightly read A«Aez In favour of this is de- 
cisive, on the one hand, the important authority of A 8, 17, 
23, 31, 39, al. mult., Syr. utr. Arabb. Copt. Armen. Slav. rec. 
Vulg. Clem. Orig. Athan. Nyss. Chrys. (in comment.) Epiphan. 
Austerius Damasc. Chron. alex. Theodoret (in textu), Photius 
ms. Oecum. Theophyl., on the other hand, the wsus loquendi. 
For neither in taking AwAe7ras in the middle sense, with Beza, 
Er. Schmid, Wolf, Carpzov, Baumgarten, nor yet in the passive: 
praedicatur, laudatur, in omnium ore est, with Jos. Scaliger, Lud. 
de Dieu, Wetstein, Heinrichs, Stengel, should we be warranted 
on linguistic grounds; quite apart from the fact that, in the 
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latter acceptation, the statement would be a very trivial one, — 
Ver. 5. Elz.: eipioxero. Better attested, however (by A D Ex, 
109, Epiphan.), is the form yipioxero, which is found likewise 
in the LXX. Gen. v. 24,in the Cod. Alex. Rightly adopted by 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and Alford. —In place of the Recepta : 
Tis weradécews adrov, we have to write, with Lachm. Bleek, 
Tisch. de Wette, Delitzsch, Alford, and others, after A D* x* 
17, 67** 80, Vulg. It. Copt., merely: rg weradéoews, and in 
place of the received form einpeoryxévas, with Lachm. Tisch. 1, 
2, and 7, Delitzsch, and Alford, the form better attested (by 
A K L, 46, 71, 73, al., Theophyl.) : stapeornxévas. — Ver. 8. 
Elz.: zarcbwevos. But A D (E2) Vulg. It. Arm. Theodoret, 
Jer. Bed. have 6 zadotmevoc. Approved by Mill. Rightly 
placed in the text by Lachm. and Tisch. 1.— The article réy, 
inserted in the Recepta before réaov, we have, with Lachm. 
Bleek, Tisch. 1, 7, and 8, and Alford, after A D* x*, to delete ; 
and, after A D* K, many min. Chrys. Damasc. TheophyL, 
with Lachm. Tisch. 1, 2, and 7, and Alford, to write ¢weAAev in 
place of the Recepta juwerxre. — Ver. 9. nai wapyxnoev, which 
D* E, together with their Latin translation, furnish in place of 
the Recepta: sisres rapoxnesy, is a later corruption, Inasmuch 
as in ver. 9 a fresh evidence is given of the iors of Abraham. 
—«is viv] Elz: cis viv yx» But the article is wanting in 
A D** K L®, very many cursives, with Damasc. and Oecum. 
It is suspected by Griesbach, rightly rejected by Lachm. Bleek, 
Tisch. Alford. — Ver. 11. zai supe xaspiv hranias | Elz.: xai 
Tapa xaipoy HAinias Ersxev. But grexev is a later gloss, which 
is condemned by A D* * 17, Vulg. It. Copt. Sah. Aeth. utr. 
Chrys. (codd.). It was already regarded as spurious by Beza, 
Grotius, Mill (Prolegg. 1355), Bengel ; and is rightly deleted by 
Griesbach, Knapp, Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. Alford, and 
others. — Ver. 12. In place of the Recepta éyevv;dnouy, Lachm. 
Bleek, Delitzsch, and Alford read éyev4éq0ay, which, on account 
of the stronger attestation by A D* K, 109, 219* al. (Vulg. 
It.: orti sunt), is to be preferred. — as 4 ¢uu0:] So already the 
Editt. Complut. and Steph. 2, then Bengel, Gricsbach, Matthaei, 
Knapp, Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. Bloomfield, Delitzsch, 
Alford, and others. Elz.: woe! dumog. Against A D (* and ** 
and ***)! E K Lx, 23, 37, 46, 47, al. mult., Chrys. (codd.) Damase. 
Oecum. Theophyl.— 4 wap& rd x?A0¢] is wanting in D* KE, in 
their Latin translation, and in Aeth. utr. The origin of the 
omission is to be traced back to a mere error in writing, to 
which the resemblance of sound of the closing letters in gumos 
and yerAos gave occasion. — Ver. 13. In place of the Recepia wu 
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rAaBévrec, Lachm. reads w4 spocdsEdmevosr. But the Recepta 
is supported by the considerable authority of D E K Lx*** 
almost all the cursives, Theodoret, and others; while the reading 
of Lachm., probably arising from ver. 35, has only the testimony 
of A in its favour, and is devoid of meaning. For zpoodega- 
wevor could, in accordance with the usage prevailing else- 
where, only signify either the subjective having expected (having 
awaited), or the subjective having admitted. But neither of 
these meanings would be compatible with the statement of 
ver. 13, which would be suitably expressed only if xpoodsEdpevor 
could be explained of the objective having recewed, what is 
never denoted by this verb. The reading uj xowsodmevor in 8* 
some cursives (17, 23* 39, a/.), and, with Chrys. (in comment.) 
Damasc. Theophyl. (adopted by Tisch. 8), was only called forth 
by the similar turn x. 36, xi. 39. — idévrec] Elz.: idévres nal 
werobévres. But the addition xa/ wescdévres has almost all the 
witnesses (also 8) against it. It is found in only two or three 
cursives, and is an explanatory gloss to doraocdwevor Comp. 
Chrysostom : ouTW mTemElowevor Fouv repli air&y we nal dowdouobas 
airacg; Oecumenius: «ai dorackmevor’ resodevrec. — Ver. 15. é56- 
Byour] Elz. Griesbach (who, however, has placed 2£¢Syo0» on the 
inner margin), Matthaei, Knapp, Scholz, Bloomfield: 2274 do». 
Against A D* E* s* 17, 73, 80, Athan. (ed. Bened.; edd. al. : 
2&eSandnoay) Chron. alex. Damasc. — Ver. 16. viv 6¢] Elz. Matt. 
Bloomfield: yu»? 62 Against decisive witnesses (A D En, 44, 
48, al. perm., Athan. Chrys. Theodoret, Oecum.). — Ver. 19. 
The Lecepta éyeiperv has the support of D E K Lx, almost 
all min. Orig. Chrys. Theodoret, Damasc. al.; Lachm. and 
Tisch. 1 read, after A (eyes), 17, 71, Cyr. Chron. alex.: éye7pau. 
— Elz.: duvarés; A D**: ddvaras Adopted by Lachm. into 
the text.— Ver. 20. In place of the Recepta wriore:, Lachm. 
Bleek, Tisch. 1, 2, 7, Alford have adopted ciore: xai, after 
A D* 17, 23, 37, al., Vulg. It. Chrys. (but not in all Mss. and 
editt.) Theodoret, Damasc. Sedul. Bede. Rightly. za/ might 
appear superfluous, and on that account was more likely to be 
omitted than added. — Ver. 23. Instead of the Recepta d:4- 
raya, Lachm. reads déyue. But this reading is founded only 
in a conjectural manner upon A, inasmuch as all the letters of 
the word except the 6 have been torn away from the Codex. 
Apart from this, 6éy« is found only in one cursive Ms. of the 
twelfth century (Cod. 34). It is probably a gloss from Luke 
il. 1.— At the close of ver. 23, D* E (as also their Latin trans- 
lation, as well as three codd. of the Vulgate) further add the 
words: sort PEYAS YEVOMLEV0S MUUONS AaYiAcy TOY KIyUTTIOY xaTaVOWY 
Thy TUTWWG TaY BdsAdwv aurov, aS to the spuriousness of which, 
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although Zeger and Mill (Prolegg. 496) held them to be genuine, 
no doubt can exist, even on account of the wéyas yevdwevos, ver. 24. 
They are a complementary addition in conformity to Acts vii. 
23 ff. — Ver. 26. raiv Aiyiarov] Elz.: civ év Aiyberw. Against 
DEK Lx (also against the later supplementer of B), 31, 44, 
46, al. plur., Syr. utr. Copt. al., Clem. Euseb. al. Rejected by 
Griesbach, Matthaei, Knapp, Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. de Wette, 
Delitzsch, Alford, al. The ray év Aiytarov, adopted by Lachm., 
after A and some cursives (3, 71), owes its origin to an uncom- 
pleted correction. — Ver. 28. Instead of the Recepta srodpsiay, 
A D E, Damasce. have the more correct (@Aedpos) form éA¢- 
épevwy, which is rightly preferred by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 
1, 2, 7, and Alford. — Ver. 29. Elz. has merely as d:d Enpé&e. 
But, with Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Delitzsch, and Alford, we have 
to add y%s, after A D* Ex, 17, 31, 47, al.; Chrys. Theodoret 
(cod.), and probably all the versions. Since y%s was no neces- 
sary addition, it could easily get omitted. — Ver. 30. Recepta: 
execs. But, after A D* 8, 17, 23, 31, al., Chrys. ms., ¢reouy (in 
favour of which, also, ?7¢ooy in 37, and Chrys. ms,, testifies) is 
to be looked upon as the original reading. Adopted by Lachm. 
Bleek, Tisch. Alford. Approved by Delitzsch. — Ver. 32. Elz.: 
éxincinver yap we. With Lachm. Tisch. 7 and 8, and Alford, 
after A D* s, we have to transpose into: ér:Acier we yop. — 
In that which follows, the Recepta reads: rep? Tedewv, Bupax 
re xa) Samrpov nal leodde, Auvid re xa) Sapmouna. — Instead 
thereof, Lachm. reads (and so also Tisch. 1 and 8), as it also 
stands in the Codex Sinaiticus: rep) Tedsav Baupax Samba 
Iepdde Aaveid re xa? Sawovya. On internal grounds neither 
of these forms of the text commends itself. For, in the case of 
both, the persons here further mentioned would have been 
enumerated, in contradiction with the mode of proceeding 
hitherto observed, without regard to the chronology ; inasmuch 
as, historically, Barak was to have been mentioned before 
Gideon, Jephthah before Samson, Samuel before David. And 
yet the regularity with which each time the second name 
designates a person earlier in a chronological respect, points to 
an order of succession chosen with design. Observe, further, 
that in the last member, Aauié re xa/ Samovq?., there 1s nowhere 
found a variation with regard to the particles. There can thus 
hardly be room for doubt that the foregoing names also were 
originally arranged in groups of two. It appears, accordingly, 
the better course to retain the Recepta, with the two modifica- 
tions,—that, with D*, ««/ Bapéx is read in place of the mere 
Bapéx; and then, with A, 17, Vulg. Copt. Arm. Clem. Cyr. Al. 
Epiphan. Ambr. Bede, the mere Saucy is read instead of re 
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ei Sars» (The xa before Iz9éce is supported by D EK LI, 
almost all cursives, Syr. al., Chrys. Theodoret, Damasc. al.) 
Thus arises the text: rep/ Tedeav xal Bapax, Saurav zal 
Tepbds, Auvtd re xai Sapovga, and the sense is: “ of Gideon as 
well as of Barak, of Samson not less than of Jephthah, of David 
even as of Samuel.” In connection with this form of the text, 
the otherwise very strange breach in the chronological order 
disappears, since the discourse advances historically with the 
addition of each new double member; while, in the double 
members themselves, the mention of the later person before the 
earlier is justified by the mention on each occasion of those 
who are in point of time contemporaries, as also from the con- 
sideration of rhetorical effect. — Ver. 34. After A D* 8, Lachm. 
has adopted waxafpng (and so also Tisch. 7 and 8) instead of 
the Recepta wayaipus, and, after A D* 8*: éduvamudnouy (So 
also Tisch. 8), in place of the Recepta: éveduvamadnouy. — 
Ver. 35. yuvaizes] Lachm. has, after A D* 8*: yuvatzas, what, 
however, rests upon a mere error in transcribing, and is to be 
rejected as meaningless. — Ver. 37. wayaipus] D* 8, Lachm. 
Tisch. 7 and 8: wayafpns. — Ver. 38. The Recepta év épnuiass 
is attested by D E K L, min. Clem. Orig. (twice) Chrys. 
Theodoret, Damasc. al. Lachm. and Tisch. 7 and 8 read, with 
A®, 71, 73, 118, Orig. (once) Socrat.: é7? épnuiass, which, 
however, can have arisen only from an error of the copyist. — 
Ver. 39. Elz.: rijv érayyeriav. A, 80, Arab. Polygl. Lachm.: 


THS ERAYYERNIAS. 


Vv. 1-40.1 The author defines the nature of the ices 
which he requires of the readers, and then presents to them in 
chronological succession examples thereof from the days of old. 

Ver. 1. The definition. This is no scholastic, exhaustive 
one, but brings out only that element as the essence of the 
miotts, with which the author was here alone concerned; 
inasmuch as, according to x. 35 ff., just the inner certainty of 
conviction with regard to the Christian hope, and the stedfast 
continuance in the same dependent thereon, was that which 
was lacking to the readers. The words: éotev dé mwictis 
eX Comevov UTroactacss, are to be taken together as a single 
statement, and reaywatwv érxeyyxos ov BrNeTopévor forms 
an apposition to éAmouévwv vroctacis: “ faith, however, 7s 

*P. J. L. Huet, De antiquissimorum Dei cultorum, qui in epistolae ad Heb- 


raeos capite xi, memorantur, fide diversaeademque una. Lugd. Batav. 1824, 8, 
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a firm confidence in regard to that which is hoped for, a being 
convinced of things which are invisible.” IZIiotis is accord- 
ingly subject ; édmfomévwv vrrooracis, as well as tpaypdtovr 
Ereyxos ov Brerropévar, predicate ; and éotev (which, standing 
at the beginning, is to be accentuated as the verbwm substan- 
tivum, see Kiihner, I. p. 72) emphatically preposed copula, 
with the design of attaching to the presupposition, expressed 
x. 39, of wiotis as a quality present in the readers, the state- 
ment as to the nature and essence of this wiotus. Quite 
similar is the use of cru in the beginning of the proposition, 
1 Tim. vi. 6: Gor 5é ropicpos péyas % edoéBera pera 
avtapketas, and Luke viii. 11: éorw dé attn % tapaBonr. 
Grammatically admissible indeed, but to be rejected—because 
in that case a thought would be expressed which is not suggested 
by the connection, and, moreover, a truth in regard to which 
no contradiction whatever was to be expected on the part 
of the readers—is it when Bohme (as formerly also Winer, 
Gramm., 3 and + Aufl.; otherwise 5 Aufl. p. 70, 6 Aufl. p. 56, 
7 Aufl. p. 58 f.) will have éorey taken as a verb substantive, 
and tmoctacts, as likewise édeyyos, taken as apposition to 
miatis: “there is, however, a faith, a confidence,’ etc. — 
miotts] without an article, since the author will define the 
notion of zioris in general, not exclusively the notion of 
specifically Christian faith. — imrdcracus] is by many explained 
as “reality” (entity, Wesenheit), and placed on a par with 
ovata, substantia, essentia, and the like, which, however, is 
already proved to be inadmissible from the fact that the 
notion of “reality” cannot be immediately applied, but, in 
order to become fitting, must first be changed into that of an 
“endowing with reality,” in such wise that one can then 
make out the sense: faith clothes things which are not yet 
at all present with a substance or real existence, as though 
they were already present. This mode of interpretation was 
followed by Chrysostom (é7rewd yap ta év édids avuTootata 
evar Soxel, ) TlaTis Umoctacw avtois yapiteTar’ madrov Oé, 
ov yapifetat GAN avbTo éotw ovola aiTav' olov 7 dvactacts 
ov Tapayéyovey ovdé eat év broatdcet, GAN 7 éXrris Udi- 
otnow avtyny év Th nueTepa Wuyx7), Theodoret (Secxvucw ws 
idectata Ta undeTrwo yeyevnuéva), Oecumenius (alotis éativ 
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a’t % birdctacis Kal ovola Tov édAmiLouevwv Tpayydtov 
éredy yap ta év éArlicw avuTooctatad éoTw as Téws pI) 
Tapovta, 1 mlotis ovcia Tis avTOY Kal 7 tbroctacis yivetat, 
elvat ata Kal rrapeivat TpoTov Twa TapacKevafovea did Tod 
muatevey evar), Theophylact (oveiwows tov pyro dvTwv Kat 
iroctacis Tov pn vdectwtwy), by the Vulgate (substantia), 
by Ambrose, Augustine, Vatablus (rerum, quae sperantur, 
essentia), H. Stephanus (illud, quod facit, ut jam exstent, quae 
sperantur), Schlichting, Bengel, Heinrichs, Bisping, and others. 
— But likewise drrogtaccs is not to be interpreted either 
by “fundamentum,” with Faber Stapulensis, Clarius, Schulz, 
Stein, Stengel, Woerner, and others, nor by “placing before 
one,” with Castellio (dicitur eorum, quae sperantur, subjectio, 
quod absentia nobis subjiciat ac proponat, efficiatque ut prae- 
sentia esse videantur, nec secus eis assentiamur, quam si 
cerneremus) and Paulus. For neither of the two affords in 
itself, without further amplification, a satisfactory, precise 
notion, quite apart from the fact that the last-mentioned 
signification can hardly be supported by the testimony of 
linguistic usage. — The alone correct course is consequently, 
with Luther, Cameron, Grotius, Wolf, Huét, Bohme, Bleek, 
de Wette, Tholuck, Ebrard, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Riehm, 
Lehrbegr. des Hebriierbr. p. 702, Alford, Maier, Moll, and others, 
to take brootaccs, as at ili. 14 (vid. ad loc.), as inner con- 
fidence. — érmiopevorv] gen. objecti: of that (or: with regard 
to that) which is still hoped for, has not yet appeared in an 
actual form. The main emphasis in the predicate rests upon 
éX fom ‘ver, as also upon the concluding words, correspond- 
ing in apposition thereto, ov BXeropévwv. — Tpaypdtor] 
belongs to ov Brerowevwv. The conjoining with érmifopevor 
(Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Estius, Bohme, Woerner, and others) 
deprives the two halves of the proposition of their rhythmical 
symmetry. — tpaywatov édeyyos ov Bretropevar] a being con- 
evinced, (in mind or heart) of things which are invisible, ve. a 
firm inner persuasion of the existence of unseen things, even 
as though they were manifest to one’s eyes. éAXeyxos here 
expresses not the active notion of the convincing or assuring 
(Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréierbr. p. 703 ; Moll, Hof- 
mann), but, corresponding to the notion of the forementioned 
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trooracts, indicates the result of the édéyyew (comp. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 24), as Noyos that produced by the Neyew, rUros that 
effected by the tvrrew, etc. To be rejected as unsuitable 
are the explanations: Proof, argumentum (Vulgate, Ambrose, 
Schlichting, Wolf, Heinrichs, and others) ; indiciwm (Erasmus) ; 
demonstratio (Calvin, H. Stephanus, Jac. Cappellus, Bengel, 
Alford, al.) ; apprehensio (Clarius); “a certain assurance, gua- 
rantee” (Stein), and many others. ov BXeropueva, however, 
on account of the objective negation, combines together into 
the unity of notion “ invisible,’ and is a more general charac- 
terization than éXwifdueva. While the latter is restricted 
to that which is purely future, the former comprehends at the 
same time that which is already present, and denotes in 
general the supra-sensuous aud heavenly. — Calvin: Nobis 
vita aeterna promittitur, sed mortuis; nobis sermo fit de 
beata resurrectione, interea putredine sumus obvoluti; justi 
pronuntiamur, et habitat in nobis peccatum; audimus nos 
esse beatos, interea obruimur infinitis miseriis; promittitur 
bonorum omnium affluentia, prolixe vero esurimus et sitimus ; 
clamat Deus statim se nobis adfuturum, sed videtur surdus 
esse ad clamores nostros. Quid fieret, nisi spel inniteremur, 
ac mens nostra praelucente Dei verbo ac Spiritu per medias 
tenebras supra mundum emergeret ? 

Ver. 2. Justification of the characteristics mentioned, ver. 1, 
as those that are essential to the faith. Just this quality of 
faith was it by which the Old Testament saints were dis- 
tinguished, and on that account became objects of the divine 
satisfaction and the divine favour. — év tavtn] not equivalent 
to da tavrns (Luther, Vatablus, Calvin, Schlichting, Jac. 
Cappellus, Grotius, Bengel, Bohme, and the majority ; comp. 
vv. 4, 39), or: 0b eam (Wolf and others), or: touching faith, in 
point of faith (de Wette, Tholuck, Moll) ; but: an possession of 
a faith so constituted (Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 362, Obs.; 
Bleek, Bloomfield, Kurtz). — paptupetcbar] to obtain a testi- 
mony, and that according to the connection, a good, commenda- 
tory testimony, whether by words or deeds. Oecumenius: 
€uaptupnOncav vd Oeod e’npertynkéevar avT@. — ot mpeaBv- 
tepot| the ancients (Schulz: the early ancestors), te. the fore- 
fathers under the Old Covenant; with the accessory idea of 
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venerableness. A like name of honour, as elsewhere (i. 1, al.) 
ob TaTEpeEs. 

Ver. 3. The author is on the point of proving out the truth 
of ver. 2, in a series of historic instances from the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the O. T., when the thought forces itself upon him 
that the very first section of that sacred book of Scripture 
relates a fact of which the reality can only be recognised by 
means of faith. He first of all, therefore, calls attention to 
this fact, before proceeding, in ver. 4, to the designed enumera- 
tion of those historic examples. Certainly not very aptly, 
since ver. 3 cannot, as ver. 4 ff., serve in proof of the asser- 
tion, ver. 2, but, on the contrary, introduces into the exa- 
mination something heterogeneous in relation to ver. 4 ff 
For ver. 3 shows only the necessity for riotus on our part in 
regard to a fact belonging to the past and recorded in Scrip- 
ture; ver. 4 ff. there are placed before our eyes as models 
historic persons in whom the virtue of miéoris, so constituted 
as the author demands it of his readers, was livingly present. 
This judgment, that ver. 3 forms a heterogeneous insertion, is 
pronounced, indeed, by Delitzsch, to whom Kluge and Moll 
have acceded, an “unfair one.” But the counter observation 
of Delitzsch: “the author had already at ver. 2, in connec- 
tion with of mpeoBuvrepot, and particularly in connection with 
€uaptupyOnaav, the O. T. Scripture before his mind; so that 
the statement, although sounding thus personal, is equivalent 
to the proposition that the O. T. Scripture concedes no recog- 
nition to any mode of life which lies not within the province 
of faith,” labours under the defect of logical deliquescence ; it 
is a mere rationalizing of the words of ver. 2, simply and 
clearly preposed as the theme for that which follows. — 
miatet] Dat. instrumentalis: by virtue of faith. — voodpev] we 
discern. voetv is the inner perception, accomplished by means 
of the vots. Comp. Rom. i. 20.— Kcatnpric@ar] has been 
prepared (comp. LXX. Ps. Ixxiv. 16, Ixxxix. 38). More 
expressive than if eoujobar had been written. It repre- 
sents the having been created at the same time as a having been 
placed in a completed or perfect condition [xili. 21].— rovs 
aidvas| the world; see at i. 2.— pynwate Oeod] by the word 
(or authoritative command) of God. Reference to the repeated : 
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“And God said,’ Gen. i. Comp. 2 Pet. iii. 5; LXX. Ps. 
xxxill. 6, exlvili. 5. Philo, de sacrif. Abel. et Cain. p. 140 D 
(with Mangey, I. p. 175): ‘O yap eds rAéyov awa éerroles, 
undev wetakd aydoty tLHels. The supposition of Bleek (comp. 
also Ewald, p. 123), that the author here too thought of the 
word of God as a personified property, has nothing in its 
favour, since the expression is sufficiently explained  with- 
out it. Nor does the & od kai éroincev tods aiavas, i. 2, 
compel us to adopt this supposition. For above the special 
mode of mediately effecting the creation of the world there 
indicated, stands the higher authorship of God, to which the 
writer here points in general by the expression fpjywate Ocod. 
—els TO wn ex haivowévov TO BreTopevov yeyovévat] not: so 
that, etc. (so still Bohme, Stuart, Bleek, de Wette, Alford, 
Conybeare, Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, Woerner, and the majority 
of recent expositors). eés 706 with the infinitive preserves 
here, too, its ordinary ¢elic signification, in that it introduces 
the purpose of God with regard to the pyyate Kcataprifew 
tovs ai@vas. The sense is: that in accordance with the 
decree of God, the fact should be averted, that from dawopeva 
the Breropuevov should have sprung; consequently that the 
human race should from the beginning be directed to the 
necessity for riots. — wn] belongs to the whole object-clause. 
So rightly Beza, Piscator, Seb. Schmidt, Er. Schmid, Bengel, 
Storr, Schulz, Huét, Bohme, Stuart, Bleek, Stein, de Wette, 
Bloomfield, Bisping, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 58), 
Alford, Maier, Kluge, Moll, Kurtz, M‘Caul, and Hofmann ; 
while the Peshito, Vulgate, Chrysostom, Theodoret, Onius 
menius, Theophylact, and almost all later expositors, including 
also Stengel and Ebrard (Delitzsch is undecided), comprehend 
pn with é« dawvopévwv, and then interpret this in the sense 
of é« py fawopévev.. The latter, in favour of which the 
supposed parallels which have been adduced prove nothing, is 
by reason of the position of the words (to say nothing of the 


1 Calvin alone forms an exception, who would have 2x blended together with 
Qaivowévay into a single word, and finds the sense: ‘‘ut non apparentium fierent 
visa h, e. spectacula,” in such wise that the ‘‘doctrina” harmonizing with that 
of Rom. i. 20 should result: ‘quod in hoc mundo conspicuam habeamus Dei 
imaginem,” 
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fact that od must have been written in place of 47; for neither 
2 Cor. iv. 18, as Delitzsch supposes, nor Rom. iv. 17, as Maier 
supposes, decides against this rule. See Meyer ad loc) a 
erammatical impossibility. — 76 Preropevor] that which is seen, 
or the outward, visible world. The singular represents the 
same as one complex whole. 70 Bdremduevoy resumes under 
another form only the foregoing rods ai@vas, whereas the 
emphasis in the negative final clause rests upon the é« datvo- 
pévov, which is on that account preposed. — dawvopeva] are 
things which appear in outward manifestation, and are per- 
ceived by the senses. The expression indicates the domain 
of the corporal, the material, and there underlies it the con- 
ception that the universe did not spring forth by the power 
of nature from earthly germs or substances, but was created 
by the mere word of God’s omnipotence. In this is con- 
tained, it is true, the conception of the creating of the world 
from nothing. [Cf. 2 Mace. vii. 28.] The opinion of Estius, 
Schlichting, Limborch, Michaelis, Baumgarten, and others, that 
the author, with a reference to Gen. i. 2 (specially after the 
translation of the LXX.: 4 8€ yf wv dopatos Kal axatac- 
xevaotos), thought of a visible arising of the worlds out of 
the invisible chaos already existing, has for its presupposi- 
tion the erroneous transposal of the sux) é« into é« wn, and fails 
to maintain itself in presence of the fact that the yeyovevas 
éx aivopévov, as antithesis to the foregoing xatnpticbas 
pyware Geod, must receive from this latter its nearer defining 
of signification, Quite untenable is consequently also the 
opinion of Delitzsch, who, with the assent of Kluge and Kurtz, 
supplements adr’ éx vontév as opposition to pr é« hawopévor, 
and in connection with the yx) dawoueva—or if wy is combined 
with the verb, in connection with the tacitly assumed opposite 
of the ¢awoueva —imagines the author to have thought, in 
harmony with the Philonian doctrine, of the divine ideas, out 
of which the world is supposed to have sprung, in that they 
were called forth by means of the divine word from their 
seclusion within the Godhead into the outer phenomenal reality, 
See against this also Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebriierbr. p. 59, Obs. 

Ver. 4. The example of Abel. Comp. Gen. iv. 3 ff. — 
Ilicre.] belongs to the whole statement: melova ... bed, 
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The conjoining of the same merely with mdedova (Bisping) 
has against it the analogy of the following instances, and 
would weaken the force of the emphatically preposed miortes. 
The dative, however, indicates, as Rom. xi. 20 and frequently, 
the cause or occasion. See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 202 f. 
By reason of his faith (or because he had faith) Abel offered 
to God a greater sacrifice than Cain; we. the faith of Abel, 
which was wanting to Cain, was the cause that in the estima- 
tion of God Abel’s sacrifice had greater value than that of 
Cain. — mdelova Ovolay] a greater sacrifice, namely, in a qguali- 
tative respect, thus a better, more excellent one. Comp. iii. 3; 
Matt. vi. 25, xii. 41, 42, al. The quantitative acceptation 
(Valla : plus hostiarwm; Erasmus, Clarius: copiosiorem hostiam ; 
Zeger: abundantiorem) finds no point of support in the narra- 
tive of Genesis, and would unsuitably accentuate a purely 
external feature. — rapa Kdiv] is by Grotius and others made 
equivalent to mapa tiv tod Kdiv, which is admissible, it is 
true, but not at all necessary. On wapd after the compara- 
tive, see at i. 4.— 6c’ As euaptupyOn civar Sixaos] By it he 
obtained the testimony that he was righteous.— 8’ Hs] se. 
miatews, not Ovoias (Cramer). For the wiors is the main 
idea in the whole description, and 60’ js éwaptupyOn mani- 
festly glances back at év tatty éuaptupyOncav, ver. 2. — 
éuaptupyjOn] Of whom? Not of Christ, by virtue of the 
declaration Matt. xxiii, 35 (Primasius, Faber Stapulensis, 
Justinian), but of God; as, accordingly, the author himself 
adds, more nearly defining the éwaprupyn: pwaptupovvtos 
él Tois Swpois avtod tod Oeod] in that, namely, God gave 
testimony in respect of his offerings. What is meant is the 
testimony given in the fact that God looked with satisfaction 
upon Abel and his sacrifice (comp. LXX. Gen. iv. 4: kai 
émeidev 6 Oeds ert ”"ABerX Kal él Tots Sépows avdtod), thus, in 
point of fact, recognised him as a dikatos (comp. Matt. 
xxiii. 35: "ABeX Tod Sexaiov, and 1 John iii. 12).— Kal &’ 
avths aro0avev ert Aare] and by virtue of the same (namely : 
his faith, not: his sacrifice) he yet speaks after his death. — 
amto0avev] is a purely parenthetic member: although he has 
died, and forms with érs Aare? an oxymoron. Hardly is it 
in accordance with the intention of the author to comprehend 
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in one droOavey and 60 avtAs. Inaddition to the ordinary 
one, this explanation also is proposed by Oecumenius, in 
referring the pronoun back to the @vada by which. the violent 
death of Abel was occasioned ; it is followed by Bengel, with 
the difference that he supplements 8.’ adrhs by wiotews, and 
will have a taken in the sense of cata or év.— ér] is not 
the temporal: still, adhuc (Theodoret: péyps tod apdvtos), so 
that NaXet would signify: he speaks to-us of himself and his 
faith or piety (Lheodoret : To 6€ ETt Nae avTl Tod coldipos 
eote péxpt TOD TapovTos Kat TOAVOPUAANTOS Kal Tapa TavT@V 
evdnucirat Tov evoeBov; Heinsius, Bengel: loquitur de se et 
sui similibus contra Cainos, a/.), or: he summons posterity to 
the imitation of his faith (Chrysostom: 0 yap wapawdav Tois 
ddrow Sixaiows eivat, Nadet; Cornelius a Lapide, Valckenaer, 
Kuinoel, Paulus, Klee, Bloomfield, and others). Rather is 
éve employed, as Rom. iii. 7 and frequently, in the logical 
sense, and serves for the emphasizing of the contrast: “even 
being dead,” or: “notwithstanding he is dead, he nevertheless 
speaks,” while AaXet is to be regarded as the more vividly 
descriptive pracsens historicum (Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 250), 
and is to be referred to the thought that the shed blood of 
Abel called to God for vengeance, and God, listening to this 
cry, was concerned about the slain Abel, as though he were 
still living. For manifestly, as appears also from the parallel 
xii. 24, there is an allusion in Aare? to the words, Gen. iv. 10: 
govn aiuatos Tod aderpod cov Bod mpds pe éx TH yijs. 

Vv. 5, 6. The example of Enoch. Comp. Gen. v. 21-24, — 
IIictes “Evay petetéOn] By reason of his faith Enoch was 
caught away; uc. even during his lifetime was, like Elijah 
(2. Kings ii.), caught up to God in heaven. Comp. Ecclus. 
xliv. 16: “Evoy etnpéctnce Kupio Kal peretéOn vrroderypa 
peetavolas Tats yeveais; ibid. xlix. 14: ovdé els éxtic@n otos 
"Evy towdtos émt TAS Ys, Kal yap avTOs aveknhOn ard THs 
yjs ; Joseph. Antig. i. 3. 4: dvexwopnoe mpos TO Oeiov. — Tod 
pi) iSeiv Odvarov] not consecutively [so that], de Wette, Bisping, 
al., but indication of the design of God: that he should not see 
or undergo death (comp. Luke ii. 26). — Kat ody nipickero, 
Suote etéOnxev adtov o Geds] derived verbally from the LXX. 
of Gen. v, 24, as given in the text of the Cod. Alex. — zpo 
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yap... yiveras, ver. 6] It is related in the Scripture concern- 
ing Enoch that he was acceptable to God. But this presup- 
poses that.he had faith. For to obtain God’s approbation 
without the possession of faith is impossible. Chrysostom: 
mas dé miates peteTéOn 6 Evoy; ote ths petabécews 7 
evapéotnats aitia, Tis S& ebapertncews 1) TlaTIs.— Tpd T%s 
peTabécews] may be equally well conjoined with pewaptipntar 
(Piscator, Owen, Huét, Bleek, de Wette, Conybeare, Delitzsch, 
Kurtz, Hofmann, ai.), or with evapeotnxévae (Schlichting, 
Bengel, Maier, and others). In the former case the sense is: 
before mention is made in the Scripture of his rapture, the 
testimony is borne to him in the same, that he pleased God. 
— evapeotnxévar] By evnpéotnoev the LXX. translate the 
Hebrew O'V>NT-NN ON : and he walked with God, i.e. in 
communion with God, as His most devout worshipper. — 
Ver. 6 is a truth of wholly universal application, so that only 
éoriv is to be supplemented to advvarov, With Er. Schmid, 
Limborch, Wetstein, and Schulz, to regard the first hemistich 
of the verse: ywpis € rictews advvatov evaperthaat, as a 
special statement respecting Enoch, is grammatically inadmis- 
sible, since in that case ywpis € rictews advvatov hy avTov 
evaperThoas or ywpls 6é Tictews advvaTov avTOY EvaperTy- 
xévat must have been written. — evaperrjcat] sc. TH Deo, 
naturally understood from that which precedes and follows. 
The infin. aorist expresses, as in the case of the immediatel; 
succeeding wvuctevoas, the pure verbal notion, without regard 
to the relation of time. See Kiihner, II. p. 80.— 0 rpocepxo- 
pevos TO Ged] is he who approaches God, sc. to worship Him ; 
comp. vii. 25, x. 1. Wrongly; Luther, Calov, Wittich, 
Rambach, Schulz, Ebrard (transl.): he who (as Enoch) will 
come (or is to come) to God. — Oru éatw] that he is, or exists. 
Arbitrarily importing, Jac. Cappellus: “ Series sermonis suadet, 
ut suppleamus Oru éotly adtod eds, i. e. qui accedit ad Deum, 
eredere debet eum esse suum Deum.” But also the comple- 
menting the verb by: “that He exists as one to whom man 
can draw near with confidence, as the truly living, personal, 
almighty, all-wise, all-beneficent One” (Bleek), is an unjusti- 
fiable act of reading ito the text. The expression contains 
only the idea of existence. — xa] still dependent upon 67. — 
Mryer.—Hep. 2C 
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pucOarrodorns] recompenser, sc. for the piety manifested in the 
éxtnrelv avtov (Rom. iii. 11; Acts xv. 17). 

Ver. 7. The example of Noah. Comp. Gen. vi. 8 fi. — 
Ilicre:] is conjoined by Schulz, Stengel, and others with xpy- 
paticbeis, But xpnuatioGels forms only a subsidiary element 
for the making up of the historic situation, whereas that by 
which Noah proved himself a model of faith is specified by 
evrAaBnbeis Kaxecxevacev, miates is therefore, as is also done 
by most, to be combined with this last.— ypyyatvobels mept 
Trav pndéero Breropuévov] belongs together (against Grotius 
and Hofmann, who unnaturally construe wept tay pndér@ 
Brer. with edAaBnOeis): instructed by an utterance of God 
concerning that which was as yet invisible. The choice of the 
expression was conditioned by the definition of miotus, laid 
down ver. 1, and the subjective negation wndéam means: 
concerning the well-known (T#v) events, before these were 
yet to be seen, or their occurrence was to be conjectured. By 
Ta pndérm Bremoueva, however, is meant not only the impend- 
ing flood, but also, from the use of the plural, the determined 
destruction of the whole corrupt race of men. With strange 
inversion of the sense, even “ipsa «uS@tos construenda” is 
reckoned by Bohme as belonging to that “qualem ante nunquam 
vidisse Noachum facile credi potest.” For the ark was surely 
something which was made by Noah himself at the command 
of God, whereas by ta pndérw Breromeva can be only meant 
that which, independent of human activity, rested in the 
hands of divine omnipotence alone. — evrAaBnbels|] in devout 
precaution, in that he reposed unconditional belief in the word 
of God, and on that very account took the enjoined measure 
of preparation in order to remain in safety under the impend- 
ing destruction. Vatablus, Cornelius a Lapide, Schulz, and 
others explain: in the fear of God. But the tov Oedv therein 
to be supplemented (comp. Ecclus. vii. 29; Prov. ii. 8, xxx. 5; 
Nah. i. 7) could hardly have been omitted. — &’ 7s] refers 
not to owrnpiavy (Hunnius, Balduin, Pareus), nor yet to 
xtBwtov (Chrysostom: éevEev avtods akious dvtas Kordcews, 
ot ye ovdé Sia THs KaTacKevns éowdpovifovto ; Oecumenius, 
Theophylact, Faber Stapulensis, Calvin, Beza, Jac. Cappellus, 
Grotius, Carpzov, Cramer, Michaelis, Bisping, al.), but to 
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miote. (Primasius, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Cajetan, Wolf, 
Bengel, and almost all modern expositors), as the foregoing 
main idea; and cal THs... KANpovopos is the second 
member of the relative clause, not, however, as Bisping and 
Delitzsch think, parallel to the kxatecxevacev.—o xdcpos] 
denotes the unbelieving sinful world of men. This Noah 
condemned (too weak the rendering of Heinrichs: ut to 
shame) by his faith, namely, by the act, in that he set forth 
the culpability of its conduct by the contrast of his own con- 
duct. Comp. cataxpive, Matt. xii. 41, 42, Luke xi. 31, 32, 
and xpivew, Rom. ii. 27.—xal ths Kata riotw Sixatocdvns 
éyéveTo KAnpovomos| Allusion to the fact that Noah is the 
first who in the O. T. is expressly called PY or Sémaros (Gen. 
vi. 9), Comp. Ezek. xiv, 14, 20; Ecclus. xliv. 17; 2 Pet. 
ul. 5. Philo also, de congressu quaerendae eruditionis gratia, 
p. 437 B (with Mangey, I. p. 532), lays special stress upon 
this particular: mpatos 8’ otros Sixawos ev tails iepais 
aveppyOn ypahais. — Kata triotw Sixatocvyy] is the right- 
cousness obtained in accordance with farth, or by the way of faith. 
Since the notion of miozus is different with the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews from that of Paul, the righteousness of 
faith here spoken of cannot, as is still done by Bohme, Bleek, 
Delitzsch, Alford, and others, be regarded as identical with 
the righteousness of faith in the Pauline sense. Yet Bleek is 
perfectly right in saying that the notion: righteousness of faith, 
“here appears as one already formed, and is presupposed as 
one well known, a fact very easy to be explained from the 
relation in which the author of the epistle stood to Paul.” — 
KAnpovoxov yiverOar] denotes no more than to obtain as a 
possession. We have not, with Justinian, Bengel, Huét, and 
many, to press the form of expression; as though the dcxavo- 
cvvn were thought of as an actual inheritance, which Noah 
had received as coming down from the fathers, Abel, who in 
ver. 4 had been called Sé«cavos, and Enoch. 

Vv. 8-10. The example of Abraham. 

Ver. 8. A proof of believing confidence in God it was that 
Abraham at God’s command wandered forth without knowing 
whither. Comp. Gen. xii. 1, 4; also Acts vii. 2, 3.—o0 
Kadovpevos] is not: “he who ts called Abraham, whereas, 
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namely, he formerly bore the name of Abram” (Theodoret, 
Clarius, Zeger, Bisping, Ewald, al.), which would be a very 
tame addition. It signifies: “Abraham, who was thereto (se. 
to the é&edOetv) called or summoned by God.” That this 
sense could have been expressed only by KadXovpevos with- 
out the article (Bleek, Delitzsch, Reiche, Comm. Crit. p. 108; 
Maier, Moll, Kurtz), can hardly be maintained. The only 
difference between the two modes of expression is, that with 
the article the xaXeicPat is merely stated as an historic fact ; 
without the article, on the other hand, is at the same time 
represented as a cause of the daxovew. The participle 
present, moreover (not xKAnGeis), is chosen in order to accen- 
tuate the immediate sequence of the xadgelofar and the 
bmaxovev, — eis TOToY Ov x.7.A.] namely, to Canaan. — 7rod| 
inexactly used, instead of voz. Comp. Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. 
p. 439.— On the indicative Epyeras, see Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 279 f.; Buttmann, Gramm. des neutest. Sprachgebr. 
p. 218. 

Ver. 9. A proof of a believing confidence in God was it 
further that Abraham dwelt as a stranger in the land which 
was promised him as a possession. — zrapocxeiv] in classic 
Greek of dwelling beside or in the neighbourhood ; in Hellenistic, 
however, ordinarily as here: to dwell as a stranger in a land, 
without rights of citizenship or possession. Even in Genesis 
the sojourning of Abraham and his sons in the promised land 
of Canaan is designated as a wapoixety, and they themselves 
are characterized as mdpocxos in the same; comp. Gen. xvii. 8, 
xx, 1) xxil’23;°34, xxiii) 4) xxivi03'7/ xxv Ohaxvii. 440 —— 
eis] receives into the idea of a permanent dwelling that of a 
previous migration. Familiar breviloquence. See Winer, 
Gramm, 7 Aufl. p. 386.—-@s addoTpiavy] Comp. Acts 
vil. 5, 6.— év oxnvats Kxatorxnoas| Theophylact: diep tav 
Eévwy éoti, THY addoTeE eis GAO Mépos peTaCawovTav Sia TO 
pn éxew te idcov. Comp. Gen. xii. 8, xiii. 3, xviii. 1 ff, 
xxvi. 25, al. — peta Icaax cai ’Iax@8 x.7.r.] which Theo- 
phylact, Bengel, Bohme, Kuinoel, Tischendorf, and others refer 
to wap@xneer, belongs, as is shown by the singular é&edéyero 
with which the author continues at ver. 10, to catotcnoas. — 
Isaac and Jacob, however, are called heirs with him of the 


CHAP: X01 10, 11. 405 


same promise, because the promise was given to Abraham not 
for himself alone, but at the same time for his seed; comp. 
Gen xin, 15; xvii. 8. 

Ver. 10. Inner motive for the wiotes wap@Knycer, ver. 9, 
His believing expectation was directed not so much to earthly 
possession, as to the possession of that which was higher and 
heavenly. His true home he thought not to find upon earth, 
but only in heaven.— jv rods Oeyedious éyovcav moduw] 
the city which has the foundations, firm and enduring city. 
The opposite to the tents, which form only a temporary 
lodging, and may be easily broken up and carried away. 
What is meant is not the earthly Jerusalem (Grotius, Clericus, 
Dindorf), to which the author, considering the excessive 
attachment of his readers to the earthly city of God and the 
earthly sanctuary, could only have alluded most unsuitably, 
but the archetype of the same: the heavenly city of God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, of which the possession for the Christians 
also is as yet something future, since they will obtain a 
dwelling therein only at the epoch of the consummation of 
the Messianic kingdom. The idea of a heavenly Jerusalem 
was already current among the Jews; its descent to earth 
was expected on the arising of the Messiah. See Schottgen, 
de Hieros. coelesti, in his Hor. Hebr. p. 1205 ff; Wetstein, 
N. 7. IL. p. 229 ff.; Ewald, Comm. in Apocal. pp. 11, 307. 
From the Jews this conception passed over to the Christians, 
in so far as that which the Jews expected at the first arising 
of the Messiah was placed by the latter in the time of the 
return of Christ. Comp. further vv. 13-16, xi. 22, xii. 14; 
Gal. iv. 26; Rev. iii. 12, xxi. 2 ff, 10 ff— 4s reyvirns Kai 
Snptovpyos 6 Oeds] of which the designer and artificer (creator) 
is God. Snpeovpyos in the N. T. only here, as in the O. T. 
only 2 Mace. iv. 1. 

Vy. 11,12. The example of Sarah. 

Ver. 11. Kal airy Sadppal even Sarah herself, sc. although 
she had before been unbelieving. At first, namely, when she 
had received the divine promise that she should yet bear a 
son, she had, in consideration of her great age, laughed thereat, 
and thus manifested unbelief; presently afterwards, however, 
she was afraid, and denied her laughter, had thus passed 
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over from unbelief to belief. Comp. Gen. xvii, 12, 15. 
Erroneously is the enhancing «al avr) interpreted by 
Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Bengel, Bohme, Stein, 
Tholuck (the last-named, however, undecided): even Sarah 
also, the wife, or: although she was only a woman; Kurtz: 
“Sarah herself and no other,” namely, not Hagar. Just as 
false the interpretation of Schlichting, Schulz, and others: 
even Sarah herself, although she was barren. To the last mode 
of supplementing points also the gloss otefpa, or oreipa ovca, 
or 7 oteipa, which is found, with Theophylact, in some 
cursives, translations (including Vulg.), and early editions. 
Quite wrongly will Delitzsch, followed therein by Alford and 
Hofmann, have no gradation whatever recognised in kal att) 
Sappa, in that he supposes xat avrtH to serve only for 
extending a like statement to a second subject, and conse- 
quently placing the first mother of the chosen race side by 
side with the first father thereof. If the author had wished 
to express nothing more, he would have written merely xat 
Zappa. For avrtos or avry is in the N. T. never used in the 
nominative for the unaccented he or she. See Winer, Gramm., 
7 Aufl. p. 141, Obs.— eis xataBoriv oméppatos] for the 
founding of a posterity. kataPorn is employed, therefore, in 
the same sense as in the expression cataBonri Kocpov, iv. 3, 
ix. 26, and oméppa, as ver. 18, ii. 16, and frequently. The 
words cannot denote: she received power to conceive seed, as is 
interpreted by Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact (who, 
however, is undecided), the Peshito, Vulgate, Erasmus, 
Vatablus, Calvin, Beza, Estius, Cornelius a Lapide, Er. 
Schmid, Grotius, L. Bos, Wolf, Bengel, Carpzov, Schulz, 
Heinrichs, Huét, Stengel, Bloomfield, Bisping, Delitzsch, 
Alford, Kurtz, and others. For this must have been expressed 
by els trrodoyny (ctAdXnWuv) oméppatos.. Constrained and 
unnatural, however, is also the explanation, first mentioned by 
Theophylact, and subsequently adopted by Drusius, Jac. 


1 Michaelis and Storr would therefore, in writing za? aicn Lappe, refer the 
statement, ver. 11, still to Abraham, in connection with which, however, more 
meaning must be put into eis zaraBoany oxipuaros than can lie in the expression, 
and which has in other respects much in the context against it. See Bleek, 
pA Drei Olate 


CHAP. XI. 12, 407 


Cappellus, Schlichting, Heinsius, Wittich, Rambach, and 
others: she received power for the bringing forth of seed. — Kat 
Tapa Katpov ArKlas|] and that contrary to the favowrable 
period of life, i.e. since the Siva AapBavev, on account of 
the youthful freshness being already lost, was opposed to all 
probability. Incorrect, because in that case the full significa- 
tion of Katpos (opportunitas) is not brought out, Delitzsch: 
“jin contradiction with the time of life, namely, the ninetieth 
year, in which she was.” — érel miotov iyynoato Tov émay- 
yetnkapevov] comp. x. 23. 

Ver. 12. The wondrous result of the faith displayed by 
Sarah. — éyevy@ncav] sc. through Sarah as mother and 
ancestress, ylveo@as, of being born, usual also elsewhere in 
classic (Xen. Cyr. 1. 2. 1, al.) and Hellenistic Greek (Rom. 
i. 3; Gal. iv. 4, al.).—aq@’ évds] from one, namely Abraham. 
Wrongly does Carpzov apprehend évos as a neuter, in that he 
will have it supplemented by omépparos or aipatos. Just as 
wrongly Zeger: “vel ab uno Abrahae et Sarae corpore (juxta 
illud: Erunt duo in carne una).” Comp. already Theodoret : 
"Ad évds tod "ABpadw e dé Kal aupotépovs Eva vorjoaiper, 
ovy dpaptncdipela Ecovtar yap, gnolv, oi Svo eis capKa 
pilav. — Kal tadra] and that too, and more than that. Accord- 
ing to Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 153, equivalent to Kat 
rovro. But the plural is, no doubt, placed because the author 
has in his mind, besides the vevexpwpévoy eivae of Abraham, 
also that remarked in ver. 11 with regard to Sarah (her 
former unbelief and her advanced age). — vevexpwpévov] has 
reference to the dead power of generation, as Rom. iv. 19, — 
Of one were born even as the stars of heaven in regard to 
umber, i.e. of one were descendants born innumerable in 
multitude as the stars of heaven. A supplementing of 
éxyovot or dvOpwrroe (so still Bleek) is, moreover, unnecessary. 
The comparison of the multitude of descendants to the stars 
of heaven, and the countless sand upon the sea-shore, is based 
upon the use of the same figures in the words of the promise 
given to Abraham; comp. Gen. xiii. 16, xv. 5, xxii. 17, 
xxvi, 4, xxxil, 12; Ex. xxxii. 13; Deut. 1. 10.— yetros] 
for shore occurs also with the classics, and that in prose 
equally (Herod. ii. 94; Polyb. ili, 14. 6, and frequently) as 
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with the poets (Hom. JJ. xii. 52). Comp. also Plin. xxxi. 2: 
Herba in labris fontis virens; Caes. de bello Gall. vii. 72: 
ut ejus (fossae) solum tantundem pateret, quantum summa 
labra distabant. 

Vy. 13-16. General observations with regard to the fore- 
mentioned patriarchs. 

Ver. 13. Kata wiortwy] is ordinarily (by Bleek, too, in the 
larger commentary) conjoined exclusively with d7é@avor. 
According to this, the dying conformably to faith, in dis- 
tinction from the faith already manifested during life, would 
become the main idea of the verse, and the participial clauses 
would be made to contain the proof for the cata mlotuy 
amoGaveiy, The sense would be: “they died in faith (not in 
sight), since they had not received the promises, but only saw 
them from afar,’ etc. (Bleek). Against this apprehension of 
the words, however, decides the subjective negation 47 before 
NaPovres, instead of which (particularly in the case of the 
opposition following with add, see Kiihner, II. 408) the 
objective negation od must have been placed. We have 
therefore, with Schulz, Winer (Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 376), Moll, 
Bleek, Vorles. p. 434, Kurtz, Ewald, to refer cata wiotw to 
amé@avov in close comprehension of the latter with the 
participles. The sense is: In accordance with faith these all 
died without having received the promises, but as those who, 
etc.; ae, it was conformable to the nature of faith that they, 
without having attained to the possession of the promised 
blessings themselves, beheld them only from afar and greeted 
them, and witnessed the confession that they are strangers 
and pilgrims upon earth. — odroe waves] is referred by Oecu- 
menius, Theophylact, Primasius, Ribera, Justinian, Drusius, 
and Bloomfield to all the before-mentioned persons, from Abel 
onwards, with the single exception of Enoch. Nevertheless, 
as is evident from the contents of the following verse, only 
those among them can have been thought of to whom 
promises were given, thus Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob. 
Comp. specially ver. 15.— 2) NXaBovres] see at vi. 15,— 
Tas émaryyedlas] in the olyective sense, as THv émayyediar, 
ix. 15. — roppwHev] belongs equally to doracdpevor as to 
iovres. —'aordbecbar] joyfully greet or welcome, as the 
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traveller the longed-for journey’s end. Comp. Virg. Aen. iii. 
522 sqq.: ' 


Quum procul obscuros colles humilemque videmus 
Italiam. . . . Italiam laeto socii clamore salutant. 


— Kal oporoyjcartes, bt Edvor Kat mwaperiSnwot eiow érl 
THs y7s] Reference to the utterances of the patriarchs in the 
Book of Genesis, particularly xxiii. 4, where Abraham says to 
the children of Heth: mdpovxos xal maperidnuos éyo cis 
He? vey, and xlvii. 9, where Jacob, in addressing Pharaoh, 
describes his own life in general as a pilgrimage: ai juépar 
Tay éTaV THS Cwhs ov, as TaporK®, éxatov TpidKxovta érn. 
Comp iy X. Ps) soxxixi 13. exix.| L9t;<1;, Petsai. 112% Philo; 
de Agricult. p. 196 E (with Mangey, I. p. 310): wapouxeiy 
ov Katoukely Oopev TH yap dvTL Taca pwev rpuyxi) copod 
matpiba péev ovpavov, Edvnv S& yhv éxayev; De Confus. Ling. 
p. 331 C (L. p. 416): Aa tobto of cata Moichv cool 
TAVTES ElodyovTAaL TapoLKodyTEs’ ai yap ToUTwY ryuvyal oréd- 
Aovrat ev atroikiav 5y Tote THY €E ovpavod. 

Ver. 14 ff. That the patriarchs are févov Kal raperidnuos, 
they have themselves confessed; that they were so éml tijs 
ys, the author has added by way of more nearly defining. 
The legitimacy of this exposition of their words he now 
proves (ver. 14... érovpaviov, ver. 16). By those utterances 
the patriarchs declare that they have not already a country, 
they are only seeking it. If, now, they had set their hearts 
upon an earthly country, they would certainly have had time 
and opportunity enough to have returned to that which they 
had left, but this they did not; they must thus have longed 
for a heavenly country. — éu¢avifovow] Theodoret: dyr0d- 
ow. Oecumenius and Theophylact: desavdovow, — érufnreiv] 
ardently to seek or desvre something. 

Ver. 15. Kai] and indeed. — pynpovevew] is taken by the 
majority in the intransitive sense: to be mindful (xii. 7). 
More naturally, however, may we understand it, with Bleek, 
de Wette, Delitzsch, Moll, Kurtz, and others, transitively : 
to make mention, sc. in the utterances to which the author has 
respect. Comp. ver. 22; 1 Thess. i, 3.—elyov av] they 
would have had. The imperfect of the continwing possibility. 
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Ver. 16. Niv 5é] the logical: but now. Comp. viii. 6.— 
épéyecOai tivos] elsewhere in the N. T. only 1 Tim. ui. 1, 
vi. 10. — 80] wherefore, sc. on account of their seeking after 
the heavenly country. — eds émixaretc bar adtav] Epexegesis 
to avdtovs: God is not ashamed of them, namely, to be called 
their God. Reference to Ex. iii. 6: cal eimev’ eyo eyo o 
Oeds tod matpos cov, Oeds "ABpadp Kal Peds "Icaak Kal Geos 
"Taxoé8. Comp. ibid. vv. 15, 16.— The ov« émasroydtvetac 
K.T.r. presupposes the idea of an intimate communion of God 
with the patriarchs. Comp. also Matt. xxii, 31 f; Mark 
xii. 26 f£.; Luke xx. 37 f. The fact instanced in proof of 
this communion is added in the concluding words: 7To(wacep 
yap avtois médwv] for He has prepared for them a city. By 
the woAcs is again meant, as ver. 10, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
9Tolwacev, however, may equally well signify: He has pre- 
pared it for them, that they may one day possess the same as a 
dwelling (Schlichting, Grotius, Owen, Calov, Bohme, de Wette, 
Delitzsch, Hofmann), as: He has already conferred it upon 
them as @ possession (so Braun and Bleek). 

Vv. 17-19. The author returns once more specially to 
Abraham, in that he further, by way of addition, dwells on 
the most distinguished act of faith on the part of this 
patriarch, that he had not refused at God’s behest to offer his 
only son as a sacrifice ; comp. Gen. xxii. 1 ff. — rpocernvoyer] 
not: “he was on the point of offering,” against which stands 
the perfect. It can only signify: he offered (made an offering 
of). The author could thus express himself, since the offering 
was really intended by Abraham, althouch it afterwards came, 
it is true, to a bloodless issue. Comp. Jas. ii. 21: “ABpaap 

.. avevéyKas ‘Ioadk tov vidv abtod émt 1d Ovovactnpior. 
— reipahopevos| when he was tempted, i.e. was put to the test 
by God with regard to his faith. Comp. Gen. xxii. 1. ecpa- 
Comevos belongs still to mpocevjvoyer, not, as Hofmann quite 
unnaturally requires, to wpocépepev. — kal Tov povoyev}... 
oméppa, ver. 18] Unfolding of the greatness of the act. It 
was (1) his only son whom he gave up, (2) the son whose 
life was necessary, if the promises given to Abraham were to 
receive their fulfilment. — cad] and of a truth.— Tov povoyevh| 
No respect is had to Zshmael, since he was not of equal birth, 
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and stood outside of all relation to the divine promises. — 
mpoaédeper] here the imperfect; since the author now presents 
to himself, as though he were a spectator, the act of the 
offering itself.—o tds émayyedlas avadeEdpevos] he who had 
believingly embraced the promises. With Schulz, Heinrichs, 
Bengel, Ebrard, Bisping, and others, to find indicated by 
avaveEduevos the mere having received, contradicts the 
ordinary use of the word, instead of which Aa@wv must have 
been placed. 

Ver. 18. IIpos 6v] not: “of whom” (more accurately: 
“in relation to whom,” comp. i. 7), in such wise that, it 
should be referred to Isaac (Faber Stapulensis, Luther, Jac. 
Cappellus, Limborch, Wolf, Bengel, Carpzov, Michaelis, Chr. 
Fr. Schmid, and others), but: to whom, s¢. Abraham. — ére 
év “Icadk krdyOyncerai cov orréppal In Isaac shall a seed be 
named (called) to thee, ae. through Isaac shall the posterity, 
whose forefather thou shalt be called, be founded. The 
emphasis falls upon év "Icadx, and the citation is from 
Gen. xxi. 12. 670, however, which has there causal signifi- 
cance, the author takes as a recitative. 

Ver. 19 contains in its first half the motive ground of 
Abraham for such believing action. Abraham trusted in the 
omnipotence of God, by virtue of which he is able, even in 
presence of the actual sacrifice of Isaac, to realize the promises 
given to him. — Aoyiodpevos, OTe K7.Ar.] since he judged that 
God is able to raise even from the dead. The proposition 
introduced with 67 contains a universal truth. It is 
erroneous to supplement adrov to éyelpew (Jac. Cappellus, 
Huét, Kuinoel, Stein, Bloomfield, a/.), yet more erroneous to 
supplement omépya (Schulz, Stengel). — 60 «.7.d.] Declara- 
tion of the divine reward for such believing action and such 
believing confidence. 6@¢v means, as everywhere else in our 
epistle (ii. 17, ii. 1, vil. 25, vill. 3, ix. 18): on which account, 
wherefore ; wapa8orn, however, denotes, conformably to the 
well-known use of mapaBddreoOar (Hom. J, ix. 322; Thue. 
ii. 44, al. See the lexicons), the imperilling, and forms with 
the éxouiécato an oxymoron. The sense is: on which account 
he bore him away, even on the ground of (or: by means of) the 
gwing up. Abraham obtained Isaac as a reward, received 


412 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


him back again as a possession, by the very act of setting his 
life at stake, giving up to the death of a sacrifice. This is 
the simple and only correct sense of the variously explained 
words. — With this exposition earlier interpretations agree in 
part, though by no means entirely, so far as 60ev and 
é€xopicato are concerned, but all different in regard to év 
mwapaBor7. Instead of the causal signification, “on which 
account,’ Calvin, Castellio, Beza, Schlichting, Grotius, Lamb. 
Bos, Alberti, Wolf, Michaelis, Schulz, Huét, Bohme, Bleek, 
de Wette, Stengel, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Kluge, Moll, 
Ewald, Hofmann, and others have asserted for 6@ev the local 
signification “whence, sc. from the dead.” In connection with 
this, L. Bos, Alberti, Schulz, and Stengel [as also Whitby] 
understand éxopicato of the birth of Isaac; while Calvin, 
Bleek, and the majority rightly understand it of the deliverance 
of Isaac’s life in consequence of the prevention of the sacrifice. 
The former explain: whence he indeed had received him, 
inasmuch as Isaac’s parents at the time of his conception 
and birth were virtually dead. The latter: as he accordingly 
also received him from the dead. But against the first 
acceptation decides the fact that in such case, because an 
event conceived of as possible in the future is placed in 
definite parallel with a past event, the pluperfect must neces- 
sarily have been used in place of the aorist ékouicato; and 
then, even apart from this, since all the emphasis would fall 
upon €xou/cato, the order of the words must have been other- 
wise, namely as follows: 60ev év mrapaBorn Kal éxouicato 
avTov. But also the last-named interpretation is forbidden 
by the order of the words. For xaé must, in connection 
therewith, be referred, as is also expressly required by 
Schlichting, Bohme, and others, to the whole clause, whereas 
from its position it can only form a gradation of év trapaBonrq; 
thus 6@ev Kat avtov év mapaBorn éxouicato must have been 
written. — Finally, as regards év wapaBod%, the signification 
“in similitudine,” or “in a resemblance,” is attached thereto by 
Theodore of Mopsuestia,’ Calvin, Castellio, Beza, Schlichting, 
Grotius, Jac. Cappellus (figurate), Scaliger, Er. Schmid, 


1 ~ ’ ¢ , ~ = ’ 
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Wittich, Limborch, Zachariae, Dindorf, Koppe (in Heinrichs), 
Huét, Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Maier, 
Kluge, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, Hofmann, Woerner, and 
others. The sense is, according to Bleek: “as accordingly he 
received him from thence in a resemblance; so that Isaac 
was indeed not really delivered out of death, but yet his 
deliverance was a kind of restoration from the dead, since 
Abraham already regarded him as the prey of death.” But 
this “in a resemblance” is, strictly taken, nothing else than 
“in a manner,’ with which it is also exactly identified by 
Stengel and others; for the expression, however, of the notion 
“in a manner,” the author would hardly have chosen the 
altogether unusual, and therefore unintelligible, formula é» 
mapaS8orn ; much more natural would it have been for him 
to employ instead thereof, as at vii. 9, the familiar as ézros 
eimretv. Moreover, since that addition could only be designed 
to exert a softening effect upon the d0ev (sc. éx vexp@v), it 
must also have followed immediately after this word. The 
author would thus have written 60¢ev, as émros eimety, avtov 
Kat éxouicato. — Yet more untenable is the exposition akin 
to that just mentioned: as a type (Luther: zwm Vorbilde), 
sc. in regard to the resurrection in general (Hunnius, Balduin, 
Michaelis, Bohme, a/.), or specially in regard to the sacrificed 
and risen Christ (Primasius, Erasmus, Clarius, Vatablus, Zeger, 
Calov, Carpzov, Cramer, Ebrard, Bisping, Reuss), or in regard 
to both alike (Theodoret: touréotw as év cvpBorw@ Kal tUT@ 
THS avactacews. — ev avT@ b€é Tpoeypadn Kat Tov cwTHpLoU 
maQous o tUmos). For the express indication of that which 
was typically represented by this event could not have been 
wanting. — Equally far wrong, because far-fetched and un- 
natural, is the supplementing of wv to év mapaBorq on the 
part of Bengel («Abraham ... ipse factus est parabola... . 
Omnis enim posteritas celebrat fidem Abrahae, offerentis 
unigenitum”), and the explanation of Paulus: “against an 
equalization,” «de. in return for the ram presented as a 
substitute (comp. already Chrysostom: touréotiv év tmodety- 
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pate év TO Kpid dynow ... os év aiviypate domeEp yap 
mapaBor) Av 6 Kpos Tov "Icadx).— To the interpretation of 
év mapaBorj, above regarded as correct, several expositors 
approach, to the extent of likewise thinking that we must 
make the usage with regard to the verb mapaBdAneoOat our 
guide in determining the signification of wapaPody. They 
deviate, however, essentially from the above interpretation, 
in that they take éy rapaBorH adverbially, in the sense of 
mapaBorws ; consequently refer the expression, which above 
was equally referred to subject and object, to the subject, and 
that without any advantage to the peculiarity of thought. So 
Camerarius, who, besides other possibilities of apprehension, 
suggests also this: in that he exposed himself to danger, namely, 
that of losing his son; Loesner, Krebs, Heinrichs: in summo 
discrimine, wap éAmiéa, tapadoEws; Raphel: praeter spem 
praeterque opinionem ; Tholuck: in bold venture. 

Ver. 20. The example of Isaac. Comp. Gen. xxvil.— 
ITicres kat] cat is the more nearly defining: and in truth, 
and im sooth. A faith was manifested in the imparting of the 
blessing, by the very circumstance that this benediction 
extended with inner confidence to facts as yet belonging to 
the future." Comp. Theodoret: Od yap dv tas ody opwpévas 
édmxev evroylas, Ei 2) Tos AOyous aKoAovOncEL TO Epyov 
ériatevoev. — Trepl pedddvTwy] concerning things as yet future, 
1.e. concerning the future lot of his two sons, and the pre- 
eminence of the younger son over the elder.— Jacob, the 
younger son, is here first mentioned, since he was first blessed 
by Isaac, and was altogether of greater significance for the 
history of the people. 

Ver. 21. The conduct of Jacob, Gen. xlviii., analogous to the 
fact adduced ver. 20. Here, too, the blessing related to the 
future, and in like manner as ver. 20, to the pre-eminence of 
the younger son (Ephraim) over the elder (Manasseh). — 
arobynckwy] when he was dying. Reference to Gen. xlvii. 31: 
idovd eyo amoOvnoKw. — Kal mpocexvynoev él TO akpov THs 
P488ov adtov] and he worshipped (bowing) wpon the top of his 

1 How Delitzsch has been able so greatly to misunderstand the above words as 


to read in them the assertion, that xp! wsAaévray is to be combined with repi xai 
instead of 124¢yxe2y, I do not comprehend. 
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staff, v.e. in that from weakness he supported himself with his 
face resting upon the top of his staff. Addition from LXX. 
Gen. xlvii. 31 (inexactly referred to this place), for the bring- 
ing out of the solemn, devotional frame of Jacob in uttering 
this benediction [the same spirit being breathed in xlix. 18]. 
In the Hebrew the words read: 7007 wrrby myn IAW (2.6. 
according to Tuch: “and Israel leaned back wpon the head of 
the bed ;” but, more correctly, according to Knobel: “ and 
Israei bowed himself wpon the head of the couch, inasmuch as he 
had before, during his conversation with Joseph, been sitting 
upright upon his couch (comp. xlviii. 2), but now leaned 
forward to the upper end thereof, and blessed God for the 
granting of the last wish”). The LXX., however, read the 
vowels 7853, and their translation was followed by our author 
in this passage as elsewhere. Strangely does Hofmann per- 
ceive in the subordinate particular cal mpocexvvncev x.T.Ar., a 
“second thing” adduced as proving the faith of Jacob. The 
first is, according to him, Jacob’s last testament, the second 
his departure from life (!).— The supposition that 76 “Iwond 
is to be supplemented to mpocexvyncev (so Chrysostom : 
TovTésTe Kal yépav ov dn Tpocex’ver TO Iwond, THY TavTos 
ToD aod TpocKkiyyncww SnrOv THY écouévnv avT@; Theodoret, 
Photius in Oecumenius, Theophylact, and others), is, equally 
with the view akin thereto, that avrod is to be referred to 
’"Iwond, and éml ro dkpov ths paBdov adrod is to be 
regarded as the object to mpocextvynoey (so the Vulgate : 
et adoravit fastigium virgae ejus; Primasius: virgae ejus 1. e. 
virgae Jos.; Oecumenius: tocotrov .. . ériotevce Tois éoopé- 
vols, OTL Kab TpoceKvynTE TH PaBdw, SoKaY dpav Ta ecoperva ; 
Clarius, Bisping, Reuss: “ Jacob, after having received the 
oath of Joseph, bowed (s’inclina) towards the head of the 
latter’s staff, in token of submission, that is to say, in order 
solemnly to acknowledge Joseph as head of the family. The 
staff is the symbol of power;” and others), to be rejected as 
untenable. The first-named has against it the fact, that in 
that which precedes, the discourse is not of Joseph himself, 
but of his sons; the latter, that the making of éw/é 7c a note 
of object to mpocxuveiv is opposed to all the usage of the 
language. 
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Ver. 22. The example of Joseph. Comp. Gen, |. 24, 25. 
Firm faith, that the promise already given to Abraham (Gen. 
xv. 13-16) should be fulfilled, was it that Joseph, when he 
was near to death, gave direction as to that which should be 
done with his bones at the time of the accomplishment of 
that promise. — Tedevt@v] the same as drofvncKwy, ver. 21; 
the choice of the expression was called forth by Gen. 1. 26: 
Kal érerevTnoev "Iwond. — epi] in connection with pynpo- 
vevetv, which as at ver. 15 signifies to make mention, stands 
instead of the bare genitive, after the analogy of urac@as trept 
twos. See Kiihner, II. p. 186, Obs. 1.—1 €€0d0s tay 
viav "Iopanr] the (future) departure of the children of Israel 
out of Egypt.— éuvnpovevoey kal... évereinato] Form of 
parallel arrangement; while, as regards the matter itself, the 
second member as an accessory point is subordinated to the 
first member as the main point. 

Vv. 23-29 the author passes over from the patriarchs to 
Moses, dwelling upon a series of facts in the history of the 
latter which bear a typical character. First— 

Ver. 23 he points to the faith manifested by the relatives 
of Moses at the time of his birth. Comp. Ex. ii. 2. The 
special beauty of the new-born child awakened in them the 
belief* that God had chosen him for great things and would 
be able to preserve his life, and in this belief they hid the 
child in opposition to the commandment of the Egyptian king. 
— tno tév tatépov] ic. by his parents. For this elsewhere 
unusual employment of sratépes, Wetstein aptly directs the 
reader to Parthenius, Hrot. 10: Kudvirmos eis émibupiav 
Aeveorns ear, Tapa Tév Tatépwr aitnoamevos avTHY HrydyeTo 
yuvatka, as well as to the Latin patres, Stat. Theb. vi. 464: 
Incertique patrum thalami. Bengel understands warépes of 
the still living ancestors of Moses (“a patribus, id est a patre 
[Amram] et ab avo... paterno, qui erat Kahath ”), and he is 
followed by Chr. Fr. Schmid, Bohme (yet with wavering), and 
others ; while Stein, who expressly rejects both explanations, 


1 Kurtz is in a position to add further particulars on this point, inasmuch as 
he supposes the ‘‘ presupposition” is to be derived from the state of things 
narrated, ‘‘ that a special divine admonition spoke to the parents out of the eyes 
of the child.” 
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wonderfully supposes “the mother,” together with “a few 
concurring friends, who as it were took the place of parents,” 
to be intended. In the Hebrew, Ex. ii. 2, the xpvmrew is 
predicated only of the mother; the LXX., however, with whom 
the author agrees, have: (Sovres 8& adtd dateiov, éoxé- 
Tacav avTo pijvas Tpeis, — dorelor] fair and graceful in 
form. Theophylact: @patov, rh der yapiev. In the Hebrew 
stands rin. — Kal ov« époBnOncay 76 Sidtaypa Tod Bacidéas] 
might, on account of the plural ov« éfo8nOncav, be considered, 
together with eidov, in opposition to the passive éxpvBn, as 
still dependent upon dors. But more logically exact is the 
taking of the words, as also is mostly done, as a parallel to 
é€xpu8y. For much more natural does it appear that the 
author wished to represent that xp¥mrew as an act from the 
accomplishment of which fear did not deter, than that he 
should think of fearlessness as the motive cause of that action. 
— 70 dtataypa Tod Bacthéws| the command of Pharaoh, to drown 
all new-born male children of the Israelites. Comp. Ex. i. 22. 
Vv. 24-26. Progress from the child Moses to the adult 
Moses. péyas yevomevos, namely, corresponds (comp. Ex. 
ii. 11) to the yevvndeis, ver. 23, and wéyas is to be under- 
stood not of worldly power and honour (Schulz, Bretschneider), 
but of being grown up. Comp. vill. 11; LXX. Gen. xxxviili. 
11,14; Hom. Od. ii. 314, xviii. 217, xix. 532.— jpyncaro 
Never Oar] refused or disdained to be called. — Ovyatpos] not Ths 
Ovyarpos is placed (as Ex. ii. 5 ff), since the author combines 
@vyatpos with apa into one single (more general) notion : 
of « Pharaoh’s daughter, i.e. of an Egyptian royal princess. 
Ver. 25. Justificatory explanation of the jpyncaro, ver. 24: 
in that he preferred to suffer evil treatment with the people of 
God, in place of possessing a temporary sinful enjoyment. — 
MadXov aipeto Oar 4] in Holy Scripture a darak Aeyowevov; in 
profane literature, on the other hand, of very frequent occur- 
rence. Instances in Wetstein.— The compound cvyxaxov- 
xetcGae only here; the simple form xaxovyetc@ar alone 
(ver. 37, xiii. 3) is found elsewhere. — 76 Aa@ Tot Oeod] see 
at iv. 9.— mpocKxatpov amodavow] an enjoyment only tempo- 
rary, of brief duration, sc. of the earthly joys of life. Contrast 
to the enjoyment of everlasting blessedness.— auaprias] not 
Mryrr.—HEs, 2D 
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‘genit. objecti (Theophylact, Schlichting, Schulz, Stein, Stengel, 
al.), but genit. auct.: Enjoyment, such as (the committing of) 
sin affords. By dwaprtia is meant apostasy from God, by 
the abandoning of the communion with the people of God. 

Ver. 26. Indication of cause for ver. 25, in such wise that 
Aynodmevos, ver. 26, is subordinated to the waAXov édopevos, 
ver. 25, -—- Tov dvevdsopov ToD Xpiotod] the reproach of Christ. 
That signifies not: the reproach for Christ's sake, which he 
endured, namely, by virtue of the hope in the Messiah 
(Castellio, Wolf, Carpzov, Bohme, Kuinoel, Bloomfield, and 
others). For by the mere genitive this notion cannot be 
expressed. The sense is: the reproach, as Christ bore it, inas- 
much, namely, as the reproach, which Moses took upon him 
to endure in fellowship with his oppressed people at the hand 
of the Egyptians, was in its nature homogeneous with the 
reproach which Christ afterwards had to endure at the hands 
of unbelievers, to the extent that in the one case as in the 
other the glory of God and the advancement of His kingdom 
was the end and aim of the enduring. Comp. Tov dvewdsopov 
avtod Péportes, xiii. 13, and ta maOnpata tod Xpiotod, 2 Cor. 
1.5; as also ta tortepnpata tév Oriipewy tod Xpiorod, Col. 
i, 24.— améBrerrev yap cis THY pucParodociay] for he looked 
stedfastly to the bestowal of the reward. The determining 
eround for his action. — a7oBvérecp in the N. T. only here. 
—1 prcbatodsocia is the promised heavenly reward, the ever- 
lasting salvation ; comp. vv. 39,40. Unsuitably does Grotius 
limit the expression to the promised possession of the land of 
Canaan. 

Ver. 27 is referred either to the flight of Moses to Midian 
(Ex. 11, 15), or to the departure of the whole people out of 
Egypt. The former supposition is favoured by Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Zeger, Jac. Cappellus, 
Heinsius, Calmet, Bengel, Michaelis, Schulz, de Wette, Stengel, 
Tholuck, Bouman (Chartae theolog. lib. Il. Traj. ad Rhen. 
1857, p. 157 sq.), Delitzsch, Nickel (in Reuter’s Repertor. 
1858, Marz, p. 207), Conybeare, Alford, Maier, Kluge, Moll, 
Ewald; the latter by Nicholas de Lyra, Calvin, Piscator, 
Schlichting, Grotius, Owen, Calov, Braun, Baumgarten, Carpzov, 
Rosenmiiller, Heinrichs, Huét, Bohme, Stuart, Kuinoel, Paulus, 
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Klee, Bleek, Stem, Bloomfield, Ebrard, Bisping, Kurtz, Hof- 
mann, Woerner, and others. Only the opinion first mentioned is 
the correct one. Against it, indeed, the objection appears to be 
not without weight, that Ex. ii. 14 a go®nOAvac of Moses is 
spoken of, whereas here, by means of ur doByOels «.7.X., the 
opposite is asserted. But the contradiction is only an 
apparent one. For in the account of Exodus a fear on the 
part of Moses is mentioned only in the objective relation, 
whereas the fearlessness, which the author of our epistle 
intends, belongs purely to the subjective domain. Moses was 
alarmed that, contrary to his expectation, the slaying of the 
Egyptian had already become known, and apprehended as a 
consequence being exposed to the vengeance of the king, if 
the latter should obtain possession of him. On this very 
account also he took steps for the saving of his life, in that he 
withdrew by flight from the territory of Pharaoh. With this 
fact, however, it was perfectly reconcilable that in the con- 
sciousness of being chosen to be the deliverer of his people, 
and in the confidence in God, in whose hand alone he stood, 
he felt himself inwardly, or in his frame of mind, raised above 
all fear at the wrath of an earthly king. There is therefore 
no need of the concession (de Wette), that the author of the 
epistle, when he wrote down his pa doBnbeis, did not 
remember the words éfo876n 6¢ Mavofs, Ex. ii. 14. But 
just as little is it permissible, with Delitzsch, to press the 
expression ckatédetrev, chosen by the author, and to assert 
that kaTtaderety expresses the repairing hence without fear, 
whereas duvyetv would denote the repairing hence from fear. 
The author might also have written without difference of 
signification—what is denied by Delitzsch—iores épvyev eis 
yhv Macidp, py boBnbels tov Ovpov tod Bacidéws, — The 
referring, on the other hand, of the statement, ver. 27, to the 
leading forth of the whole people,is shown to be entirely 
inadmissible—(1) from the consideration that, in the chrono- 
logical order which the author pursues in the enumeration of 
his models of faith, the departure of Israel from Egypt could 
not have been mentioned before the fact on which he dwells 
in ver. 28, but only after the same; (2) that to the departure 
of the people out of Egypt the expression xaréAumev (se. 
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Moiofs) Alyvrrov is unsuitable; (3) finally, that according 
to Ex. xii. 31 that departure was commanded by Pharaoh him- 
self; in connection with the departure, therefore, any fear 
whatever at the wrath of the king could not arise. — tov yap 
Gopatov ws opav éxaptépnoer] for having the invisible (God) as 
it were before his eyes, he was strong and courageous. Tov 
dopatov ws oper belongs together, and tov ddparoy stands 
absolutely, without, what is thought most probable by Bohme, 
as also Delitzsch and Hofmann, our having to supplement 
Bactrca to the same. Contrary to linguistic usage, Luther, 
Bengel, Schulz, Paulus, Stengel (wavering), Ebrard combine 
Tov adpatov with éxaptépnoev: he held firmly to the invisible 
one as though seeing Him; according to Ebrard, xaptepety 
Tuva signifies: “to comport oneself stedfastly in regard to 
some one” (!), and the expression of our passage is supposed 
to acquire a pregnancy in the sense of tov ddpatoy Timer 
exaptépnoey (!). Kaptepety te can only denote: stedfastly to 
bear or undergo something; Kaptepety tTiva, however, cannot 
be used in Greek. 

Ver. 28. Comp. Ex. xii.— IIiores] in believing confidence, 
sc. in the word of God, at whose command he acted, that the 
blood of the paschal lambs would become the means of deliver- 
ing the Israelites. — memoinkev 76 tacya | he ordained the Pass- 
over. In the perfect there lies the characterization of the 
regulation then adopted as something sé continuing in force 
even to the present. With the notion of the meet ordering of 
the Passover blends consequently the idea of the ¢nstitution 
thereof; although it is true only 7o rdoya, not likewise the 
addition Kal tiv mpooxvow Tod aipatos, is suitable thereto. 
—Kkal Thy Tpdcxvow Tod aipatos] and the affusion of the 
blood. What is intended is the sprinkling or anointing of the 
door-posts and lintels of the Israelite houses with the blood of 
the slain paschal lambs, enjoined by Moses at the command 
of God, Ex. xii, 7, 22 f.— mpooxyvors] in Holy Scripture only 
here. — ta py 6 dd0Opedwv Ta TpwTOTOKA Oiyn adTav] that 
the slayer of the first-born might not touch them. By o oXo- 
Opevor, the destroyer, the LXX. at Ex. xii. 23 have translated 
the Hebrew Nnw2n, the destruction, thinking in connection 
therewith of an angel of destruction sent forth by God. Comp. 
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1 Chron. xxi. 12, 15 (@yyedos xupiov é€oroOpevwv) ; 2 Chron. 
Sei 2 1: Ecclus, xivi, 2137 [Cory x10. (0 odobpevtys). 
— Ta mporéroxa] Ex. xii. 12: TGV TPWTOTOKOY . . . ATO 
av@pérrov ws xtHvous. Comp. ibid. ver. 29. We have to 
construe T& mpwTotoKa with 6 drobpevwv, not, as Klee, 
Paulus, Ebrard, and Hofmann will, with @yy, since the com- 
bination of @ryyavew with an accusative is not usual. — adrav] 
namely the Israelites. This reference of the adrév was self- 
evident from the connection, although the Israelites are not 
previously mentioned. See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 138 f. 

Ver. 29. Comp. Ex. xiv. 22 ff.— IIictes] Oecumenius: 
eriatevoav yap SiaSnoecOat Kai diéBnoav' tocobTov olde 
miaTis Kal Ta addvata SvvaTa Troveiv.— déByncav] namely, 
the Israelites under Moses. — ws 81a Enpas yijs] as through dry, 
jirm land. The less usual 61a with the genitive, alternating 
with the ordinary accusative in connection with d:aBatvew, was 
probably occasioned by the reading of the LXX. Ex. xiv. 29 
(of d€ viol Iopanr éropevOnoav dia Enpas év péow THs Oardo- 
ons). — hs meipav NaBovtes of Aiybartiot KateTOOncay] in the 
essaying of which the Egyptians were drowned. — js refers back 
to tHv épvOpav Odraccay, not, as Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, Stein, 
Stengel, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Kurtz suppose, to Enpas yijs. 
For the former is the main thought, of which the readers are 
reminded anew by xatemd@ncav, whereas as Sia Enpas con- 
tains only a subsidiary feature, attached by way of comparison. 
—mTeipav A\apuBaverv Tivds stands here in the active sense. 
Otherwise ver. 36.—xatamivec@at, however (comp. Ex. 
xv. 4), is a more general expression for the more definite xata- 
movtilecOat, which latter (xaterovticOycayv) is found also in 
our passage, in some cursives, as likewise with Chrysostom and 
Theodoret. 

Ver. 30. The example of faith afforded by the Israelite 
people in connection with the siege of Jericho, Josh. vi,— 
ITictet] on the ground of faith, which, namely, the people 
displayed. Wrongly Grotius, who supposes éotes is to be con- 
strued with cuxckwbévta. — érecay] On the plural of the verb 
with the neuter plur., see Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 479. — 
kukrwbévra] after they (daily with the ark of the covenant, 
heralded by trumpet blast) had been encircled (incorrectly 
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Schulz, and others: beleaguered). — éml érra huépas] for seven 
days, seven days long. Comp. Winer, Gramm., Aufl p. 307: 

Ver. 31. The example of the Gentile woman Rahab, Josh. 
ii, vi. 17, 22 ff Her conduct had proceeded from the recog- 
nition that the God of the Israelites is a God in heaven and 
upon earth, and from the confidence thereon based, that this 
God would lead them to victory. Comp. Josh. ii. 9 ff.— 
‘PadB % ropvn] Comp. Jas. ii. 25; Clem. Rom. ad Cor. c. 12. 
The epithet 7) wépv7 is to be left in its literal sense. To inter- 
pret it, with Jac. Cappellus, Valckenaer, Heinrichs, and others, 
after the precedent of the Chaldee paraphrase and the Arabian 
version, by the hostess, or, with Hofmann, the har'lots’ hostess, or, 
with Braun and others, the heathen woman, or finally, with 
Koppe (in Heinrichs) and others, the zdolatress, is arbitrary. 
The designation of Rahab as 7 wépvn is an historic characteri- 
zation, in accordance with Josh. ii. 2, vi. 17 ff., and without 
any ground of offence. For it has already been rightly observed 
by Calvin: “hoe (epitheton) ad anteactam vitam referri cer- 
tum est; resipiscentiae enim testis est fides.” Comp. further, 
Matt. xxi. 31, 32.— ols ameOjcacw] the inhabitants of 
Jericho, They had shown themselves disobedient, because 
they had resisted the people of God (Josh. vi. 1), although 
not to them either had the mighty deeds of this God remained 
unknown (Josh. ii, 10).— deEapuévn rods KatacKdmous per 
eipnuns| seeing she had received the spies with peace, %.c. without 
practising acts of hostility towards them, to which she might 
have been incited by reason of their nationality. 

Vv. 32-40. On account of the multitude of models of faith 
which are still to be found in the O. T., the author must 
abandon the attempt of presenting them singly to the readers. 
He relinquishes, therefore, the previous description in detail, 
and briefly sums up that to which he could further call atten- 
tion. He mentions first, at ver. 32, another series of heroes 
of the faith; and then portrays in general rubrics their deeds 
of faith, and that in such form that ver. 33... dAXoz, ver. 35, | 
deeds of victorious faith are brought into relief, and thence to 
the end of ver. 38 deeds of suffering faith. 

Ver. 32. Kat ti étt Aéywo 3] And to what end do TJ still 
speak ? te. what need is there yet, after that which has already 
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been mentioned, of a further description in detail? and what 
end can it serve, since, considering the abundance of the his- 
toric material, an exhaustive presentation is surely impossible ? 
— Neyo] is indicative. See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 267. 
— érideiwew] only here in the N. T.—érirehbe pe yap 
Sunyodpevov 6 xpdvos wept Tededy x.7.r.] for the time will not 
suffice me for relating of Gideon, etc. Comp. Demosth. de 
Corona, ed. Reisk. p. 324: éarireires we NéyovTa 4 Hucpa Ta 
Tov mpodoTay dvoyata; Julian. Orat. 1, p. 341 B: érirelyres 
ue Taxelvou Suntyovmevoy 0 xpovos. Parallel is also the Latin: 
deficit me dies, tempus, e.g. Liv. xxviii. 41: Dies me deficiat, 
Sl... numerare velim; Cic. pro Rose. Amer. c. 32, init. : 
tempus, hercule, te citius, quam oratio deficeret. Further 
instances (also from Philo) see in Wetstein and Bleek.—o 
xeovos] Oecumenius: 0 ypdvos 6 TH emictonH, dyoly, dppodtos 
kal olov 7 cuppetpia; Theophylact: motos ; 7 6 mas elpnrac 
dé TodTO, ws civnOes juiv réyew, bmEepBodLKads’ 7 O TH emio-. 
TOA TUppetpos. —Tepl Tedewy cal Bapax «.7.r.] of Gideon, as 
well as of Barak, etc. That here too, in connection with the 
correct text, the regard to chronology is not lost sight of, see 
in the critical remark. — On Gideon, comp. Judg. vi.-vili.; on 
Barak, Jadg. iv., v.; on Samson, Judg. xiiii—xvi.; on Jephthah, 
Judg. xi. 1-xii. 7.— The last double member is yet enlarged 
by the addition cal tdv mpodntray to Yapovnn, because 
Samuel opened the series of the prophets; cf. Acts 1. 24. 
Ver. 33. O? S14 rictews Katnyovicayto Bacirelas] who by 
virtue of faith subdued kingdoms. The ded miorews with 
emphasis placed at the head dominates the whole description 
following, so that it continues equally to sound forth in con- 
nection with all the finite verbs as far as mepiAdOov, ver. 37. 
— of, however, connects in a lax manner that which follows 
with that which precedes, in so far as, vv. 33, 34, respect is 
had, in part at least, to yet other persons besides those men- 
tioned ver. 32. As regards the subject-matter, therefore, 
there would have been more accurately written in place of 
the mere of: “who with others like-minded.” —k«atrayovi- 
fecOase further, in the N. T. a dak Neyopevor, signifies to get 
the better of or overpower. With Bohme to attach to the same 
the signification: “to acquire by fighting” (“certamine sibi 
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paraverunt reena; quod nostra lingua succinctius ita dixeris: 
ste haben sich Herrscherwiirden erkimpft”), is opposed to the 
usus loguendi.— The statement itself for the rest is true, as 
of David, who vanquished the Philistines (2 Sam. v. 17-25, 
viii. 1, xxi. 15 ff.), Moabites, Syrians, Edomites (2 Sam. 
viii. 2 ff), and Ammonites (2 Sam. x., xii. 26 ff), so also 
of the four judges, mentioned ver. 32, inasmuch as Gideon 
smote the Midianites (Judg. vii.), Barak the Canaanites 
(Judg. iv.), Samson the Philistines (Judg. xiv. ff.), Jephthah the 
Ammonites (Judg, xi.). — elpydoavto S8ixavoctvny] wrought 
righteousness and justice, namely, for their subjects, in virtue 
of their quality as judges or kings. Comp. qovely xpipa 
Kat Stxacocvynv, 2 Sam. viii. 15; 1 Chron. xviii. 14; 
2 Chron, ix. 8, al. Too generally Erasmus, Schlichting, Gro- 
tius, Schulz, Stein, and others (comp. already Theodoret : todro 
Kowov TaV ayiov atavtwv): they did that which was morally 
good or pious, — érétuyov érayyedtov] obtained promises, i.e. 
either: came into the possession of blessings which God had pro- 
mised them (Piscator, Owen, Huét, Bohme, Stuart, de Wette, 
Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Moll, Hofmann, Woerner, and the 
majority), or: received words of pronuse on the part of God 
(Chrysostom, Theodoret, Primasius, Schlichting [Whitby ?], 
Bleek, Ebrard, Kurtz, al.). Either interpretation is admissible. 
Yet in the first case, that no contradiction with ver. 39 (comp. 
also ver. 13) may arise, only, what the absence of the article 
before ézayyedav also permits, blessings and successes of 
earthly nature could be meant. In the first case, one may 
think of Judg. vii. 7 and the like, while in the second case 
the words are specially to be referred to the Messianic pro- 
mises given to David and the prophets. — ébpakav ocropata 
Aeovtwv] closed the jaws of lions. Comp. with regard to Daniel, 
Dan. vi. 22 (1 Mace. ii. 60); with regard to Samson, Judg. 
xlv. 6; with regard to David, 1 Sam. xvii. 34 ff. 

Ver. 34. "EoBecav Stvauiw mupds] Quenched the violence of 
Jive (fire’s violence). Theophylact: ov« eime 5€ ésBecav rip 
GAA Sdvayw mupds, 6 Kal peifov' éEartopevov yap sbrws 
dvvayiv Tod Kalew ovx eiye Kat avTtav. To be compared is 
the statement with regard to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
the three companions of Daniel, Dan. iii Comp. 1 Mace. 
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ii. 59: “Avavias, "Afapias, Micanr motevcavtes écobOncoav 
ex proyos. — épvyov otduata payaipas] escaped the sword- 
points; eg. David, comp. 1 Sam. xviii. 11,’ xix. 10, 12, 
xxi. 10; Elijah, comp. 1 Kings xix. 1 ff; Elisha, comp. 
2 Kings vi. 14 ff, 31 ff. — évedvvapdlnocav amd acbeveias] 
out of weakness were made strong. These words Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Oecumenius, and Theophylact refer to the strengthen- 
ing of the whole people by liberation from the Babylonian 
captivity; Oecumenius, Theophylact, Calvin, Schlichting, Jac. 
Cappellus, Grotius, Owen, Heinrichs, Huét, Bohme, Stuart, 
Stein, Tholuck, Ebrard, and the majority, partly exclusively, 
partly, among other things, to the recovery of Hezekiah (2 Kings 
xx.; Isa, xxxvill.); certainly more correct, however, Bengel, 
Chr. Fr. Schmid, Storr, Bleek, de Wette, Hofmann, to the rein- 
vigoration of the weakened Samson (Judg, xvi. 28 ff.). — éyevn- 
Oncav icxvpot év Todéuo] waxed valiant in battle. Theodoret 
Kal ot mpoppnOévtes Kat of tod Marta@iov raises *Iovdas 
Kal “IwvaOns cat Sivwv. That the author was thinking 
of the Maccabees also, in particular, in addition to the judges 
and David, is certainly very probable. — trapewBoras Exduvav 
adrotplov] Made armies of aliens flinch or give way. Theo- 
doret: 7d avTd Siaddpws elpnrev,— mapepmBorn, as MIN, 
in the signification of army; likewise Judg. iv. 16, vii. 14; 
1 Mace. v. 28, 45, and frequently. With the Greeks this 
signification of the word is rare; comp., however, Aelian, Var. 
Hist. xiv. 46: ‘“Hvixa 8é ee cuppitar, évradéa of pév Kdves 
TMpoTno@vTes éTapaTToOY THY TrapeuBornv. — KrLveELY, in the 
sense indicated, is found in Holy Scripture only here. 

Ver. 35. "ErxaBov yuvatces && avactdcews Tovs vexpovs 
avtav| Women received back their dead (their sons) through 
resurrection. Those meant are the widow of Sarepta (1 Kings 
xvii. 17 ff.), whose son was awakened out of death by Elijah, 
and the Shunammite woman (2 Kings iv. 18 ff.),.whose son 
was raised by Elisha. Far-fetched is the supposition of Biesen- 
thal (in Guericke’s Zeitschr. f. die ges. luther. Theol. u. Kirche, 
1866, H. 4, p. 616 ff.): reference is made to the tradition, 
preserved to us in the rabbinical and talmudic literature, of 
the cessation of the dying away of the male population in the 
wilderness on the 15th Ab. — Syntactically ver. 35 begins 
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a new proposition (against Béhme, who, as unnaturally as 
possible, makes the statement éAaBov .. . avtéy still depen- 
dent on of, ver. 33, and regards yuvaixes as apposition to of). 
— With drroe 8é, to the close of ver. 38, the discourse 
passes over to examples of a suffering faith, which remained 
still unrewarded upon earth.— ddros 8é éruprravicPncay] 
Others, on the other hand, were stretched on the rack. Allusion 
to the martyr-death of Eleazar (2 Mace. vi. 18 ff.), and of the 
seven Maccabean brothers, together with their mother (2 Mace. 
vii). Tupmavifec@ac means: to be stretched out upon the 
Tuprtavoy (comp. 2 Macc. vi. 19, 28), an instrument of torture 
(probably wheel-shaped, Josephus, de Macc. c. 5, 9, 10: tpoxos), 
—to be stretched out like the skin of a kettledrum, in order 
then to be tortured to death by blows (comp. 2 Mace. vi. 30). 
— od mpocdeEduevor] not accepting, t.c. since the expression, by 
reason of the objective negation ov, blends into a single notion: 
disdaining. — thv amonttpwcw] the deliverance, namely the 
earthly one, which they could have gained by the renouncing 
of their faith, Comp. 2 Mace. vi. 21 ff, vii. 27 ffi — ta 
KpeltTovos avactacews tUYwow] that they might become par- 
takers of a better resurrection. Motive for the contemning of 
earthly deliverance. Comp. 2 Macc. vii. 9, 11, 14, 20, 23, 
29, 36, as also 2 Mace. vi. 26. «xpetrtovos stands not in 
opposition to the resurrection of the ungodly unto judgment, 
Dan. xii. 2 (Oecumenius: Kpeittovos ... 7) of Aourrol avOpwrro: 
H bey yap avaotacis Tact KoLWy, ANN ovTOL avagTHaoVTAL, 
pyaly, eis Sony ai@viov, Kal odtot eis KoNagw aiwvoy. Comp. 
Theophylact), neither does it form any antithesis to é& dva- 
otacews in the beginning of the verse (Chrysostom: ov 
TOLAVTNS, Olas TA TraLdla THY yuvatxdv ; Theophylact, who does 
not, however, decide; Bengel, Schulz, Bohme, Bleek, Stein, 
de Wette, Stengel, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des 
Hebréerbr.p. 617, Obs.; Alford, Maier, Kurtz, and others), which 
is too remote; but corresponds to the dmroAvtTpwow immedi- 
ately preceding. A much higher possession was the resurrec- 
tion to the eternal, blessed life, than the temporal deliverance 
from death; which latter could be regarded, likewise, as a 
sort of resurrection, but truly only as a lower and valueless 
one, E 
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Ver. 36. Others endured mockings and scourges, yea, moreover, 
bonds and prison. “Erepot, in accordance with its verbal 
signification, introduces a heterogeneous class of heroes of the 
faith, ze. a particular species of the dAdo, mentioned as the 
genus ver. 35. As regards the subject itself, indeed, inexact, 
since, ver. 35, with dAXo. Sé érupmavicOncav x.T.Xr. reference 
was made not merely to 2 Macc. vi., but—as the addition ta 
KpelTTOVOS avactdcews TUYwow clearly shows—at the same 
time to 2 Mace. vii.; the mention, however, of the scourging 
along with the mocking seems to admit of explanation only 
from the author’s referring to 2 Mace. vi. 30 (wactiyovpevos) 
and vil. 1 (udori& Kal vevpais aixcfouévovs), as indeed the 
enduring of public mockery is expressly mentioned (in addi- 
tion to 1 Macc. ix. 26) at 2 Mace. vii. 7 (rov Setrepov sryov 
érl Tov éwmavypov), and again 2 Mace. vii. 10 (wera Sé Todrov 
0 tpitos éverraifero). On the other hand, however, it seems 
evident that it was the intention of the writer at ver. 36 in 
reality to draw attention to a dissimilar class of men; from 
the fact, even apart from the choice of the expression &repoz, 
that in the case of the previous dAdoe 8é érupravicOnoay 
«.T.X. We are constrained to think of a death by martyrdom, 
while at ver. 36 the enhancing érz 6é forbids our thinking of 
the martyr’s death, since, according to this, bonds and dungeon 
were a more severe trial than mocking and scourging. We 
must therefore suppose that the author designed further to 
refer to those, as forming a special category, who, without 
suffering actual death, were exposed to other kinds of tortures 
and miseries; that he still derived, however, the main colours 
for this new picture from the historic figure which but just 
now had been present to his mind in connection with the 
éruptavicOnoay x.T...— The enhancing ére dé is to be 
explained from the fact that éwrasypol kal paotuyes 
denotes the more transient suffering, in point of time more 
brief; Secpol cal dvdrax7}, on the other hand, the longer 
enduring sufferings. — metpav NauBdvevv] here in the passive 
sense: to have experience of something. Otherwise ver. 29.— 
Seopav kat dudaxijs] Comp. 1 Mace. xiii. 12; 1 Kings xxii. 
27; Jer. xxxvii., xxxviil, al. 

Ver. 37. "EX0acOncav] They were stoned. To be referred 
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to Zechariah, son of Jehoiada (2 Chron. xxiv. 20-225; comp. 
Matt. xxiii. 35; Luke xi. 51), and probably also to Jeremiah, 
of whom at least later tradition reports death by stoning. 
Comp. Tertull. Scorpiac. 8 ; Hieronym. adv. Jovinian. ii. 37 ; 
Pseudo-Epiphan. (Opp. ii. p. 239), al. Less suitably do Oecu- 
menius, Theophylact, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, and others think 
also of Naboth, 1 Kings xxi. — érpic@ncay] were sawn asunder. 
Death by sawing asunder (comp. 2 Sam. xii. 31; 1 Chron. 
xx. 3) was, according to early tradition, that suffered by Isaiah 
at the hands of Manasseh, king of Judah. See Ascens. Jes. 
vat. v. 11-14; Justin Martyr, Dial. c. Tryph. 120; Tertull. de 
Patient. 14, Scorpiac. 8; Origen, Epist. ad African.; Lactant. 
Institt. iv. 11, al.; Tr. Jevamoth, f. 49.2; Sanhedrin, f. 103. 2. 
— éreipdcOncay] were tempted. This general statement has 
about it something strange and inconvenient, inasmuch as it 
occurs in the midst of the mention of different kinds of violent 
death. Some, therefore, have been in favour of entirely deleting 
érretpac@ncav (Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, Marloratus, Grotius, 
Hammond, Whitby, Calmet, Storr, Valckenaer, Schulz, Bohme, 
Kuinoel, Klee, Delitzsch, Maier, a/.), in doing which, however, 
we are not justified by external evidence ;’ while others have 
thought that éespacOncav is a corruption, in itself early, of 
the original text, which latter must be restored by conjecture. 
It has been conjectured by Beza, edd. 3, 4, 5, that we have to 
read érupwOncav; Gataker, Miscell. 44, Colomesius, Observ. 5, 
Moll, and Hofmann: éspycOncav; Fr. Junius, Paraill. lib. iii., 
and Piscator: éxvpdo@ncav; Sykes and Ebrard: éwupicOncav, 
they were burned.’ Further, Luther (transl.), Beza, edd. 1 and 2, 
Knatchbull, Fischer, Proluss. de vitits Lewic. N. T. p. 538; 
Ewald, p. 171, read érapOncav (2), from elpw, they were 
prerced, transfixed; Wakefield, Stlv. crit. ii. 62: émeypadncar, 


1 It is wanting only in some cursives, in the Peshito,—whose daughter, the 
Arabian version in Erpen., also omits it,—in the Aethiopic version, which also 
omits ixpicénoay, with Origen (once, as compared with four times), Euseb. and 
Theophyl. 

? Reuss, too, regards iwupicdncay [as does Conybeare ixupdécéncay] as the most 
likely conjecture, but regards it, likewise, as possible: ‘‘ que le twspaéoéncay dans 
le texte vulgaire ne fit qu’une conjecture trés-superfiue, destinée & remplacer 
le mot ixpizéncay (ils furent sciés), parce que l’Ancien Testament ne fournit pas 
@exemple de ce dernicr supplice.” 
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from Trepdw (?), they were spitted, impaled ; Tanaq. Faber, Epp. 
cru. U. 14, and J. M. Gesner in Carpzov: éarnpweéOncar, they 
were mutilated; Alberti: éoreipdcOnoav or éorrecpdOnoay, from 
atreipa (7), they were broken on the wheel; Steph. le Moyne in 
Gronov. Ant. Gr. vil. p. 301: érpaOneay, they were sold. Others 
yet other conjectures ; see Wetstein, Griesbach, and Scholz ad 
loc. Bleek, too, assumes an error in the text, in that he holds 
a word which signifies “to be consumed, to perish by fire,” as 
érpyaOnoay, which is found with Cyrill. Hieros., and in Codd. 
110, 111 for émrpic@ncar, or érupicOncay, or even one of the 
forms more commonly employed for the expressing of this 
idea,—€verrpnaOncay and éverrupic@ncav,—to be the original 
reading, and then supposes the author perhaps to have thought 
once more of martyrs under the tyranny of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, 2 Mace. vi. 11, vii. 4 f.; Dan. xi. 33, al. Comp. also 
Philo, ad Flace. p. 990 A (with Mangey, II. p. 542): xatedv- 
@ncav twes (sc. Alexandrine Jews, by Flaccus) cal favrtes 
ot wev everrpnaOncay oi &é bia péons Katecipnoay ayopas, 
ws GAa Ta copata avtav edarravjOn. Similarly Reiche, 
Commentar. Crit. p. 111 sqq., who leaves open the choice 
between érpycPncav and érupmOncav. —If émespadcOncav 
is genuine, it must have been added by the author for the 
sake of the paronomasia with émpic@ncav, and be referred to 
the enticements and temptations to escape a violent death by 
means of apostasy (comp. eg. 2 Mace. vii. 24).— év dove 
payaipas aréBavov| died by slaughter of the sword. Comp. 
1 Kings xix. 10: rods mpogrjras cov améxrewav ev poppaig ; 
Jer. xxvi. 23: kai érdtakev aitoy év payaipa (namely, the 
prophet Urijah). For the expression év ¢ovm paxaipas, comp. 
LXX. Ex. xvii. 13; Num. xxi. 24; Deut. xii, 15, xx. 13. — 
mepijrOov... THs yHs, ver. 38, now further emphasizes the 
fact that the whole life of the last-named class of the heroes 
of faith was one of want and distress. — zepuAAOov év pnrw- 
tais, év airyelous Sépyacw] refers specially to single prophets. 
Comp. Zech. xiii. 4, also Clemens Romanus, ad Corinth. 17: 
pinta yevoucda Kaxetvor, oltives év Sépwacw aiyelos Kal 
undortais TepieTatnaay, KnpvacorTes THY Edevaw TOD XpioTov' 
Aéyouev 88 "Hrlav nal "ENocaiov, érs 8é Kat “Iefexujr rods 
tpogpr tas, — mepinrGov] they went hither and thither, without 
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being in possession of a fixed dwelling-place. Theophylact: 
To 8é mepupAOov To Si@oxecOar adbtods Syrot Kai aotateiv, — 
év] in, ic. clothed with. — év wndorais, év airetous déppacwy] 
in sheep-skins, in goat fells. The latter, as designation of a yet 
rougher clothing, is an ascent from the former, and on that 
account placed last. ysnXwT7, the hide of smaller cattle in 
general, and specially of sheep. A pmAwry is mentioned as 
the garment of Elijah, which, on his being caught up to 
heaven, he left behind to Elisha, 1 Kings xix. 13,19; 2 Kings 
vii, 138, 14. — dorepodpmevor, OUBdpevor, Kaxovyovpevor] in 
want (sc. of that which is necessary for the sustenance of life), 
affliction, evil-treatment (comp. ver. 25). 

Ver. 38. “Av ove Hv a&wos 6 Kdcpos] Men, to possess whom 
ihe (corrupt) world (ver. 7) was not worthy. Theophylact: 
Ovn éxete, hnolv, eimety Ott Gwaptwdol dvtTes ToLadTa éTac- 
xov, GANA ToOLOUTOL, olor Kal ToD KdcMoV. aVTOD TYL@TEpOL 
eivat, Calvin: Quum ita profugi inter feras vagabantur 
sancti prophetae, videri poterant indigni, quos terra sustineret. - 
Qui fit enim, ut inter homines locum non inveniant? Sed 
apostolus in contrariam partem hoc retorquet, nempe quod 
mundus illis non esset dignus. Nam quocunque veniant 
serv1 Dei, ejus benedictionem, quasi fragrantiam boni odoris, 
secum afferunt.— @v] goes back to the subject in aepiAAOov, 
ver. 37. In a forced manner Bohme (as also Kuinoel, Klee, 
and Stein): it points to that which follows, and the sense is: 
oberravisse illos in desertis tales, quibus vulgus hominum, ut 
esse soleat, pravum ac impium, haud dignum fuerit, quocum 
illi eodem loco versarentur. Not less unnaturally does Hof- 
mann look upon ov ov« jv d&vos 6 Kdcpos as only a following 
definition of subject to zepsAOov, in that he begins a new 
section of the discourse with repuj#@ov. To a yet greater 
extent, finally, has Carpzov missed the true interpretation, 
when, taking ov as a neuter, he supplies caxav (totepncewr, 
OX.Apewv), and gives as the sense: quorum indignus malorum 
erat mundus. Id est: tam crudelibus affecti sunt suppliciis, 
ut illa mundo indigna sint; ut orbem terrarum non deceat, 
tam horrenda ac ¢oBepotata de eo dicii— év épnplars wra- 
vowevor K.7.r.] wandering in deserts and upon mountains, and 
im caves and the clefts [clifts] of the earth, Comp. 1 Kings 
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xviii. 4, 13, xix. 4, 8, 9,13; 1 Mace. ii 28, 29; 2 Mace. 
N20; WL ase 6. 

Vv. 39, 40. General remark in closing. — Kai odros 
waves] And these all. Refers back to the totality of the 
persons named, from ver. 4 (not merely, as Schlichting, 
Hammond, and Storr suppose, to those mentioned from a&Xoz 
dé, ver. 35).— uaprupnbévtes Sia tis Tictews] although by 
virtue of their faith they received a (glorious) testimony (in 
Seripture).— ov« éxopicavto thy emayyediav] did not bear 
away the promise (wrongly Ebrard: the aorist stands “ pro 
plusquamperf.”), z.e. attained not, so long as they lived, to the 
possession of that which was promised, namely, the Messianic 
blessedness. 

Ver. 40. The ground for the ov« éxouicavto tHv éray- 
yedtav lay in the decree of God, that those believers should 
not apart from us attain to the consummation. — Tod Oeod 
Tepl huov Kpeirtov te mpoBrepauevov] God having, with 
regard to us, foreseen (predetermined) something better. — mpo- 
Brérrew] in the N. T. only here. — On account of the em- 
phatically preposed ep MOY, which forms the contrast to 
ovTo. mavres, ver. 39, Kpetrtov Te cannot be placed abso- 
lutely: “Something better than would otherwise have been 
our portion” (Schlichting, Seb. Schmidt, Huét). With this 
thought, moreover, tva pn xwpls juav TeherwOdow would not 
have been in keeping, since, instead thereof, a ocvv avrtois 
TererwO@uev must have been written. The sense can only 
be: in regard to us something better than wm regard to them. 
In regard to us something better, inasmuch as when they 
lived the appearing of the Redeemer as yet belonged to the 
distant future, and was an object of longing desire (Matt. 
xiii. 16 f.; Luke x. 23 f.); but now Christ has in reality 
appeared, has accomplished the redemption, and presently 
after a brief interval will return, to bring to full realization 
the Messianic kingdom with all its blessings of salvation. 
Comp. x. 25, 36 f.—Wwa pa) xopis judv TeretwPdow] 
Declaration of the divine design: that they not without us 
should attain to the consummation. Without us, 2.e. without 
our having entered into the joint participation in the consum- 
mation, they would have attained to the consummation, if 
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Christ had already appeared in their time, and so they had 
already attained during their lifetime to the possession of the 
promised Messianic bliss. For then we should not have been 
born at all; since, according to the declaration of the Lord 
(Matt. xxii. 30; Mark xi. 25; Luke xx. 35 f.), in the con- 
summated kingdom of God a marrying and being given in 
marriage will no longer take place. 
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VER. 2. xexédixev] Elz.: éxddsoev. But the perfect, adopted 
into the Editt. Complut. Genev. Plant., as also by Bengel, 
Griesb. Matth. Lachm. Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. Bloomfield, Alford, 
Reiche, and others, has the preponderant attestation of all the 
uncials, most cursives, and many Fathers in its favour; and is 
likewise preferable on internal grounds, since it represents the 
having sat down as a result extending into the present time. — 
Ver. 3. In place of the Recepta eis wiréy or eis atréy, which 
has the support of D*** K IL, almost all the cursives and many 
Fathers, there is found sig atrotg in x** with Theodoret (ré 
sig auroug dvri rod sig éaurods), and In Cod. 17; «fg éavrods, how- 
ever, in 8*, in the Peshito (quantum sustinuerit a peccatoribus, 
qui fuerunt adversarii sibi ipsis), in D* E*, together with 
their Latin version (recogitate igitur, talem vos reportasse a 
peccatoribus in vobis adversitatem), and in some mss. of the 
Vulgate; while the Sahidic and Armenian vss. entirely omit the 
words, and Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, de Wette write </; 
taurév. The latter, which is attested by A and the Vulgate 
(in semetipsum), indirectly also by D* E*, is to be held the 
original reading ; the plural, on the other hand, to be rejected 
as devoid of sense. — dyrimartornre] In place of this, Tisch. 2 
writes, after L* 46, al, Chrys. ms. Theodoret, Theophyl. ms. : 
dvrexarcornrs. This form of the word (see on the twofold 
augment, Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 69 f.) must, it is true, be 
adopted upon strong attestation, but is not in a position here 
to set aside the Recepta dyrimaréornre, Where dvrex. has against it 
the preponderating testimony of A D E L** x, etc. Rightly, 
therefore, has Tisch. restored dyriz. in the editt. vil. and viii. 
—Ver. 5. Elz.: Yié wov. D*, some seven cursives, as also the 
Latin translation in D E, have only riz Bleek has on that 
account suspected mov, and enclosed it within brackets. Ex- 
ternal authority, however, does not warrant our deleting the 
pronoun. The occasion for its omission might be afforded by 
the occurrence of a similar initial letter in the following word, 
or by the text of the LXX. in which it is wanting. — Ver. 7. 
eh TUsOsiay iaromevers | Instead of this, Matth. Lachm. Tisch. 1, 
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7 and 8, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 758), 
and Alford read <i¢ rasdciay irowevere, and Griesbach has 
placed ¢/; upon the inner margin. In favour of «is pleads, it 
is true, the greatly preponderating authority of A D E(?) K 
L x, of more than thirty cursives, Vulg. It. Syr. Copt. Sahid. 
Aeth. Arm. Damasc. Procop., while «/ is found only with 
Chrys. Theodoret, Theophyl. Slav. (?), and, as it seems, in many 
cursives. Nevertheless <i; is inadmissible. For, whether «is 
cadsiay is taken still with cupadéyeros, or, as Hofmann will 
have it, with jw«orryoz—whereby, however, that which follows 
would become deformed,—or it be combined with éromévere, in 
any case ra:de/a must be understood in the sense of “ education,” 
whereas of a certainty, alike from that which precedes as from 
that which follows, the signification “chastisement” becomes a 
necessity. Consequently the Recepta «i cusdciny dmomévers 
is to be looked upon as that written by the author. The 
originality and correctness of this reading (defended also by 
Reiche, p. 115 sqq.) becomes manifestly apparent from the fact 
that upon its recognition vv. 7, 8, in accordance with the 
usual accuracy of diction prevailing in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, are in perfect mutual correspondence as type and 
autitype, alike as regards the protasis as also the apodosis. — 
In place of the Recepta ris yap éorsv, we have, with Lachm. 
and Tisch., after A, s* Vulg. Sahid. Orig., to write merely: xfs 
yap. — Ver. 8. Elz.: védor ort xal ody vio# With Lachm. 
Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, Delitzsch, Alford, we have to trans- 
pose into: védor xai ody viot gore, after A D* and D*** [in 
Cod. E all the rest is wanting from zdrz¢, ver. 8, to the close 
of the Epistle] 8, 17, 37, 80, al., Vulg. It. Chrys. (codd.) and 
Latin Fathers. — Ver. 9. Elz.: 03 roar we rAAor. But A D* 
x (D* »x** with the addition of 6) have od road waArroy. 
Rightly preferred by Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford. — Ver. 15. 
In place of the received 6: raurns, we have to adopt, with 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 2, and Alford, after A, 17, 67** 
80, 137, 238, Copt. etc., Clem. Chrys. (comment.): 67 airs; 
and in place of the Recepta rorroi, with Lachm. Tisch. and 
Alford, after A &, 47, Clem. Theodoret: of woadrcs The article 
was lost sight of in the homoioteleuton sordro% — Ver. 16. 
Lachm. (and Tisch. 2 and 7, as well as Alford, have fol- 
lowed him therein!) has placed in the text, from A C, the 
form of the word &rédero; but this, although not altogether 
unexampled (see Buttmann, Gramm. des neutestam. Sprachgebr. 
p. 40 f), is manifestly a corruption of the Recepta ax2doro, 
which is confirmed by the Cod. Sinait.— On the other hand, 
the reading éavrod, given by Lachm. Tisch. and Alford, merits, 
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on account of its more decided attestation by A C D** and 
D*** s*, the preference over the Recepta airot or abrod,— 
Ver. 18. Elz: Yyragwwévw oper pes, furnished by D K L, 
in like manner, as it seems, by almost all cursives, Vulg. (ed. 
Clem.) Arab. polygl. Slav. Athan. Theodoret, Damasc. Oecum., 
is wanting indeed in A C x, 17, 47, in many mss. of the Vulg., 
in Copt. Sahid. Syr. Arab. Erp. Aeth., with Chrys. (comment.), 
Theophyl. Mart. pap. Bed., and was already suspected by Mill 
(Prolegg. 1071) as a gloss, and then deleted by Lachm. and 
Tisch. 1 and 8, as likewise by Alford, is, however, indis- 
pensable, and is naturally called for by the opposition ér6 
TpooeAnarvdare Siay oper, Ver. 22 (comp. also rod épous, ver. 20), as 
well as the confusion of idea in a ip yraguuenr. Rightly, 
therefore, has Tisch. 2 and 7 placed ¢ps: again in the text. 
— xa} Cop] Elz.: xa? oxéry. Against A C D* x* 17, 31, 39, 
al. Suspected by Griesb. Rightly rejected by Lachm. Bleek, 
de Wette, Tisch. Delitzsch, Alford. ozérw was introduced 
from the LXX. Deut. iv. 11, v. 22. — Ver. 19. In place of the 
Ltecepta xpooredjvas, Lachm. in the stereotype edition had 
adopted zpocbstvas, after A. Rightly, however, has he retained 
the Recepta in the larger edition. This reading is borne out by 
CD KL», by, as it seems, all the cursives and many Fathers. 
— Ver. 20. After AsdoBorndjceras, Elz. adds further: 4 Boa/o: 
nzararocevdqoeras Against all uncials (A C DK LM), 
most min., all translations, and many Fathers. The words, 
deleted by Griesbach, Scholz, and all later editors, are a gloss 
from LXX. Ex. xix. 13.— Ver. 23. Elz.: 2y odtpavots &roye- 
ypawmuevov. But the decisive testimony of AC DL Mx, 37, 
al. m., Syr. Copt. Vulg. and many Fathers demands the trans- 
position adopted by Griesb. Scholz, Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. Alford, 
and others: droyeypamumévav tv odpavors. — Ver. 24. xpeirrov 
rAaArctvri] Elz.: xpeirrova AwAodver. Against A C D K L 
M xs, most min. Syr. Arr. Copt. Sahid. Armen. Vulg. ai., and 
many Fathers. — Ver. 25. Elz.: épuyov viv xi rig yns Tapas 
rHOnmeVvol ypnuariCovra, ToAA@ mwaARrov. Instead of this, 
however, we have to read, with Lachm. Bleek, de Wette, Tisch. 
(who, however, in the edit. vii. has given the preference to 
the verbum simplex Zpuyov, over the verbum compositum 
e€epuyov) Alford: éFépuyov él yiis wupairnodmevor roy py 
parilovra, ToAv aro, in that é£é puyoy (already approved by 
Grotius) is demanded by A C s* 57, 118, al. (Vulg. D, Lat. 
Slav. Epiph. in cant. cantic.: effugerunt), Cyr. Chrys. Philo 
Carpas. Oecum.; the deleting of the article +%; before ys 
(already omitted in the Editt. Erasm. Complut. Colin., after- 
wards also by Bengel, Griesb. Matth. Scholz) is required by all 
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the uncial mss. (including §), most min., and very many 
Fathers; further, the placing of the article +év only after 
rupairnodusvor is required by A C D M &* Cyril. Damasc.; 
finally, oA is required by A OC D*x, Sahid. — Ver. 26. Elz.: 
cciw. But A CM X, 6, 47, al., Syr. Vulg. Copt. Sahid. Slav. 
Athan. Cyril. Cosm. Andr. Areth. have cscw. Approved by 
Grotius, recommended by Griesb., rightly adopted by Lachm. 
Scholz, Bleek, Tisch. Alford, Reiche. — Ver. 27. Recepta: ray 
canrevowevwy ray werddeory. Better accredited, however (by A 
C x*), is Lachmann’s order of the words: riyv ray carevomevwv 
werdéeosv, which on that account is to be preferred. Bleek 
and Tisch. 1 have entirely rejected the article rj. It is 
wanting, however, only in D* and M. — Ver. 28. The reading 
?xyouev, Which Calvin, Mill (Prolegg. 750), Heinrichs, and others 
approve, and which Luther also followed in his translation, is 
unsuitable, and insufficiently attested by K 8s, more than 
twenty min., most mss. of the Vulg., Aeth. Cyr. Antioch., while 
the reading #ywyev rests upon the testimony of AC DLM, 
ete., Copt. Syr. Aeth. al., Chrys. Theodoret, Damasc. al., as also 
ams. of the Vulg.— In that likewise which follows, the in- 
dicative A«rpevomuev, Which Griesbach has placed on the inner 
margin, stands in point of external attestation below the 
Recepta rnurpetwmev. The former is found in K M8, about fifty 
min., with Athan., in mss. of Chrys., with Oecum. and Theophyl. 
On the other hand, A C D L, very many min. and many 
Fathers have rAarpetdwuer.— At the close of the verse the 
Recepta reads: werd aidot¢g zai edAaBefus, instead of which, 
however, we have, with Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. and Alford, to 
adopt the reading (recommended also by Griesb.): werd ebrAa- 
Beias xai déoug, after A C D* 8* 17, 71, 73, 80, 137, Copt. 
Sahid. Slav. ed. (al.: werd déoug xl edrAuBeiag. Vulg.: cum metu 
et reverentia. D, Lat.: cum metu et verecundia). 


Vv. 1-13. In possession of such a multitude of examples, 
and with the eye uplifted to Jesus Himself, are the readers 
with stedfastness to maintain the conflict which lies before 
them, and to regard their sufferings as a salutary chastisement 
on the part of that God who is full of fatherly love towards 
them. 

Ver. 1. Conclusion from the total contents of chap. xii 
In the animating summons expressed vv. 1, 2, the addition 
ov brrowovfs, appended to the main verb tpéywpuev, has the 
principal stress; comp. x. 36, xi 1. Of the participial 
clauses, however, the first and third are of the same kind, 
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and are distinguished in equal degree from the second; as 
accordingly the former are introduced by participles of the 
present, the latter by a participle of the aorist. The first and 
third contain a ground of animation to the 8” dropovis 
Tpéxapev; by the second, on the other hand, the historic 
preliminary condition to the &’ tropovhs tpéxyew is stated. 
The euphonious tovyapotdyv elsewhere in the N. T. only 
1 Thess. iv. 8.—«at pets] we also, namely, like the saints of 
the Old Covenant described chap. xi.— tocodtov éyovtes mept- 
Keipevov piv védos paptipay] since we have so great a cloud 
of witnesses around us, or: since so great a cloud of witnesses 
surrounds us. €xovTes meptxeipwevov is intimately con- 
nected together, and is a periphrasis of the mere verbal 
notion, inasmuch as a genitive absolute: tocovTov mepixerpévou 
jpiv «.T.r., might have been employed instead. védgos is a 
figurative designation (also of frequent occurrence with classical 
writers) of a densely compact crowd. Theodoret: mAOos 
TocodToV, vépos pipovuevoy TH TuKVOTHTL. Comp. Hom. JI. 
iv. 274: dua &é védos ettreto relay, al. Eurip. Hee. 901 f.:: 
toiov "EXdddvav védos adi ce xptrret. Phoeniss, 1328 ff.: 
TOTEp euavTov 7 TOW aTévw Saxptaas, Hv Tépi Eyer vépos 
tocodroy, wate ov "Ayépovtos iévar; Herod. viii. 109: védpos 
TocovTov avOpomwv. Similarly also is the Latin nubes em- 
ployed. Comp. eg. Liv. 35. 49: rex contra peditum equi- 
tumque nubes jactat—Those meant by the trocobrov végos 
paptvpwy are the persons mentioned chap. xi. When, 
however, these are characterized as a cloud of witnesses, the 
author does not intend to imply that these witnesses are 
present as spectators at the contest to be maintained by the 
readers (Hammond, Calmet, Bohme, Paulus, Klee, Bleek, 
Stein, de Wette, Stengel, Tholuck, Bloomfield, Bisping, Hof- 
mann), but represents them thereby as persons who have 
borne testimony for the méoris which he demands of his 
readers, and who consequently have become models for 
imitation to the readers as regards this virtue. 

To this signification of paprvpwv points with necessity the 
whole reasoning immediately foregoing. For as 8’ érroporfs, 

1The supposition of Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 757), 
Alford, Maier, and Moll, that in papzvpw», ver. 1, the idea of ‘‘spectators” 
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xii. 1, attaches again the discourse to bropovis yap éyere 
xpeiav «.7.d., xX. 36, so also the contents of chap. xi., which 
stand in close connection with the latter, are recapitulated by 
the words: rocodrov éyou'res Tmepiceipevov huiv védos wapTipwv. 
On account, however, of this close connection of the first 
participial clause, xii. 1, with chap. xi, paprdpwv cannot be 
otherwise interpreted than after the analogy of the charac- 
terization there made: paptupnbértes Sia THs mioTews, xi. 39 ; 
év TavTn e€waptupyOnoar, xi. 2; dv Fs éwaptupyOn, xi. 4; and 
pewaptvpytar, xi. 5, in that only the slight distinction is 
made, justified in a natural manner by the varying form of 
designation, that while the persons named were before repre- 
sented as those to whom a laudatory testimony was given in 
scripture on account of the riots manifested by them, they 
now appear as those who, by their conduct, have delivered a 
testimony in favour of their virtue of wiotus, and consequently 
have become patterns of the same for others. On account of 
this intimate coherence of the first participial clause, xii. 1, 
with chap. xi, a more nearly-defining addition, tis wictews 
to paptupwv, was, moreover, superfluous. That, however, wap- 
TUpwv is in reality employed with reference to the miotus 
which the author demands of his readers, is further shown by 
THS TiotTews, xii. 2, from which it is clearly apparent that 
the notion wiotis is still before the mind of the writer at 
ver. 2. It is therefore to be supposed that the discourse 
turns round to the figure of the vace—to which, indeed, 
Teptxeievov Would already be appropriate, but to which this 
participle is not at all of necessity to be referred—only with 
GyKov arrobéwevor K.T.A.— byKov aTroBéuevos Travta]l having put 
off every hindrance (opposed to the context, Bengel and others: 
every kind of pride or arrogance; Hofmann: all earthly care 
and sorrow). The man contending in the race avoided, in 
order to keep his body light, oppressive clothing and the like. 
In the application, the clinging of the readers to external 
} Judaism is certainly, in particular, thought of as the hindrance. 
Yet the expression is quite general, and sin in the strict 


blends with that of ‘‘ witnesses to the faith,” bears its refutation upon the face 
of it. For the combining of that which is logically irreconcilable is not 
exegesis, 
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sense of the term, which is immediately after quite specially 
emphasized, is likewise included thereunder. For «ai is not, 
with Grotius and others, to be taken explicatively, but further 
brings into relief, in the form of a parallel classification, a 
definite species, taken, on account of its special importance, 
out of the before-named genus.—Sin is termed edrrepiortartos. 
This adjective exists only here in the whole range of Greek 
literature. It is most naturally derived from the middle 
voice: mepiicracban, to place oneself round, or encompass. The 
sense is therefore: sin, which easily surrounds us and takes us 
captive. So the majority. Others derive evwepictaros from 
the active mepiioTnps, then taking the word either in a | 


passive or active sense. The explanation of Ernesti (ad | 


Hesych. gloss. sacr. p. 140 sq.), that “as mepiotarov denotes 
that which is thronged about by people who come to admire | 
it, and amepictatos is said of a man about whom others do | 
not stand, thus, who is destitute of friends; so edwepictatos 
characterizes sin as rich in friends and patrons, as generally 
esteemed and liked,” has against it the consideration that from | 
evTrepioTatos, in this acceptation, the idea of that which is | 
public and manifest is inseparable; but this idea is out of 
keeping with the notion of sin, which is just as often 
perpetrated in secret as in public. ‘The interpretation: sin, 
which is easily to be gone round, encircled, or avoided (Chry- 
sostom: 7) Tyv evKOAwS Teplotacw SuVvapévnv Trabety réyeu 
padrov O€ TodTO Pddvov yap, éav Oédopev, Trepuyevéc Oar [get 
the better of | THs dpaptias; Pseudo-Athanasius, de parabol. 
Script. quaest. 133: evmepiotatov eime THY dpyaptiav, érevdav 
povyov aTdow ovK exEl, GAA TayYéws TpéTETAL Kal KaTa- 
Averat; Clericus, Morus, Ewald p. 172), would yield an 
unsuitable thought, since it could not possibly be the design 
of the author to represent the power of sin as small. The 
active explanation: seductive or enticing (Carpzov, Schulz, 
Stein), has against it the fact that all the other derivatives 
from torn, such as otatds, doTaros, etc., have an intransitive 
or passive signification. Others, again, in their explanations 
of evmepictatos, follow the significations of the substantive 
mepiotacis: sin, which easily plunges us into danger (Er. 
Schmid, Raphel, Bengel, Storr; comp. already Theophylact : 


We Wie. 


f 
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) 80 dy edxddws Tis els TepioTdces euminte obdév Yap OTH 
Kiwduvaces os apaptia); which brings with wt many hindrances 
(Kypke, Michaelis, Dindorf, Heinrichs, Kuinoel, Bloomfield) ; 
which has cireumstantias (surroundings), whereby a commends 
itself and seduces us (Hammond); quae bonis utitur rebus 
circumstantibus, i.e. quae habet suisque affert bonam fortunam 
atque voluptates (BOhme).—The adpaprtiéa is sin in general ; 
not specially: the sin of apostasy from Christianity. On 
account of aobéuevor, the dwaptia is thought of as a burden 
which we bear within us as a propensity, or about us as an 
encumbering garment. — tpéxew ayova] to run a race. Comp. 
Herod. viii. 102; Dion. Hal. vii. 48 ; Eurip. Orest. 875. — 8¢ 
vromovns| Rom. vill. 25. 

Ver. 2. Second factor in the encouragement. Not only the 
example of the O. 'T. witnesses for the faith, but also the 
example of the Beginner and Perfecter of the faith, Christ 
Himself, must animate us to a persevering tpéyew. — apopav- 
tes] in that we look forth (for our encouragement and for our 
ardent imitation). dopdav (as, immediately after, reXerw Ts) 
only here in the N. T. — els tov tis mictews apynyov Kat 
tereroTny “Inoody] to the Beginner and Perfecter of the faith, 
Jesus, ue. to Jesus, who has begun or awakened in us the 
Christian faith, and carries it on in us to perfection, or to the 
close (Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Erasmus, and 
the majority), which last particular then naturally includes 
the attaining of salvation. But it is going too far when one 
finds—as Grotius, Bloomfield, and many others—in trerevwTHs 
the figure of the BpaBeu7s, the judge or umpire of the games, 
who, on the completion of the contest, awards the prize of 
victory; for the expression itself does not warrant this 
special application. According to Bengel, Baumgarten, Schulz, 
Bleek, de Wette, Ebrard, Bisping, Grimm (Zheol. Literaturbl. 
2 Darmst. Allg. Kirch-Zeit. 1857, No. 29, p. 667), Nickel 
(Reuter’s Repertor. March 1858, p. 208 f.), Riehm (Lehrbegr. 
des Hebrderbr. p. 326), Maier, Moll, Kurtz,—comp. also 
Theodoret: Kata 10 avOpdérivov audotepa réBevxev, —O Tis 
TloTews apynyos Kal TeXecwTHs "Inoods has the sense: Jesus, 
who in manifestation of the faith has preceded us by His example, 
and in the manifestation of this faith has carried on the work 
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unto perfection’ But the virtue of faith the author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews could not possibly predicate of Christ 
in like manner as he does of the Christians. From the lofty 
conception he had of the person of the Redeemer, he must, 
like the Apostle Paul, regard Him by whom the divine decrees 
of salvation were to be realized, as object of the wiatis. More 
than this, teMewwT7s can be used only transitively, not also 
intransitwely. apxnyos THs wiotews stands, therefore, in 
a sense quite analogous to that of the apynyos tis cwrnpias, 
il. 10; and the exemplary characteristic in Jesus, to which 
the author directs his readers, is not already expressed by His 
being designated as dpynyos Kal Tedevw7Is THs Tistews,— 
which, on the contrary, is only designed to make us aware 
of the assistance which Christ affords the Christians in the 
tpéxew,—but first 7s expressed by means of the following 
relative clause. — avtl ths mpoxetpévns avT@e xapas] who for 
the (heavenly) joy lying ready for Him, the obtaining of which 
should be the reward of His sufferings. So Primasius, Piscator, 
Schlichting, Grotius, Bengel, Whitby, Schulz, Bohme, Stuart, 
Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, Ebrard, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. 
des Hebrierbr. p. 357), Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Hofmann, 
Woerner, and the majority. dyvré, as ver. 16. For yapa, 
however, comp. Matt. xxv. 21. Comprehended under the 
Tpokemévn avT@® xyapd is also the joy over the completed 
work of redemption, with its blessings for mankind; yet it is 
erroneous, with Theodoret (yapa dé Tod cwrihpos Tov avOped- 
mov 7 cwTnpia), to limit it thereto. The sense is not: instead 
of the heavenly glory which He already had as the premundane 
Logos, and which He might have retained, but which He gave up 
by His incarnation (Peshito, Gregory Nazianz. in Oecum.: @ 
éfov pevery em ths idias So&ns te Kal OedTynTos, od pdvor 
éavtov éxévwcev axXpt THS SovAov popdys, GAA Kal oTavpov 


1 Inconsistently does Delitzsch adhere to this explanation (and similarly 
Alford and Kluge),—in reference, indeed, to the notion 6 +1 wicriws dpynyés, 
—hbut rejects it in reference to the notion, necessarily combining in homogencity 
therewith, 6 +7; wicrews rereswe%s. The sense is supposed to be: ‘‘ Jesus is 
the Prince of faith: for upon the path on which faith has to run, He has gone 
first to open the way; He is faith’s Completer : for upon this path He leads us 
to the goal.” That Jesus Himself reached the goal upon this path, is then 
supposed to be an unuttered intermediate thought (!). 
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Uméwelvev K.T.X.; Beza, Nemethus, Heinrichs, Ewald). Nor is 
it: instead of the earthly freedom from suffering, which, as the 
sinless One, He could have procured for Himself (Chrysostom, 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, Zeger, Jac. Cappellus, Calov, al.) ; 
or: instead of the joys of the world, which Jesus, had He willed 
it, could have partaken of (Calvin, Wolf, Carpzov, Stein, Bisping, 
al.). For the immediate concern of the author must evidently 
be to point to the prize which Christ was to receive in return 
for His sufferings, in order thereupon further to indicate that 
to the readers likewise, upon their persevering in the conflict, 
the palm of victory will not be wanting. A further con- 
sideration is, that also the closing member of the verse, which 
is closely attached by means of ré to that which precedes, has 
for its subject-matter still the thought of the reward conferred 
upon Christ. — trépewev otavpov, aicyivns Kkatadpovncas] 
endured the cross, in that He contemned the infamy. For the 
death of the cross was crudelissimum teterrlimumque sup- 
plicium (Cic. Verr. 5. 64). — ev Se&ia Te Tod Opdvov Tov Geod 
Kexabixev] and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Compas, viii ly x. 2: 

Ver. 3. Tap] is here, on account of the imperative, the 
corroborative: Yea! (comp. Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl, p. 415 f.); 
and avanroyifecOar, in the N. T. a draé Neyouevov, denotes 
the comparing or reflecting contemplation. Bengel: Compara-. 
tione instituta cogitate: Dominus tanta tulit; quanto magis 
servi ferant aliquid ? — avTtNoyla, however, denotes nothing 
else than contradiction; and what is meant is, the contending 
against Christ’s divine Sonship and Messianic dignity. The 
notion of opposition and ill-usage in act, which is ordinarily 
assigned to it (still also by Bohme, Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, 
Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Alford, and Maier) along with that of 
contradiction, this word never has. Even advteréyesv, to 
which appeal is made, has nowhere the sense of a hostile 
resistance manifesting itself in outward actions. See Meyer 
on Luke ii. 34; John xix. 12; Rom. x. 21.— tovadrnv] such, 
Le. one so great, sc. that He was compelled to undergo the 
ignominious death of the cross (ver. 2), in comparison with 
which your sufferings are something insignificant. — ta ju 
Kapyte K.T.r.] that ye may not grow weary, desponding in your 
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souls. tats wuyaits tudv is to be conjoined with é«Arvé- 
2evoe (Beza, Er. Schmid, Hammond, Kuinoel, Bleek, de Wette, 
Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, Moll, Kurtz, Hof- 
mann, a.), not with «xdunre (Luther, Bengel, Chr. Fr. Schmid, 
Storr, Schulz, Bohme, and others), since otherwise something 
of a dragging character would be imparted to the participle. 
Ver. 4 ff. The sufferings which have come upon the readers 
are only small, and a salutary chastisement at the hand of 
God. — Ovrw péxpis aiparos «.7.r.] Not yet wnto blood, i.e. to 
such extent that bloodshed should result, that a martyr’s death’ 
among you should be a necessity (as such death had but just 
now been mentioned of the O. T. saints, chap. xi, and of 
Christ Himself, xii. 2), have ye offered resistance in your contest 
against sin. The author has, as x. 32 ff, only the present 
generation of Palestinian Christians, to whom he is speaking, 
before his eyes. It is otherwise at xiii, 7.— mpos tv apap- 
tiav] belongs to dvtaywrifopevor (against Bengel, who conjoins 
it with avtixatéotyte), and % duaptia stands not in the sense 
of of duaptwrol, ver. 3 (Carpzov, Heinrichs, Stuart, Ebrard, 
Delitzsch, Maier, Kluge, Grimm in the Ztschr. f. wiss. Theol. 
1870, p. 43, al.),—for there would exist no reason for the 
avoiding of this concrete expression,’—but is the inner sin, 
conceived of as a hostile power or person, which entices the 
man (visited with sufferings and persecutions) to an apostasy 
trom Christianity. Comp. dmdrn rijs dwaprias, iti. 13. — In 


1 Wrongly is it supposed by Holtzmann (Stud. u. Krit. 1859, H. 2, p. 301; 
Zischr. f. wiss. Theol. 1867, p. 4) that a reminder of a martyrdom not yet 
endured is remote from the connection. The discourse is said to be of a resist- 
ance pis ray duapriay. Sin, in this conflict with the flesh, would not allow 
it to be continued unto blood. For this very reason it is necessary to resist sin 
vixpis alwuros, ever anew to reanimate the weary limbs for the continuance of 
the conflict (xii. 12), In the same manner, too, does Kurtz find only a proverbial 
figurative expression for an earnest, decided, and unsparing resistance to the 
sinful desire in wéxpis eivaros. But though in German “‘ bis auf’s Blut” (even 
to blood) has proverbial figurative acceptance in the sense of ‘‘ to the very utter- 
most,” yet assuredly neither aiz« nor yet sanguis is anywhere else employed in 
this proverbial sense. 

2 At least no one will recognise as apposite that which Ebrard adduces as 
such,—to wit, that in ver. 3 ‘‘the whole (!) of mankind as the sinners (the 
class of sinners) might be opposed to Christ; whereas to the readers of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, who were themselves éuaprwaoi, the enemies of Chris- 
tianity could not be opposed as the sinners. 
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avTikatéoctnre avtaywvelomevot—hboth verbs in the N. T. 
only here—the author has, what is wrongly denied by de 
Wette and Maier (in like manner as Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 26), 
passed over from the figure of the race to the kindred one of 
the combat with the fists. 

Vv. 5,6. Kal éxrérnode «.7.r.] And have ye forgotten, etc. 4 
The words are most naturally to be taken, with Calvin, Beza, 
Piscator, Grotius, Braun, Jos. Hallet, Heinrichs, Bohme, Stuart, 
Lachmann, Bleek, Bisping, Delitzsch, Ewald, as a question. If 
we would, as is usually done, take them as an assertory state- 
ment (“and ye have forgotten”), the reproach contained in the 
same would come out more strongly than is consonant with 
the mild character of the discourse in this section. The verb 
éxravOavecOar, as presently after odXvywpety, in the N. T. 


only here. — ths wapaxdyjoews] the consolation (or else: the 
animating address). — frig buiv as viois diaréyerar] which, 


of a truth, speaks to you as to sons, By virtue of Ares (in 
place of which there is no sufficient ground for writing, with 
Hofmann, 7 tis) the following consolatory utterance (Tié. . . 
mapadéeyerat), adduced from Prov. ii. 11, 12,—from which 
also Philo, de congressu quaer. erudit. gr. p. 449 D (with 
Mangey, I. p. 544 f.), reasons in a similar manner,—is pre- 
supposed as one sufficiently familiar to the readers. By dvanré- 
yetat, however, the same is personified; since dsaréyerOaé 
tive denotes conversing with any one (here, as it were, the 
answering in reply to the complaint breathed forth by the 
readers). — Tié pov] With the LXX. only: Yié. — py druye- 
pet matoelas Kuplov] despise not chastening from the Lord, i.e. be 
thankful for it, when the Lord chastens thee. — pndé éxdrvou 
tm avtod édeyxopevos] nor despond when thou art corrected of 
Him (by means of sufferings which He imposes upon thee). 

Ver. 6. ITawdever] him He chasteneth. So in the LXX. 
Cod. A, and fifteen other mss. The remaining manuscripts of 
the LXX. have, what is probably the original reading : éAéyyee. 
— paotiyot Sé Tavta vioy dv mapadéyerat] and scowrges every 
son whom He receives (adopts as His). According to present 
punctuation, the words in Hebrew read: T¥7 JAAS ASH, and 
(He chastens) as a father the son in whom he delights. Instead 
of 383, the LXX., however, read 282 (to cause pain). 


CHAP. XII. 7—10, 445 


Vv. 7, 8. Application of the word of scripture to the 
readers. — Ei ravSdeiav brropevere] If ye endure chastening. The 
opposite of this is formed by the e¢ 6€ ywpis eore ratdeias, 
ver. 8. The emphasis falls, therefore, upon wasde/av; and 
to explain tropévery as a “stedfast” or “ persevering ” 
enduring (Theodoret, Erasm. Paraphr., Stein, Ebrard, Bloom- 
field, al.) is inadmissible. — os viots iuiv mporpéperat 6 Beds] 
God deals with you as with sons, treats you as sons. By as 
harsh a construction as possible (comp. tuiv ws viois, ver. 5), 
Ebrard will have ws taken as a conjunction, and translates, 
—espousing the incorrect reading (see the critical obs.) eds 
matoetav,—* for your instruction endure manfully, even as (or 
when, so long as) God offers Himself to you as to sons !” — For 
the genuine Greek formula rpoodépecOai tev, which does 
not occur elsewhere in the N. T., see examples in Wetstein. — 
Tis yap vids K.7.r.] 8c. €otiv: for what son is there, te. where is 
there a son, whom the father chastens not? This comprehend- 
ing together of tis vids (Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, Alford, 
Maier, Kurtz, Ewald) is more natural than that one should 
regard tis alone as the subject: who is indeed a son, whom, 
ete. (Delitzsch, Moll, and others); or, with Bohme, as the 
predicate: of what kind is a son, whom, ete. 

Ver. 8. Ei 5& ywpis éore matdetas] If, on the other hand, 
ye are free from chastisement (have been spared it). Wrongly 
Theodoret: ef toivyy nal tpels tiv Talwelav éxKdlveTe. — HS 
péroxor yeyovacw mavtes] of which all (sc. whom God—like 
the saints of the O. T. enumerated chap. xi—has really ac- 
knowledged as His sons) have become partakers, That the 
relative clause contains no statement of entirely universal 
import, applicable also to the relation towards the earthly 
fathers (Camerarius, Beza, Limborch, a/.), but, on the contrary, 
one affecting exclusively the relation towards God, is clear 
from the parallel with ver. 7, as well as from the perfect 
yeyovactyv. — v0] bastards, begotten out of wedlock, for 
whose weal or woe their father is not wont to be greatly 
concerned. 

Vv. 9, 10, a second argument follows. The readers must 
not become disheartened at the sufferings imposed upon them. 
For not only is there to be seen, in the fact of their having 
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to struggle with afflictions, the manifestation that God treats 
them as His children; it is, moreover, the heavenly Father 
who visits them with this chastening, and that for the very 
reason that He has their own highest good in view. — é?ra] 
then, further, deinde. Not to be taken as an interrogative 
particle, with Alberti, Raphel, Heinrichs, and others. For 
otherwise the discourse would have proceeded. in the second 
half of the verse with cal od croAv paAdor, instead of the 
mere ov woAv paAdrov. Ingeniously, but without constraining 
reason, does Reiche (Commentar. crit. p. 121) conjecture ev re 
instead of eéra, while quite unsuitably Hofmann will com- 
prehend efra with the closing words of ver. 8.— Tods ris 
capKos uav matépas| fathers of our flesh, i.e. our bodily, 
earthly fathers. — e/yowev madevtas Kat éveTpeTromela] we 
had as chasteners, and heeded them, ve. we gave heed when 
we had them as chasteners. Inasmuch as the author is 
addressing grown-up persons, the imperfects characterize the 
period of the bygone youth (we used to gwe heed). The 
combining of éytpémec Oar, however, with the accusative of 
the object is in later Greek style the ordinary one. With 
the earlier authors the genitive is used. — The absolute state- 
ment elra ... évetpewopueba takes the place of a hypo- 
thetical premiss (comp. x. 28 f.; 1 Cor. vii. 18, 21, ai.), and 
the whole verse contains an argument @ minore ad majus. — 
ov TOAD paAXov brrotaynooueOa TH Tatpl TeV TvevpaTeY 
kat Enoopev ;| shall we not much rather be in subjection to the 
Futher of spirits, and (te. so that we in consequence thereof) 
live? By 6 watyip Tév TvevsdTov naturally God is meant. 
With Hammond, to think of Christ, is forbidden by the con- 
nection (comp. ver. 7). Zo the Father of spirits, 1.c. God, who 
is Father in regard to the higher spiritual domain of life. 
That God, as the Creator of all things, is the Final Cause 
also of the bodily life of man, is a fact not excluded by the 
expression ; only that which is the main thing as concerns 
God’s fatherly relation is here emphasized. o watyp trav 
mvevpatoy does not designate God as Creator of the souls, 
in the sense of Creatianism as opposed to Traducianism 
(Calvin, Estius, Justinian, Beza, Jac. Cappellus, Drusius, 
Carpzov, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 678 ; 
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Kurtz, al.). Nor as the One who makes provision for our 
souls (Morus, Dindorf, Kuinoel, Bohme, and others). Just as 
little is +vedpata to be understood of the angels (Chrysostom, 
Oecumenius, Theophylact: 7 Tav dcwpdtov Suvdpuewr), or the 
gifts of the Spirit (Theodoret: warépa mvevpatev tov tvev- 
MaTiKOY TaTépa KEKANKEY OS TOV TVEVPATLKaY YaplopaTtov 
ayynv. Comp. Chrysostom, Oecumenius, and Theophylact). 
It is possible there was present to the mind of the author 
the characterization of God, LXX. Num. xvi. 22, xxvii. 16, 
as a Geos TOV TrEevpdTaY Kal mdons capKds. — Kal Snooper] 
Declaration of the result of this obedience, in the form of a 
parallel arrangement. €7v of the enjoyment of the everlasting 
life of bliss, as x. 38; Rom. viii. 13, and frequently. 

Ver. 10. Justification of the mroAv padrov, ver. 9, by pre- 
senting in relief the diversity of character borne by the 
disciplinary correction of the earthly fathers from that of 
the heavenly Father. The emphasis falls upon cata ro 
Soxodyv avtots and upon éml To cupdépov, while mpos 
odiyas Hwépas is an unaccentuated addition, which belongs 

‘equally to both members of the sentence." For if mpds 
ortyas pépas belonged only to the first member, and served 
for the indication of a further particular of diversity, an 
antithetic addition corresponding to the same could not have 
been wanting in the second member. But to find such 
antithesis, with Bengel, Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, Hofmann, 
and others, in ef To petaraBely x.7.r., is inadmissible, since 
these words are only an epexegetical amplification of él 76 
cuppépov. II pos drlyas jwépas denotes, therefore, not the 
period of the earthly life, brief in comparison with eternity 
(Calvin, Estius, Justinian, Cornelius a Lapide, Schlichting, 
Limborch, Er. Schmid, Bengel, Tholuck, Ebrard, Bisping, 
Maier, Kluge, a/.), in such wise that the thought would be 
expressed, that the earthly fathers aimed in connection with 

1 Riehm’s objection to this (Lehrbegr. des Hebriéerbr. p. 762, Obs.), that in 
such case zara +d doxody adrois must have been placed before spas carlyus ntpus, 
is entirely without weight. Just the preposing of wpis salyas autpus was, if 
these words were to be referred to both members of the sentence, the most 
appropriate order; because zar& 7d doxody abrois and ix 7d cumpépov then as 


contrasts stood in so much the more immediate opposition to each other in the 
two halves of the sentence. 
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the rardevev at a benefit or gain merely in regard to the 
earthly lifetime; God, on the other hand, at a gain for 
eternity,—by which at any rate a false opposition would 
‘arise, since the first half of the statement could not be at 
all conceded as a universally valid truth. Rather do the 
words affirm that the chastisement on the part of the natural 
fathers (and not less that on the part of the heavenly Father) 
continued only a few days, lasted only during a brief period. 
In a sense quite corresponding is pos employed immediately 
after, ver. 11, as well as 1 Cor. vii. 5; 2 Cor. vii. 8; 1 Thess. 
ii 17, and very frequently elsewhere. — xata 7d Soxodv 
avtois] according to their judgment, which was not always an 
erroneous one.— The imperfect ésraiSevoy stands there for 
the same reason as the imperfects, ver. 9.0 5é] sc. mpos 
drlyas nuépas Taidever,— él TO cupdépov] with a view to 
that which is salutary (our infallible welfare). — eis TO peta- 
AaPety THs aytoTnTos avdtod] in order that we may be made 
partakers of His holiness, may become ever more free from 
sin, and in moral purity ever more like God Himself. 

Ver. 11. The blessing of every chastening. Comp. Diog. 
Laert. v. 18 (cited by Wetstein): tis masdelas Edn (sc. 
Aristotle) tas pév pifas eivar rixpds, yduKetis 5é Tovs KapTrovs. 
— maoa tratweia] comprises the human and the divine chas- 
tening; yet the author in connection with the second clause 
(UoTepov Sé x.7.r.) has no doubt mainly the latter before his 
mind. — mpos pév 70 Tapov x.7.r.] seems indeed for the pre- 
sent (so long as it continues) to be no object of joy, but an 
object of grief; later, however (ae. when it has been outlived), 
uw yrelds to those who have been exercised by it (comp. v. 14) 
the peace-fraught fruit of righteousness. — Soxet] characterizes 
the opinion of man; since the matter is in reality very 
different. — dicatoovyns| Genitive of apposition: peaceful fruit, 
namely rightcousness, v.e. moral purity and perfection. It is 
called a peaceful fruit because its possession brings with it 
peace of soul. Ssxacoovvns is not to be understood as a 
genitivus subjects (Piscator, Owen, Stuart, Heinrichs, Stein, and 
others): a peaceful fruit which is yielded by righteousness ; 
for surely zrasefa is mentioned as the subject producing the 
KapTos eipnveKos. 
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Vy. 12, 13. Animating conclusion of the exhortation to 
stedfastness continued up to this point. — do] Wherefore, 
sc. because the sufferings you have to undergo manifest to 
you that ye are sons of God, and are salutary for you. — Tas 
Tapeyévas xeipas Kal TA Tapareupéva yovata avopOdcare] 
make frm again the slackened hands and the weary knees. 
Comp. LXX. Isa. xxxv. 3: toytoate yelpes daverpévar nal 
yovata maparedupéva. Ecclus. xxv. 23: yelpes waperpévas 
kal yovata Tapadedupéva. Comp. also Deut. xxxii. 36: €@8e 
yap Taparedupevous adrous hitler. Taperpevovs. — Theo- 
phylact: Seccvi@y amo peTadopas TOV KupsaTépay MEpav, OTL 
6XoL Taperpevor elo ™H ux: at pev yap yetpes évepyelas, of 
dé modes Kwyicews cipPorov. — avopbody] literally, to make 
the crooked straight again ; then in general to restore any- 
thing to its original right or perfect condition. [Cf. Luke 
xill. 13; Acts xv. 16.] 

Ver. 13. Kai rpoyias dp0as moujcate trois moclv vudv] 
and make straight tracks with your feet, te. advance with 
straight course upon the Christian path of life you have once 
entered upon, without bending aside to the right or to the 
left ; that is to say, without mingling up that which is Jewish 
with that which is Christian, or suffering yourselves to be 
enticed to a relapse into Judaism. Incorrectly do Ebrard, 
Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 789), Alford, 
Kluge, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, Hofmann, and others 
explain tots moclv tuav: for your feet. For, apart from the 
fact that this interpretation destroys the harmony with the 
figure employed at ver. 12, that of the wapeipévar yelpes and 
mTaparedupéva yovata, the author cannot possibly intend to 
say that the readers themselves have first to prepare the way 
for themselves. Zhe way has already been prepared for them 
by Christ (x. 20), and it is now only a question of their 
making advance upon the same in the right way. — For the 
expression, which accidentally forms a hexameter* (see Winer, 
Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 595), comp. LXX. Prov. iv. 26: dpas 


1 Quite improbable is the supposition of Ewald (pp. 139, 172), that the 
words consist of a verse which “‘ was derived from some one of the many 
Hellenistic poets (?), whose books were at that time greatly read even by 
Christians.” 
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TpoxLas Tole. cols mocl.— wa pn TO xorov extparh, tah 
dé wadrov] that not (even) that which is lame may turn aside 
from the way, but rather be healed. +6 xwXddv denotes not 
the suffering member in an individual, but within the larger 
community, thus the member of the Christian communion 
who is lame or halting, 7c. who makes only a tottering pro- 
egress in Christianity, and falls away from the same if he 
does not gain a support in the rest of the community ad- 
vancing in a straight course [Gal. ii 14]. On To yodor, as 
figurative designation of the wavering between two different 
bents of belief, comp. LXX. 1 Kings xviii. 21: &ws more 
ipeis yoravetre én’ dupwrtépais tals iyviats ; how long do ye 
halt wpon both knee-joints (sides), 7.e. do ye hesitate between 
the service of Jehovah and that of Baal?——To the verb 
éxtpéetreo Oat, Fr. Junius, Grotius, Wolf, Carpzov, Heinrichs, 
and many others, finally Bleek, de Wette, Ebrard, Kurtz, 
Ewald, on account of the opposition ’a07 dé padXop, assign 
the passiwe signification: to be dislocated. But justified by 
the usage of the language (see Wetstein at 1 Tim. i. 6) is the 
middle signification alone: bend aside (from the way), turn 
aside. This signification is therefore to be maintained here 
also, and <a09 Sé wadXov continues in an abbreviated form 
the figure employed, in that its meaning is: but rather through 
the animating exanple given by the whole body, may be cwred 
of his wavering, and briskly advance with the rest. 

Vv. 14-17. Exhortation to concord and to growth in holiness, 

Ver. 14. Mera ravtwv] with all, even the non-Christians. 
Comp. Rom. xii. 18. For limiting the rdvres, with Michaelis, 
Zachariae, Storr, Bleek, Stein, de Wette, Tholuck, Ebrard, 
Delitzsch, Alford, Maier, to the members of the Christian 
community, there exists no reason; and it has against it the 
mode of expression, since we should then have expected per’ 
aXAHA@YV. — Kal Tov ayiacpdv] the general virtue, of which 
the endeavour after concord is only a particular outflow. 
aytaopos, namely, is here sanctification or moral purification 
in general; too restricted is the reference of Chrysostom, 
Theodoret, Oecumenius, Theophylact, Jac. Cappellus, Bengel, 
Bloomfield, and others, who explain it as—what at 1 Thess. 
iv, 3 (see at that place) is certainly the correct explanation— 
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the virtue of chastity. — tov xvpiov] By this expression some 
understand God (comp. Matt. v. 8), others Christ (comp. ix. 
28). A certain decision is impossible. The beholding repre- 
sents in an emblematic manner the idea of innermost union, 
and the whole is a designation of the Messianic blessedness 
in the consummated kingdom of God. 

Vy. 15, 16. Further amplification of duéxere Tov aytacpon, 
ver. 14. That endeavour after holiness is not only to be in 
active exercise in the case of each one with regard to his own 
person; it is also, in equal degree, to be watchful that the 
Christian brethren preserve themselves free from immorality. 
—The subject in émtoKxotrodytes consists, as in Swxere, 
ver. 14, with which the participle is conjoined, of all members 
of the congregation, not specially the presidents thereof (xiii. 
17) or éricxoro (Bohme); and ésscKorety signifies: to 
direct one’s view to a thing with close attention or solicitude. — 
pH Tis boTEpay ato THs yapiTos ToD Oeod] is no independent 
clause, so that 7 would have to be supplemented (so the 
majority, as also Bohme, Tholuck, Bloomfield, Ebrard, and 
Maier). For the choice of the tempus periphrasticwm would 
be here unnatural and justified by nothing." The words are 
a mere introducing of the subject, which is then further 
resumed by px) tis pila «.7.X., in such wise that évoyAp forms 
the common predicate to both parts of the sentence intro- 
duced by mw (Heinrichs, Bleek, de Wette, Delitzsch, Alford, 
Kurtz, Ewald).—n tus totepav x.7.r.| that no one, in that he 
remains far from the grace of God, i.e. in that he turns the 
back upon the grace of God which was afforded him in 
Christ, by immorality withdraws from it, and loses it (1 Cor. 
vi. 9,10). The unusual dorepety amd Tevos is consequently 
by no means equivalent in signification to the ordinary 
votepety Tivos. While the latter would represent the 
coming short of the possession of the divine grace absolutely, 
as an objective result, the former includes the idea of 
voluntary activity or of one’s own culpability. Comp. Ecclus. 
vil. 34: poy torépes aro KAaLOvTwy. Analogously stands also 
the mere dorepetv, Num. ix. 7: py ody totepjowpev mpoce- 

1 Hofmann will on that account have 4 indeed added in thought, but then 
have this explained not as a mere copula, but in the sense : there being present. 
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véykas tO SHpov Kupio. Num. ix. 13: dvOpwros, Os... 
botepion Tovjoar TO Tdaxa.— py} Tus pla mixplas avo pvovea 
evox] that, I say, no root (plant) of bitterness (of which the 
fruit is bitterness)—de. a man’ in whom, in consequence of 
his unholy walk, the bitter fruit of everlasting perdition is 
ripening—growing up (as in the case of a plant, of which the 
root was before covered with earth) cause trouble or disquiet 
(to the congregation). The words are moulded after the 
LXX. of Deut. xxix. 18, according to the corrupted text of 
the Cod. Alecandr.: pn tis éotly év byiv pia mixpias advo 
gvovea evox Kal mixpia (distorted from the original text 
contained in the Cod. Vatiec.: wn tus éotlv év tpiv pifa avo 
gvovea év Yorn Kai mixpia). That the reading in the Cod. 
Alex. of the LXX. only arose from a regard to our passage in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews (Jos. Hallet, Wolf, Delitzsch, Hof- 
mann, and others) is not probable, since the author elsewhere 
in the O. T. citations follows the form of text in the Cod. 
Alea. — muxpias] Chrysostom: ov« ele miKpd, dAda TiKplas’ 
Tiy ev yap wuKpav pilav gots Kaptrovs éveyKely yAuKels, THY 
dé mixplas piay . . . ovK ote wore ydrvKdv eveyKeiv Kaprrdy" 
TavTa yap éoTe TiKpd, ovdey exer OV, TaVTA TiKpd, TaVTA 
anoh, Tavta picovs Kal BdedXvypias yéuovta. — évoyrciy] in 
the N. T. only here (and Luke vi. 18 ?).—«al ov adrijs 
puav0daw oi moddol] and by it the many (the multitude or 
the great mass) become defiled (namely, by infection), “e. 
likewise led astray into an unholy walk. Comp. Gal. v. 9. 
Ver. 16. My tis ropvos] sc. évoydH (comp. ver. 15): that 
no fornicator trouble you. Yet we may, with Grotius, Bleek, 
de Wette, Tholuck, Alford, Maier, Kurtz, and the majority, 
supplement merely 7: that no one be a fornicator. mopvos 
is to be taken in the natural sense, as xiii. 4. The taking of 
it as a figurative designation of one who is unfaithful to 
Christ, in order to hold unlawful intercourse with Judaism 
(Bohme, Tholuck, Ebrard, Riehm, Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 
155, and others), is unsuitable, because ver. 16 is nothing 
else but the continued amplification of the Sséxere tov 
aylacpov, ver. 14.—1) BéBnros os "Hoad] or a profane person 
(a man of unhallowed, common mind, centred upon the 


1 Comp. 1 Macc. i. 10; xa) 227adev 2% airay pila dpaprunts, Avrioges ’ Exipavas. 
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earthly), as Esau. os Hoad belongs only to BéByros. It 
is not to be referred also to wopves (so still Delitzsch and 
Alford), since nothing is related in scripture concerning a 
mopveia of Esau (more, it is true, the later Rabbis have to tell 
us; see Wetstein at our passage), and the elucidatory relative 
has respect only to BéByros. — ds x.7.d.] Comp. Gen. xxv. 33. 
— daytt] indication of the price, as ver. 2.— 7d mpwtoroKia] 
the birthright with its privileges. Classic writers employ for 
it 9 mpeoPela or To mpecPeiov. 

Ver. 17. Warning reference to the pernicious result of 
Esau’s behaviour. Comp. Gen. xxvii.— tore] not imperative 
(Vulgate: scitote ; Luther: wisset aber), but indicative, since 
to the readers as born Jews the fact itself was a perfectly 
familiar one.— 6tt xal’ werérerta, OéXwv KANPOVOLATAL THY 
evrAoylav, amedoxiuacOn] that later also, when he wished to 
inherit (to receive as a possession) the blessing, he was rejected. 
kal accentuates the amedoxiudaOn, as the appropriate natural 
consequence of the azéédoto, ver. 16. 1 evrXoryia, however, 
is the blessing absolutely, ze. the more excellent blessing, 
which was appointed to the first-born as the bearer of the 
promises given by God to Abraham and his seed. To 
amedokiuaoOy, finally, there is naturally supplemented: by 
Isaac, in consequence of the higher occasioning or leading of 
God. — petavolas yap tToTov ody ebpev, Kaitrep peta Saxptvov 
exEntnaas adtnv] for he found no room for change of mind, 
although he eagerly sought it with tears, 2.¢. for Esau did not 
succeed in causing his father Isaac to change his mind, so 
that the latter should recall the blessing erroneously bestowed 
upon the younger brother Jacob, and confer it upon himself 
the elder son; in this he succeeded not, though he besought 
it with tears. This acceptation of the words, which Beza,’ 
H. Stephanus, Piscator, Jac. Cappellus, Schlichting, Owen, 
Er. Schmid, Seb. Schmidt, Calmet, Wolf, Carpzov, Cramer, 
Michaelis, Storr, Schulz, Bohme, Klee, Paulus, Stengel, Tho- 
luck, Ebrard, Bloomfield, Bisping, Grimm (Theol. Literaturbl. 
to the Darmst. A. K.-Z. 1857, No. 29, p. 677), Nickel 
(Reuter’s Repertor. 1858, March, p. 210), Maier, Moll, Kurtz, 


1 Yet Beza, as likewise Er. Schmid and Bisping, then refers back, without 
justifying reason, adrmy to ray sbAoyiay instead of weravoias, 


454 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


and others insist on, is most naturally suggested by the 
context itself, yields a clear, correct thought, and best accords 
with the narrative in Genesis. Comp. LXX. Gen. xxvii. 33: 
eddoynoa avtTov Kal evroynmévos Eotat Ver. 34: 
"Eyéveto 8é, jvixa ijxovcey “Hoad ta pywata tod Tartpos 
aitod “Ioadk, aveBonoe hovinyv peyadrnv kal mixpav 
opddpa kat eirev' evNOYnoOY 6 Kame TWaTeEp. Ver. 35: 
Eire 8¢ atta Mav o aderpos cov peta SorXov EXaBe THY 
evroylav cov. (It was thus a question not of a blessing in 
general,—that Esau also still received afterwards, comp. ver. 
39 f.,—but about the definite blessing pertaining to the 
first-born.) Ver. 38: Hime 5¢ "Heat rpos tov ratépa avtov 
py evrAoyla pia cot gots TaTEP; EVACYNTOV 51) Kapwe TaTEP. 
Katavuybévtos 5€ "Icad« (this addition, peculiar to the 
LXX., accentuates afresh the fact that Isaac’s resolution 
remained inflexible, since he regarded the blessing already 
bestowed as wrrevocable), aveBinoe dwovh "Hoad kal éx- 
Aavoev. Nor is that which Bleek, de Wette, and Delitzsch 
have advanced against this mode of interpretation of great 
force. They assert (1) that there is here nowhere any 
mention of Isaac, so that we cannot think of him in con- 
nection with petavoias either. But a distinct allusion to 
Isaac, though not an express mention of him, is certainly 
contained in that which precedes. Partly in tiv evdrAoyiar, 
partly in dmedoxipac@n, there is found a reference to him; 
since it was just he who had to bestow the blessing, and 
afterwards under God’s disposing refused it to Esau. An 
addition of tod watpds to wetavolas was therefore unnecessary. 
(2) That the formula: “he found no place or room for a 
change in the mind of his father,’ in the sense: “he could 
not bring about such change in him,’ would be a very 
unnatural one. But why, pray, may not tomov petavolas 
etploxew equally well and naturally signify: “to gain room 
for a werdvova to unfold and assert itself,’ as at Acts xxv. 16 
ToTOv aTroroyias AapBavew signifies: “to obtain room for an 
avoroyia to unfold and maintain itself,’ or towov duddvae TH 
opyn, Rom. xii. 19 (comp. Eph. iv. 27): “to give room to the 
divine wrath to unfold itself and make itself felt”? (3) 
That the expression petdvo.a itself is unsuitable, inasmuch as 
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“this word can surely only denote an inner emotion of the 
mind, but not the bare outward recalling of a measure or a 
verdict” (Bleek), or, as de Wette expresses himself, “in the 
N. T. is ordinarily employed of human penitence.” | Never- 
theless there attaches likewise to the notion of the “change 
of mind,” as above insisted on as its primary requisite, the 
notion of a proceeding in the inner or spirit-life of the man; 
which, however, naturally does not exclude the accessory 
notion that this inner process has also as its necessary 
consequence an external action. If, further, weradvora in the 
N. T. “ordinarily” serves for the designation of human 
penitence, this presents no difficulty to the supposition of its 
having on one occasion preserved its original verbal significa- 
tion (comp. eg. Josephus, de Bello Jud. i. 4. 4: eéuloovy ryv 
peTavotay avTov Kal Tod TpdToV TO av@pador); specially in 
a passage where not an article of faith is to be expressed, 
but simply an historic fact to be related. (4) That the 
thought thus obtained would not accord with the object of 
the author and the parallel vi. 4-6 (de Wette). But the 
author’s object is no other than to show, by the warning 
example of Esau, that the member also of the Christian 
community who is Bé8ndos may for ever come short of the 
attainment of salvation; that, however, ver. 17 is to be 
explained in accordance with the standard furnished by vi. 
4—6, is an arbitrary presupposition. (5) That this interpreta- 
tion did not enter into the mind of the Fathers. But this 
argument, added by Delitzsch, as it in like manner frequently 
recurs with him, is an unscientific one. For to the Greek 
Fathers and their expositions can only be applied that which 
was said of them long ago by Joh. Gerhard (tom. I. of the 
Loci Theologici, chap. v. p. 80): “sint et habeantur lumina, non 
autem numina.”—Others, as Theophylact, Calvin, Bengel, Chr. 
Fr. Schmid, Bleek, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 771), Ewald, Hofmann, Rénsch in Hilgenfeld’s Zectschr. 
f. wiss. Theol. 1874, H. 1, p. 127 ff, and already tevés in 
Oecumenius, refer weravolas to Esau himself, and then regard 
the words petavoias yap Torov ov>y ebpev as a parenthesis, 
and make aitjv glance back to tiv evroy/av. The statement: 
beTavolas yap ToTov ovxy edpev, is then understood either 
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objectively: he found no place for the repentance which he 
actually experienced, or subjectively: he found no place in his 
heart for the feeling of repentance ; in the former sense, ¢,/., 
Calvin: “nihil profecit vel consequutus est sera sua poeni- 
tentia, etsi cum lacrymis quaereret benedictionem, quam sua 
culpa amiserat,” and Bleek: “he found no longer any place 
for repentance, change of mind, inasmuch as it was too late 
for that, and it could avail him nothing now, however much 
he might regret it;” in the latter sense, eg, Bengel: “It 
could no longer be awakened in Esau. Natura rei recusabat.” 
But against the first modification of this rendering decides the 
thought which would thus arise, false at least for the applica- 
tion of the statement, since in the Christian domain a re- 
pentance that is worthy of the name can never be too late, 
never ineffectual (comp. Luke xxiii. 39-43); against the 
second, the internal contradiction in which this interpretation 
is involved with the concession xaimep peta Saxpiov éxfn- 
Thoas avTHy, since surely by this very fact the actual presence 
of a repentance was manifested; against both, finally, the 
harshness and unnaturalness of the grammatical construction, 
by which the syntactical order is forced out of its simple 
connection. Others, finally, as Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Pri- 
masius, Luther, Grotius, Nemethus, de Wette, Alford, Reuss, 
rightly indeed refer atvryv back to petavolas, but then 
understand petdvora of Hsaw’s change of mind. Luther: “for 
he found no room for penitence, although he sought it with 
tears.” De Wette: “For repentance (penitence, amendment, 
ae. for the return to the theocratic union by the laying aside 
of his unhallowed, frivolous character) he found no room, no 
place, no scope (ae. there was not granted him, by the 
delaying of the sentence of reprobation, the possibility of 
manifesting a more worthy spirit, and of becoming reconciled 
to God), although he sought it with tears.” But if one takes 
the statement with Luther subjectively, it yields a harsh, 
repulsive, contradictory thought ; if one takes it, with de Wette, 
objectively, it would be incorrectly expressed, since in that case 
avr ov (sc. Térov) must of necessity have been written in place 
of avrjv (se. wetdvorav). Moreover, for this whole mode of 
explanation the narrative in Genesis affords no point of support. 
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Vy. 18-29. To the endeavour after sanctification the readers 
are bound, by the constitution of that New Covenant to which 
they have come. While the Old Covenant bore the character 
of the sensuous, earthly, and that which awakens merely fear, 
the New Covenant has the character of the spiritual, heavenly, 
brings into communion with God and all saints, and confers 
reconciliation (vv. 18-24). Against apostasy, therefore, from 
the New Covenant (by an immoral walk), are the readers to 
be on their guard; for their guilt and culpability would be 
thereby incomparably enhanced. Rather are they to be filled 
with thankfulness towards God for the participation in the 
immovable kingdom of the New Covenant, and with awe and 
reverence to serve Him (vv. 25-29). 

On vv. 18-24, comp. G. Chr. Knapp in his Scripta varii 
argum., ed. 2, Hal. Saxon. 1823, tom. I. pp. 231-270. 

Ver. 18. Idap] enforces, by a reason adduced, the exhorta- 
tion to sanctification at ver. 14 ff., inasmuch as there is an 
underlying reference to the fact that, according to Ex. xix. 
10 f, 14 f,, the people of Israel in their day, before they were 
permitted to approach Mount Sinai in order to receive the 
law, had to sanctify themselves (Ex. xix. 10: &yvcov adrovs ; 
ver. 14: nal Hyiacev adtovs), to wash their clothes, and to 
preserve themselves free from all defilement. — od yap mpo- 
cernrvdate] for ye did not, sc. when ye became Christians, 
draw near. Comp. Deut. iv. 11: Kal mpoojrOete Kal éornte 
bo TO dpos. —Whrafpwpévw sper] to a mountain which is 
touched, te. felt, or laid hold of with hands. That which is 
intended is Mount Sinai, the place of revelation of the Mosaic 
law, mentioned also Gal. iv. 24, 25 as the representative of 
Judaism. As a mountain, however, which is towched or felt 
with hands this mountain is spoken of, in order thereby to 
express its character of externally perceptible, earthly, in 
opposition to the supra-sensuous, heavenly (ésoupaviov, ver. 
22). The form Wnrafopevov is not to be taken as 
synonymous with ndagnrtov, that could be touched, as is 
still done by Knapp, Bohme, Stuart, Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, 
Bloomfield, Ebrard, Bisping, Kurtz, Ewald, and the majority 
of modern expositors. For the participle is indeed employed 
for the verbal adjective in the Hebrew, but never in the 
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Greek. Neither can Wyradouevoy signify: “touched of God 
by lightning, and therefore smoking” (Schottgen, Kypke, 
Bengel, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Storr, Heinrichs, and others; comp. 
Ex. xix. 18: 76 dpos TO Swa éxamvifero bdov Sia TO KaTaPe- 
Byxévat er adto tov Ocdv év Tupi; Ps. civ. 832: 6 amrrtdomevos 
Tov opéwv Kat KaTrvitovtat), since Wyrapay signifies not the 
contact made with the view to the producing of an effect, but 
only the touching or feeling (handling), which has as its design 
the testing of the quality or the presence of an object. Comp. 
Luke xxiv. 39; 1 John i.1; Acts xvii. 27. Moreover, the 
participle present is unsuitable to this explanation, instead of 
which a participle of the past must have been chosen. — kal 
Kexavpév@ mupi| is understood by Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, 
Grotius, Bengel, Knapp, Paulus, Stuart, Stengel, Bisping, 
Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebrierbr. p. 114), Maier, 
Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, a/., as a new particular, co-ordinate with 
the Wnrapwpévw oper: “and enkindled fire.” On account of 
the like nature of the additions, cal yvode «.7.X., immediately 
following, this acceptation seems in itself the more natural ; 
but since, in the passages of the Pentateuch which were before 
the mind of the writer in connection with this expression, 
there are found the words: cal To épos éxaieto mupi (comp. 
Deut. iv. 11, v. 23, ix. 15), it is more probable that the author 
referred Kexavpéve still to dpe, and would have wvpé taken 
as dativus instrum. to Kexavpévo: and which (mountain) was 
enkindled, or set on flame, with fire. — Kal yvodo kal Codw 
Kal Ovédry] and to gloom and darkness and tempest. Comp. 
Deut. iv. 11, v. 22: oxdros, yvodos, AUerra. 

Ver. 19. Kati carreyyos ym] and to the sound of trumpet. 
Comp. Ex. xix. 16: ¢wvn ths oddauyyos Hye péya. Lbid. 
ver. 19, xx. 18.— Kai dhovi pnudtov| and clang (piercing 
note) of words, which, namely, were spoken by God at the 
publication of the law, Ex. xx., Deut. v. Comp. Deut. iv. 12: 
kal éXdAnoe KUpLOS Tpos Tuas ex pécov Tod Tupds dovnv 
pnpatav, ty tpels nKovoate. — is of axovoavtes K.T.A.]| they 
that heard which begged to be spared (ver. 25; Acts xxv. 11), 
that it should be further spoken to them (sc. on account of the 
terribleness of that already heard). Calvin: Caeterum quod 
dicit populum excusasse, non ita debet accipi, quasi populus 
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renuerit audire Dei verba, sed deprecatus est, ne Deum ipsum 
loquentem audire cogeretur. Persona enim Mosis interposita 
horrorem nonnihil mitigabat. Comp. Deut. v.25: Kat viv ph 
aTobdvepev ... €av TpocOducBa Hucis axodoar THY poviv 
Kuplov Tod Oeod jyuav éte; Deut. xviii. 16 ; Ex. xx. 18, 19.— 
4s] goes back to dwrR, and is dependent not on Aoyov (Storr), 
but upon axovcavtes. — uum] after verbs of seeking to be excused, 
denying; warding off, etc., quite ordinarily. See Kiihner, II. 
p. 410; Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 561. — adtois] looks 
back to the Israelites (of dxovoavres), not to pnudror. 

Vv. 20, 21 form a parenthesis, and ydp adduces a reason 
for the thought of the terribleness of the mode of revelation 
under the Old Covenant. The words od« &gepov yap To 
dc:acTeANOpevor, however, contain no independent statement, 
in such wise that 76 dvacTeAA6puevov should refer back to that 
which is before mentioned (Oecumenius, Theophylact ; comp. 
Schlichting). For in that case «av @npiov x.7.r. would stand 
without connection. Rather are the words an introductory 
formula for the citation immediately attached. 71d dcacrTer- 
Aopevoy, further, does not stand in the sense of a middle: 
that which ordained, or the divine voice ordaining (Storr, Schulz, 
Heinrichs, Delitzsch), which is constrained, but in a passive 
sense: that which was ordained, the divine commandment. The 
sense is, consequently: for they endured not the mandate, 
“Though only a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 
— The citation is freely reproduced from Ex. xix. 12, 13, in 
an abbreviated form, and one bringing out at once the gist of 
the narrative. In Exodus the words read: kal adopseis tov 
adv KUKAW, Néywou" TpocéyeTe EavTols TOD avaBhvat eis TO 
dpos Kal Oiyew Te adTod’ Tas 6 dyrdpevos TOD dpovs OavaTo 
rerevTnce. Ovy dapetas abtod yelp’ év yap AOows NLHoBorAy- 
Oncerar i) Borids KatatokevOnoerar’ édvy te KTHvos, édv TE 
avOpwrros, ov Snoeras. 

Ver. 21. Ka/] is the ordinary conjunctive “and.” It belongs 
not to ottws poBepdov Hv 7d davtafouevoy, in such wise that 
Mwions eirev x... “is added by way of appendix, with an 
accentuation of the subject which renders any connecting 
particle unnecessary ” (Hofmann), but to Mwtojs etsey, in 
such wise that o}tws hoBepov hv 7o pavtalopmevoy forms 
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an exclamation, inserted parenthetically within the greater 
parenthesis : and—so terrible was the appearing !—MoskEs said, 
I am sore afraid and tremble. kai cannot be taken, with Jac. 
Cappellus, Carpzov, Schulz, Knapp, Bohme, Bloomfield, and 
others, for the enhancing “even.” For, from its position, it 
can only serve for the connection of the clauses, while for the 
indication of the sense alleged an additional xaé immediately 
before Mwiofs (or even an advros before the same) would 
have been required. Yet the right feeling underlies this 
interpretation: that, regarded as a fact, ver. 21 contains an 
ascending gradation from ver. 20, inasmuch as the being seized 
with fear, which at ver. 20 was asserted of the people, is now 
in like manner predicated of Moses, the leader of the people. 
—70 havtatopevor] equivalent to Td pavydpevor, the appear- 
ing, the visible covering in which the invisible God manifested 
Himself to the Israelites. Theodoret: davrafopevoy Sé eimev, 
érreio) OK avToV éEWpwv TOV TOV Sov Decoy adrAG Twa pav- 
taciav THS Oelas émupavetas. — The verb davtafeo Oa. in the 
N. T. only here. — &ePoBos eiue kal évtpopuos] In the accounts 
of the promulgation of the law given in the Pentateuch, an 
expression of this kind on the part of Moses is not met with. 
According to Zeger, Beza, Estius, Schlichting, Chr. Fr. Schmid 
[M‘Lean, with hesitation], Heinrichs, Stuart, Stein, and others, 
the author drew the same from tradition ; according to Owen 
and Calov, he gained the knowledge even from immediate 
inspiration ; while Carpzov will not have an actual utterance. 
of Moses thought of at all, but, on the contrary, takes the 
formula: “ Moses dicit: horreo et tremo,” as of the same 
meaning with the bare “ Moses horret et tremit;” and Calvin 
has recourse to the not less violent expedient: “ Mosem 
nomine populi sic loquutum, cujus mandata quasi internuntius 
ad Deum referebat. Fuit igitur haec communis totius populi 
querimonia; sed Moses inducitur, qui fuit veluti commune et 
omnium.” Without doubt the words of LXX. Deut. ix. 19 
[cf. ver. 15] were present to the mind of the author, where in 
another connection Moses says: kat &kpo8ds eius. These 
words he then transferred, by virtue of an inexact reminiscence, 
to the time of the promulgation of the law. 

Vy. 22-24. Contrast to vv. 18,19. Positive characteriza- 
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tion of the communion into which the readers have entered 
by the reception of Christianity. The description, vv. 22-24, 
corresponds not in detail to the particulars enumerated, 
vv. 18, 19 (against Bengel, who ingeniously constructs a 
sevenfold antithesis; as likewise against Delitzsch, Kluge, 
and Ewald, who have followed the same), although we should 
be led to expect this from the corresponding words of com- 
mencement, vv. 18, 22. Moreover, the succession of clauses 
contained in vv. 22—24 is no strictly logical one, since at 
least cai wvevpacw StKaiwy teTeXecwpéevov would have been 
more appropriately placed before than after Kat xpith Oed 
TAVTOV.— GAA TpocerAnrAVGaTe Yiwv sper Kat wore Geod 
favtos, ‘Iepovcadr érovpavio] but drawn near have ye to 
the mountain Zion and the city of the living God, namely, the 
heavenly Jerusalem. The three substantive-appellations con- 
tain a single idea, in that to the closely connected twofold 
expression: Si@v sper Kal more Oeod CaHvTos, the following 
‘Iepovoadn érovpaview forms an explanatory apposition. As 
Mount Zion (in opposition to the Mount Sinai, ver. 18) the 
heavenly Jerusalem is designated, because in the O. T. the 
Mount Zion is very, frequently described as the dwelling- 
place of God, and the place whence the future salvation of 
the people is to be looked for. Comp. Ps. xlviii. 3 [2], 1. 2, 
Irie OS 10x. 12. oxxxi AS if Isa thi Dye3-saJSoels tiyed 
[ii. 32]; Mic. iv. 1, 2; Obad. 17, al. Likewise also is the 
heavenly Jerusalem called the city of the living God (comp. 
too in relation to the earthly Jerusalem: mods éotlv tod 
peyarou Baciréws, Matt. v. 35), not so much because the 
living and acting God is its architect (xi. 10), as because 
He has His throne there.—xal pupidow ayyédwv| and to 
myriads of angels, the servants, and as it were the court 
of God. Kal pupstdoww ayyédov belongs together (Beza, 
Schlichting, Jac. Cappellus, Calov, Braun, Kypke, Carpzov, 
Cramer, Baumgarten, Storr, Dindorf, Tholuck, Kurtz, Hofmann, 
and others), without, however, our having, with Chrysostom, 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, Erasmus, Luther, Clarius, Vatablus, 
Calvin, Corn. a Lapide, Piscator, Grotius, Tischendorf (ed. 2), 
Bloomfield, Conybeare, Ewald, and others, to refer likewise 
Tavnyupet, ver. 23, to the same as an apposition. For such 
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apposition, consisting of a bare individual word, would be out 
of keeping with the euphonious fulness of the whole de- 
scription ; and, if ¢iis construction had been intended, kai 
pupeddov ayyéAwv mavnyvpes would have been written. 
But just as little must we with others (also Bleek and de 
Wette) take xai wupsedovy alone, as standing independently ; 
whether, as Seb. Schmidt, Wolf, Rambach, Griesbach, Knapp, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Stengel, Bisping, Maier, Moll, we regard as 
apposition thereto merely ayyéA@v mavynyvpe, or, as Bengel, 
Chr. Fr. Schmid, Ernesti, Schulz, Lachmann, Bleek, Tischen- 
dorf (ed. 1), Ebrard, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. 
p. 117), Alford, Kluge, Woerner, both the following members : 
ayyéerov Twavnyope Kal éxKrAnola TpwTOTOKOY aTroyeypaypéevav 
év ovpavots —in connection with which latter supposition, 
however, the more nearly connecting te xai, of frequent use 
with the author (ii. 4, 11, iv. 12, al.), would have been more 
naturally expected than the bare wai before éxxAnoig. For 
pupidow is a very indefinite notion, which, where its reference 
is not self-evident from the connection, requires a genitival 
addition; besides, the accentuation of the idea of plurality 
alone would here be meaningless. Further, the reasons ad- 
vanced against our mode of explanation, that in such case 
we ought, after the analogy of the following members, to 
expect a xa/ before mavnydpe. (Seb. Schmidt, Bleek, Ebrard) ; 
that ravnydpes and that which follows would become in the 
highest degree dragging (Bleek); that mavnydper would be 
superfluous (de Wette)—are without weight. For xaé was 
omitted by reason of the euphonious ravnyipe Kal éxxdnorag, 
into which a «aé placed also before sravnytpes would have 
introduced a discordant note; the charge of dragging would 
have been justified, only if a xaé had really been added before 
Tavnyvpe; nor, again, is wavnyvpes superfluous, since it con- 
tains a very significant notion, and one different from that 
of ékxrynoig. 

Ver. 23. Ilavnyiper cat éxxrnola mpwtordKav, aTroyeypap- 
pévav év otpavois| to the festive assembly and congregation of 
the first-born, who are enrolled in heaven. tavyyvpss, in the 
N. T. a daraé DNeyouevov, designates the total gathering under 
the form of conception of a being gathered together in festivity 
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and jubilant joy [cf. Joseph. Antt. v. 2.12]; whereas éxxrAnola 
characterizes those assembled as bound together in inner wnity. 
To be enrolled in heaven, however, signifies to stand recorded 
upon the book of heaven’s citizens, or to have part in the 
rights and privileges of the heavenly citizens. From the con- 
nection (zpocednrvOaTe ‘Iepovcadip érovpavie Kal pupiace 
ayyéhwv) beings must be intended, who already dwell in 
heaven, are actually in possession of the civil rights and 
immunities of heaven, not those by whom the enjoyment of 
the same is only to be looked for in the future. Since, then, 
they are by means of rpwvérToxos represented as those who 
in point of time jirst (before others as yet) became sons of 
God, we have to think most naturally, with Calvin, Bengel, 
Chr. Fr. Schmid, Woerner, and others, of the patriarchs and 
saints of the Old Covenant (comp. chap. xi.), who, it is true 
only upon the condition of union with Christ (xi. 40), but 
yet by reason of their filial relation to God, did, in a temporal 
respect before the Christians, receive a dwelling-place and rights 
of citizenship in heaven. According to Nosselt, Storr, Kurtz, 
and others, we have to understand by the mpwroroxor still 
the angels before mentioned, as being the earliest inhabitants 
of heaven; but for the designation of the angels, the charac- 
teristic arroyeypampévoer ev ovpavois is unsuitable. The 
majority discover in 7pwtdtoxou a reference to the Christians ; 
and that either, as Primasius and Grotius suppose, specially 
to the apostles—against which, however, stands mravynytpe Kai 
éxkAnola, which involves the idea of a great host; or, as 
Schlichting, J. L. Mosheim (de ecclesia primogenitorum in 
coelo adscriptorum, Helmst. 1733, 4to), Schulz, Bleek, Ebrard, 
and others, to the first believers from among the Jews and 
Gentiles, particularly the former, quite apart from the question 
of their being now dead or still living; or, as Knapp, Bohme. 
Kuinoel, Tholuck, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr 
p. 117), Alford, Hofmann (Schriftbew. II. 2, p. 147, 2 Aufl), 
Moll, and others, specially to the church which 1s still upon 
earth, so that in connection with rpwrdtoxos we have to hold 
fast only to the particular fact of the dignity, while we retain 
no reference to time; or, as de Wette and Maier, specially to 
those who have fallen asleep in the faith of Christ, and perhaps 
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even were glorified by martyrdom; or finally, as Piscator, 
Owen, Carpzov, Stein, Stuart, Stengel, and others, to the 
members of the New Covenant in general. But the thought 
of Christians in this place is a remote one; since the mention 
of them, in harmony with the order of relating now chosen, 
would more naturally take place only later, in connection 
with the mention of Christ Himself, and not already here, 
between that of the angels and God.—xal xpith Oe rav- 
tov] and to Him as Judge, who is God over all. wavtwy is 
usually construed with xpi7H. But from its position it can 
depend only upon 6e@. advtTwy is masculine, and refers not 
merely—as Knapp and Bleek suppose—to the fore-mentioned 
angels and wpwrotoxo. It stands absolutely; so that God, 
in delicate opposition to the Jewish particularism, is character- 
ized as in general the God of all. The apparently unsuitable 
characterization of God in this connection (because one con- 
taining nothing specifically Christian), namely, as the Judge, 
is justified from the aim of the writer, to warn the readers 
against laxity of morals, and consequently against apostasy 
from Christianity (comp. vv. 25, 29).— «al mvevpacw Sixaiwv 
reTerctopevav]| and to the spirits of the perfected just ones. 
mvevmata: designation of the departed spirits, as divested of 
the body (comp. 1 Pet. iii, 19; Luke xxiv. 39; Acts vii. 59), 
inasmuch as these only at the resurrection will be clothed 
with a new body. Most probably the Christians fallen asleep 
are those meant (Grotius, Mosheim, Bengel, Sykes, Baum- 
garten, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Storr, and many). Others, as Corn. 
a Lapide, Schlichting, Wittich, Wolf, Schulz, Bleek, de Wette, 
Ebrard, Maier, think of the saints of the O. T. (chap. xi.); 
or, as Knapp, Bohme, Tholuck, Bisping, Delitzsch, Riehm 
(Lehrbegr. des Hebréerbr. p. 122), Alford, Moll, Kurtz, alike 
of the departed saints of the O. T. and those of the New. 
The Sécasov, however, are called teteXNecwpévoe not in the 
sense of the “ perfect just ones” (Theophylact, Luther, Stengel, 
al.),—for which the expression 7édeco. would much more 
naturally have presented itself—nor yet because they have 
finished their life’s course and overcome the weaknesses 
and imperfections of the earthly life (Calvin, Limborch, 
Béhme, Kuinoel, Kurtz, and others), but because they have 
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already been brought by Christ to the goal of consummation. 
Conip: i110, x. 14, xi. 40: 

Ver. 24, Néas] characterizes the covenant as new in regard 
to the time of its existence (foedus recens), whereas xavv7, 
vill. 8, 13, ix. 15, described it as new in respect of its quality 
(foedus novum). Wrongly Béhme, Kuinoel, and others (de 
Wette likewise wavers): véas is here to be taken as of the 
same import with xavv%s.—xal aipate pavticpod] Jesus’ 
atoning blood is called blood of sprinkling, inasmuch as those 
who believe in Him, in spirit sprinkled therewith, are cleansed 
from their sins and sanctified to God. Comp. ix. 13 f, x. 22, 
xi. 12.— xpetrroy] is an adverb. Comp. 1 Cor. vii. 38. 
Needlessly will Kurtz have it taken as a substantive ad- 
jective. Better does the blood of Christ speak than Abel 
with his blood; since the latter calls for the divine vengeance, 
the former, on the other hand, for God’s grace upon sinners. — 
mapa] See at i. 4. — apa tov”ABed] may be looked upon 
as a well-known brachylogy for mapa To aipa tod "APEX. 
This is not, however, at all necessary, seeing that, at xi. 4 
likewise, Abel himself is represented as speaking after his 
death (by means of his blood which was shed). 

Ver. 25. The author has but just now, vv. 18-24, in order 
to enforce with reasoning his exhortation to the dysacpos, ver. 
14 ff., described, in a comparison of the Old Covenant with 
the New, the exalted nature of the communion into which the 
readers had entered by the reception of Christianity. As a 
conclusion therefrom, he warns them against falling away 
again from Christianity through laxity of morals (comp. also 
ver. 28 f.), in pointing out, similarly as i. 2 ff, x. 28 ff, that 
if the Israelites in old time incurred punishment by dis- 
obedience to the O. T. revelation of God, an incomparably 
severer judgment would overtake those Christians who 
should turn back again from the N. T. revelation of God. 
— The simple Prérere, without the addition of odv, renders 
the warning so much the more powerful. Entirely mistaken, 
Delitzsch : odv is not added, in order that one may not sup- 
pose the warning to attach itself to od yap mpocedndvOaTe 

. Oda TpocednrOaTe ..., but, on the contrary, it should 
be manifest that the author thinks of the One speaking, 

Meryrr.—Hes, 2G 
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against the refusing of whom he warns, as in most intimate 
connection with the speaking blood of the Mediator of the 
Covenant which has just been mentioned: — Brézere ji) 
mapaitnonobe Tov NadodyTa] take heed that ye do not beg off 
from Him that speaketh (to you), that ye turn not away from 
Him and despise Him. 6 AaAGy is not Christ (Oecumenius, 
Theophylact, Primasius, Vatablus, Bohme, Kuinoel, Ebrard, 
Bloomfield, a/.), but that God who still continues to speak to 
the readers by means of the Christian facts of salvation. For 
by Tov Aadodvta the same person must be designated, as 
subsequently by tov am’ otpaver, sc. xpnuatifovra. By the 
latter, however, can be meant, on account of the ov referring 
back to it at ver. 26, and by reason of the éwyyyeAtas there 
occurring (comp. also ver. 29), only God. From this it 
follows, too, that by éml yfjs 0 yxpnyativev is meant, not 
Moses (Chrysostom, Oecumenius, Carpzov, and others), but 
likewise God,’ so that there is not an insisting upon a diversity 
of persons in connection with the O. T. and the N. T. revela- 
tion, and thence a difference of degree inferred; but the 
diversity of the mode of revelation is accentuated, and thereby 
the higher value of the one revelation above the other on the 
one hand is marked, and on the other the higher culpability 
of apostasy from the one than from the other. To the Jews 
God spake upon the palpable earthly mountain Sinai, choosing 
as His interpreter an earthly man, Moses; to the Christians, 
on the other hand, He speaks from heaven, in sending to them 
His own Son from heaven as His interpreter.— ov« é&édv- 
yov] did not escape, did not evade the divine punishment. 
Comp. i. 3. Wrongly Delitzsch, even because the srodrv 
addov quels K.T.X. does not harmonize therewith: were not 
able to withdraw, but were obliged to stand fast. — éml ys tov 
xpnuatifovta]| the One speaking wpon earth words of revelation. 
Belongs together, in that éai ys was placed on account of 
the greater emphasis before the article. Similarly the post- 
posing of iva, Gal. ii. 10, and the like. — ond paddov ryeis | 
sc. ovk éxhevEouela, — atrootpédecOal twa] to turn away 
Jrom any one, reject his fellowship. 

Ver. 26. Like as the author has stated the fact, ver. 25, 

’ Ebrard will have us think of Christ as the second person of the Godhead! 
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as a sign of the inferiority of Judaism to Christianity, that 
God in connection with the former was One él ys ypnuari- 
Cv, in connection with the latter, on the other hand, One a7 
ovpavav xpnuatifwy, so does he now in like manner urge, as 
a further proof of that inferiority, the circumstance that God 
then only shook the earth, but now in accordance with the 
prophecy will shake not only the earth, but at the same time 
also the heavens.— écddevoev] is to be understood in the 
literal sense, not, with Estius and others, in the figurative. — 
Tote] then, sc. at the promulgation of the Mosaic law. Comp. 
Ex. xix. 18 (where, however, the LXX., probably in reading 
Dyn instead of 47, translate: xat é&éorn mas 6 ads 
opodpa); Judg. v. 4f; Ps. lxviii. 9 [8], cxiv. 7: dao 
Tpocwmou Kuplov ecanevOn 1) yj. —vov Oé émiyyeATat Aéyor] 
who now, on the other hand, has promised as follows. A con- 
structio ad senswm, since the words form the second member 
‘of the relative clause; but, notwithstanding that, a bound is 
suddenly made from the preceding subject » g¢wvy to the 
subject contained in the od, namely, God Himself. — viv] 
now, has certainly the sense: in regard to the present 
Christian period (more exactly: in regard to the epoch of the 
consummation of the divine kingdom by the coming again 
of Christ). Grammatically, however, viv «.7.r. has arisen 
from the contracting of two statements in one, and is to be 
resolved, with Schlichting, into: nunc vero commovebit non 
solum terram sed etiam coelum, sicut promisit apud prophetam, 
dicens, etc. — éwnyyertac] in the middie sense, as Rom. iv. 21. 
See Winer, Gramm., 7 Aufl. p. 246.— The citation is from 
Hag. ii. 6, but reproduced in a free and abbreviated form 
(LXX.: ére dak éy@ celow Tov ovpavoy Kat THY yy Kal THY 
Odraccav Kal tiv Enpav).— ért &rraf] Faulty rendering of 
the LXX. instead of: yet a little while. 

Ver. 27. The author, arguing from the étv dma£ of the 
prophetic word of scripture just adduced, brings out as a 
second feature of the superiority of Christianity, that it is 
abiding and intransitory.— To d¢° "Ere a&rat] The expression, 
however, Yet once more, sc. and then not again. érs dma€, 
‘namely, is taken by the writer absolutely.— Sydot thy tav 
cadevowéevov peTtdeow] declares (points to) the changing of 
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that which is being shaken, sc. the earth and the (visible) 
heavens, inasmuch as it is a well-known matter (77) that, 
at the epoch of the consummation of the kingdom of God, the 
present earth and the present heavens will be transformed 
into a new earth and new heavens (comp. Isa. Ixv. 17 ff, 
Ixvi. 22; 2 Pet. iii, 13; Rev. xxi. 1); the shaking, however, 
of the heavens and the earth predicted by the prophet will 
be the only one, and consequently the last one, which will 
take place at all.— as remounpévwr] because they are created, 
i.e, visible, earthly, and transitory, things. The words draw 
attention to the constitution of the cadevopeva, thereby to 
make it appear as something natural that these should undergo 
a change or transformation. They are not to be taken to- 
gether with the following #a; in connection with which 
construction we have either the explanation: which namely 
has been made, to the end that that which is immovable may 
remain (Grotius, Bengel, Tholuck, Delitzsch, Riehm, Lehrbegr. 
des Hebréerbr. p. 130, Obs.; Kluge, Moll, Woerner, al.),— 
which, however, without more precise indication, yields 
arbitrary variations of the meaning, but no clear thought,— 
or: which was made indeed only for the purpose of awaiting 
that which is immovable, and giving place to the same when 
this comes in (Bauldry in Wolf, Storr, Bohme, Kuinoel, 
Hofmann, a/.). Grammatically there is nothing to be alleged 
against this acceptation of the words, although the expression 
pévety is not elsewhere employed by the author in the sense 
of “to await anything;” nor even against the thought in 
itself can any objection be raised. But then it appears 
unsuitable to the connection ; since upon this interpretation 
that which the author will derive from the ére da£, namely, 
the coming in of that which is eternal and intransitory, is 
brought out in much too subordinate a form. ‘va is there- 
fore to be taken as dependent on tiv tév cadevomevov 
peTaGeow, inasmuch as it adduces the higher design of God 
in the transformation of the present earth and the present 
heavens: im order that there may then abide (have a per- 
manent existence) that which cannot be shaken, sc. the eternal 
blessings of Christianity, into the full enjoyment of which 
the Christian will enter so soon as a new earth and new 
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heaven is formed, and the kingdom of God attains to its 
consumuiation. 

Ver. 28. Exhortation to be thankful to God, and to serve 
Him in an acceptable manner. — 4:6] infers from the con- 
cluding words of ver. 27: Wherefore, because that which will 
have an everlasting existence is no other than the kingdom of 
God, in which we Christians have obtained part. The author 
himself expresses this thought in the participial clause eluci- 
datory of the 60, Bacvrelav doddevtov TapadrapBa- 
vovtes: since the kingdom which we Christians obtain (which 
becomes the possession of us Christians) 7s an immovable, 
intransitory one. The participle present tapadapuBSavortes, of 
that which is indeed future, but which with certainty comes 
in. Erroneously do Calvin, ¢ransi., Schlichting, Limborch, 
Bengel, and others understand the participial clause as a 
constituent part of the exhortation: “let us receive the im- 
movable kingdom, appropriate it to ourselves by faith,” which 
is already rendered impossible by the anarthrous Bacirelav 
in itself.— €ywpev ydpw] let us cherish thankfulness, sc. 
towards God. Comp. Luke xvii. 9. Wrongly Beza, Schlicht- 
ing, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Carpzov, Bisping, and many 
others: let us hold fast the grace. For in that case the 
article could not be wanting in connection with ydpw, and 
instead of éyapey must stand xaréywowev (comp. iii. 6, 14, 
x. 23) or xpatdmev (comp. iv. 14).— dv’ fs Aatped@per 
evapéatwos TH Oew| and by the same serve God in an acceptable 
manner. tT®& Oe@ belongs to AaTpevopev. — peta evrAaBelas 
kal déous] with reverential awe (in that we watch against that 
which is displeasing to God) and fear. Amplification of the 
evaperTos. 

Ver. 29. Warning justification of the peta edraBelas Kai 
déous. The words cannot, however, signify: for owr God too 
(the God of Christians), even as the God of the Old Covenant, 
is a consuming fire (so still Bleek, de Wette, Tholuck, Bisping, 
and others). For to this end cal yap jay o Beds KT. 
must have been written. Just as little may «al ydp, with 
Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des Hebraerbr. p. 60, Obs.), Alford, 
Moll, and Kurtz, be weakened into the mere notion of 
“etenim.” For «ad is the enhancing “more than this,” and 
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belongs to the whole clause, in connection with which it 
would be a matter of indifference (against Delitzsch) whether 
the author should write cal yap 6 Oeds uadv wip Katava- 
Aicxov or kal yap TIp KaTavaricKoy 6 Oeds rudy, since in 
either case the main emphasis in connection with the few 
words would fall upon dp xatavadricxor. According to the 
order of the words, and by reason of the intensive force of 
cai, the sense can therefore only be: for our God is also a 
consuming fire, 1c. He is not merely a God of grace, but 
likewise a God of punitive righteousness. A diversity, conse- 
quently, of the God of the Old Testament and the God of 
the New, which would also have been an unsuitable notion, 
the author does not by any means assert. Moreover, comp. 
LXX. Deut. iv. 24: 670 Kdpios 6 Geds cov wip KaTavadicKov 
e€OTLY. 
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CAPPER: Shh 


Ver. 4. The preference over the Recepta vopvod¢ 6¢ is merited 
on account of the better attestation (A D* D, Lat. Mx, Vulg. 
Copt. Anton. Max. Bed.) by ropvods yap. Commended to atten- 
tion by Griesbach. Adopted by Lachm. Bleek, Alford, and 
Tisch. 8.— Ver. 8. Elz.: 6%. But A C* D* M » have 
2x%0és. Rightly admitted by Lachm. Tisch. and Alford.— Ver. 9. 
wn waupaoépecbe| Elz.: wi ceprpépesde, Against AC D Mx, the 
later supplementer of B, the preponderant majority of the 
cursives, Vulg. Copt. a/., and very many Fathers. Already 
rejected by Grotius, Bengel, and Wetstein, then by Griesbach, 
Matthaei, Knapp, Scholz, Bleek, de Wette, Lachm. Tisch. 
Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Alford, Reiche, and others. Correction 
to accord with Eph. iv. 14.—Instead of the Recepta cepu- 
carioavres, A D* x* present sepsrarotvres. Placed in the 
text by Lachm. and Tisch. 1 and 8, and probably the original 
reading. — Ver. 10. In place of the Recepta obxz Exovary éEovciuy, 
Tisch. 2 and 7 reads only od% ¢yovor, and already Mill 
(Prolegg. 1292) has condemned éZovefav as a gloss. But ovota» 
is lackine only in D* Gr. and Lat., in M and with Damascen., 
whereas it is present in A C D** and *** K &, ete. (with 
Chrysostom before od Zyoucv). It was erroneously omitted by 
reason of its similarity in sound to the foregoing odx éyoucw, — 
Ver. 11. Elz. Tisch. 8: 5d aiwa vepi dmapriag cig r& ayia. 
So DK Ms, etc. In place of this, Lachm. and Tisch. 1 
write, after C* al., Copt. Syr. al.: rb wine sig rd hyia wep? 
i&mwaprias. By means of its varying position, however, v<p/ 
i“woapriag betrays itself as a glossematic elucidation, seeing 
that it is entirely wanting in A, in Aeth.,and with Chrysostom, 
and seeing, moreover, that some cursive Mss. (14, 47) present 
in place of the singular the plural wep) awapriav. Rightl 

therefore have Bleek, Tisch. 2 and 7, and Alford deleted the 
addition. — Ver. 17. itp rai uy vyutiv ws Aoyor aroducorres | 
Instead of which Lachm. in the stereotype ed. and Tisch. 1 
chose the order: ws Adyov drodwoovres brtp ray Yuya way. 
But the authority of A, Vulg. Bede does not suffice for the 
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transposing. Rightly therefore did Lachm. in the larger ed., 
and Tisch. 2, 7, and 8, return to the Secepta.— Ver. 18. 
Elz.: vero/dauev. Against the preponderating testimony of A 
C* D* D, Lat. (suademus) M, 17, 67** 137, which demands 
the reading, commended by Griesb. and adopted by Lachm. 
Bleek, Tisch. Alford: +2:déuedu. To the latter points also the 
bce yup ors xaany in the Cod. Sinait., since in this codex om xarj. 
has been placed immediately before, only in consequence of a 
manifest oversight of the copyist.— Ver. 21. To the Kecepta 
2y ravri épyw, instead of which the Cod. Sinait. presents only 
év wayri (adopted by Tisch. 8), had Lachmann in the stereo- 
type ed. further added: xa? Aéyw, which he has yet rightly 
struck out again in the larger edition. The addition xa! Aéyw 
is found only in A, and once with Chrysostom, whereas it is 
twice wanting with the latter. It is a gloss from 2 Thess. ii. 
17.— Instead of the mere voray of the Recepta, Lachmann reads 
in the Ldit. Stereotypa: airis rormv; in the larger edition: 
wires soa But airs rests only upon 71 and D, Lat. (ipso 
faciente); the alleced testimony of C in favour thereof is 
founded on an error of Wetstein. air, however, which has 
for it the authority of A C* x* and of Gregor. Nyssen., is a 
disturbing addition, and manifestly arose only from a twofold 
writing of the airot immediately foregoing. — Elz. Lachm. 
Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Reiche, Tisch. 8: ¢e#¢ rodg aivvasg ray 
aidvar But ray aiwvwy is wanting in O*** D, in many 
cursives, in Arab, Armen., with Clem. Alex. and Theodoret. 
Suspected by Bengel and Griesbach ; rightly rejected by Bleek, 
de Wette, Tisch. 1, 2, '7, and Alford. For it is more probable 
that the simpler formula, occurring for the rest Rom. xi. 36, 
xvl. 27, would. be enlarged into the ampler formula more 
usual in the case of doxologies, than that the ampler would be 
abbreviated into the simpler one.— Ver. 22. D* 46, 57, al., 
Vulg. Syr. Arm. have dvéyeodus Adopted by Lachmann. 
But the imperative dvéyeoes, presented by the Recepta, is to 
be retained, as imparting more animation to the discourse. 
This reading is protected by the preponderating authority of 
AC D*** K M 8, etc., Am. Copt. Aeth. al., Chrys. Theodoret 
(also in the Commentary), al.— Ver. 23. Elz.: riv dderpev. 
Lachm. Bleek, Tisch. 1 and 8, de Wette, Delitzsch: sav adage» 
nwa». The latter is to be preferred on account of the stronger 
attestation by A C D* M s* 17, 31, 37, 39, al., all vss. Euthal. 
Maxim. Athan. 


Vy. 1-25. Concluding exhortations partly of a general 
nature, partly in special relation to the main purport of the 
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epistle, and concluding notices, followed by a twofold wish of 
blessing. 

Ver. 1. Exhortation to enduring brotherly love. —‘H 
diraderagia| The love of the brethren, i.e. love to the fellow- 
Christians. Comp. Rom. xii. 10; 1 Thess, iv. 9; 1 Pet. 
1,22; 2 Pet. i. 7. — pwevéta] abide, cease not. For, according 
to vi. 10, x. 33, the readers had already exercised this virtue 
before, and were still exercising it. Yet in their case, since 
they had become doubtful regarding the absolute truth of 
Christianity, and in part already sought to withdraw from the 
outward fellowship of Christians (x. 25), and, moreover, in 
particularistic prejudice closed their hearts against a brotherly 
intercourse with the Gentile Christians, the renewed inculca- 
tion of this virtue was of special importance. 

Vy. 2, 3. Summons to two particular forms of expression 
of the general virtue, ver. 1. 

Ver, 2. Exhortation to hospitality. Comp. Rom. xii. 13; 
1 Pet. iv. 9; 1 Tim. iii. 2; Tit. i 8. Owing to the hatred 
of the Jews towards the Christians, and the almost entire 
absence of public places of entertainment, hospitality towards 
fellow-Christians on their journeys became, for the Palestinians 
also, an urgent necessity. — 6a tavtns yap edabov tives 
Eevicavtes dyyéXous] Enforcement of the command uttered, 
by calling attention to the high honour’ which, by the exercise 
of this virtue, accrued to single remote ancestors of the Jewish 
people; for by the manifestation of hospitality some have 
unwittingly entertained angels. The author was certainly, in 
connection with this statement, thinking specially of Abraham 
and Lot (Gen. xviii. 19). We have, moreover, to compare the 
declaration of the Lord, Matt. xxv. 44, 45, according to 
which he who entertains one of His people, entertains the 
Lord Himself.— The é€Aadov, written in accordance with 
genuine Greek praxis, but not occurring elsewhere in the 
N. T., forms a paronomasia with émridavOavecbe. 


1 Comp. Philo, de Abrah. p. 366 (with Mangey, II. p. 17 f.) : "Eya 0 obx ofda 
cha ixepBorny eddaipovins nab waxuparnros elyas Q@ asp ray oixiay, tv A waren bnven 
xa) Leviov Raxeiv bxiusiway dyysros mpos avbpurous, lepui xal dsias Qdosss, Vmodidxavas 
nai Crapo roo mphrov Osov 0: ay sia mpsoBsvray dou ay bernon to yiver huay 
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Ver. 3. Exhortation to have a care for the prisoners and 
distressed. — Mipujonecbe tav dSecpiov| Be mindful (se. in 
order to aid them with ministering love) of the prisoners. — 
as acuvdedenévot] as fellow-prisoners, i.e. with as much devotion 
to them as though the captivity had fallen upon yourselves. 
For the Christians are members of the same body; as in the 
prosperity, so also are they to share in the sufferings one of 
the other. Comp. 1 Cor. xii. 26. Bohme (in like manner 
Heinrichs too) explains: “quippe ejus naturae et conditionis 
homines, qui ipsi quoque pro captivis sint, nimirum in ecclesia 
pressa degentes.” Upon this interpretation, it is true, the 
twofold s retains its full significance; but in order to 
represent the readers as “in ecclesia pressa degentes,’ an 
addition to cvvdedeuévoe could not have been dispensed with. 
—Tdv KaKovyovpévov] of those who suffer evil treatment. 
TOY KaKkovyounevov is the genus, under which the foregoing 
Tov Sespiwy are ranged as a particular species. — as Kal avtot 
dvtes ev oapatt] as sojourning yourselves in a body, thus 
likewise still subjected to the earthly order of the world, 
and not secured against the like ill-treatment. According to 
Calvin and others, the sense is: since ye indeed are members 
of the same body (to wit, the church),—which, however, must 
have been indicated by as Kat avtol év TO cwpyate Tod 
Xpucrod dvres. According to Beza: as though in your own 
person ye were KaKkovyYovpevot,—a sense which can only with 
violence be put upon the words. 

Ver. 4. Exhortation to chastity in the narrower sense. — 
Tiusos| held in estimation, honourable, sc. éotw. Others 
supplement é¢oriv. So already the Peshito (honoratum est 
connubium inter omnes), then Beza, Grotius (apud omnes 
gentes moratas honos est conjugio), M‘Caul, and others. 
But against this stands the addition: xat 1 Koitn dulavtos, 
since the latter could not be asserted as a truth in point of fact. 
Rather might the indicative rendering thereof be preserved 
by taking the clauses descriptively: “Marriage honourable in 
all things,” etc., which then would not be different in sense 
from the direct requirement that marriage should be honour- 
able. Nevertheless, this mode of interpretation too—recently 
adopted by Delitzsch—could only be justified if it were 
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followed by a long series of similar statements; here, on the 
other hand, where imperatives are placed in close proximity 
before and after, it is unnatural.—o yauos] marriage. In 
this sense the word occurs frequently with the Greeks. In 
the N. T. it has everywhere else the signification: wedding, 
and ts celebration. — év raow] is neuter: in all things. The 
majority take €v maow as masculine. There is then found 
expressed in it the precept, either, as by Luther and others, 
that marriage should in the estimation of all be held in 
honour, ae. not desecrated by adultery; or, as by Bohme, 
Schulz, and others, that it should not be despised or slighted 
by any unmarried. person (according to Hofmann, by any one, 
whether he live in wedlock, or he think that he ought for 
his own part to decline it); or finally, as by Calvin and 
many, that it is to be denied to no order of men (as later 
to the Catholic priests). In the two last cases it is generally 
supposed that the reference is to a definite party of those 
who, out of ascetic or other interest, looked unfavourably 
upon the married life. But for all three modes of explana- 
tion, mapa macvw would have been more suitably written 
than év maow; and a preference for celibacy on the part of 
born Jews in particular, to whom nevertheless the Epistle to 
the Hebrews is addressed, is an unexplained presupposition, 
because one not in accordance with the teaching of history. 
—Kat % Koitn dptavtos| and the marriage bed (against the 
ordinary wusus loguendi, Valckenaer and Schulz: the cohabita- 
tion) be undefiled. —mopvovs yap Kal povyods Kpwel 0 Oeds| 
for fornicators and adulterers will God judge (condemn at 
the judgment of the world). Comp. 1 Cor. vi. 9f, ai. The 
6 @cos placed at the close of the sentence is not without em- 
phasis. It reminds that, though such sins of uncleanness 
remain for the most part unpunished by earthly judges, the 
higher Judge will one day be mindful of them. 

Vv. 5, 6. Warning against covetousness ; exhortation to 
contentedness. — ’Agurdpyupos| free from greediness of money, 
from covetousness and avarice, 1 Tim. ili. 3. Comp. vi. 24 ff. 
—o0 Tpomos] sc. éotw: let the mind and comportment, the 
character, be.— apkovpevor tots mapodow] sc. ote: be con- 
tented with that which is present. ta wapovta here, as Xen. 
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Sympos. iv. 42 (ols ydp pddiota Ta Tapovta apKel, Kota 
TOV GArXoTplwov dpéyovTat), and often with the classic writers, 
of the earthly possession which one has. — adros yap eipnxer] 
for He Himself has said, namely, God, as He who is speaking 
in the scripture ; not Christ (Beza, Bohme, Klee). — od pm ce 
ava ovdS ov pn ce éyxatadira] I will in no wise fail thee, 
nor by any means forsake thee. To this citation the most 
similar passages are Deut. xxxi. 6 (ovTe pj oe av, ovTE un 
ce éyxataninn), ibid. ver. 8 (odK advice ce, ovdé pH cE 
éyxatanimy), and 1 Chron. xxviii. 20 (od« dvjncer ce Kat ov 
pn eyxatanrinn) ; although, in these passages, instead of the 
first person singular the third person is used. Less corre- 
sponding in point of expression are Josh. i. 5 (ovK éyxata- 
Neto oe ovd wrepoouai ce), Gen. xxviii. 15 (od pun ce 
éyxataninw), and Isa. xli. 17 (odK éyxatarepo avTods). 
On the other hand, there is found a citation entirely corre- 
spondent to ours in Philo, de Confus. Linguar. p. 344 C (ed. 
Mang. I. p. 430). It is possible that, as Bleek and de Wette 
suppose, the author adopted the same immediately from Philo. 
It is, however, also possible that the utterance, in the form 
in which we meet with it here and in Philo, had become pro- 
verbial. According to Delitzsch and Kluge, the utterance of 
Deut. xxxi. 6 assumed this form in the liturgic or homiletic 
usage of the Hellenistic synagogue, in that reminiscences of 
other similar O. T. passages blended with the original passage. 
[ According to Piscator, Owen, and Tischendorf, the reference is 
to Josh. i. 5.] 

Ver. 6. "Note Oappodvtas Hyads Aéyew K.7.r.] so that we 
boldly say (namely, in the words of Ps. cxvili. 6): the Lord 
is my helper, and I will not fear; what can a man do to me? 
— th Tomoes pot avOpwros ;] is an independent direct ques- 
tion. Grammatically false is the construction of the Vulgate 
(so also Jac. Cappellus and others), which takes the words as 
dependent on od oByOjcowar: non timebo, quid faciat mihi 
homo. 

Ver. 7. Exhortation to a remembrance of the former 
teachers, and an emulation of their faith.—ol *yovpevor] 
the presidents and leaders of the congregation. Comp. 
vv. 17, 24; where, however, those still living are indicated, 
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while here we have to think of those already fallen asleep. 
By virtue of the characteristic ofruves é€XNaAnoav bpiv Tov 
ANéyov tod Oeod they appear as identical with the persons 
mentioned ii. 3, the immediate disciples of Christ, from whom 
the readers had received the gospel.—dyv] has reference 
equally to tHv éxBaow ths avactpodhs and tv rlotw. — 
avabewpetv] the prolonged, closely observing contemplation. 
Comp. Acts xvil. 23.— Tv &Bacow ths avactpophs] not: 
the course or path of development of their walk (Oecumenius, 
but without deciding, and Lud. de Dieu)—which is opposed 
to linguistic usage; nor yet: the result for others of their 
belueving walk, inasmuch as many were thereby converted to 
Christianity (Braun, Cramer)—which must have been more 
precisely defined by means of additions; just as little: the 
result of their believing walk for the ayovpevor themselves, as 
regards their rewarding in heaven (Storr, Bloomfield, and 
others), for an dvaSewpety of the latter, to which the author 
is supposed to exhort, would not have been possible; but: 
the outlet or end of their walk on earth [1 Cor. x. 13]. Comp. 
thy é€o5ov, Luke ix. 31, 2 Pet. 1.15, and tHv aduéiv, Acts 
xx. 29. That which is intended, seeing that in combination 
with the dvaOewpetv tiv ExBacw THs avactpodys a 
pepetobat THY miotev is spoken of, is beyond doubt the 
martyrs death, endured by the earlier leaders and presidents 
of the Palestinian congregations, Stephen, James the elder, 
James the brother of the Lord, and Peter, whereby they had 
manifested the strength and immovable stedfastness of their 
faith. 

Vy. 8-15. Exhortation to hold aloof from unchristian 
doctrines and ritual observances. 

Ver. 8 is ordinarily comprehended in one with ver. 7. 
Expositors then find in the utterance either, as Bleek, Ebrard, 
Bisping, and others, an adducing of the motive for the emula- 
tion of the faithful leaders enjoined at ver. 7; or, as Zeger, 
Grotius, Schulz, Kurtz, and others (comp. already Theophylact), 
the encouraging assurance that, as to these leaders, so also to 
the readers, provided they only take the faith of these leaders 
as a model for themselves, the gracious aid of Christ—of 
which, however, there was no mention in ver. 7—will not 
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be wanting; or finally, as Carpzov,’ the more precise informa- 
tion as to that in which their faith had consisted. More 
correctly, however, on account of the antithetic correspondence 
between 6 avrds, ver. 8, and-otxidats kat Eévais, ver. 9, are 
the words, ver. 8, taken as constituting the foundation and 
preparation for the injunction of ver. 9. Jesus Christ is for 
ever the same; the Christian therefore must give no place 
in his mind and heart to doctrines which are opposed to 
Christ, His nature and His requirements. — éy@eés .. . onpe- 
pov... eis Tovs ai@vas] Designation of the past, present, 
and future; exhaustive unfolding of the notion dei The 
expression is rhetorical; éy@és is consequently not to be 
further expounded, in such wise that we must think of the 
time of the former teachers (Schlichting, Grotius, Hammond, 
Limborch, Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Delitzsch, Maier, Kluge, 
Kurtz, Hofmann, Woerner, a/.), or of the tume before the 
appearing of Christ (Bengel, Cramer, Stein), or to the whole 
time of the Old Covenant (Calvin, Pareus, al.), or even to the 
eternal pre-eaxistence of Christ (Ambrose, de ide, v. 1. 25 ; Seb. 
Schmidt, Nemethus, and others). —’Incots Xpiotos is the 
subject, and o avros (sc. éotiv, not éorw) the common pre- 
dicate to all three notes of time. Wrongly Paulus: “ Jesus 
is the God-anointed One; yesterday and to-day is He alto- 
gether the same ”—-which must have read: "Incods 6 Xpictos. 
But mistaken also the Vulgate, Oecumenius, Luther, Vatablus, 
Zeger, Calvin, and others, in that they interpunctuate after 
onpepov: Jesus Christ yesterday and to-day; the same also in 
eternity. For that which is to be accentuated is not the 
eternity of Christ, as would be the case by means of the éy@eés 
cal onwepov taken alone, but the eternal wnchangeableness of 
Christ. 

Ver. 9. The exhortation itself, for which preparation was 
made at ver. 8, now follows. — Aidayats movkinais kal Eévais 
pay Tapadépecbe] By manifold and strange doctrines do not be 
seduced, borne aside from the right path. As is shown by the 
connecting of the two halves of the verse by the yap, expres- 
sive of the reason or cause, the dudayat movkidas Kal Eévar 


*“*Tmitamini vestrorum pracfectorum fidem, nimirum hance: Jesus Christus 
heri, hodie et semper é airs Deus est.” 
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are related to the Bp®uata mentioned immediately after as 
the genus to a species coming under particular notice; and, as 
is manifest from ver. 10 ff, both belong to the specifically 
Jewish domain. By Sdudayal rovxinas wal Eevas, there- 
fore, the ordinances of the Mosaic law in general are to be 
understood, the observance of which was proclaimed among 
the readers as necessary to the attainment of salvation, while 
then under Bp@®mara a special group of the same is men- 
tioned. oxidase the same are called, because they consist 
in commands and prohibitions of manifold kind; &evaz, 
however, because they are opposed to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity.— xanrov yap] for tt is a fair thing, te. praiseworthy 
and salutary.— ydpitt BeBatodcOat thy Kapdiav] that by 
grace the heart be made stedfast, in it seek and find its support. 
For no other thing than the grace of God is that which de- 
termines the character of the New Covenant, as the law that 
of the Old, Rom. vi. 14, al. Erroneously, therefore, Castellio 
and Bohme, ydpers means by thanksgiving or gratitude towards 
God; yet more incorrectly Bisping and Maier: by the 
Christian sacrificial food, the Holy Communion. — od Bpopa- 
ow] not by meats. This is referred by the majority, lastly 
by Bohme, Stengel, Tholuck, Bloomfield, Delitzsch, Riehm 
(Lehrbeqr. des Hebrierbr. p. 158), Alford, Moll, Ewald, and 
Hofmann, to the Levitical ordinances concerning pure and 
impure food. But only of the sacrificial meals can ov 
Bpepacw be understood. For rightly have Schlichting, 
Bleek, and others called attention to the fact that (1) the 
expression, ver. 9, is more applicable to the enjoyment of 
sacred meats than to the avoiding of unclean meats. Schlich- 
ting: Cor non reficitur cibis non comestis, sed comestis. 
Ciborum ergo usui, non abstinentiae, opponitur hic gratia; 
that (2) it is said of the Christians, at ver. 10, in close con- 
junction with ver. 9, that they possess an altar of which the 
servants of the Jewish sanctuary have no right to eat; that, 
finally, (3) at the close of this series of thoughts, ver. 15, the 
reference to the sacrifices is retained, inasmuch as there, in 
opposition to the Levitical sacrifices, it is made incumbent on 
Christians through Christ continually to offer sacrifices of 
praise unto God. Tholuck, it is true, objects to this reasoning: 
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(1) that Bpeépara may denote “the clean, legally permitted 
meats, with (the mention of) which is at the same time 
implied the abstinence from the unclean.” But this expedient 
is artificial and unnatural; since, if we had in reality to 
think of the Levitical precepts with regard to food, in the 
exact converse of that which happens the avoiding of unclean 
meats would be the main idea brought under consideration. 
(2) That the connection of ver. 10 with ver. 9 would only 
apparently be lost, since one may warrantably assume the 
following line of thought : “Do not suffer yourselves to be led 
astray by a variety of doctrines alien to the pure truth— 
surely it is a fairer thing to assure the conscience by grace 
than by meats, by means of which no true appeasement is 
obtained; we Christians have an altar with such glorious 
soul-nourishment, of which no priest may eat.” But this 
supposed thought of ver. 10 would be highly illogical. For 
how does it follow from the fact that Christians have an altar 
of most glorious soul-nourishment, that no priest may partake 
of the same? Logically correct, certainly, would be only the 
thought: for we Christians possess an altar with such glorious 
soul-nourishment, that we have no need whatever of the 
Levitical ordinances regarding food. Then again, at ver. 10, 
nothing at all is written about “ glorious soul-nourishment ;” 
but, on the contrary, the design of this verse can only be to 
make good the incompatibility of the Christian altar with the 
Jewish. (3) That the exhortation to the spiritual sacrifices, 
ver. 15, may be more immediately referred back to ver. 10. 
But ver. 10 stands to ver. 9, in which the theme of the 
investigation, vv. 8-15, is expressed, in the relation of sub- 
ordination. The following odv, ver.'15, may therefore serve 
for the introducing of the final result from the whole pre- 
ceding investigation. (4) Finally, that it cannot be perceived 
how the participation in sacrificial meals could have been 
looked upon as a means of justification, But the participation 
in the sacrificial meals was certainly a public avouchment of 
participation in the sacrifices themselves. Comp. 1 Cor. x. 
18. Very easily, therefore, might the author be led finally 
to take up this preference of his readers for the Jewish sacri- 
ficial cultus in this particular form of manifestation, which 
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had hitherto remained unnoticed in the epistle.— The 
supports, too, which Delitzsch has more recently sought to 
give to the referring of ov Bpwpacw to ordinances regarding 
clean and unclean meats, are weak. For that Bpouata is a 
word unheard of in the sacrificial thora, but familiar in the 
legislation regarding food, and that SBpapa is used elsewhere 
in the N. T. of that which is prohibited or permitted for 
eating, does not in any way fall under consideration ; because 
our passage claims before everything to be intelligible per se, 
nothing thus can be determinative of its meaning which is 
opposed to its expression and connection. That, however, 
the author cannot by dvdayat roixidas kai Eévar have meant 
the ordinances of the law in general, because he has recognised 
their divine origin, and therefore could not have indicated 
them with so little reverence, is a mere prepossession. For 
the Apostle Paul, too, speaks of them, as is already shown by 
Gal. iv. 9f, v. 2, with no greater reverence. We are pre- 
vented from thinking, with Delitzsch, of “erroneous doctrines 
invented in accordance with one’s own will, though it may be 
attaching themselves to the O. T. law,’ by the relation in 
which didayais moixidats Kal Eévais stands to Bpdpacw, 
ver. 9, and this again to && ob gayety ovx éyovow éefovelay ot 
T} oKNVYH AaTpEvoVTeEs, ver. 10.— év ols ovK wpEAHOnTAY of 
mepiratouvtes| from which those busied therein have derived no 
profit, imasmuch, namely, as by such partaking of the sacrifice 
they did not attain to true blessedness. — év ofs belongs to 
ot TrepiTratoortes, since these words cannot stand alone, not to 
apernOnaar. 

Ver. 10. Justification of ob Bpwpacw, ver. 9, by the em- 
phasizing of the incompatibility of the Christian altar with 
that of Judaism. We possess an altar, of which they have no 
right to eat who serve the tabernacle, i.e. he who seeks in the 
Jewish sacrificial meals, and consequently in the Jewish 
sacrificial worship, a stay and support for his heart, thereby 
shuts himself out from Christianity, for he makes himself a 
servant of the tabernacle; but he who serves the tabernacle 
has no claim or title to the altar of Christians. That the 
subject in éyouev is the Christian, is acknowledged on all sides. 
But equally little ought it ever to have been disputed that by 

Mryrr.—HeEs, 2H 
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ol Th OKNVH NaTpevovTes persons must be denoted who are 
contrasted with the Christians. For, in accordance with the 
expression chosen, the author can only mean to say that the 
Christians possess the right to eat of the altar; those 77 oxnvy 
AaTpevovtes, on the other hand, forego this right. Quite in a 
wrong sense, therefore, have Schlichting, Schulz, Heinrichs, 
Wieseler (Schriften der Univ. Kiel aus d. J. 1861, p. 42), 
Kurtz, and others, referred of 74 oxnvj AaTpevorTes likewise 
to the Christians,’ in that they found expressed the thought : 
for Christians there exists no other sacrifice than one of which 
it is not permitted them to eat. They then suppose to be 
intended by of 7H oxnvi} AaTpevovTes either, as Schlichting, 
“omnes in universum Christiani,” or, as Schulz, particular 
officers of the society, who conducted the Christian worship. 
But in the first case—apart from the fact that then, what 
would alone be natural, €& ob dayeiv ov« éxyouev éEovciav 
would have been written instead of é& 0b gayely ov« éyovow 
éEovoiav of TH oxnvh NaTpevovres—the Christians would, as 
Bleek has already justly observed, have been designated by a 
characteristic which could not possibly be predicated of them ; 
in the second, an anachronistic separation into clerics and 
laity would be imputed to the author, and the sense arising 
would be unsuitable, since the proposition, that the warrant 
for eating of the Christian sacrifice is wanting, could not 
possibly hold good of the clergy alone, but must have its 
application to Christians in general. By 4 oxnv% can thus 
be understood nothing other than the earthly, Jewish sanctuary, 
as opposed to the ddnOw7 and TedetoTépa oxnvy of Christians, 
vill. 2, ix. 11. The 77 oxnvy NaTpevovTes, however, are 
not specially, as Bleek, de Wette, Delitzsch, Riehm (Lehrbegr. 
des Hebréerbr. p. 161), Alford, and others suppose, the Jewish 
priests (viii. 5), but the members of the Jewish covenant 
people universally (ix. 9, x. 2).—The @vovacripiov further 
is the altar, upon which the sacrifice of the New Covenant, 


*$o also Hofmann (Schriftbew, II. 1, 2 Aufl. p. 457 ff.), who will have only 
the twofold fact to be accentuated at ver. 10: ‘that we are priests,” and ‘that 
we possess a means of expiation,” and brings out as the sense of the verse: 
“that we, whose only propitiatory sacrifice, and one for all alike, is Christ, have 
no other profit from our means of expiation, than that we are reconciled,” (!) 
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namely, the body of Christ (comp. ver. 12), has been pre- 
sented. Not “ipse Christus” (Piscator, Owen, Wolf; comp. 
Calvin), or the @vova itself which has been presented (Lim- 
borch, Whitby, M‘Lean, Heinrichs, and others), nor yet the 
cultus (Grotius), can be denoted thereby. But likewise the 
explaining of the table of the Supper, the tpamefa xupiou, 
1 Cor. x. 21, with Corn. a Lapide, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Béhme, 
Bahr (Stud. u. Krit. 1849, H. 4, p. 938), Ebrard, Bisping, 
Maier, and others (comp. also Riickert, das Abendmahl. Sein 
Wesen und seine Geschichte in der alten Kirche, Leipz. 1856, 
pp. 242-246), is admissible. For then there would underlie 
our passage the conception that the body of the Lord is offered 
in the Supper, Christ’s sacrifice is thus one constantly re- 
peated ; but such conception is unbiblical, and in particular 
is remote from the thought of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in 
which the presentation of the sacrifice of Christ once for all, 
and the all-sufficiency of this sacrifice by its one presentation, 
is frequently urged with emphasis; comp. vii. 27, ix. 12, 
25 ff., x. 10. Exclusively correct is it, accordingly, to under- 
stand by the altar, with Thomas Aquinas, Estius, Jace. 
Cappellus, Bengel, Bleek, de Wette, Stengel, Delitzsch, Riehm, 
lc., Alford, Kluge, Moll, Kurtz, Woerner, and others, the spot 
on which the Saviour offered Himself, ze. the cross of Christ. 
But to eat of this altar, zc. to partake of the sacrifice presented 
thereon, signifies: to attain to the enjoyment of the spiritual 
blessings resulting from Christ’s sacrificial death for believers ; 
the same thing as is represented, John vi. 51 ff, as the eating 
of the flesh and drinking of the blood of Christ. 

On vy. 11-13, comp. Bahr in the Stud. u. Krit. 1849, 
H. 4, p. 936 ff. 

Vv. 11, 12. Proof for ver. 10. The proof lies in the fact 
that Christ’s sacrifice is one which has been presented without 
the camp, and consequently has been freed from all community 
with Judaism. Ver. 11 and ver. 12 are, as a proof of ver. 10, 
closely connected, and only in ver. 12 lies the main factor, 
whereas ver. 11 is related to the same as a merely preparatory 
and accessory thought (Bihr). For the bodies of those animals 
whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest 
are burned without the camp; wherefore Jesus also, in order 


484 THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 


that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, 
suffered without the gate. That is to say: The N. T. sacrifice 
of the covenant is typically prefigured by the great atoning 
sacrifice under the Old Covenant. Of the victims, however, 
which were devoted to the latter, neither the high priest nor 
any other member of the Jewish theocracy was permitted to 
eat anything. For of those animals only the blood was taken, 
in order to be brought by the high priest into the Most Holy 
Place as a propitiatory offering; the bodies of those animals, 
on the other hand, were burned without the camp or holy city 
(Lev. xvi. 277), wherein was contained the explanation in an 
act (comp. Bihr, /.c.), that they were cast out from the theo- 
cratic communion of Judaism. But thus, then, has Jesus also, 
in that He entered with His sacrificial blood into the heavenly 
Holy of Holies, made expiation for the sins of them that 
believe in Him; His sacrificial body, however, has, since He 
was led out of the camp, or beyond the gate of the holy city, 
in order to endure the infliction of death (comp. Lev. xxiv. 14 ; 
Num. xv. 35 f.; Deut. xvi. 5), declared by this act to be cast 
out from the Jewish covenant-people. Eat of His sacrificial 
body, @.e. obtain part in the blessing procured by His sacrifice, 
can therefore no one who is still within the camp, 7.e. who 
still looks for salvation from the ordinances of Judaism. Con- 
sequently he who will eat of the altar of Christ must depart 
out of Judaism, and go forth unto Christ without the camp 
(ver. 13).— Ta dyva] as ix. 8,12, 24, 25, x. 19, the Most Holy 
Place. — The tenses in the present mark the practice as one still 
continuing. — wapeuPor}] Characterization of the dwelling- 
place of the Jewish people at the time of the lawgiving, while 
it was still journeying through the wilderness and had tents 
for its habitation. The camp was the complex of the tents, 
enclosing the totality of the people together with the sanctuary. 
Thus there was combined with the idea of locality the religious 
reference to the people as one covenant-people, and “ without 
the camp” became equivalent in signification to “ without the 
bounds of the Old Covenant.” But, since afterwards the city 
of Jerusalem, with the temple in its midst, took the place of 
the qapeuPory, the é&m Hs wvAns standing in ver. 12, 
without the gate, sc. of the city of Jerusalem, says in effect 
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the same thing as é& tis rapeuwBorjs, vv. 11, 13. — 610] 
wherefore, i.e. because the sacrificial death of Jesus has been 
prefigured by the type mentioned, ver. 11. — é8/ov] opposition 
to the animal blood in the O. T. sacrifices of atonement. — 
Tov Aady] see at ii. 16, p. 132. — erraGev] comp. ix. 26. 

Ver. 13. Deduction from vv. 10-12, in the form of a 
summons: Let us then no longer seek salvation for ourselves 
within the bounds of Judaism, but come forth from the camp 
of the Old Covenant and betake ourselves to Christ, untroubled 
about the reproach which may fall upon us on that account. 
Theodoret: é&@ tis mapeuSorjs avtl tod éEw ths Kata vowov 
yevoueba trodtelas. False, because opposed to all the con- 
nection, is it when Chrysostom 1, Theophylact, Primasius, 
Erasmus, Paraphr., Clarius, and others find in ver. 13 the 
exhortation to renounce the world and its delights; or Chry- 
sostom 2, Limborch, Heinrichs, Dindorf, Kuinoel, Bloomfield : 
willingly to follow the Lord into sufferings and death; or 
Schlichting, Grotius, Michaelis, Zachariae, Storr: willingly to 
submit to expulsion by the Jews from their towns and fellow- 
ship ; or Clericus: to forsake the city of Jerusalem on account 
of its impending destruction (Matt. xxiv.).— roivuy] as the 
commencement of a sentence only rare. Comp. LXX. Isa. 
ii. 10, v. 13, xxvii. 4, xxxiil. 23 ; Lobeck, ad Phryn. p. 342 sq. 
— Tov dvevdicpov adtod] See at xi. 26. 

Ver. 14. Ground of encouragement to the ¢épew tov dve- 
ducpov TOD Xpiatov, ver. 13. — éyouer] namely : we Christians. 
Not: we men in general. — obe] here wpon earth. Erroneously 
Heinrichs: in the earthly Jerusalem. — thv pédrdovaar] se. 
Tow: the city to come, which, namely, is an abiding one. 
Comp. xii. 22: ‘Iepovcadi érrovpdvos, and xi. 10: 4 Tovds 
Geperdious éyouoa modus, Hs Texvitns Kal Snutoupyos 0 Geos. 
Rightly, for the rest, does Schlichting observe: Futuram autem 
civitatem hance vocat, quia nobis futura est. Nam Deo, Christo, 
angelis jam praesens est. 

Ver. 15. Closing exhortation, through Christ, to offer to 
God sacrifices of praise. Deduced from vv. 8-14. — Av 
avtov| is with great emphasis preposed: through HIM (se. 
Christ), but not through the intervention of the Jewish 
sacrificial institution. Through Him, inasmuch as by the all- 
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sufficiency of His expiatory sacrifice once offered, He has 
qualified believers so to do. — @vclav aivécews] a praise- 
offering (DUM nt), thus a spiritual sacrifice, in opposition to 
the animal sacrifices of Judaism, — 8a wavs] continually. 
For the blessings obtained through Christ are so abundant and 
inexhaustible, that God can never be sufficiently praised for 
them. — tovtéctiv xapTov xYethéwv OporoyouyTay TH dvomaTe 
avtod| that is, fruit of lips which praise His name. Hlucida- 
tion of the meaning in Ovciav aivécews, in order further to 
bring into special relief the purely spiritual nature of this 
Christian thankoffering already indicated by those words. The 
expression Kapmov yethéwy the author has derived from 
Hos. xiv. 3, LXX.: cal avtatrodécopey Kaptrov yeidéwov huov 
(in the Hebrew: *NS¥ OB mopwis, let us offer for oxen our 
own lips). For the thought, comp. Vajikra R. 9. 27, in 
Wetstein: R. Pinchas, R. Levi et R. Jochanam ex ore R. 
Menachem Galilaei dixerunt: Tempore futuro omnia sacrificia 
cessabunt, sacrificium vero laudis non cessabit. Ommnes preces 
cessabunt, sed laudes non cessabunt. Philo, de Sacrificantibus, 
p. 849 E (with Mang. IL. p. 253): trav adpliorny avayovor 
Ouciav, tuvos Kal edvyaptotiaus Tov evepyérny Kal coThpa 
Ocov yepaipovtes. — The referring of adtod to Christ (so Sykes, 
who finds the sense: confessing ourselves publicly as the disciples 
of Christ) is unnatural, seeing that God has been expressly 
mentioned only just before as the One to whom the @uota 
aivécews is to be presented. 

Ver. 16. Exhortation to beneficence. By means of 8é this 
verse attaches itself to the preceding, inasmuch as over against 
the Christianly devout mind which expresses itself in words, 
is placed the Christianly devout mind which manifests itself 
in deeds. — Tijs 5é edrrovias Kat Kowwvias wn émiravOavecbe| 
Of well-doing, moreover (the substantive edmocia only here in 
the N. T.; ed srovety, Mark xiv. 7), and fellowship (i.e. com- 
munication of earthly possession, comp. Rom. xv. 26; 2 Cor. 
ix. 13), be not forgetful (ver. 2). — roiavrais yap Ouciass 
evapeoteitat 0 Oeds] for in such sacrifices God has pleasure. — 
TotavTats| refers back only to edzrovtas kab Kowwvias, not like- 
wise to ver. 15 (Theophylact, Schlichting, Bengel, Bohme, 
Kuinoel, Hofmann, Woerner). — The formula evapecrodpat 
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Teve is elsewhere foreign to the N. T. as to the LXX.; with 
later Greek writers, however, not unusual. 

Ver. 17. Exhortation to obedience to the presidents of the 
assembly. Comp. 1 Thess. v. 12, 13. — IeiOecOe tots iyou- 
Hévows tov Kal vreixete] Obey your leaders, and yield to 
them. Bengel: Obedite in iis, quae praecipiunt vobis tanquam 
salutaria ; concedite, etiam ubi videntur plusculum postulare. 
The demand presupposes, for the rest, that the author knew 
the sjyovpevos as men like-minded with himself, who had kept 
themselves free from the hankering after defection. — adrot 
yap aypuTvodcw tmép Tov Wuydv vpuav] for it is they who 
watch for your souls, for the salvation thereof. — as doyov 
amodwaovtes]| as those who must give an account (of the same), 
se. to God and the Lord at His return. — iva] is the subse- 
quently introduced note of design to mweiOeoOe kal weixere. 
On that account, however, it is not permitted, with Grotius, 
Carpzov, and others, to enclose avtol yap... twav within a 
parenthesis ; because the subject-matter of the clause of design 
refers back to the subject-matter of the foregoing establishing 
clause. — peta yapas] with joy, namely, over your docility. 
— todTo] sc. TO aypumvetv, Erroneously do Owen, Whitby, 
Michaelis, M‘Lean, Heinrichs, Stuart, and others supplement 
TO dOyov atroduddvat. For the latter takes place only in the 
future, whereas the conjunctive of the present totaouv points 
to that which is already to be done in the present. — xal pi) 
otevavovtes] and without sighing, sc. over your intractableness. 
— advoitedés] unprofitable, inasmuch as it will bring you 
no gain, but, on the contrary, will call down upon you the 
chastisement of God. <A litotes. —- rodro] sc. To crevdfew, 

Vv. 18, 19. Summons to the readers to intercession on 
behalf of the author. Comp. 1 Thess. v. 25; 2 Thess. iii. 1; 
Rom. xv. 80; Eph. vi. 19; Col. iv. 3.— rept yav] The 
plural has reference exclusively to the author of the epistle. 
In addition to himself, to think of Timothy (Seb. Schmidt, a/.), 
or of the #yovpevos spoken of ver. 17 (Carpzov, Kluge), or 
of the fellow-labourers in the gospel in the midst of the 
Gentile world, remote from the Hebrew Christians (Delitzsch, 
comp. also Alford), or of the companions in his vocation, with 
regard to whom it was to be made known that they wished 
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to be looked upon as joint-representatives of the subject- 
matter of the epistle (Hofmann), is arbitrary. For—apart 
from the fact that no mention has been made of Timothy 
until now, and that the presupposition that the author wished 
himself to be numbered among the yovmevor spoken of in 
ver. 17 is a wholly baseless one—the singular, which in ver. 
19 without any qualification takes the place of the preceding 
plural, is in itself decisive against this view. For, even if 
perchance at ver. 19 the person of the writer had to be 
brought into special relief, out of a plurality of persons 
indicated at ver. 18, a distinguishing é¢y# as addition to the 
simple wapaxad® could not have been wanting. — mresoueba 
yap Ste «.7.r.] for we persuade ourselves, 1.e. we suppose or 
take it to be so (comp. Acts xxvi. 26), that’ we have a good 
conscience, since we endeavour in all things to walk in a pracse- 
worthy manner. Indication of the reason on the ground of 
which the author believes he is entitled to claim an interest 
on the part of the readers, manifesting itself in intercession 
on his behalf. But in the fact that he regards such explana- 
tion as necessary, there is displayed the consciousness that 
the Palestinian Christians took umbrage at him and his 
Pauline character of teaching; to remove this umbrage is 
therefore the object of the justificatory clause. — év taov] 
belongs to that which follows, not still, as Oecumenius and 
Theophylact suppose, to éyouev; and maouv is not masculine 
(Chrysostom: ov« év €@vixois povov adr Kal év dpiv; 
Oecumenius, Theophylact, Luther, Er. Schmid, Tholuck, 
Hofmann, al.), but neuter. 

Ver. 19. ITepiccorépws] is on account of its position more 
naturally referred to wapaxad® than, with Seb. Schmidt, 
Rambach, Bengel, and Hofmann, to qomjoar.— iva tayvov 


1 Bengel, Bohme, Kuinoel, Klee, and others take ¢7:—in reading the received 
aexol0umey yeép, and then supposing this to be put absolutely—as the causal 
“*for” or ‘‘because,” which, however, even supposing the correctness of the 
Recepta, is forced and unnatural. Yet more unsuitable, however, is it when 
_ Hofmann, even with the reading xssueéa, will have é7 taken causally. The 
sense is supposed to be: ‘‘if we believe that ye are praying for us, this has its 
ground in the fact that we have a good conscience.” But to derive the more 
precise indication of contents for the dependent seéu:éa from that which pre- 
cedes, is altogether inadmissible. 
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aToKkatactaba tiv] that I may the sooner be restored to you, 
may be in a position to return to you. There is to be 
inferred from these words, neither that the author, at the time 
of the composition of the epistle, was a prisoner (Euthalius, 
Calov, Braun, Bisping, and others), nor yet that he belonged, 
as member, to the congregation of those to whom he was 
writing (R. Kostlin in the Theol. Jahrb. of Baur and Zeller, 
1853, H. 3, pp. 423, 427, and 1854, H. 3, pp. 369, 406). 
The former not, because the notice, ver. 23: we@ ov, éav 
Taxtov épyntat, drrouar buds, shows beyond refutation that 
the writer at the time of the composition of the epistle was 
able to dispose freely of his own person. The latter not, 
because it is illogical to place the general notion of a “ being 
restored” to a community upon a level with the special 
notion of the “return of one who has been torn from his 
home.” Only two things follow from the words, namely (1) 
from the tdyvov, that the author was still prevented, in some 
way or other which had nothing to do with his personal 
freedom, from quitting his temporary place of residence so 
quickly as he could wish; (2) from amoxatactada, that 
he had already, before this time, been personally present in 
the midst of his readers. 

Vy. 20, 21. A wish of blessing. Chrysostom: IIpérov map’ 
avTav aitnoas tas ebyds, TOTe Kal avTos adTois émedyeTaL 
mavTa Ta ayabd,— 0 Oecos Tis eipyvys] A designation of God 
very usual with Paul also. Its import may either be, as 
1 Thess. v. 23 (see at that place): the God of salvation, Le. 
God, who bestows the Christian salvation; or, as Rom. xv. 33, 
xvi 20, Phil. iv; 9; 2° Cor. xiii 11:2" the God of peace, Le. 
God, who produces peace. » In favour of the first acceptation, 
which is defended by Schlichting, may be urged the tenor of 
the benediction itself. In favour of the latter acceptation 
decides, however, the connection of thought with ver. 18 f. 
For, since the closing half of ver. 18 betrayed the pre- 
supposition that the receivers of the epistle were biassed by 
prejudice against the person of the writer, there lies indicated 
in the fact, that in the following wish of blessing God is 
designated as the God who creates peace, the further idea, 
that He will also make peace between the readers and the 
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writer, z.e. will bring the Christian convictions of the readers 
into harmony with that of the writer. So in substance 
Chrysostom (Todto eime Sia TO oracidfew adtovs. Ei roivuy 
6 Oeds eipiyns Oeds éote, wn Siactacialere mpos 7mas), Oecu- 
menius, Theophylact, Jac. Cappellus, and others. Wrongly 
do Grotius, Bohme, de Wette, Bisping, and others derive the 
appellation “the God of peace” from the supposition that 
reference is made to the contentions which prevailed amongst 
the members of the congregation itself. For the assumption 
of a state in which the congregation was rent by internal 
dissensions, is one warranted neither by xii. 14 nor by 
anything else in the epistle.—o dvayayeav «.7.d.] Further 
characterizing of God as the God who, by the raising of 
Christ from the dead, has sanctioned and attested the redeem- 
ing work of the same. —o dvayayav é« vexpdv] He who has 
brought up from the dead, i.e. who has raised from death. 
Wrongly do Bleek, de Wette, Bisping, Maier, Kluge, and 
Kurtz suppose that in 0 dvayay#v is contained at the same 
time the exaltation into heaven. For, since 6 dvayayoyv does 
not stand absolutely, but has with it the addition é« vexpdar, 
so must that idea also have been made evident by a special 
addition. There would thus have been written o é« vexpav 
eis thos avayayev, or something similar. Compare, too, Rom. 
x. 7, where in like manner, as is shown by ver. 9, by the 
Xpistov €« vexpav avayayeiy is denoted exclusively the 
resurrection of Christ, and not likewise His ascension. — tov 
Toueva TOY TpoBadtwv tov péyav] the exalted (comp. iv. 14) 
Shepherd of the sheep. For the figure, comp. John x. 11 ff; 
Matt. xxvi. 31; 1 Pet. ii. 25,v. 4 (6 dpyvmoiunv). Accord- 
ing to Theophylact, Bengel, Bleek, de Wette, Delitzsch, Alford, 
Kurtz, Hofmann, and others, the author had in connection 
with this expression present to his mind LXX. Isa. lxiii. 10, 
where it is said in regard to Moses: mod 0 dvaBiBacas éx 
THs Oardoons Tov Toiméva TOV TpoBadTwv,—a supposition 
which, considering the currency of the figure in the N. T., 
may certainly be dispensed with. — év atuate Ssadnnns 
aiwviov| in virtue of the blood of an everlasting covenant, i.e. 
in virtue of the shed blood of Christ, by which the New 
Covenant was sealed; comp. ix. 15 ff, x. 29. Oecumenius, 
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Theophylact, Clarius, Calvin, Bengel, Bleek, Bisping, Delitzsch, 
Alford, Kluge, Kurtz, Hofmann, Woerner, and others conjoin 
these words with 6 dvayayev, but then again differ from each 
other in the determining of the sense. According to Bleek 
and Kurtz (similarly Bisping), the author intends to say: 
“God brought up Christ from the dead in the blood of the 
everlasting covenant; in such wise that He took, as it were, 
the shed blood with Him, in that He opened up to Himself 
by the same the entrance into the heavenly sanctuary, and it 
retained continually its power for the sealing of an everlasting 
covenant.” But this interpretation falls with the erroneous 
presupposition that 6 dvayayev includes in itself likewise the 
idea of the exaltation to heaven. According to Oecumenius 
2, Theophylact 2, and Calvin, év, on the other hand, stands 
as the equivalent in signification to ctv: who has raised 
Christ from the dead with the blood of the everlasting cove- 
nant, so that this blood retains everlasting virtue ; while Clarius 
(comp. the first interpretation in Oecumenius and Theophylact) 
understands the words as though eés 70 etvas TO aiwa adtod 
Hiv els dvaOnxnv aiwvioy had been written, and Bengel, as 
likewise Hofmann, makes év aiwats the same as dua TO aiwa 
(for the blood’s sake). But all these acceptations are lin- 
guistically untenable. Equally inadmissible is it to take év, 
in this combination, instrumentally (Delitzsch, Kluge: “ by 
means of, by the power of, by virtue of;” Alford: “through 
the blood”). For if one insists on the strict signification of 
the instrumental explanation, there arises a false thought, 
since the means by the application of which the miraculous 
act of the resurrection was accomplished is not the blood of 
Christ, but the omnipotence of God. If, however, we mingle 
the notion of mediately effecting with that of the meritorious 
cause, as is done by Delitzsch and Alford, inasmuch as the 
former dilutes the “kraft” (by virtue of) into “ virtute ac 
merito sanguinis ipsius in morte effusi,’ the latter the 
“through” into “in virtue of the blood,’ we come back to 
Bengel’s ungrammatical equalizing of éy aiwarts with dua to 
aiwa. Another class of expositors combine év atwate diabjnns 
aiwviov with the péyav immediately foregoing; either, as 
Sykes and Baumgarten, in taking tov péyay as a notion per 
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se; or, as Starck, Wolf, and Heinrichs, prolonging in connec- 
tion with it the idea of the shepherd. Nevertheless, it is 
most natural, with Beza, Estius, Grotius, Limborch, Schulz, 
Bohme, Kuinoel, Stuart, Stengel, Ebrard, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebriierbr. p. 601), Maier, Moll, and others, to regard év aiware 
diabjxns aiwviov as instrumental nearer definition to the 
total idea Tov moéva tav mpoBdtwy Tov péyav; in such 
wise that by the addition is indicated the means by which 
Christ became the exalted Shepherd, with whom no other 
shepherd may be placed upon a parallel. Comp. Acts xx. 28: 
mpocéxeTe... TavTt TO Troywio, &v @ bas TO TvEdWa TO 
irytov @0ero émicKoTous, Totmatvety THY ExKANTLaV TOD 
Kuplov, iv TepLeToLnoato Sia TOD aiwatos TOD LdLov, — 
SiaOnKns aiwviov] Comp. Jer. xxxii. 40, 1. 5; Isa. lv. 3, lxi. 8. 
Theodoret: Aioviov dé tTHv Kawnv KéxrAnKke StaOnKnv, os 
érépas peta TavTny ovdK écomerns’ wa yap wn Tis bToAdBn, 
Kab tavTny So’ adrrns SiaOHens wavOncecOas, cixdTws avTis Td 
arerevTnTov ederEev, 

Ver. 21. Karaptica: spas év mavtl épyo ayabe] cause 
that ye become adptot, ready or perfect, in every good work, 
Oecumenius: mAnpeécat, Tedketooat. That, for the rest, 
Katapticat is optative, and not, as Kurtz strangely supposes, 
imperative aorist middle, is self-evident. — eis 7d mouhoat] 
Statement of the design, not of the effect (Schlichting and 
others): that ye may accomplish.—to Oé\npa avtod] His 
wil, te. that which is morally good and salutary. There is 
certainly comprehended under the expression the faithful 
continuance in Christianity.— owv év tuiv To eddpeotov 
évoTriov avtov dia Inood Xpictod] working in you (wrongly 
Bohme: among you) that which ts well-pleasing in His sight, 
through Christ Jesus. Modal definition to catapricas,— 7d 
evdpeotoy évotiov avtov| Comp. 2 Cor. v. 9; Rom. xii. 1, 
xiv. 18; Eph. v. 10; Phil. iv. 18.— dca “Incod Xpicrod] 
belongs neither to catapticat (Bloomfield) nor to 76 evapectov 
évétiov avtod (Grotius, Hammond, Michaelis, Storr, and 
others), but to sovv.—@ 7 dd£a eis tovs aidvas] sc. ecto. 
— 7 dda] the glory due to Him.—The doxology is referred 
by Limborch, Wetstein, Bengel, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Ernesti, 
Delitzsch, Alford, Kluge, Woerner, and others, to God; and 
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in favour of this it may be urged that in the wish of bless- 
ing 0 Geos forms the main subject. More correctly, however, 
shall we refer it, partly on account of the immediate joining 
of 6 to Incot Xpictod, partly on account of the design of 
the whole epistle, to warn the readers, who had become 
wavering in their faith in Christ, against relapse into Judaism, 
with Calvin, Jac. Cappellus, Grotius, Owen, Bohme, Stuart, 
Bleek, Stengel, Tholuck, Bisping, Riehm (Lehrbegr. des 
Hebricrbr. p. 286), Maier, Moll, and the majority, to Christ. 
Ver. 22. Request for friendly reception of the epistle. — 
avéxerGe Tod NOYou THs Tapakdjoews| bear with the word of 
the exhortation, grant it entrance with you, close not your 
hearts against it. Mistakenly do the Vulgate, Stein, and 
Kluge make vapakdyorts here have the signification of 
“consolation.” Neither the verb dvéyeo@e nor the tenor of 
the epistle is in keeping therewith.—o6 édyos tis mapa- 
kAnoews| Comp. Acts xiii. 15. Not merely the admonitions 
scattered here and there in the epistle (Dindorf, Kuinoel) are 
to be understood under this expression; and just as little is 
merely chap. xiii, (Semler), or the last specially hortatory 
sections, chap. x. 19—xii. (Grotius, Calov, and others), thought 
of in connection therewith. Rather is there intended by it, 
as also the following éméorevAa proves, the epistle in its full 
extent.— Kali yap diva Bpaxyéwv éréoteika tpiv| Argument 
for the reasonableness of the request on the ground of the 
brevity of the epistle: for I have also (we. apart from the 
fact that, by reason of your perilous wavering in the Christian 
faith, the admonishing of you was laid as a duty upon my 
conscience), as you see, written to you only with brief words. 
Theophylact: Tocadra cimav, buws Bpaxéa tadtd now, 
dcov mpos & émeOdpwer réyerv. Quite remote from the mean- 
ing is that sense which Kurtz would put upon the words: 
the readers were also to take into account the fact that the 
epistle has, owing to its brief compass, often assumed a harsher 
and severer form of expression, than would be the case wm con- 
nection with a more detailed amplification and a more careful 
limitation. — 81a Bpayéwv] of the same import as 6s’ ddAdyau, 
1 Pet. v. 12. — émioréAdXcwv] in the signification “to write a 
letter,’ elsewhere in the N. T. only Acts xv. 20, xxi. 25, 
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Ver. 23. Communication of the intelligence that Timothy 
has been set free, and the promise, if the arrival of Timothy is 
not long delayed, in company with him to visit the readers. — 
yweckere] is impergtive (Peshito, Vulgate, Faber Stapulensis, 
Luther, Calvin, Beza, Junius, Owen, Bengel, Bohme, Stuart, 
Bleek, I. p. 278; Stein, Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, Alford, 
Maier, Kluge, Moll, Kurtz, Ewald, M‘Caul, Hofmann, Woerner, 
and others), not indicative (Vatablus, Nosselt, Opuse. I. p. 
256; Morus, Schulz, Bleek ad loc, and Hinl. in d. N. T., 3 
Aufl. p. 583; de Wette, al.). For, that the author would be 
obliged to communicate further details concerning the libera- 
tion of Timothy in the case that the readers had not yet 
known of it, cannot be maintained; while, on the other hand, 
upon the supposition of the indicative, the whole notice 
would become superfluous. — ywoéoxete arrodedupévoy] know 
as one released, v.e. know that he has been released. Comp. 
Winer, Gramm, 7 Aufl. p. 324.  Wrongly will Storr, 
Schleussner, Bretschneider, Paulus have yeveoxetre taken in 
the sense: hold in honour, or: recewe with kindness, against 
which, equally as against the interpretation of Schulz: “ye 
know the brother Timothy, who has been set at liberty,” the 
non-repetition of the article tov before the participle is in 
itself decisive. — dmodeAvpévov] is to be understood of 
liberation from wnprisonment. So Chrysostom, Oecumenius, 
and Theophylact (all three, however, with hesitation), then 
Beza, Grotius, Er. Schmid, Seb. Schmidt, Hammond, Wolf, 
Bengel, Sykes, Chr. Fr. Schmid, Bohme, Bleek, de Wette, 
Stengel, Ebrard, Bisping, Delitzsch, Maier, Kurtz, Ewald, 
M‘Caul, Hofmann, and others. Of an imprisonment of 
‘Timothy nothing is known to us, it is true, from other 
sources, but the possibility of the same cannot be disputed. 
‘The suppositions, that droAeAvpévoy signifies: sent away to 
the Hebrews with our epistle (Theodoret, subscription of the 
epistle in many cursives: éypadn amo “Itadias dia Tipo- 
Geov; Faber Stapulensis, al.), or: sent away somewhither, and 
consequently absent from the author (Estius, Jac. Cappellus, 
Limborch, Carpzov, Stuart, and others), have the simple 
signification of the word against them. — éav tdyvov épynrac] 
Uf he very speedily (earlier, sooner than I leave my present 
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abode) comes to me (incorrectly Grotius, Heinrichs, Stuart, 
al.: returns). — douar buds] Oecumenius: epydpuevos mpcs 
Das. 

Ver. 24. Request for the delivering of salutations, together 
with the conveying of salutations to the readers. — wdytas 
TOVS HyoUpevous tuov Kal TadvTas Tovs dytous] This designa- 
tion of persons has about it something surprising, since 
according to it the letter would have the appearance of being 
addressed neither to the presidents of the assembly, nor to 
the whole congregation, but to single members of the latter. 
Probably, however, the meaning of the author is only that 
those to whom the epistle is delivered, for reading to the 
congregation, should greet as well all the presidents as also 
all the other members of the congregation. — oi amo tis 
*Itadias| is not to be explained from the absorption of one 
local preposition into another; in such wise that it should 
stand for of év tH “Itadia amo ths *Itadias, which is 
thought possible by Winer, Gramm. 7 Aufl. p. 584. It 
signifies: those from Italy, we. Christians who have come 
out of Italy, and are now to be found in the surroundings of 
the writer. The general expression: of ado tis "ItaXias, 
seems to point toa compact number of persons already known 
to the readers. It is highly probable, therefore, that those 
referred to are Christians who, on the occasion of the Neronian 
persecution, had fled from Italy, and had settled down for 
the time being at the place of the author’s present abode. 
The expression shows, moreover, that the epistle was written 
outside of Italy. See p. 13. 

Ver. 25. Concluding wish of blessing, entirely in accord 
with that of Tit. ii. 15. 
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volume will be a treasure indeed.’— Wesleyan Times. 
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‘These pages are replete with clear, mellow, tender, beautiful, elevating thoughts, 
eminently instructive to inquiring minds, and such as the devout must delight con- 
templatively and prayerfully to linger upon.’—Baptist Magazine. 
‘An admirable book on a subject of the deepest importance. We do not remember a 


work on this theme that is more impressive, or seems more fitted for general usefulness.’ 
—British Messenger. 
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From the Right Rev. the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol 


‘A useful, valuable, and instructive Commentary.  Inall the interpretation is set forth 
with clearness and cogency, and ina manner calculated to commend the volumes to the 
thoughtful reader. The book is beautifully got up, and reflects great credit on the 
publishers as well as the writers.’ 


e 
From ‘The London Quarterly Review.’ 

‘ The second volume lies before us, and cannot fail to be successful. We have care- 
fully examined that part of the volume which is occupied with St. John—of the Acts we 
shall speak by and by, and elsewhere—and think that a more honest, thorough, and, in 
some respects, perfect piece of work has not lately been given to the public. The two 
writers are tolerably well known; and known as possessing precisely the qualities, 
severally and jointly, which this kind of labour demands. We may be sure that in them 
the highest Biblical scholarship, literary taste, and evangelical orthodoxy meet.’ 


From ‘The Record,’ 


‘The first volume of this Commentary was warmly recommended in these columns 
soon after it was published, and we are glad to be able to give as favourable a testimony 
to the second volume... . The commentators have given the results of their own 
researches in a simple style, with brevity, but with sufficient fulness; and their exposi- 
tion is, all through, eminently readable. . . . The work is one which students of even 
considerable learning may read with interest and with profit. The results of the 
most recent inquiries are given'in a very able and scholarly manner. The doctrines of 
this Commentary are evangelical, and the work everywhere exhibits a reverence which 
will make it acceptable to devout readers,’ 
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‘Marked by clearness and good sense, it will be found to possess value and interest as 
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learned Author and to his translators.’—Gwardian. 

‘We express our unfeigned admiration of the ability displayed in this work, and of 
the spirit of deep piety which pervades it; and whilst we commend it to the careful 
perusal of our readers, we heartily rejoice that in those days of reproach and blasphemy 
so able a champion has come forward to contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
delivered to the saints.’—Christian Observer. 
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profitable counsels, embodying the result of large experience and shrewd observation. 
- . . Much of the volume is devoted to the theory and practice of preaching, and this 
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‘Dr, Bruce’s style is uniformly clear and vigorous, and this book of his, as a whole, 
has the rare advantage of being at once stimulating and satisfying to the mind in a high 
degree,’— British and Foreign Evangelical Review, 


‘This work stands forth at once as an original, thoughtful, thorough piece of work in 
the branch of scientific theology, such as we do not often meet in our language. . . . It 
is really a work of exceptional value; and no one can read it without perceptible gain in 
theological knowledge.’—English Churchman. 
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faith and practice.’—British and Foreign Evangelical Review, 


“It is some five or six years since this work first made its appearance, and now that a 
second edition has been called for. the Author has taken the opportunity to make some 
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the book remains the same, and the hearty commendation with which we noted its first 
issue applies to it at least as much now,’—Rock, 


‘The value, the beauty of this volume is that it is a unique contribution to, because a 
loving and cultured study of, the life of Christ, in the relation of the Master of the 
Twelve,’—Edinburgh Daily Review. 
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